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President’s Report for 2024 

It has been a real honour to be your President again this year. 

I have really enjoyed travelling to the swims, and if not getting wet myself I was helping, usually 
alongside Janet as first aid.  It is always great meeting the swimmers and volunteers old and new.  
Whilst the weather gods were not always in our favour, it was another enjoyable season. 

It is always great to see people from across the globe being a part of our swims, the One Hour 
Challenge and our swim recognition offer.  As well as from the UK, we had swimmers from further 
afield, including The Channel Islands, The Republic of Ireland, Canada, France, The USA, Spain 
and Romania.  As is always the case I will have missed somewhere. 

I would like to give a big thankyou to all the volunteers, the wider group of friends, family and 
individuals who support swimmers on shore and in the various watercraft, who have helped make 
the season a success.  Thanks to the swim secretaries and their teams, who put in many hours of 
work over the year to put swims on and their support networks for putting up with this.  Without 
you guys the swims wouldn’t be there to make us swimmers look good! 

As with many things, a lot of work goes on behind the scenes by the volunteers on the committee 
and others, this is always appreciated.  This includes things like finances, health and safety, the 
safety boats and member communications.  The BLDSA safety officer continues to do a great job, 
making sure we continue to be safe and meet the requirements of our insurers. 

I just wanted to highlight a couple of things from the wider swim season: 

The introduction of a new event on the calendar was great.  The Swim to the Sunset event at 
Coniston was well organised, a brilliant idea and a success.  Enter for a time and swim as much 
or as little as you want within that time.  Great for training, a personal challenge or just for fun.  
The inclusion of relays was also great to see. 

I was truly happy to see BLDSA member Prisha Tapre achieve her Channel Solo on 4 September 
2024, in 11 hours 48 minutes.  She is such an unassuming, polite and hard-working person, who 
is a great example to others. 

It was great watching Hector Pardoe swim to 6th place in the Olympics after his record 
Windermere swim last year.  Brave swimmers to dive into the Seine! 

On 21 September, I had the honour of being invited to the YeABBA 140th Celebratory Dinner held 
at Forbes of Kingennie, close to Dundee.  It was great to listen to the stories of old and new 
members of this excellent group who are long standing friends of the BLDSA.  Amongst some 
great swims they organise, they are well known for the very well attended ‘Annual Dook’ on New 
Years Day at Broughty Ferry. 

Looking forwards, there are still opportunities for those wanting to help, whether that is remotely 
with things like, but not limited to: helping to organise meetings, helping answer swimmers’ 
questions on e-mail and helping with our social media content; or on the day at events with things 
like timekeeping, registration, race control and first aid.  Drop us an e-mail or a DM on Facebook 
if you are interested or want more info.  Final note from me is to say a big thankyou to those 
stepping down from roles after this season and welcome to those taking on roles in 2025.  

Well, I’ve tried not to bore you too much, thanks again for a great 2024 and here’s to 2025. 

Philip Yorke 
BLDSA President 2024 Season. 
president@bldsa.org.uk 
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Hon General Secretary Report 

This role was discontinued at the AGM held in March 2024 and the work previously carried out by 
the Hon General Secretary will be shared out among committee members. 

Championship Reports 

Thrybergh Country Park 
19th May 2024 

For Spring 2024, Sunday 19th May was an unusually dry day – under a glowering opaque sky, the 
rain miraculously stayed away.  Between 8 am and 10 am the usual but necessary faff of swim 
organisation took place; registration and numbering, arrangement and instruction of safety crew 
and kayakers and laying out of the route buoys.  Plenty to do for all officials and volunteers; a 
superb team of focused and friendly helpers, time-keepers and kayakers, marshalled and led by 
the capable and always organised Safety Officer, Richard Hardy.  The arguably tougher job of 
organising and preparing this event had already been completed beforehand by the ying to 
Richard’s yang: the serene and totally competent Michelle Hardy, without both of whom, these 
events would not take place. 

While hesitant and experienced swimmers gathered, checked their kit, chatted water 
temperatures and kept a weather eye on the grey horizon all the essential safety measures were 
put in place.  Anyone fearful of swimming in South Yorkshire before June ought to take heart from 
the number of open water virgins and Thrybergh debutants that took part this year.  The early 
season 1, 3 and 5 km events got underway a little after the scheduled start of 10 am.  All events 
began at the same time, so by our standards, a mass start!  The 1 km Open event featured 11 
swimmers, with lots of fresh faces and old friends doing respectable swims in good times.  
Lucy Summers smashed it first in a time of 15 mins 49 secs while for many of us, the toughest 
and bravest swim of the day was Julie Roebuck breast-stroking her way round in 38 mins 
13 secs. 

Skins or neoprene, swimming 3 km in under the hour is more than respectable so chapeau to 
Thomas James finishing first in a time of 53 mins 43 secs.  Arguably metres/min the fastest 
swimmer of the day overall was James Bridges who completed the 5 km in non-traditional 
costume in a cracking 1 hour 20 mins 55 secs.  Paul Smith was the first traditional male swimmer 
home in 1 hour 27 mins 15 secs.  But the race in this event was between 2nd and 3rd,
Matthew Wright coming in nearly a quarter of an hour after Paul and just 6 seconds in front of 
returning veteran Simon Lee.  Solid swimming from Michelle Hardy and Karen Purdy in the 5 km 
and another awesome breast-stroking 2 hours 19 mins 15 secs from Jane Sedman.  Once again, 
top of the femmes in a time of 1 hour 40 mins 35 secs was the irrepressible Wendy Figures. 

Once again, congratulations to everybody who came, whether to help out or take part, all are 
getting out there and doing it – Bexs, Nuala, Isaac, Big Mal, Euan and Paddy with special thanks 
to Robert and Louise Orgill for their invaluable help and support, the irreplaceable first aid chief 
and dogged swimmer, Janet Wilson, essential safety officer David Kershaw along with Nikki and 
Baby, Peter Ingham who called by to see how we were doing and last but by no means least, 
BLDSA President Philip Yorke. 

If you failed to attain your personal goal at Thrybergh in 2024, please come back next year and 
try again. 

Kevin Welsh 
Thrybergh Swim Secretary 



Page 4 

Results 

5k Mens 1st Matthew Wright 01:53:55 f/s 

5k Mens 2nd Simon Lee 01:54:01 f/s 

5k Non Members   Paul Smith 01:27:15 f/s 

5k Ladies 1st Wendy Figures 01:40:35 f/s 

5k Ladies 2nd Michelle Hardy 01:50:17 f/s 

5k Ladies 3rd Karen Purdy 01:57:58 f/s 

5k Ladies 4th Jane Sedman 02:19:15 Bst 

5k Ladies DNF Cecilia Hazelrigg DNF   

5k Ladies DNF Frances Newton DNF   

5k
Non Traditional 
Costume   James Bridges 01:20:55 f/s 

5k
Non Traditional 
Costume   Jim Lafferty 01:37:27 f/s 

5k
Non Traditional 
Costume   Amanda Randall 01:49:35 f/s 

3k
Non Traditional 
Costume   Thomas James 00:53:43 f/s 

3k
Non Traditional 
Costume   Anthony Mace 01:11:46 f/s 

3k
Non Traditional 
Costume   Celia Hardwick 01:26:03 f/s 

3k
Non Traditional 
Costume DNF Keith Bedford DNF   

1k Open 1st Lucy Summers 00:15:49 f/s 

1k Open 2nd Melanie Hall 00:16:45 f/s 

1k Open 3rd Matilda Price 00:17:36 f/s 

1k Open 4th Hazel Killingbeck 00:17:56 f/s 

1k Open 5th Andrew Price 00:20:02 f/s 

1k Open 6th Jayne Miller 00:22:38 f/s 

1k Open 7th Gillian McNulty 00:24:59 f/s 

1k Open 8th Justine O'Neill 00:28:07 f/s 

1k Open 9th Melanie Carrington 00:30:33 f/s 

1k Open 10th Janet Wilson 00:35:44 f/s 

1k Open 11th Julie Roebuck 00:38:13 Bst 
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Champion of Champions (South) 
15th June 2024 

Event cancelled by Dover Harbour Master due to severe weather forecast predictions 
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Coniston Swim to the Sunset 
29th June 2024 

31 swimmers  
2 relay teams of 6 
Total amount swum: 359 k 
Furthest amount by one swimmer: 26.5k 
Total swum by relays 26k 

The inaugural swim to the sunset started at 915am when 7 swimmers set off around a 1.5k route 
for 12 hours.  Two swimmers completed the full 12 hours, with 1 swimmer only getting out briefly 
to feed.  The other 5 completed big distances in the time they swam for. 

The 1 hour swim started at 11am with 5 swimmers.  Swimmers swam the 1.5k loop or the 500m 
loop.  Four swimmers completed the hour with the 5th completing the 500m loop. 

At 2pm 6 hour swimmers entered the water.  There were 11 in this category.  Again all swimmers 
clocking up big distances.  The 2 relay teams also did the 6 hours. Swimmers chose to use both 
loops.

At 4pm 8 swimmers entered the water for the 3 hour event.  More good distances were clocked 
up with the longest being 10k. 

There was a relaxed, friendly vibe to the day with lots of funny moments especially when Kate fell 
out of her kayak, not once but twice whilst trying to get out of it!  There were so many smiley 
faces and lots of laughter all through the day.  Although the weather wasn’t as good as it should 
have been for the time of year, it didn’t dampen our spirits and a great day was had by all. 

Neither of us had organised a swim before, so lots of things to learn from the day and change for 
next year.  It just remains to say a huge massive thank you to all kayakers and volunteers for 
giving up their time to put on this event without whom such swims could not happen.  And  of 
course not forgetting all the fabulous swimmers for turning up and keeping us entertained all day! 

Karen Purdy and Helen Liddle 
Swim Secretaries 

Results 

1 hour swimmers 12 hour swimmers 

Beth Armitt 3k Amanda Bell 23.5k 

Carey Gray 3k Verity Green 18k 

Nicola Jones 500m Steven Millard 18k 

Amanda Marshall 2.5k Marie-Helene Sanderson 18k 

3 hour swimmers   Roy Stewart 26.5k 

Louise Brown 4k Alex White 23.5k 

Michelle Hardy 8k Chris Williams 9k 

Celia Hardwick 1.5k   
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3 hour swimmers   Relay Team

Tom Hardwick 6k Michaela Richard 2.5k 

Helen Olney 5k Andy Wright 2.5k 

Amanda Randall 6k Julie Trevor 2.5k 

Emma Sharp 10k Bill Royal 2.5k 

6 hour swimmers   Chris Carter 2.5k 

Karen Ainsworth 7.5k Cathy Foster 2.5k 

Dawn Armitt 5.5k Team Total 15k

Hannah Carruth 18.5k Relay Team 

Laura Cook 8k Alison Willis 2k 

Wendy Figures 13k Kalliopi Rassi-Sinclair 3k 

Yvonne Husbands 7.5k David Bowker 500m 

Felipe Irvin 17k Helen Taylor 2.5k 

Neil Muscat 18k Fiona Osborn 2k 

Prisha Tapre 17k Helen Rotheram 1k 

Dani Wallwork 22k Team Total 11k

Philip Yorke 7.5k 
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Llyn Tegid (Bala) 
1st July 2024 

We ran with this as a 1day event again on Saturday 6th July 2024. 

The entry numbers were again low this year, although the 6-mile swim was on the up. 

The circuit swim ran as normal in the morning, we even went against the norm and swam 
anticlockwise.  Again, it was nice to see some new faces to the BLDSA, they also gave some 
lovely feedback on how nice and friendly an event it was.  It was great to see Kevin having an 
outing in the 4km.  Alex was a trooper today, having finished the 4km she did a quick change and 
was off kayaking for her mum on the 2-way. 

We started the 2-way as usual at the jetty near the water sports centre and the intrepid 2-way 
swimmers set off in fine spirits and enjoyed their swim even with the wind and rain adding to the 
challenge.  We had 2 well matched and close swims between Paul and Peter in the men’s and 
Michelle and Laura in the women’s event, also a great battling swim from Jane, representing the 
breaststroke swimmers. 

All our swims are about the personal challenge more than a race but having someone close helps 
the motivation and friendliness of the swim. 

I would like to thank my small team of volunteers who braved the wet to enable the event to run 
efficiently.  A big thanks to everyone both on the day and behind the scenes, keeping events 
going.  I look forwards and hope that by keeping the event on things will grow again. 

Thank you to the Snowdonia National Parks team, The Mayor of Bala, and the Bala Town Council 
for allowing us to hold our event. 
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I look forward to seeing you again on 5th July 2025, and we will be going with a 1-day format. 

Philip Yorke 
Swim Secretary 

Results 

2 Way Ladies 1st Michelle Hardy 03:45:52 f/s 
2 Way Ladies 2nd Laura Lopez-Bonilla 03:46:58 f/s 
2 Way Ladies 3rd Jane Sedman 05:14:14 Bst 
2 Way Men 1st Paul Leonard 02:56:39 f/s 
2 Way Men 2nd Peter Bannister 03:00:15 f/s 
4k Men 1st Kevin Welsh 01:34:25 f/s 
4k Men 2nd Anthony Mace 01:47:25 f/s 
4k Ladies 1st Alex Sedman 02:16:27 f/s 

4k
Non Traditional 
Costume   Rachel Butler 01:38:35 f/s 

3k Ladies 1st Izzie Hutchinson 01:43:51 f/s 
2k Men 1st Paul Hillman 00:56:22 f/s 

2k
Non Traditional 
Costume   Kristan Day 01:08:15 f/s 

1k Ladies 1st Janet Wilson 00:35:27 f/s 

Torbay
8th July 2024 

5th time lucky for Helen and myself running this event, if anyone has any feedback or suggested 
improvements we always welcome constructive criticism. 

It takes a great deal of work to run this swim in trying to pull together all the pieces of the puzzle 
to keep everyone safe out on the water and off the water and at the same time enjoying 
ourselves.

This year the weather forecast was challenging as we had high winds on the Friday and high 
winds on the Sunday, but miraculously on the Saturday, day of the swim, the wind speed dropped 
enough to give us a reasonable weather window to keep the event on. 

This year we had a relatively low number of swimmers but none the less we still needed to 
provide the safety and security on the water with a Kayaker dedicated to each swimmer and 3 
ribs with safety crew. 

To run this swim we rely on a large number of volunteers who assist with the signing in process, 
numbering of swimmers and kayakers, briefing of competitors and swimmers, First Aid cover, turn 
judges.  Without all of these wonderful volunteers the swim would not go ahead.  Helen and I 
would like to say a BIG thank you to everyone that helps. 

We are very grateful to Simon Pinder and his team at the Torbay and Paignton Harbour Masters 
office.  The swim took place on the regular course from Meadfoot Beach to Fishcombe Cove and 
back.  Our swimmers are a mixture of experienced Channel swimmers, swimmers planning to 
attempt to swim the channel and swimmers new to this distance.  The Torbay swim represents a 
tough challenge to experienced and non-experienced swimmers and we welcome our swimmers 
to the event and encourage them to complete.  Sometimes it is better to make the decision on the 
day not to complete, train harder and come back the following year. 
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We look forward to welcoming back swimmers to our event.  The swim next year is Saturday 12th 

July 2025. 

Day of the Swim:-  

The conditions this year were not perfect, we had a weather window which saw the wind speeds 
drop giving us fairly good conditions, however the swim did become lumpy towards the end but 
most of our swimmers pushed on through the tough conditions to complete.   

Our Swimmers and Kayakers managed this very well with some comments from a few swimmers 
stating it was the perfect preparation required for their channel attempt later in the year. 

The water temperature was 14 degrees which made the condition comfortable.  A few jelly fish 
were spotted but didn’t cause any difficulties. 

Thank you to all of our Kayakers who are always very helpful and very professional, we have 
several kayakers who have now escorted swimmers on this swim several times and we value 
their experience and professionalism.  Without our kayakers we would not be able to run this 
event.

We made a big effort again this year with the Public Address system, announcing to the general 
public on the beach what was happening and attempting to give some good information about 
each competitor as they approached the finish and this seemed to enhance the applause and 
recognition of the individuals achievement.  We felt that the BLDSA had a much stronger 
presence on the beach and this was confirmed by members of the public coming up to our control 
marquee and asking questions and complimenting us on such an interesting event. 

The other big advantage of having the public address system is that the kayakers can hear the 
commentary a long way out on the water which is very helpful when we are trying to identify the 
kayaker and swimmers number as they are approaching the finish buoy.  Also in future the kayak 
roll call and swimmers roll call should always be carried out using the public address system 
especially when the kayaks are assembled at the start for the final count. 

We would particularly like to thank everyone on the day that helped make this a success, Brenda 
and Steven Sweet on the turn buoy, Dawn Wilson as our Timekeeper, Janet Wilson and 
Philip Yorke on First Aid, Sue Coates as Race Controller, our Safety Crews for their ongoing 
professionalism but most of all thank you to the competitors for making the event fun and 
enjoyable. 

We are an organisation run by Volunteers and the BLDSA is a not for profit organisation with the 
aim of promoting open water swimming. 

We look forward to seeing everyone on the 12th of July 2025. 

Steve & Helen Price 
Swim Secretary 
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Results

8 mile Ladies 1st Amy Ennion 04:21:17 f/s 

8 mile Ladies 2nd Sharon Bellamy 04:58:18 f/s 

8 mile Ladies 3rd Andrea Ayres 05:45:56 f/s 

8 mile Non Members   Ian Down 04:51:10 f/s 

8 mile Non Members   
Marie-Helene
Sanderson 05:05:06 f/s 

8 mile Non Members   Rosie Cardale 05:07:29 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Ladies 1st Liz Hourican 02:30:06 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Ladies 2nd Sharon Bellamy 02:54:45 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Ladies 3rd Andrea Ayres 03:15:23 f/s 

8 mile Mens 1st Nye Levett 03:23:37 f/s 

8 mile Mens 2nd Paul Leonard 03:37:24 f/s 

8 mile Mens 3rd Sean Breslin 03:38:56 f/s 

8 mile Mens 4th Colin France 03:50:11 f/s 

8 mile Mens 5th Alex Crawford 04:13:48 f/s 

8 mile Mens 6th Steve Millard 04:26:03 f/s 

8 mile Mens 7th David Hallsworth 04:29:46 f/s 

8 mile Mens 8th Andrew Middleton 04:52:09 f/s 

8 mile Mens 9th Ken Williams 05:58:09 f/s 

8 mile Mens 10th Andrew Wells 06:03:40 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 1st Paul Leonard 02:03:51 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 2nd Colin France 02:13:44 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 3rd Alex Crawford 02:27:19 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 4th Steve Millard 02:30:41 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 5th Andrew Middleton 02:49:14 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 6th Ken Williams 03:27:28 f/s 

Ullswater 
10th August 2024 

After last year’s cancellation due to the poor weather, I was keeping my fingers crossed that all 
would be well this time.  My first experience of organising the Ullswater swim and I wanted 
everything to go well. 

Checking the weather became a daily occurrence until the day itself!  We had a little rain to start 
with but then things brightened up.  Flat calm water at the start though did not fool us into thinking 
it would be like that all the way.  The usual chop in the middle section provided some challenges 
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for the swimmers but after the rather chilly start of 13.8 degrees, they were happy to make their 
way down to the 16 degree water towards Pooley Bridge. 

The swimmers went off in 3 waves.  This helps to keep the swimmers in a relatively close 
bunched pack which in turn helps the safety crews. 

We had 2 ladies choosing to wear their wetsuits and we nearly had 1 man in the non-traditional 
category.  That was remedied with a sharp pair of scissors and he went from non-traditional to 
traditional in the blink of an eye!!  Luckily for him, there was also a shop open later in the 
afternoon where he bought the last paid of trunks so that he could swim Derwentwater the next 
day! 

Philip Yorke and Jane Sedman, our two breast-strokers set off first, followed by Amanda Randall 
and Kate Robarts and then our 6 remaining swimmers who had all estimated a time of 30 minutes 
or less. 

Paul Leonard brought the field home in 3 hours 20 minutes and 45 seconds followed by 
Tomas Meca in 3 hours 31 minutes and 45 seconds.  It was particularly pleasing to see Tomas 
finish as he had entered Coniston on a previous year and had to retire due to the cold.  Arriving 
from sunny Madrid on Friday evening to swim in Ullswater on Saturday takes some strength!  
Robert Sisley came in next with his shortened trunks intact followed by Kevin McCalden. 

Kate Robarts was very happy to finish as she had been disappointed with the cancellation last 
year and had the whole year to contemplate putting herself forward for the swim again! 

Our 2 wetsuited ladies finished at the front and in the middle of the pack.  A great swim by 
Emma Sharpe and Amanda Randall had previous experience of Ullswater which she wanted to 
put to bed. 

Jane Sedman finished in just under five and a half hours with Philip Yorke bringing up the rear 
just short of six hours. 

We had just the one swimmer who didn’t finish.  Amy Mellor was very disappointed to DNF after 
she became too cold to continue.  Amy has a good swimming background and I am sure she will 
not let this put her off.  She was in good hands with our first aid team after a smooth extraction 
from the water and recovery to Glenridding. 

Our volunteers were shared over the weekend with the Derwentwater swim and they consisted of 
Sue Coates (Race Control), Janet Wilson and Celia Hardwick (First Aid), Mick Blackburn, 
Martyn Coates, Richard Hardy and David Kershaw (Safety Crew) and Annie Stafford and 
Simon Wallis (Time Keepers).  A big thank you to all of them for helping me out and keeping 
everything running smoothly. 

A final word about our volunteer kayakers.  Over the last couple of seasons, I have been 
badgering people to help out in this area.  It has definitely paid dividends as we now have a pool 
(albeit a small pool!) of solid kayakers.  They really embrace the ethos of the BLDSA, sharing the 
swimmers highs and lows.  The comments from the swimmers confirm how grateful they are and 
I really want to express my gratitude to the following:  Gayle and Michael Moore, Alex Roots, 
Darren Thompson.  These 4 people have really helped us out – not just with my swims but with 
others too.  I would also like to thank Dee and Paul Llewellyn-Hodgson for assisting with 
Ullswater this year.  You may have seen the lovely things said about Dee on Social Media so 
thanks to you too! 

Michelle Hardy 
Ullswater Swim Secretary 
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Results

7.5 miles Mens 1st Paul Leonard 03:20:45 f/s 
7.5 miles Mens 2nd Tomas Meca 03:31:45 f/s 
7.5 miles Mens 3rd Robert Sisley 04:09:56 f/s 
7.5 miles Mens 4th Kevin McCalden 04:36:32 f/s 
7.5 miles Mens 1st B/stroke Philip Yorke 05:51:02 Bst 
7.5 miles Ladies 1st Kate Robarts 05:04:50 f/s 
7.5 miles Ladies 1st B/stroke Jane Sedman 05:28:55 Bst 
7.5 miles Ladies DNF Amy Mellor DNF   

7.5 miles 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Emma Sharpe 03:11:23 f/s 

7.5 miles 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Amanda Randall 04:53:10 f/s 

Derwentwater Triangle Championship 
11th August 2024 

We had glorious weather for this year’s swim, sunny but not too hot.  The wind was gentle and 
the water calm.  At Keswick beach the lake was 17C.  Even at the bottom end of the lake where 
the river comes in and it is usually significantly chilly, it was reasonably warm. 

We only had 6 swimmers.  This meant many of them came first in their category!  Philip Yorke,1st  

traditional costume breaststroke, Robert Sisley 1st Gents traditional costume freestyle, 
Louise Orgill 1st Ladies traditional costume freestyle and Amanda Randall 1st wetsuit freestyle.  
Simon Lee was 2nd male freestyle.  Robert swam in brand new traditional trunks, the last pair in 
Keswick! 

This year we had to swim round the right side of St. Herbert’s Island on the way out due to the left 
side appearing weedy.  The second big orange buoy near Kettlewell Beach went AWOL and had 
to be rescued. 

As usual we acknowledge the important role our kayakers play in guiding and encouraging the 
swimmers.  Also, thanks to all the volunteers; Race Control Sue Coates, Safety Officer 
Richard Hardy, First Aid Celia Hardwick and Janet Wilson, Timekeepers Simon Wallis and 
Michelle Hardy, and the Boat Crew Richard Hardy, Mick Blackburn, Martyn Coates and 
David Kershaw. 

Finally, three of our swimmers completed the North Lake Challenge. Philip, Robert and Amanda 
swam Ullswater on the Saturday and Derwentwater on the Sunday.  What an achievement! 

Annie Stafford 
Swim Secretary 
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Results

5.25 miles Mens 1st Robert Sisley 02:57:03 f/s 
5.25 miles Mens 2nd Simon Lee 03:12:44 f/s 
5.25 miles Mens 1st B/stroke Philip Yorke 04:12:38 Bst 
5.25 miles Ladies 1st Louise Orgill 03:00:13 f/s 
5.25 miles Ladies DNF Amy Mellor DNF   

5.25 miles 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Amanda Randall 03:20:09 f/s 

Two Way Windermere Report 
3rd/4th August 2024 

The Swim took place overnight on 3rd/4th August 2024.  Five people had entered this tough swim, 
and one withdrew before the day. 

Swimmers are asked to estimate their time for the swim and then given a start time with the aim 
of everyone finishing around 8 am in the morning.  Each person has a personal escort with them 
and there are 2 rescue RIB’s on the water as well as 2 kayakers to help navigate swimmers 
around the turn buoy in the dark.  Although, of course the swimmer puts a huge effort into a swim 
of this length, it is often the knowledge and skill of those on and around the water that contributes 
a large part of the success. 

This was the first time we had run this event with kayak/canoe escorts, as opposed to rowing or 
powered boats, and all concerned did a great job.  The whole event was completed, certificates 
presented and packed up before 8 am, with only the rescue boat crews to return to their 
launching point, as always being the last to complete their professional job of vigilance. 

All four of those who entered the water completed the event in better than expected times.  The 
fastest swimmer was Matthew Breckon in a record-breaking time of 8 hours 8 minutes and 44 
seconds.  Next was Neil Muscat in 11 hours 8 minutes and 39 seconds, followed by 
Felicity Carnell in 12 hours 35 minutes and 5 seconds and Andrew Wells in 14 hours 56 minutes 
and 12 seconds. 

It was a calm night with a water temperature of 19 degrees which was warmer than the air 
temperature! 

The swim is run every 2 years, alternating with Loch Lomond and is comparable to, but different 
from, an English Channel swim, all of which are 21/22 miles in length. 

Janet Wilson 
Two Way Windermere and Loch Lomond Swim Secretary 

Results 

21 mile Ladies 1st Felicity Carnell 12:35:05 f/s 
21 mile Mens 1st Matthew Breckon 08:08:44 f/s 
21 mile Mens 2nd Neil Muscat 11:08:39 f/s 
21 mile Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 14:56:12 f/s 
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St Mary’s Loch Report 
7th September 2024 

Although this was a smaller group of swimmers than usual, the weekend was, as always, an 
excellent gathering of like-minded people.  Some of those attending were there purely because 
they wanted to join in the fun at this beautiful venue.  This included a contingent from Halifax 
canoe club, encouraged by Safety Officer Chris.  The weather was warm and sunny, with a water 
temperature of around 13 degrees C . 

Our hosts Alistair and Eleanor at Tibbie Shiels campsite did everything to make us welcome and 
joined us, along with 3 year old Arthur  for a ride in the safety boat and a meal after the event.  It 
was also good to see families of swimmers past and present, now with a new generation, also 
enjoying the venue. 

This is an event where serious swimming achievements can be made and also aspiring 
swimmers can test their skills and tolerance of cold water in the circuit events.  All abilities and 
types of dress etc can be catered for, even those changing their mind on the day, as some did 
this time.  However, it is a fairly expensive event to run, mainly because of its remote distance 
from many swimmers, so more entries are needed to secure its future.  Entry fees will not have 
covered the cost of running the event this year. 

I hope to see many more of you entering the event next September. 

Janet Wilson 
St Mary’s Loch Swim Secretary 

Results 

2 Way Mens 1st Paul Leonard 02:52:55 f/s 
2 Way Mens 2nd Andrew Wells 03:29:37 f/s 
1 Way Ladies 1st Helen Beveridge 01:37:55 f/s 
1 Way Ladies 2nd Izzie Hutchinson 02:23:30 f/s 
1 Way Ladies 3rd Alex Sedman 02:38:00 f/s 
1 km trad   1st Alison Ramcharran 00:47:57 Bst 
3 km trad   1st Jane Sedman 01:38:07 Bst 

1 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Taisho Ramcharran 00:26:23 f/s 

1 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Genevieve Rich 00:46:14 Bst 

1 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Alexander Ramcharran DNF   

2 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Claire Beaumont 01:04:52 Bst 

3 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Helen Brindle 01:01:50 f/s 

4 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Susan Foster 02:12:48 f/s 

5 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Sarah Weston 02:11:53 f/s 
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Windermere 
14th September 2024 

Once again, the Windermere One Way event, our longest standing Annual swim, was the last 
event of the season.  This would be the 67th time we held the event and there were 15 swimmers, 
and 6 of them had kayakers of their own, the remaining 9 had asked the BLDSA to supply 
kayakers.  You would think it would be a simple task to find 10 kayakers to include a “Spare” just 
in case one was required during the event.  But you would not believe how difficult it was to get 
some to commit from a total of 60 who were asked but no I could not find a “spare”.  I am just 
grateful for the 9 who could attend for the sake of the swimmers. 

The final 48 hours before the event proved to be difficult as severe wind issues were expected on 
the day.  The rapidly changing wind speed (gusts) seemed to be causing problems for the many 
forecasters we looked at as no one seemed to agree with another.  Wind speed was reported as 
between 8 and 18 mph with gusts between 18 and 36.  The wind looked like it may cause a 
cancellation, but all was left until the Saturday morning to make a final decision and luckily for all 
involved it was agreed the event could go ahead. 

On the day, arriving at 06:15 at Fellfoot I unlocked the main gates to let the early birds in, which 
was me, Jacky and the café staff who pulled in behind me.  There was a nominal low lying mist 
over the ground and water, but it was getting lighter as the drizzle washed it away.  The café was 
busy getting food and drinks prepared and people started arriving.  There were lots of the usual 
meets and greets going on with Swimmers and Kayakers meeting in person, to finalise plans, 
load equipment and food onto the kayaks and friendships being renewed or made for the first 
time as is always the case with BLDSA events. 

Then it’s all hands to the pumps for the Officials, booking in 15 Swimmers, 16 Kayakers and 13 
Officials.  It always amazes me, there are comprehensive lists of what you need for the event, but 
invariably people still turn up without some of the essentials, so one loaned out flag Alpha and a 
Whistle later all seemed to be on course.  There were maps available for any kayakers needing 
them, Marker Pens were being brandished for the numbers for the Swimmers and Kayakers. 

A full briefing had been sent to the Swimmers, Kayakers and Officials for information to cut down 
on time at the start of the day and only some minor updates were required such as the water 
temperature, which was 15/16.  There were no signs of the dreaded Blue-Green Algae and the 
weather for the day, which was said to be looking marginal, was thought to be within limits.  Then 
all too soon it was 09:00 and the First wave of 8 were almost underway, but as always, we had to 
wait for a kayaker or two to get in position, then at 09:16 off they went to much applause.  Then 
time to draw breath, buy a coffee and breakfast bun and hurry up and wait, until the second wave 
of 7.  It was decided to get them off a little earlier because of the weather conditions and they 
were called forward to set off at 10:00, 30 minutes earlier than proposed, but again slow kayakers 
slipped the time to 10:09.  The shore based people who could leave then did so, leaving just 
myself, Janet Wilson (First Aid) and Sue Coates (Event Controller) eventually when the field had 
progressed far enough, we left to travel to the second First Aid post manned by Philip Yorke and 
Jacky Classen, near the Lake Wardens and Ferry Crossing point. 

I then drove to the finish at Ambleside to set up camp with the help of regular attendee 
Peter Larrad, then the two timekeepers Jean Wilkin Oxley and Lois McCray rocked up and 
assisted.  News came in about some swimmers for whom it was not their day, and they had 
sensibly retired.  Several times people would stop and ask what was going on and they were very 
interested and surprised to hear of the exploits of our swimmers on the day and the BLDSA in 
general. 

Things continued to progress, and news came in that the First Swimmer was due in.  Because of 
the two waves swimmers started coming in from both the early and later starters, keeping the 
timekeepers very busy as some swimmers were from each wave.  This proved to be a talking 
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point, having the two waves of swimmers mixed up at arrival kept everyone guessing as to what 
the order of the finishers would be.  This would all come to light at the later presentation and 
confirmed when the results were published a few days later. 

With the last swimmer ashore, the presentation was convened and with the assistance of 
President Philip Yorke, each swimmer received a commemorative medal and a Certificate with 
their time recorded on it, each to rapturous applause and cheers. 
Presentations over and the swimming season at an end it was handshakes and hugs all round 
and off.  Transport was organised for some who needed to get back to Fell Foot for their own 
cars. 

Then it was on with packing equipment and paperwork and off for an evening meal and a cheeky 
glass or two of Red.  Then back on the computer to complete the finances, send out thanks to the 
Officials, Swimmers, Kayakers and Staff of Fell Foot for their help on the day. 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone for the support shown in the build-up and on the day, 
especially my wife Jacky without whom I think I probably would have thrown in the towel. 

The 2025 event is on the 30th August and by the time you read this the entries should be open. 

Vince Classen 
Windermere Swim Secretary 
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Results

10.5 miles Ladies 1st Amy Ennion 05:54:00 f/s 
10.5 miles Ladies 2nd Michelle Hardy 06:55:55 f/s 
10.5 miles Ladies 3rd Judith O'Driscoll 08:53:18 f/s 
10.5 miles Ladies DNF Karen Purdy DNF   
10.5 miles Mens 1st Bogdan Zurbagiu 04:38:14 f/s 
10.5 miles Mens 2nd Paul Leonard 05:00:35 f/s 
10.5 miles Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 06:29:34 f/s 
10.5 miles Mens 4th Luke Venables 06:37:57 f/s 
10.5 miles Mens DNF Phil Roussel DNF   
10.5 miles Mens DNF Patrick Coffey DNF   

10.5 miles 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Emma Sharpe 04:58:08 f/s 

10.5 miles 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Nancy Reed 05:26:58 f/s 

10.5 miles 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Adam Goodbody 05:43:19 f/s 

10.5 miles 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Ben Anscombe 05:52:32 f/s 

10.5 miles 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Kate Rose 06:51:05 f/s 

One Hour Swim Challenge & 30 Minute Swim Challenge 2024 

Congratulations to all entrants on another successful swim.  To those of you who compete with us 
regularly, I hope you were happy with your entry into this year’s event and to those of you who 
joined us for the first time – welcome and we hope you enjoyed the experience. 

The two events offer different challenges to participants and a number of swimmers enter both.  
Numbers were much the same as last year, with an increase in the adult team entries which was 
really nice to see. 

We used a different medal supplier this year who was able to complete our order in a shorter 
timescale, allowing us to turn the event round faster than in previous years. I hope this made a 
positive difference to swimmers. 

As ever, I would like to express my thanks to all those who work behind the scenes to make the 
swim possible – club administrators and coaches, parents and carers and the BLDSA committee. 

We hope to see you all again in 2025. 

Caroline Lewis 
One Hour Swim Challenge Secretary 
bldsaonehourchallenge@gmail.com 
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1 Andrew Wells 8 21 6.50 10.50 46.00 S
2 Paul Leonard 6 8 7 6.50 10.50 38.00 V
3 Matthew Breckon 21 21.00 S
3 Neil Muscat 21 21.00 S
5 Peter Bannister 6 10.50 16.50 S
6 Rob Sisley 7 5 12.00 V
6 Philip Yorke 7 5 12.00 V
8 Bogdan Zurbagiu 10.50 10.50 S
8 Luke Venables 10.50 10.50 V
10 Simon Lee 3.11 5 8.11 V
11 Steven Millard 8 8.00 S
11 Colin France 8 8.00 V
11 David Hallsworth 8 8.00 S
11 Ken Williams 8 8.00 V
11 Alex Crawford 8 8.00 V
11 Nye Levett 8 8.00 S
11 Sean Breslin 8 8.00 S
11 Andrew Middleton 8 8.00 V
19 Kevin McCalden 7 7.00 V
19 Tomas Meca 7 7.00 S
21 Matthew Wright 3.11 3.11 S

Breaststroke

Grand�Prix�
2024�All�
Males
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1 Felicity Carnell 21 21.00 S
2 Michelle Hardy 3.11 6 10.50 19.61 V
3 Amy Ennion 8 10.50 18.50 S
4 Jane Sedman 3.11 6 7 16.11 V
5 Judith O'Driscoll 10.50 10.50 M
6 Sharon Bellamy 8 8.00 V
6 Andrea Ayres 8 8.00 V
8 Kate Robarts 7 7.00 M
9 Louise Orgill 5 5.00 V
10 Liz Hourican 4 4.00 V
11 Karen Purdy 3.11 3.11 V
11 Wendy Figures 3.11 3.11 V

Breaststroke

Grand�
Prix�2024�

All�
Females
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Officers’ Reports

Membership Administrator’s Report 

This role was discontinued at the AGM held in March 2024 as the work previously carried out by 
the Membership Administrator is mainly dealt with via the BLDSA website.  Any remaining admin 
will be shared out among committee members. 

For 2024, there were 8 Affiliate clubs.  Isle of Wight Swim Club, Warrington Dolphins, 
Jersey LDSC, Grimsby & Cleethorpes Water Rats, Chester Tri Club, Brighton Swimming Club, 
The Big Bath and YeAABA. 

The memberships and the Events opened on the 1st November 2024. 

Hon. Recorder’s Report 

2024 Swim Recognition 

LOCH NESS 22.5 miles 36.2 kms 
Fort Augustus to Loch End 
SOLO SWIMS 

Andrea Ayres, 19/20 August 2024, 20 hours 59 minutes 10 seconds 
Kristen Smith, 30 August 2024, 16 hours 57 minutes 41 seconds 

WINDERMERE 31.5 miles 
Fellfoot Start 
SOLO SWIM 

Dani Wallwork, 02 September 2024, 13 hours 26 minutes 44 seconds (Wetsuit Swim)

WINDERMERE TWO WAY 21 miles 
Waterhead to Waterhead 
SOLO SWIM 

Niall Kenny, 24th August 2024, 16 hours 26 minutes 45 seconds 
Sharon Bellamy, 16th September 2024, 12 hours 58 minutes 0 seconds 

LOCH LOMOND 21.6 miles 34.8 km 
Balloch to Ardlui
SOLO SWIM 

Caroline Block, 28th August 2024, 16 hours 53 minutes 10 seconds 

PLYMOUTH SOUND 2 WAY 11.5 km 
Bovisands to Cawsands and back 
SOLO SWIM 

Jacob Roberts, 15 August 2024, 5 hours 10 minutes 31 seconds (Inaugural Swim) 

LOCH LOCHY 16 km 
Laggan Locks to Gairlochy Lighthouse 
SOLO SWIMS 

Philip Hodges, 4th September 2024, 6 hours 11 minutes 16 seconds (Inaugural Swim) 
Helen Beveridge, 4th September 2024, 6 hours 58 minutes 44 seconds (First Female) 
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LOCH ARKAIG 19.3 km 
River Pean to Beach, Locheil Estate Private Road 
SOLO SWIM 

Helen Beveridge, 2nd September 2024, 8 hours 06 minutes 46 seconds (Inaugural Swim) 

LOCH LOMOND 
Ardlui to Balloch
RELAY SWIM 

Keck Crew SF 
(Annabel Kidd, Rex Riedel, Sarah Batt, Amelia Batt, Haley McClellan, Justin Taub) 
23 July 2024, 12 hours 51 minutes 11 seconds 

LOCH AWE 
Torran Bay Slipway to Loch Awe Railway Bridge
RELAY SWIM 

Team Awe-some 
(Vicky Elson Smith, Stella Ferguson) 
31 July 2024. 16 hours 17 minutes 21 seconds 

Philip Yorke 
Recorder 

BLDSA Members who successfully completed an English Channel Crossing during 2024.  
Congratulations to everyone. 

Alexander Fletcher 13/07/2024 14:00:00

Daryl Cygler 17/07/2024 11:42:00

Jos Simson 19/07/2024 12:49:00

Jeffrey Orenstein 28/07/2024 11:22:00

Daniel Bateman 29/07/2024 16:56:00

Colin France 14/08/2024 11:47:00

Darren Watson 29/08/2024 14:00:00

Alex Crawford 28/08/2024 12:02:00

Prisha Tapre 04/09/2024 11:48:00

Nye Levett 07/09/2024 11:54:00

Sean Breslin 15/09/2024 12:14:00
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Prisha Tapre celebrates her Channel Swimming Success 

The Leas Cliff Hall in Folkstone set the stage for the 2024 Channel Swimming Association’s 
Annual Dinner—a highly anticipated evening for channel swimming enthusiasts to gather, 
celebrate achievements, and honour extraordinary contributions to the sport. 

Prisha Tapre was overjoyed to receive the prestigious Graeme Thompson Trophy as the 
youngest successful swimmer and deeply honoured to be awarded the Oldman Memorial Trophy 
for the most meritorious British Long Distance Swimming Association (BLDSA) swimmer. 

Prisha’s coach Jeremy Irvine wrote “The BLDSA played a pivotal role in Prisha’s training journey, 
providing invaluable support and encouragement from fellow competitors, organisers, safety 
crew, and kayakers.  Their warmth and dedication gave her the courage and confidence she 
needed to reach her goals. 

For those aspiring to swim the channel, I always recommend participating in as many events in 
the BLDSA swim series as possible.  The series is designed to help swimmers gradually build 
stamina, resilience, and mental fortitude.  These events are popular with channel swimmers, so 
you meet and  talk with people who have achieved your dream.  One of my personal favourites is 
the Champion of Champions event, where camaraderie runs deep as swimmers brave the cold, 
shivering together before tackling the three-mile and one-mile races.  These shared experiences 
create lasting friendships within the community. 

Prisha and my son Felipe especially loved the Coniston Six-Hour Swim To The Sunset.  With no 
competitive pressure, they could fully relax and take in the breathtaking beauty of the 
surroundings.  Prisha even wore her BLDSA “Swim to the Sunset” hat during her channel swim, a 
symbol of the joy and spirit that guided her through each stroke.” 

(Thank you to Jeremy Irvine for providing this report – we are most grateful) 
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Hon. Publicity Officer’s Report 

There is currently no Publicity Officer in post.  If anyone has experience with 
Marketing/Publicity/Advertising and would like to join in with this, please let one of the Committee 
members know. 

Hon. Safety Officer’s Report 

Well another year has passed and once again there were no incidents, but not the year was not 
without excitement.  Thybergh Country Park was a smashing day of swimming with some good 
results from all involved – the water was a bit cold to start with but the sun came out and warmed 
it up just enough to be comfortable (well it was very comfortable for me and David on board Swim 
Rescue – that’s the yellow one for those interested).  We should have been in the new Swim Safe 
but unfortunately Humber RHIBS who manufactured it didn’t hit the dead line.  On a plus point 
though I did manage to find a buyer for the old Swim Safe, (blue one)  She is now being used in 
power boat races off the Cornish coast having been retro-fitted with a 140Hp engine.  The new 
owner is very happy with his purchase and I think we got a reasonable return on the sale.  
Andy Wright procured the boat in 2013 for we think around £30,000, we have just raised £11500 
on the sale so a quick calculation over the 10 years we’ve owned her, the cost works out at 
£1850 per year, with 10 swims in the calendar that equates to £185 per swim.  Obviously these 
cost don’t include the maintenance or running costs but they do show a very good return on the 
investment involved in owning the boats ourselves as opposed to hiring them which roughly costs 
around £300 per boat including expenses. 

So Champion of Champions, the week leading up to the event was full of weather watching, 
Philip Hodges was constantly monitoring the situation and keeping the team informed.  Despite 
our best efforts the Dover Harbour Master made the final call on the Friday late morning 
cancelling the event.  The problem was, the boat crews were already on their way to Dover, along 
with a few of the other event officials and some swimmers.  Saturday morning wasn’t exactly 
pleasant but had the Harbour master not cancelled the day before I think we could have made a 
shorter course and actually got a swim, although it would have been a rough one.  Calls like this 
are very hard to make and we have to accept the decisions that were made, however, I still 
believe these sort of judgments should be made on the actual day.  Whilst this does mean a lot of 
possible wasted travelling if the events are cancelled, it also means that if the weather changes 
we can still run some kind of event.  All we can do is hope for a better day next year. 

We added a new event this year Coniston Swim to the Sunset, brilliantly organised by 
Helen Liddle and Karen Purdy.  Set in the north end of Coniston, here we come armed with the 
new Swim Safe, what a boat, excellent handling and great deck layout (even if I do say so 
myself). All credit to all the crew members involved in the layout, Mick, Martyn, David & myself.  
We think Martyn must have mastered the all new GPS system as no one complained about the 
course being too long.(Well no more than usual anyway) we setup a 1500m circuit with a clever 
little 500m tagged onto the end.  No problems with any weeds which was a little bit of a concern I 
had but thankfully they were low enough to not even be seen on most of the course.  Over the 12 
hours we developed a great working relationship with the Coniston Launch craft who negotiated 
our course with precision and had no trouble sharing the water space with us.  A fantastic first 
time event – sure to be repeated next season and can only go from strength to strength.  Also I 
would like to say a big thankyou to all the volunteer kayakers who were very helpful in controlling 
the swimmers not only in Coniston but in all the other events they volunteered for as well. 

On the Ullswater challenge we tried a new first aid recovery point, this proved to be not the 
easiest to access from the water so won’t be used again.  It is a stark reminder that when you are 
in the Lake District in the middle of an 8 mile long stretch of water it can be quite a task to extract 
a casualty to the shoreline with any access to a road where a vehicle can be positioned for help. 
With this in mind we have taken the decision that next year’s event will have a first aid point at the 
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start and finish, this ensures vehicular access and landing facilities; special thanks to the boat 
hire company at Pooley Bridge for their support with both land and water access. 

Derwent Water threw in a curve ball with the dreaded Blue Green Algae being spotted off the first 
island, a small course deviation was required by the swimmers – this added a new vista for the 
kayakers though as they got to see the other side of the island.  We thought we had an escapee 
buoy at the Kettlewell bay but it turned out Martyn had a senior moment and had just anchored it 
in the wrong place, just proves even the best of us can get a little confused on the water. 

The rest of the season went as planned with the crews having a busy night on Windermere two 
way and a cold wet start to Windermere one way, but both events were completed without any 
issues.  The St. Mary’s Loch attracted a few entrants who all made a great effort to brave the cold 
and complete the event, not giving the safety crews any cause for concern, I think the new boat 
will have had a good test run with all the crews now having tried it out. 

We are constantly on the lookout for new additions to the safety team, if you have any ideas you 
would like to see implemented or even tried at our events then please contact me or any of the 
committee.

Finally a huge thankyou to the safety crews and committee members who make the BLDSA a joy 
to be involved with and to all the new and regular swimmers.  See you all in the New Year. 

Richard Hardy 
Hon. Safety Officer 

Hon. Rescue Boat Coordinator’s Report 

As another season draws to a close, we find ourselves with an opportunity to reflect on a 
successful year and express our gratitude to the many volunteers whose dedication has ensured 
our swims could take place and our safety boats were properly crewed.  Our safety boat team 
has put in countless hours, sacrificing personal time and covering hundreds of miles in their own 
vehicles to provide safety cover across the country.  These volunteers are often the first to arrive 
and the last to leave, and both the association and its members owe them a tremendous debt of 
gratitude.  Special thanks go out to Richard, Mick, Martyn, Nikki, Chris, Andy, and Helen for all 
you have done to keep our swimmers safe throughout the season. 

Additionally, I would like to extend particular thanks to Mick, Martyn, and Richard for their ongoing 
commitment to towing the boats, performing necessary maintenance, and, at the start of the 
season, making time in their busy schedules to visit Humber RIBs and discuss options for a 
replacement RIB. 

This season marked a significant milestone with the replacement of our old Swim Safe RIB, which 
had just reached its 10-year anniversary.  The new Swim Safe has exceeded expectations, 
delivering reliable performance even in challenging conditions. With a few design improvements 
over its predecessor, the new RIB offers increased deck space, additional covered storage, a 
higher top speed, and enhanced overall performance. 

Our equipment endures rigorous use throughout the season in a range of weather and water 
conditions.  Although everything has performed well and as expected, we will be conducting an 
offseason review of all safety equipment and replacing any items that no longer meet our high 
standards.  We've already identified some handheld VHF radios for replacement, along with the 
aerial for Swim Rescue, to ensure stronger communication capabilities during events.  We also 
hope to organise a pre-season training day for our safety team, covering essential skills such as 
first aid and incident management to further enhance our team’s readiness. 
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Finally, we wish to formally acknowledge and thank Chris Hickling for his dedicated service as 
Safety Boat Coordinator.  Although Chris stepped down at the start of the season and passed the 
role on, he has continued to lend his expertise and support when needed.  We are truly grateful 
for his ongoing contributions over the years. 

Thank you once again to everyone involved for making this season a success and for ensuring 
the safety and enjoyment of our swimmers. 

David Kershaw 
Rescue Boat Co-ordinator 

Safeguarding Report 

I’m pleased to say that the 2024 summer season has not had any safeguarding issues. 

I now plan to resign as safeguarding officer.  It has been a pleasure and privilege to work with you 
all. 

Celia Hardwick
Safeguarding Officer 

Hon. Dinner Secretary’s Report 

There is no Dinner Secretary in post and therefore I agreed to organise the Dinner again, a 
choice of options was put in front of the Committee and the majority agreed that a visit to Matlock 
Bath was the preference. 

The AGM was held on the Saturday afternoon followed by an informal meal in the New Bath 
Hotel.  The Hotel has a naturally spring-fed swimming pool which was enjoyed by BLDSA 
members and guests.  We were well looked after by the staff and everyone enjoyed the food. 

After the meal was finished we retired to a comfortable lounge where the History Books of the 
BLDSA had been laid out and were available to read.  A montage of photographs from the 
season played on a loop on a screen as usual.  During this time, a new swim for 2025 was 
discussed that could be a collaboration between the BLDSA and the Hotel.  Further details will be 
forthcoming soon. 

We are always open to suggestions so please let us know if you have any ideas for an alternative 
venue.

Michelle Hardy 
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200 Club 

Month Amt No Name Amt No Name Amt No Name 
Jan £10 3 Andrew 

Butler
£10 93 Leslie du 

Cane 
£5 110 Andrew 

Wells 

Feb £10 101 Philip 
Yorke 

£10 74 Richard 
Hardy 

£5 57 Duncan 
Heenan 

March £10 98 Karen 
Jones

£10 103 Paul 
Tew 

£5 86 Steve 
Smith

AGM £20 133 Sue 
Coates

£20 34 Leslie du 
Cane 

N/A   

April £10 32 Jo 
Blackburn

£10 55 Andrew 
Butler

£5 22 Helen 
Beveridge

May £10 20 Steve 
Price

£10 120 Leslie du 
Cane 

£5 61 Richard 
Hardy 

June £10 6 Philip 
Yorke 

£10 74 Richard 
Hardy 

£5 42 Anne 
Smith

July £10 94 Paul 
Taylor 

£10 100 Andrew 
Wright

£5 28 Graham 
Smith

Aug £10 100 Andrew 
Wright

£10 99 Helen 
Beveridge

£5 37 Graham 
McIntyre 

Sept £10 27 Leslie du 
Cane 

£10 43 Karen 
Jones

£5 110 Andrew 
Wells 

Oct £10 80 Helen 
Beveridge

£10 17 Helen 
Beveridge

£5 71 Clive 
Burbage 

Nov £10 78 Andrew 
Butler

£10 111 Martyn 
Coates

£5 132 Leslie du 
Cane 

Dec £10 40 Andrew 
Wright

£10 104 John 
Goodbody 

£5 22 Helen 
Beveridge

Congratulations to the 2024 winners.  There are currently only 108 tickets in the draw so 92 are 
available to you today, at £6 per number per year and they are all in every draw during the 
season so potentially 38 chances of your number being drawn during the year.  You will see from 
the winners list some are very lucky but they may have multiple numbers in the draw. 

Please consider giving that additional little support to your association and there is always the 
potential to win your money back during the year.  Please contact Michelle Hardy who took over 
running the 200 Club in 2024 to organise your numbers and be ready for the first draw for 2025. 

Michelle Hardy 
200 Club Administrator 
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Affiliated Club Reports

Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club

Marlins Swim Club Isle of Wight were delighted to be able to host the 70th Pier2Pier Sea Swim 
Isle of Wight on Saturday 20th July this year.  Although the sun didn’t put in an appearance, the 
favourable conditions enabled all swimmers to complete the Swim, and a wonderful time was had 
by all. 

A record 157 swimmers joined the event, with half of this number venturing across the Solent 
from the Mainland to join in the fun.  We were delighted to host a 15-17 year age category for the 
first time, and it was good to see swimmers in this group putting in some excellent times and 
finishing at the front of the field, with Harry Sheppard finishing second in the overall field and 
taking the 15-17 male age category trophy, and Isobel Muncaster taking the 15-17 female 
category prize and finishing sixth overall. 

The fastest time was posted by Islander Ben van de Helstraete, taking just 32m:58s to finish the 
1.8 mile route.  Fastest lady was Kitty Craig, in 35m:08s, and we were very proud of our most 
senior finisher, Jenny Ball, who at 86 took the Most Senior Finisher trophy for a record-equalling 
fifth time. 

Thank you to all swimmers for sticking with us through the disappointment of last years’ cancelled 
swim, and for helping us to make our 70th event such a special celebration. 

The Pier2Pier Sea Swim Isle of Wight 2025 will be held on Saturday 9th August, with a back-up 
date of Saturday 23rd August in the event of bad weather.  The Swim takes place along the 
beautiful coastline between Sandown and Shanklin, taking in the stunning sandstone cliffs.  It’s a 
great opportunity to experience an iconic Sea Swim challenge as well as taking a break on the 
glorious Isle of Wight, so put the date in your diary and come along and join us! 

Fiona Claxton 
on behalf of Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club 
p2p@iowmarlinsswimclub.co.uk
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Warrington Dolphins Long Distance Swimming Club 

What a great year’s swimming we have experienced in this our 60th anniversary year. 

BLDSA 1HC & 30MC (Postal Swim) - We had 17 swimmers completing this event. We allocated 
3 sessions at Broomfields and a proportion of the pool for members to swim. Thanks to those 
who sat on the side and counted lengths for their fellow Dolphins. We swam a total of 40448 
metres in both the 1 hour and 30 minute categories. Once again Chris Carter swam many times 
to try and improve his distance. The club entered 3 teams, 2 in the 1 hour challenge and the other 
in the 30 minute challenge.  The 3 teams were Gents 25+, Ladies 25+ and Mixed open team.  All 
3 teams total distance swam was the greatest, therefore all teams won their category.  
Chris Carter managed to come 2nd and 1st in his age group for the 1hour and 30minute challenge 
respectively.  We also need to thank Caroline Lewis (an ex-treasurer of the club who ran this 
national event on behalf of the club). 

1500m Championship - In late January we again held our 1500m event at Warrington’s Jubilee 
Hub.  The swim format was a repeat of previous years and was a great success.  It was lovely to 
see old friends from taking part once more. We plan to hold next years on a similar date.  But our 
thanks must go to Kalliopi for her excellent organisation of the event. 

Membership – We are very pleased that the club has significantly increased its membership 
numbers this year, we believe this is due to a significant reduction in membership fees 
implemented this year and attractive swim prices for members.  

Budworth Tuesday Summer Sessions - We held 23 Tuesday night open water sessions at 
Budworth this season, during the period from April to September.  My thanks must go to all those 
who helped out to make the sessions so successful.  We had a total of 53 swimmers registered 
and 308 swims during the season overall. Our busiest Tuesday was on the 18th June, when we 
had 21 swimmers in the water. The maximum water temperature observed was 23oC.  We only 
missed one week during the season due to some ‘dodgy’ looking water quality. However, the big 
talking point this year was Andy’s temperature measurements and how he reported to the 
swimmers.  The phrase 16C appeared to be used throughout the summer. 

Training - We continue to hold training sessions at Broomfields Leisure Centre (8pm to 9pm) on 
Monday nights. Numbers attending have been varied with a hard core of swimmers attending.  
We had a little disruption during the summer due to pool heating issues at Broomfields. As a 
result, we trained for 3 weeks at Orford.  Our decision to dedicate one lane as a ‘Social lane’, for 
those swimmers who swim as Budworth but felt they couldn’t do a training session proved to be a 
great success.   Most of swimmers in this lane have never had a formal swimming lesson. But 
Julie Trevor stepped in and took control. What a result apart from very regular attendance of 
these swimmers, most had never swum anything other than ‘head up’ breaststroke before. Julie 
has now got them all swimming breaststroke, crawl & backcrawl with lovely stroke. The lane has 
been so successful that all entered the 30MC and 3 swam in the BLDSA ‘Swim into the sunset’ 
event.
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Anderson Trophy - This year the committee decided to acknowledge 
Julie Trevor’s efforts particularly relating to teaching swimming 
techniques and strokes to our ‘Social lane’ swimmers on Monday nights, 
by awarding her the Anderson Trophy.  The presentation was made at 
Budworth Sailing Club at our 60th anniversary social gathering in July.  
Well done Julie. 

Budworth Championship– We managed to run our Budworth 
Championship which we had not held for five years. We set the 
distances as 1 & 2 mile swims. We had an excellent turnout for the May 
swim. Thanks to all the participants and the helpers. We intend to repeat 
the event next year. We are currently working on agreeing the 2025 
event date with the Sailing club. Will advise date when known.  

Billy Dutton – It was on the 13th May 2024 that Billy last came to a club 
session.  Little were those present to realise that this would be Billy’s last 
swim.  Two weeks later Billy passed away.  Billy will always be 
remembered as a great swimmer with a unique friendly character.  Many 

of the older members can recall with great happiness stories involving Billy.  It was a great tribute 
to him that many friends from current and older times attended his funeral earlier this month.  Billy 
you will always be remembered.  

Dolphins 60th Anniversary – This year has been the 60th anniversary of the club. We marked 
this significant occasion by having a social gathering on the 18Th June. The event was held after 
one of our Budworth Tuesday evening swimming sessions in the Budworth Sailing clubhouse. We 
had a great turnout of members old and new and their partner/friends. The social had a picture 
showing old and current members. We also had a buffet with an anniversary cake for the club.  
We need to thank Fiona for the magnificent poster she produced to advertise the event. Also, our 
thanks to BSC for their hospitality at allowing us to use their club house to hold the event. 

Coniston ‘Swim into the sunset’ – The Dolphins entered 2 teams of 6 into this new BLDSA 
swim. Both teams were entered into the 6 hour category. This meant both teams started 
swimming at 2pm and finished at 8pm. I believe that everyone enjoyed this low-key swim. 
Coniston water temperature (which I didn’t measure) was 17.8C.  One of the teams all swam as 
‘skins’ and completed 15km. The other team swimmers were a combination of skins and wetsuits. 
They swam 11km which was a great achievement as a number of the team had never swim in 
Coniston before.  Many of the swimmers after the event went to the Coniston Inn Hotel for a drink 
and some food.  Bill Boyall who was camping, realised that he had no lights on his bike to cycle 
with to the campsite at 11pm.  However, Kalliopi engineered a solution lending him 2 green 
swimming lights one for each hand.   We have since found out that the event is to be repeated 
next year on the 28th June 2025.  Maybe we can get more swimmers there next year. 

Dee Mile – This year we had 9 swimmers taking part in the swim.  Jess Burke excelled by 
finishing 2nd.

Our ladies have again been entering swims together this year.  The first was at Cholmondeley, 
where they excelled.  Later in the year they ended up being ‘The Ladies on Tour’, where they 
went to Croatia to undertake a Swim-Trek adventure.  And from the stories that came out, it was 
an adventure. So, Julie, Kalliopi, Alison, Mandy and Karen apparently all enjoyed themselves and 
did some swimming. 

Notable swims – Rachel Giles swam the Chillswim Coniston and the Ivan Percival, 
Andy Henderson also swam the Chillswim Coniston, James Cox-Coy completed the Gt North 
Swim & Jess Burke finished 2nd in the U-Swim Salford race.  These being a few of the great 
swims completed this year. 



Page 37 

Mileage Chart – For years we have recorded all the know miles swum by our members in events 
and this year we have had a pleasing increase in total mileage after a number of years of decline.  
This year we swam 144miles in total, which is on its way back to our 2019 total.  

Finally, I thank our hard-working committee and our members, their partners, spouses and 
parents who have supported and helped out at Club events.  This has helped make our Club and 
our events successful and the great club it is. 

David Bowker 
President
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The Big Bathe 

On an unseasonably warm Saturday in September, 130 swimmers gathered in West Wittering for 
the third annual Big Bathe sea swim in aid of Bowel Cancer U.K. and St Wilfrid’s Hospice, 
Chichester.

With a course of either 750m or 1500m there was a mix of triathletes, regular open water 
swimmers and complete novices. Fortunately for the novices the water was as calm as I have 
ever known the English Channel to be. 

First across the finish line of the 1500m was Fraser Nichols with a time of 25:47, however it was 
heartwarming to see how many of the times were held by multiple people, highlighting how many 
swimmers swam as pairs and groups. This is evidence of the warmth and camaraderie of the 
day. 

We’re very proud to say this year’s swim raised over £60,000 for the two very important causes. 

Imogen Johnson-Gilbert 
The Big Bathe 
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YeAABA - 2024 season report 

2024 was YeAABA’s 140th anniversary year, and happily was the first year for a while in which all 
of our planned swims were able to take place. 

After a challenging year in 2023, where weather conditions meant that many of our swims could 
not take place on their original dates and a few could not take place at all, this was a welcome 
change for the club. 

We started the season a little bit earlier than usual, with a special ‘Stars of the Past, Stars of the 
Future’ swim on Saturday 18 May, a short one (as it was still a bit chilly!) from Douglas Terrace to 
Broughty Ferry Harbour, which saw 14 YeAABA members past and present take part. 

As the season progressed, all 14 swims went ahead as planned, with only one – the Veteran’s 
Tay – needing to be rescheduled because of high winds on the original date. 

Although at some events it felt like the Tay barely got into summer temperatures, and there were 
a few choppy ones, we also had some swims in ideal weather – many swimmers said that this 
year’s Discovery Mile, with clear blue skies and a perfectly flat river, was the best conditions they 
could remember for the swim in years. 

Some swimmers also found international fame when the challenging Double Tay swim on 14 July 
was filmed by a German TV company making a documentary on open water swimming, and they 
also got some footage of swimmers at harbour training the following day. 

In addition to our 11 swims in the River Tay (12 including Stars of the Past, Stars of the Future), 
YeAABA held three swims in Loch Earn over the weekend of 17-18 August, the Full Loch, Half 
Loch and Crannog Mile.  All three loch swims this year saw swimmers complete them for the first 
time, and the Crannog Mile was a busy one with ten entrants. 

Many YeAABA members finished this season with their eye on longer distances for next year, 
and we look forward to seeing swimmers take on new challenges with the club and elsewhere in 
the 2025 season. 

John Walker 
Treasurer 
YeAABA 
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We have had another successful year as a club.  Our membership base has continued to grow 
with now over 200 members and certainly more year round skins swimmers. 

As a club we enjoy supporting local charities and had another successful December Dip-A-Day to 
end 2023 raising over £3000 for our local SANDS (Saving babies’ lives. Supporting bereaved 
families.) as well as raising £250 for our local RNLI on our Christmas Day Dip. 

We added to our Clubhouse portacabin with an additional Change room portacabin and some 
paths to gain access to both.  We hope to do some more landscaping and additional 
improvements to both portacabins over the next year. 

Our events this year were limited to club events only including regular full moon dips and a 
summer social swim to test out setting up a swim course for future planned events.  We hope to 
run our 24 hour swim (as a club event) next year as well as getting the Grimsby Dock Challenge 
Event back up and running (hopefully as a BLDSA event).  But our biggest celebration came from 
another successful channel relay team.  The all-female team, Summer Solstice Silkies, completed 
their swim in just under 14 hours and raised over £4500 for the North East Lincolnshire’s 
Women’s Aid. 

Tim Fletcher 
Treasurer 



 

 

 

 

 

1974 – 2024 

It was a great honour to have been elected your President and to be given the chance to lead the club over 
the next few years.  As we approach the end of my first year, happy memories keep coming to mind. We 
have enjoyed lots of fun and camaraderie within our diverse membership, our summer swimming 
programme has been well supported and there have been many marathon successes.  
This has been a special year for us celebrating our Golden Anniversary and as part of our celebrations, club 
member Justine Marett designed a new swimming costume depicting everything we love about the club. 
These included images of Archirondel Tower, the (famous) yellow boat, the dinner ladies, and cake, 
amongst other things. The costumes have been a great success with a number of repeat orders. 
Safety is paramount especially in the open water so when a fundraising drive was set up for 2 defibrillators 
to be situated at either end of St. Brelade’s Bay, we decided to collect donations at our Xmas pudding swim 
to contribute towards it. By that time, the fund had reached its total so we started our own club fund to 
purchase another defibrillator.  This will continue until our target is met. 
Winter pool training continued in the new year with an encouraging bunch of juniors and seniors turning 
up regularly for structured sessions .Thanks to Richard Flambard, Martine Le Guilcher and our committee 
members for leading and assisting on poolside. Training was obviously paying off as we had a record haul 
of 9 medals won by members in their respective age groups in the BLDSA One Hour Swim Challenge. Gold- 
Alice Harvey. Sarah Jane Jones & Phil Gaudin. Silver- Rhianna Reynolds, Julie Le Rougetel & Vaughan 
Robinson Bronze- Tilly Brock, Jacques Amy & Chris Bell. Well done to all the swimmers who took part and 
congratulations to the medal winners!  
The Swimarathon in March was the first real opportunity to show off our 
new club costumes. We had another great turn out and we raised a 
whopping £1,245 for the Lions Club of Jersey.  Thanks to Chantelle for 
organising and the 54 swimmers who took part.  
We were delighted to recruit two young eager volunteers to assist Martin 
with the club boat. Guy Pipon and Graeme Lowe attended Powerboat and 
VHF radio courses in preparation for the boating season. This year we moved Sea Swimmer to a summer 
berth in St. Helier Marina. This made it more convenient for access and they gave her a complete overhaul 
and audit ensuring everything would be ship shape in time for our first swim. With their blend of boating 
and swimming experiences they have become a real asset to the club. 
Our swimming calendar always starts with the New Year’s Day swim however the weather wasn’t kind to 
us this year which meant cancelling the swim for only the fourth time in our history.  So instead the first 
JLDSC sea swim of our 50th celebration year took place on May 6th.  Over 50 swimmers took the plunge in 
the chilly but flat calm waters at St. Catherine’s.  Our new club costumes were out in force again and what 
a fabulous start to our 2024 season. 
Our next few early season swims were also blessed with fine settled weather encouraging a good turnout 
each week. Our fundraising swim and cake sale at Archirondel was another success. With lots of support 



from swimmers and bakers we added another £200 towards the defibrillator fund. The worthy winner of 
our first trophy swim was a very delighted Jean McLaughlin BEM, who was presented with the Flambard 
trophy by Richard.  
June half term and we had the JLDSC quiz night organised by our “Dinner Ladies”. The evening was full of 
fun, tricky questions and brain teasers.  Together with the raffle we raised £426.36 which will go towards 
preparations for our annual dinner. Thanks to Marilyn and Pat, Pete Blandin for hosting, and the Optimist 
Club for the use of their room and bar. 
This year to kick start our Tuesday evenings at St. Catherine’s, we invited Nicki Kennedy and her choir from 
Aureole to serenade us. 60 swimmers were greeted by some rousing sea shanties as we prepared to get in 
and cakes for afterwards. Thanks Aureole, what a fitting start. Tuesdays remained very popular, especially 
with the wonderful sunny evenings we enjoyed, but also presented some challenges with a shortage of 
support swimmers some nights. We are always very grateful to anyone who offers to chaperone swim with 
any of our groups of juniors or novice seniors.  
Sunday swims continued with the memorial swim at Green Island, Jean and her son John-James, awarded 
the McLaughlin Family trophy to the kayakers. Congratulations to Jonathan Reynolds, John Medder, Dee 
Richards and Jenny Fitzgerald.  This is always a well-supported swim with absolutely nothing to do with the 
delicious array of cakes supplied by Jean for all the swimmers.   
The sunshine, smiles and cakes continued throughout July and August. The brilliant weather encouraged a 
good turnout for the Sally Parmesan swim in St. Brelade’s bay and they were rewarded with a stunning 
swim behind the pier head and along the coast. The popular Masters Trophy swim between Archirondel 
and Anne Port was won by Alice Harvey and Phil Gaudin. 
On Sunday 11th August we marked our golden anniversary with an 
aerial photoshoot, swim and BBQ at Ouaisne. Conditions were 
perfect to capture club members making a huge 5-0 on the beach 
and shapes in the water before swimming out and back along the 
bay. A lovely day spent in the sunshine. Thank you to the committee 
for organising and especial thanks to Eilish and Mike Barraud for 
manning the BBQ’s on one of the hottest days of the summer. Many 
thanks to Paul Lakeman for the lovely drone images and 
congratulations to Milo Skuce and Orla Lelai who were awarded the 
deCaux trophies for being the youngest swimmers on the day.  
We were once again treated to the BBQ skills of Mike and Eilish at the early morning swim at Belcroute the 
following week. Bacon rolls and hot drinks for afterwards, well worth getting up early for.  
Another early start for a swim we haven’t done for a few years; our St Aubin’s Fort swim.  Thankfully the 
skies cleared up after a passing rain storm making it possible for a successful clockwise tour of the Fort. 
Many thanks to all the on water support that turned out to make this swim possible.  
Our September swims started with the annual celebration of our juniors, the Granite Products junior 
series. All swimmers were awarded certificates and a coaster for taking part. The winners of each age 
category were presented with a specially designed plate, congratulations to Ella Baker, Samuel Noel, 
Sophia Smith and Rory Wanless. All awards were handmade by our very own Julie Pearce  A huge thank 
you to Granite Products for sponsoring the series again this year. The final swim of the series also doubled 
as the Junior Club Championships and the winners were Toby Brydon and Ella Baker.  
We had a beautiful sunny afternoon for “Charlie’s Swim” from St Catherine’s Slip to Archirondel and back. 
The club boat was in attendance keeping an eye on events and even the jellyfish put in an appearance.  



Sally presented the first swimmers home; Rachel Sayers and Toby Brydon, with a special Guinness Glass 
Tankard together with a can of Guinness (a non alcoholic version for Toby).  
Numbers remained low for The Senior Club Championships perhaps put off by the forecast but the worst of 
the heavy rain stayed away until the swim was completed.  Our 2024 Champions are Alice Harvey and Phil 
Gaudin.  
Our summer season ended with a fabulous night swim. In perfect conditions 52 swimmers bedecked with 
an array of coloured lightsticks enjoyed a final club swim in St Catherine’s bay before winter training 
resumed indoors.  
Each committee member takes their turn in organising the weekly swims and baking cakes for everyone to 
share afterwards and our resident kayaker Jonathan Reynolds ensures we all stay safe in the water. Thank 
you to each one of you, your support is greatly appreciated.  Also thank you to various other members who 
have assisted on Tuesdays and Sundays by providing kayak support, swim support and the all-important 
land support and encouragement. Swims would not be possible without you, so thank you.  
Sea Swimmer accompanied a couple of swimmers on their 6 hour training swims before taking out local 
relay team Jersey Joy on their tour around the island. Team members Jean Rhodes, Rachel Sayers, Janine 
Ward, Claire Pedley, Rhiannon Patel and Sally Minty-Gravett MBE had a perfect day at sea. This was 
followed by a good run of swims accompanying a 3 person relay team across to France, then back to back 
Round Jersey swims with 4 person relays from the UK. Perfect conditions for a swim to France 
accompanying Scott Docherty before what turned out to be the last trip out for Sea Swimmer. Junior relay 
team Whale Swim Again took a day out from school to accomplish their round island swim. This group of 
home grown talent had been weathered out from the previous year but finally got their opportunity. Team 
members Toby Brydon, Elsa Wanless, Emily Neil, Rory Wanless, Samuel Noel and Eleanor Docherty 
supported and cheered each other on to finally achieve their dream.  Other local successes included swims 
by Karen Le Cornu and Mark Whyman who both conquered the Jersey to France route.   
We continued to work alongside Matt Clarke of Lionheart Pilotage providing observers to ratify the swims 
he piloted. The class of 2024 includes 7 Round Jersey swims, 13 Jersey to France swims, 4 Round Jersey 
relays and 3 Jersey to France relays. A few firsts were recorded, the earliest Jersey to France swim, the first 
butterfly circumnavigation and the first amputee to complete a solo swim. 
These swims would not be possible without a lot of work behind-the -scenes. I should like to thank Dee for 
the organisation and paperwork for these swims including compiling the bumper newsletter and to Hayley 
for organising the observers. Thanks also to all the observers who volunteered their time freely. 
A summary of all completed swims is attached to this report.  Further details and stories of these swims 
are in the 2024 Bumper Edition Newsletter.  
Further afield, a team of Jersey Ladies joined an exclusive club of swimmers after crossing Lake Geneva in a 
gruelling two day swim. Sally Minty-Gravett MBE, Fay de Gruchy, Alice Harvey, Karen Le Cornu, Rachel 
Sayers and Julia Morris took 28 hours 56 minutes to become only the 25th team to complete the 72km 
swim. What a fantastic achievement, well done ladies. 
In the conclusion of the first Annual report written in 1974, it was expressed the belief that the 
foundations had been laid upon which we could build a happy and successful future and that we would 
look back on 1974 and be glad that the JLDSC had been formed. We have certainly gone from strength to 
strength in the past 50 years and I believe we have a great club with solid foundations and an ever 
increasing membership. Let’s hope for more fun, adventures and continued success. 
 I certainly believe that JLDSC is still the greatest little swimming club in the world. 
Jenny Fitzgerald 

 



Round Jersey Solo 
Rosalind Edmonds 24th July   1 hrs 14 mins 
Helen Betley  24th July  11 hrs 39 mins  Butterfly 
Jonty Warneken 5th August  11 hrs 33 mins  Amputee 
Tellervo Maukonen 5th August  11 hrs 48 mins 
Jade Matos Carew 5th September  11 hrs 57 mins 
Justin Meades  21st September 10hrs 23 mins 
Frans Bentvelzen 22nd September 10 hrs 56 mins  Wetsuit 
 
Round Jersey Relay 
Jersey Joy  26th July  10hrs 27 mins 
P.E.G.S.  4th August  10 hrs 51 mins 
Royal Air Force 5th August  9 hrs 21 mins 
Whale Swim Again 6th September  10hrs 48 mins 
 
Jersey to France Solo 
Deidre Newell  12 June  8hr 19 mins 
David Roche  11th July  6hrs 52 mins 
Emma Kirkman 17th July  8hrs 51 mins 
Amy Favieres  18th July  8hrs 24 mins 
Kirsty Astbury  19th July  8hrs 48 mins  
Karen Le Cornu 1st August  8hrs 54 mins 
Dominic Mullan 10th August  6 hrs 54 mins 
Sharon Bellamy 10th August  7 hrs 16 mins 
Mark Whyman 15th August  9hrs 38 mins 
Karen Reid  27th August  8 hrs 23 mins 
Scott Docherty 28th August  8 hrs 45 mins 
Jane Doran  28th August  9 hrs 21 mins 
Michael Daniels 28th August  8 hrs 27 mins 
 
Jersey to France Relay 
“Fruitloops”  17 June  9hrs 13 mins 
Jersey Buoys & Girl 12th July  8hrs 24mins 
MAD Channel Swimmers 31st July 7 hrs 36 mins 
 
Congratulations and well done to each and every swimmer above 
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The recipients for the Association’s Annual Trophies for the 2023 Season 

The James Brennan Trophy – Sue Coates 
This trophy is presented for services to the Association.  The trophy was donated to recognise the 
members of the BLDSA who have given noteworthy service to the Executive Committee, or other 
administrative functions so essential to the smooth running of a growing executive.

The Harry Moffatt Memorial Trophy – Martyn Coates 
This trophy is presented for outstanding services on the water throughout the season. 

Hans Belay Trophy – Steph Ramsey 
This trophy is presented to recognise an outstanding swim by a BLDSA member during the year 
as an individual effort or within a championship without receiving an award from that 
championship.

Fred Slater Trophy – Louise Orgill 
Presented to the Swimmer of the year in BLDSA events who has demonstrated outstanding effort 
throughout the season. 

Tom Butcher Trophy – Felipe Irvine 
This trophy is presented to the Junior Swimmer of the year in BLDSA events who has 
demonstrated outstanding effort throughout the season. 

Elise Brook Encouragement and Perseverance Trophy – Prisha Tapre 
The trophy is presented to recognise an outstanding swim by a BLDSA member as a junior 
during the year as an individual effort or within a championship without receiving an award from 
that championship. 

The Breaststroke Trophy – Helen Betley 
This trophy is presented to recognise the ability and dedication of any Breaststroke swimmer 
during the season. 

The Avril & Alan Mitchell Trophy – Wendy Figures 
This trophy was presented to recognise the ability and dedication of a Veteran swimmer during 
the season. 

The William Keating Trophy – Hector Pardoe 
This trophy is Awarded for an outstanding swim on Windermere in the season (minimum single 
length course), solo or relay by a member or members of the BLDSA. 

The Captain Webb Centenary Relay Trophy – Kingfishers Swimming Club 
This trophy is Awarded for a relay by members of the BLDSA. 

Ladies Masters, Brierley Law Cup – Helen Minshall 
Presented to the BLDSA Ladies Master who swam the most miles throughout the season. 

Gent’s Masters, Willy van Rysel IMSHOF Trophy – Drew Fobbester 
Presented to the BLDSA Male Master who swam the most miles throughout the season. 

Some awards were presented during the 66th AGM by the 2024 President Philip Yorke.  Each 
recipient received the Award to keep for one year, a signed certificate with the criteria for the 
award and a keepsake.  Unfortunately, not all recipients attended the AGM and some Awards 
were therefore presented during the 2024 season. 
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AGM Minutes 

66th Annual General Meeting held at New Bath Hotel, Matlock - 16th March

The President, Hon Gen Sec, Vince Classen, covered domestic & safety issues of the building. 

In attendance, Vince Classen, Michelle Hardy, Richard Hardy, Steve Price, Philip Yorke, 
Annie Stafford, Simon Wallis, Karen Purdy, Helen Liddle, Andrew Wells, Robert Orgill, 
Louise Orgill, David Kershaw, Nikki Kershaw, Celia Hardwick, Janet Wilson, Martyn Coates, 
Sue Coates, Jeremy Irvine, Helen Beveridge, late attendees Andrea Ayres and Kevin Welsh. 

Non-voting attendees; Tom Hardwick, Shona Beveridge, Felipe Irvine, Wera Irvine, Jason Betley, 
Helen Betley, Joyce Willers. 

1  Apologies: Jean Wilkin-Oxley, Margaret Smith, Graham Smith, Jacky Classen, Peter Larrad. 

In Memoriam: members stood in memory of: 
Adrian Brown an Annual Member between 2013 and 2022.
Michael Jennings, BLDSA Life Member (12) who completed 10 swims with the BLDSA including 
a 25 mile round Morecambe Bay in 1961 and 3 Torbays. 
Debra Chapman (BLDSC), annual member between 1991 and 1999. 

2.  Minutes of the 65th AGM held on 18/03/2023.  Pages 51-56 in the 2023 Annual Report.
Proposed: Martyn Coates Seconded: Robert Orgill All in favour 

3.  Amendments/Matters Arising: there were no amendments required or matters arising. 

4.  President’s address: Opening remarks: The President Vince Classen welcomed everyone 
and thanked them for attending, this, the 66th Annual General Meeting.  Report on pages 2-4 of 
the Annual Report with nothing more to add. 

5.  Hon Gen Secretary’s Report: Page 4 of the Annual report. Vince Classen informed the 
meeting that this could be the last report from an Hon Gen Sec as the Executive are looking to 
discontinue the role of Hon Gen Sec and the work to be carried out by committee members, and 
there will be no Hon Gen Sec nominated later in the election of Officers. 

6.  Hon Treasurer’s Report for the 2023 season: Michelle Hardy, Treasurer reported: Accounts 
have been circulated. 

There were no questions regarding the finances.  The Treasurer spoke a little about the purchase 
of the new boat which should hopefully be arriving next month (April) and which will have its first 
trial at the event at Thrybergh in May. 

Andy Wright (former Safety Officer) believes that he paid around £30,000 for the boat in 2013.  
We are hoping to receive approx. £11500 from the sale of SwimSafe.  This leaves a cost to the 
BLDSA of £18500 which equates to £1850 per year and based on 10 swims per year costs £185.  
This is far cheaper than hiring an external provider for each swim. 

Richard has sold SwimSafe for £11500.  We have received £1000 deposit and the buyer will pay 
the rest upon collection (which will be in the next couple of weeks).  This amount more than 
covers the deposit of £11290 for the new boat which has a full cost of £45160.50. 

The Treasurer then handed over to the Safety Officer for a further update on the boat itself. 
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7.  Safety Officer’s Report: The Safety Officer, Richard Hardy presented his report as published 
on page 31 of the Annual Report. 

Richard explained that he, Mick Blackburn, Martyn Coates and David Kershaw had visited the 
Humber boat factory where the new boat is being produced.  A stock boat with a bigger hull was 
available at a cheaper cost than a custom made hull of the same size as SwimRescue2.  Various 
permutations of deck layouts were tried and having learned lessons from SwimRescue2, a 
slightly different layout was chosen. 

8.  Safeguarding Officer’s Report:  The Safeguarding Officer Celia Hardwick presented her 
report on page 33 of the Annual Report. 

9.  Rescue Boat Co-ordinator’s Report: the outgoing Rescue Boat Co-ordinator, Chris Hickling 
submitted a report which is on page 31/32 of the Annual Report. 

10.  Membership Administrator’s report:  The outgoing Membership Administrator, 
Vince Classen submitted his report as on Page 29 of the Annual Report and updated the figures 
for 2024 with effect 14th March 2024 are: 

183 Members. 
118 Seniors, 57 are new this year. 
84 are Veterans, 33 are new this year. 
18 are Masters, 4 are new this year. 
3 Juniors, 1 is new this year. 
14 social members, 2 are new this year. 
There are 16 “Active” Life Members.  2 new this year.  Active means they appear to be interacting 
in some way as swimmers or volunteers.  Some of those have not entered events as yet, they 
may be still swimming but not in BLDSA events. 
There are 4 Affiliate Clubs, Warrington Dolphins, Grimsby and Cleethorpes Water Rats, 
Jersey LDSC & Marlins Swim Club Isle of Wight. 

All memberships are down this year as at the AGM in 2023. 

11:  Recorder’s Report: The Recorder, Philip Yorke, submitted his report as per pages 29-30 of 
the Annual report. 

12:  Dinner Report: Michelle Hardy submitted this as on Page 33 of the Annual Report. 

13.  Swim Secretaries Reports: the President said that if there were any questions for Swim 
Secretaries who were not in attendance, he would forward them as appropriate.  Also, the 
President gave the numbers of entrants (in brackets) for each event as it was announced. 
a. One Hour and 30 minute Swim challenge:  Caroline Lewis reported on page 26 of the 
Annual Report.  Numbers not available as the event is still underway for 2023. 
b. Thrybergh Park: Kevin Welsh, there was no report submitted but the results were printed on 
pages 5-6 of the Annual Report. (12 entrants). 
c. Champion of Champions South (Dover): Philip Hodges, there was no report submitted but 
the results were printed on pages 6-7 of the Annual Report.  (26 entrants). 
d. Torbay: Steve Price presented his report on pages 9-12 of the Annual Report.  (14 entrants). 
e. Llyn Tegid/Bala: Philip Yorke, report on page 8, Philip commented that there are few entries 
so far, but as always, he remains hopeful of more, there will be more shorter circuit swims and 
the event will be held on just one day in 2024.  (3 entrants). 
f. Coniston: Michelle Hardy, the report is on 13-15 of the Annual Report.  (4 entrants). 
g. Loch Lomond:  Janet Wilson, the report is on pages 18-20, the event will next be held in 
2025. 
hi. Ullswater:  was not held in 2023 due to adverse weather conditions.  Michelle Hardy will be 
running the 2024 event. (2 entrants plus 2 in the Northern Lakes event). 
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i. Derwentwater: Anne Stafford, the report is on pages 17-18 of the Annual Report.  (0 entrants 
but 2 in the Northern Lakes event). 
j. Northern Lakes Challenge: was not held in 2023 due to no Ullswater event.  There are two 
entrants in the event for 2024). 
k. St Mary’s Loch: Janet Wilson, pages 20-21 of the Annual Report  (3 entrants). 
l. Windermere:  Secretary, Vince Classen report on pages 21-24 of the Annual Report.  (11 
entrants). 
m. Grand Prix: Vince Classen report on pages 26-28.

Unfortunately, it is not recorded who proposed and seconded the reports. 

14.  Special Awards: Janet Wilson for Life Membership.  Janet has been on the executive for 21 
years, is a Past President (2008), has acted as Swim Secretary 8 Years Loch Lomond (9 when 
including the Anniversary Relay in 2019) and 12 years St Mary’s Loch and is for 2024 taking on 
the 2 Way Windermere.  Has acted as First Aider at events too many times to count and is our 
regular First Aid trainer and advisor.  The Proposal was agreed by all at the January Executive 
Meeting with one abstention (Janet Wilson) and was gratefully accepted by Janet who was 
attending the meeting. 

15.  Alteration to Constitutional Rules: None 

16. Subscriptions: the membership and event entry systems for the website are going to be 
reviewed to make joining easier, “one or two clicks” and the membership fee is going to be linked 
to the first entry for a swimmer.  So that members are not going to have to join then go to the 
event entries to enter.  It is not certain how this is going to work, but the executive will be working 
on this to hopefully have it in place for the 2025 season.

Annual Membership Fees 
� It is proposed that the Membership Fees for the 2025 season should be reduced to £30 
for senior swimmers and remain at £10 for junior and non-swimming members. 

Proposed: Richard Hardy  Seconded: Karen Purdy  All in favour 

17.  Election of Officers: the vast majority of Officers, both Executive and Swim Secretaries, are 
remaining in place for this season, and the President thanked them on behalf of the membership 
for their continuing support of the Association.  He specifically mentioned Chris Hickling who is 
standing down as Rescue Boat Co-ordinator and Annie Stafford who is standing down from the 
Executive but remaining as Swim Sec for Derwentwater. 

Officers for Election 

OFFICERS 
President Philip Yorke 
President Elect No nominee 
Hon. Treasurer Michelle Hardy 
General Committee
Safety Officer Richard Hardy 
Safeguarding Officer Celia Hardwick 
Minute Administrator Margaret Smith 
Rescue Boat Co-ordinator David Kershaw 
Recorder Philip Yorke 
Rules & Development Philip Yorke 
Publicity A Sub committee 
Committee Janet Wilson 
 Steve Price 




