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President’s Report 

As there was no President for 2019, no President’s Report has been written. 

Hon General Secretary Report 

This year has been challenging, we did not hold two of our long standing regular events, the 2 
Way Windermere and Lynn Regis.  The former for weather issues and the latter for excessive 
potential costs which could not be absorbed by the event.  The weather was completely out of the 
hands of the Swim Secretary David Randall and the hard decision had to be made.  I thank him 
for his measured approach and consulting everyone as he did.  The Lynn Regis issue was 
“forced” upon us because of the huge increase in costs asked for by the host venue.  Jane Bell as 
Swim Secretary did check into other venues but following consultations with the Safety Team the 
water was thought to be too problematic as we could not rely on the co-operation of other water 
users on the day.  Jane is now looking into another venue for 2020. 

As you may know we have not had a President this year, and I thank all Past Presidents who 
stepped up to act on the day and presented certificates and mementos. 

As you will read later in this Annual Report this year has seen unprecedented financial losses at 
some events.  The association is not in a position to absorb these losses for too long and the 
executive has had to take steps to halt the decline.  Prices for events for 2020 have had to 
increase above the norm.  This is a double edged sword, increase the price and increase the 
income or increase the price and put more off attending.  We hope it is the former not the latter. 

Some of the following may have the traditionalists of the BLDSA wringing their hands and sighing 
with disappointment but we have to evolve or in my mind accept the inevitable and slowly fade 
away.  I for one want to keep the BLDSA going and am prepared to accept changes. 

A lot of committee time has been taken discussing the way forward and we have had to increase 
the prices but are also taking the bold step in opening events to the ever increasing realisation 
that swimming in the UK has increased massively in the last couple of years and we have not 
adapted and accepted fully these changes.  The vast majority of the new swimmers are not 
traditionalists but have taken to the water in wet-suits or other modes of attire such as Jammers 
and long leg costumes and for some events there will be a parallel event.  The wet-suit and other 
types of attire will be swimming at the same time as our traditional events but will not be included 
in the Championship or Grand Prix’s. 

In another effort to adapt we have removed the limit on the distance of events for which wet-suits 
can be worn which had been set at 5 km.  However, it remains in the hands of the Swim 
Secretaries to allow wet-suits or not and stick with tradition and I am sure the Swim Sec’s who 
remain traditional will be looking at the accounts at the end of the 2020 season to look at the way 
forward. 

V Classen 
Hon. General Secretary 



Page 3 

Championship Reports 

Distance Weekend 

22 swimmers from as far as South Shields in the North East and Newquay in the South West 
assembled at Charlton Lido’s pool facilities in South London in March 2019 for the BLDSA’s 2nd 
Distance Weekend. 

As usual most applicants were Channel aspirants and those wanting to attempt some of the 
longer BLDSA courses. 

Similar to all other BLDSA events, this course is 100% organised and led by enthusiastic 
volunteers wanting to give back to the swimming community we love. 

The weekend was a great success with diverse mixtures of age, ability and experience with each 
individual keen to improve their swimming skills under the instruction of swim coach (and 1-way 
Windermere Swim Sec) Chris Malpass.  Aside from making lots of new friends, each swimmer 
will have taken home many drills to incorporate into their swim sessions but, most importantly, 
they were presented with a deep understanding of why we perform them slowly and with 
precision.  Interval sessions were also incorporated into the pool workouts with everyone realising 
what they need to work on to improve. 

Similar to the previous year we had sole use of 2 x 50m outdoor lanes heated to 22c for 6 hours 
of swimming in total and sole use of the cafe facilities for seminars providing 1:1 feedback on 
stroke technique, feeding plans etc complimented by Anne-Mette again leading the Pilates 
session. 

It was great to have two-way EC swimmer Liane Hickling join us for her insights from many of her 
escapades including a more recent 4-way Windermere! 

I want to thank Chris for taking the time out to coach us for the weekend and to my wife, Emily, 
for ensuring we were all fed and watered so sumptuously on both days.  Thanks again to the staff 
of Charlton Lido for making us so welcome. 

Good luck to the swimmers for events during the summer and keep us posted on achievements! 
Look out at the beginning of next year for the date of our 2020 camp. 

Mark Sheridan 
Swim Secretary 
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Colwick Park 
19th May 2019 

Colwick Park is a fantastic swim to kick off the season offering 5k, 3k and 1k swims and this year 
saw a good turnout.  The 5k saw a great contest for the number one spot with just 2 seconds 
separating the leading men and 7 seconds separating the top ladies.  The men’s event saw 
Andrew Allum taking first place followed by Justin Palfrey and then David Owen.  In the ladies’ 
event Jane Mitchell took the top spot closely followed by Louise Orgill and Michelle Hardy.  
Madeleine Adams started her season with a rapid 5k swim and was the only junior in the 5k 
event.

There were 3 swimmers in the 3k event who all completed including Raj Pol who also won 
everyone’s admiration and heart.  Raj had arrived and was entered for the 1k and the 3k events.  
He wanted to complete the 1k first to see if he thought he would manage the 3.  He did, of 
course, complete them both. 

The 1k event saw entries on the day along with others who had entered online.  This is a great 
way to join in on a first BLDSA swim and saw skins and wetsuit swimmers completing the event.  
This included the Palfrey family competition, Justin and Elizabeth (dad and daughter), who took to 
the water with Elizabeth just pipping dad at the post.  Francesca Palfrey competed in the 3k event 
to complete the family competition.  Well done all. 

Thanks, as always, goes the all the volunteers as without their help the swim wouldn’t happen! 

Amanda Bell 
Swim Secretary 

1k Junior Girls 1st Elizabeth Palfrey 00:13:17 f/s 

1k Ladies 2nd W/S Joanne Griffiths 00:14:36 f/s 

1k Ladies 3rd W/S Sara Bostock 00:16:46 f/s 

1k Ladies 4th W/S Louise Warboys 00:22:46 f/s 

1k Mens 1st Justin Palfrey 00:13:21 f/s 

1k Mens 2nd W/S Michael Chernucha 00:16:42 f/s 

1k Mens 3rd W/S Matt Cardell-Williams 00:17:01 f/s 

1k Mens 4th W/S Alvin Messam 00:17:06 f/s 

1k Mens 5th W/S Matt Kendrick 00:17:48 f/s 

1k Mens 6th Peter Hawksworth 00:17:54 f/s 

1k Mens 7th Brett Owen 00:17:58 f/s 

1k Mens 8th Adam Cooper 00:23:05 f/s 

1k Mens 9th W/S Poulam Patel 00:23:23 f/s 

1k Mens 10th W/S Raj Pol 00:27:38 f/s 

3k Ladies 1st Francesca Palfrey 00:40:44 f/s 

3k Ladies DNS Petrina Wright DNS  

3k Mens 2nd W/S Gordon Joyes 01:00:28 f/s 
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3k Mens 3rd W/S Raj Pol 01:30:25 f/s 

5k Junior Girls 1st Madeleine Adams 01:24:31 f/s 

5k Ladies 1st Jane Mitchell 01:33:24 f/s 

5k Ladies 2nd Louise Orgill 01:33:31 f/s 

5k Ladies 3rd Michelle Hardy 01:37:58 f/s 

5k Ladies 4th Cecilia Hazlerigg 01:37:59 f/s 

5k Ladies 5th Jane Sedman 01:48:43 Bst 

5k Ladies 6th Alex Sedman 01:55:34 f/s 

5k Ladies DNS Nikki Fraser DNS  

5k Ladies DNS Ellie Knight DNS  

5k Mens 1st Andrew Allum 01:07:43 f/s 

5k Mens 2nd Justin Palfrey 01:07:45 f/s 

5k Mens 3rd David Owen 01:13:43 f/s 

5k Mens 4th Steve Taylor 01:16:27 f/s 

5k Mens 5th Ian Murray 01:18:50 f/s 

5k Mens 6th Andrew Middleton 01:27:16 f/s 

5k Mens 7th Peter Timmins 01:32:32 f/s 

5k Mens 8th Dave Bowcott 01:33:06 f/s 

5k Mens 9th Ian Bacon 01:33:26 Bst 

5k Mens 10th Patrick Smith 01:37:35 f/s 

5k Mens 11th W/S Jamie Barlow 01:38:40 f/s 

5k Mens 12th Philip Yorke 02:13:25 Bst 

5k Mens DNS George Birt DNS  

5k Mens DNS Hunter Charlton DNS  

Wykeham Lakes Swims 
1st/2nd June 2019 

5 km Night Swim Ladies 1st B/S Jane Sedman 02:04:05 Bst 

5 km Night Swim Ladies DNF Ellie Jane Knight DNF Bst 

5 km Night Swim Ladies DNF Kathleen Long DNF f/s 

5 km Night Swim Mens 1st Steve Taylor 01:24:41 f/s 

5 km Night Swim Mens 2nd Matt Smallwood 01:55:46 f/s 

5k Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser  01:21:39 f/s 

5k Ladies 2nd Louise Orgill 01:43:11 f/s 
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5k Ladies 1st B/S Ellie Knight 01:44:51 Bst 

5k Ladies 2nd B/S Jane Sedman 02:04:20 Bst 

5k Ladies 5th Emma Cummings 02:09:14 f/s 

5k Ladies 6th Kathleen Long 02:42:20 f/s 

5k Ladies 1st W/S Bridget Houlston 01:52:34 f/s 

5k Mens 1st Steve Taylor 01:25:57 f/s 

5k Mens 2nd David Randall 01:32:39 f/s 

5k Mens 3rd Mark Yare 01:34:34 f/s 

5k Junior Girls 1st Madeleine Adams 01:40:30 f/s 

5k Junior Boys 1st Thomas Reynoldson 01:47:28 f/s 

3k Ladies 1st Claire Bamford 00:52:45 f/s 

3k Ladies 2nd Annie Stafford 01:23:36 f/s 

3k Ladies 3rd Janet Wilson 02:00:07 f/s 

3k Mens 1st Richard Royal 00:56:22 f/s 

3k Mens 1st B/S Neil Millican 01:07:21 Bst 

1k Novice Mens 1st Sam Sedman 00:20:57  

1k Novice Ladies 1st Phoebe Warburton 00:23:42  

1k Novice Ladies 2nd Jo Hampshire 00:25:12  

1k Novice Ladies 3rd Emma Bell  00:26:49 Bst 

1k Novice Wetsuit 
Category 

1st Bob Johnson 00:17:11  

1k Novice Wetsuit 
Category 

2nd Stephen Musset 00:17:19  

1k Novice Wetsuit 
Category 

3rd Neil Millican 00:17:24  

1k Novice Wetsuit 
Category 

4th Helen Godfrey 00:20:28  

1k Novice Wetsuit 
Category 

5th Ashley Oliver 00:26:27  

Erin Hope 
Swim Secretary 
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Champion of Champions (South) 
15th June 2019 

After having received 66 entrants for this year’s event, only 53 managed to make it to registration 
on the day.  The temperature of the water was taken at 14.6c in line with normal temperatures 
and course laid out in an 800m triangle format.  Save for a small spitting of rain at the start of the 
first 5 mile swim, conditions were generally favourable with bountiful sunshine and a very 
agreeable force 3 contrasting with the 5/6 forecast from the previous year. 

Therefore the completion rate of over 83% was a significant increase on 2018 as this swim 
always finds out quickly who has either the experience and/or has done the cold water training.  
The 6 DNFs still went home with certificates of their achievements in terms of mileage done on 
the day. 

Out front in the ladies Sam Poulsen led from start to finish with Andrew Allum enjoying a clean 
sweep in the men’s event. 

Zeina Alsharkas came 2nd and Liane Hickling 3rd in the ladies with silver and bronze awarded to 
Guy Davis and Dan Allen in the men’s respectively.  All successful competitors were entitled to 
help themselves to the famous red Champion of Champions swim cap which has been witnessed 
in many parts of the country being worn with pride of memories of a special day. 

The biggest cheer of the day was saved for (distance weekender) Lottie Rodger who at just 16 
years young took all three events in her stride with a beaming smile on her face celebrating her 
successful completion.  She went home with a Champion of Champions T-shirt to remind her of 
this significant achievement.  Well done Lottie - I am sure you’ve got a channel swim in you! 

If it wasn’t your day in 2019 and you pulled out, train hard and I hope you return to succeed in 
2020. 

A veritable army of volunteers made the day run effortlessly with ca. 12 kayakers, 2 SUP’ers and 
2 safety ribs patrolling the course.  I thank you all for your energy, wit and kindness ensuring 
another successful event. 

This day really demonstrated again the powerful force that the BLDSA is in the world of marathon 
swimming being run for swimmers by a band of enthusiastic volunteers from all over the country.  
Not a single person takes a bean out of the BLDSA leaving any surplus to be spent on furthering 
our wonderful sport. 

Thank you to Emma France and the Dover Training group for planning a night swim allowing us 
the majority of the swim zone for our event. 

I look forward to seeing you in 2020 on the 3rd Saturday in June and in the interim good luck with 
training and events plus be sure to come and say hello if you see me at one of the events in the 
summer. 

Remember this event fills up rapidly every January so get organised with diaries to avoid 
disappointment.

Mark Sheridan 
Swim Secretary 
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Full Championship Results 

Senior Ladies 1st Samantha Poulsen 04:25:59 f/s 

Senior Ladies 2nd Zeina Alsharkas 04:51:48 f/s 

Senior Ladies 3rd Liane Hickling 05:05:05 f/s 

Senior Ladies 4th Laura Hardy 05:06:12 f/s 

Senior Ladies 5th Juliette Bigley 05:10:32 f/s 

Senior Ladies 6th Elaine Henderson 05:39:51 f/s 

Senior Ladies 7th Donna Nicholas 05:59:15 f/s 

Senior Ladies 8th Lottie Rodger 06:00:37 f/s 

Senior Ladies 9th Liz Hourican 06:01:23 f/s 

Senior Ladies 10th Michelle Hardy 06:14:15 f/s 

Senior Ladies 11th Nicola Morgan 06:21:34 f/s 

Senior Ladies DNF Corinna Bridges DNF  

Senior Ladies DNF Donna Flannagan DNF  

Senior Ladies DNF Louise Hartley DNF  

Senior Ladies DNF Sian Lane DNF  

Senior Ladies DNF Hannah Monaghan DNF  

Senior Mens 1st Andrew Allum 04:09:26 f/s 

Senior Mens 2nd Guy Davis 04:15:42 f/s 

Senior Mens 3rd Dan Allen 04:19:53 f/s 

Senior Mens 4th Simon Rich 04:21:25 f/s 



Page 9 

Senior Mens 5th Steve Taylor 04:25:13 f/s 

Senior Mens 6th Gary Brickley 04:28:25 f/s 

Senior Mens 7th Nigel Dawson 04:31:46 f/s 

Senior Mens 8th Giles Meyer 04:35:10 f/s 

Senior Mens 9th Paul Robinson 04:35:10 f/s 

Senior Mens 10th Steve Henigan 04:36:54 f/s 

Senior Mens 11th Max Mackay 04:38:51 f/s 

Senior Mens 12th Christopher Leek 04:45:15 f/s 

Senior Mens 13th Graham Lock 04:47:47 f/s 

Senior Mens 14th Miles Worling 04:48:23 f/s 

Senior Mens 15th Mark Yare 04:51:30 f/s 

Senior Mens 16th Scott Rodger 04:59:36 f/s 

Senior Mens 17th Guy Moar 05:00:34 f/s 

Senior Mens 18th David Roche 05:01:59 f/s 

Senior Mens 19th Neil Brinkworth 05:05:01 f/s 

Senior Mens 20th Paul Harris 05:09:20 f/s 

Senior Mens 21st Steven Riches 05:09:39 f/s 

Senior Mens 22nd Thomas Alomes 05:11:44 f/s 

Senior Mens 23rd Michael Helps 05:16:10 f/s 

Senior Mens 24th Phil Cooper 05:21:55 f/s 

Senior Mens 25th Philip Jackson 05:22:44 f/s 

Senior Mens 26th Jevon O'Neill 05:33:17 f/s 

Senior Mens 27th Stuart Munday 05:33:25 f/s 

Senior Mens 28th Andre Roberts 05:38:03 f/s 

Senior Mens 29th Mark Kennealy 05:48:28 f/s 

Senior Mens 30th Sebastian Lomas 05:50:09 f/s 

Senior Mens 31st Ed Horne 05:53:00 f/s 

Senior Mens 32nd Kevin Welsh 05:55:35 f/s 

Senior Mens 33rd Malcolm Swarbrick 06:00:57 f/s 

Senior Mens DNF Andrew Butler DNF  

Senior Mens DNF Lawrence Creswell DNF  

Senior Mens DNF Christopher Jordinson DNF  

Senior Mens DNF Ben Silver DNF  
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Senior Mens DNF Steve Kerr DNF  

Senior Mens DNS Hunter Charlton DNS  

Senior Mens DNS Michael Fabray DNS  

Senior Mens DNS Riccardo Iacono DNS  

Senior Mens DNS Stephen Maloney DNS  

Champion of Champions (North) 
22nd June 2019 

This year saw a change of venue for CofC North….Scaling Dam in North Yorkshire which is a 
fantastic venue where we have sole use of the water and use of the club house, with excellent 
facilities. 

This year’s CofC North saw ladies out-numbering the men taking on the gruelling 9 mile 
challenge.  It also saw 3 juniors taking on the full challenge, two of which were new to the BLDSA 
and skins open water swimming.  These two local lads adapted very well and gave the event an 
excellent first attempt and I’m sure we’ll see more of them in the future.  Many congratulations to 
Madeleine Adams who completed the full 9 miles in a fantastic time of 4hrs 46mins and 
9seconds.

The ladies’ event saw Nikki Fraser finishing first followed by Zeina Alsharkas then Liane Hickling 
while the Men’s event was won by David Owen followed by Alex Bear in second and Jim Lafferty 
in third. 

It was great to see many people at the event who had travelled far and wide to complete this 
tough event which is great preparation for other marathon swims.  Conditions over the day 
changed and were quite challenging at times but swimmers battled on.  Well done to all 
swimmers 

Thanks, as always goes, to the amazing team of volunteers, including the on the water safety 
team.  I’m very grateful for all of your help throughout the day as this swim wouldn’t happen 
without you! 

Amanda Bell 
Swim Secretary 

Full Championship Results 

Junior Girls 1st Madeleine Adams 04:46:09 f/s 

Junior Boys DNF Joseph Roberts DNF  

Junior Boys DNF Harry Watts DNF  

Senior Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser 04:03:45 f/s 

Senior Ladies 2nd Zeina Alsharkas 04:22:08 f/s 

Senior Ladies 3rd Liane Hickling 04:36:27 f/s 

Senior Ladies 4th Juliette Bigley 04:56:15 f/s 

Senior Ladies 5th Victoria Wass 05:08:11 f/s 

Senior Ladies 6th Louise Orgill 05:11:42 f/s 
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Senior Ladies 7th Kim Riddoch 05:19:35 f/s 

Senior Ladies 8th Andrea Startin 05:21:39 f/s 

Senior Ladies 1st 
B/S

Ellie Knight 05:26:00 Bst 

Senior Ladies 10th Michelle Hardy 05:58:22 f/s 

Senior Ladies 2nd 
B/S

Jane Sedman 06:18:35 Bst 

Senior Ladies DNF Emma Cummings DNF  

Senior Ladies DNF Alex Sedman DNF  

Senior Ladies DNF Lindy Woodrow DNF  

Senior Mens 1st David Owen 03:52:43 f/s 

Senior Mens 2nd Alex Begg 03:55:11 f/s 

Senior Mens 3rd Jim Lafferty 04:33:15 f/s 

Senior Mens 4th Ian Humphreys 04:56:58 f/s 

Senior Mens 5th Kevin Welsh 05:12:50 f/s 

Senior Mens DNF Robert Milne DNF  

Senior Mens DNS Adrian Brown DNS  

Senior Mens DNS Paul Rowe DNS  

Senior Mens DNS Richard Royal DNS  

Senior Mens DNS Matt Smallwood DNS  

Torbay
6th July 2019 

This is the first time Helen and I have run this event, it feels very strange not to be swimming as I 
have swum it for many, many years.  We had no information handed over to us from the previous 
Secretary which was not very helpful; however we feel we rose to the challenge admirably! 

We had under estimated the amount of work involved in bringing this all together but we were 
very keen for Torbay to continue in the BLDSA calendar as this is our premier sea swim. 

This year was particularly difficult as two major sailing championships were taking place on the 
same day from Paignton and Torbay Yacht Clubs.  They had the date firmly booked and were 
very keen to stop our event taking place.  I would like to say a big Thank You to Simon Pinder, 
the Torbay/Paignton Harbour Master for allowing us to put a swim on.  He was extremely helpful 
and allowed us to use a new course and also put marker buoys out for us which enabled us to 
keep the Torbay swim operational for this year. 

We have booked the date for next year, Saturday 4th July 2020, and are planning to improve the 
course by using the Brixham Breakwater and turn at the Breakwater end of the beach. 

Day of the swim 

We were very fortunate with the weather; we had a beautiful sunny day with fairly light winds 
which only increased later in the day. 
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We were very keen to re-introduce the numbered tabards for each Kayaker and this proved very 
successful as we could identify Kayakers with their Swimmers from a long distance using 
binoculars.  We had an entry list of 30 swimmers but on the day we had 26 swimmers as we had 
a few drop out at the last minute due to injuries and family commitments.  The water temperature 
was patchy 15 degrees to 17 degrees but the quality was extremely good with high visibility which 
is fortunate as there was plenty of jelly fish around as seems to be the case on most of the South 
coast at the moment.  We are glad to say most of the jelly fish are barrel jelly fish; this is the best 
one to be stung by, if there is such a thing, as this is the lesser of the painful stings. 

When I have swum in the past I have noted the difficulty which can occur with a shortage of 
Kayakers, we ended up with 34 kayakers on the water with the intention of 4 of them being spare 
but as we had some swimmers drop out we had more spare kayakers.  We do not want to repeat 
the situation of swimmers unable to swim due to lack of kayakers.  We would like to say a big 
thank you to the Kayakers for their professionalism and support on the day, they were a great 
bunch and very much appreciated. 

We had a mixture of swimming experience in the Race from swimmers attempting it for the first 
time and some very experienced swimmers who had swum it many times before. 

The new course was slightly longer than the previous course, however interestingly when I 
plotted the old course I found this to be shorter than the stated distance of 8 miles. 

As you can see from the Results there were some very good times swum on the day.  
Congratulations to Alex Begg and Anita Goyos, first male and first female.  We also had some 
very good performances from the Veterans.  This can be a surprisingly tough swim and is a great 
stepping stone to those that are wishing to do the English Channel. 

This time we re-introduced the Public Address System which allowed us to announce the 
swimmers as they arrived on the beach.  Many of the people on the beach showed their 
appreciation and astonishment of the swimmers’ accomplishment with hearty applause guided by 
myself on the microphone.  We had many people from the beach come up to us and say how 
much better things were with the announcements on the microphone than previous years.  It is 
very interesting that you see lots of the regular faces in and around the beach huts and beach 
that week in July in Torbay and it was very interesting to talk about previous years with some of 
the holiday makers who had fond memories of Owen and Murial Christie. 

We hope that next year we can make it a bigger, better event with up to 40 swimmers.  We have 
had some fantastic feedback from the Kayakers and some swimmers, and will constantly strive to 
improve the day paying close attention to the safety of everyone on and off the water. 

We particularly like to thank everyone on the day that helped make this a success, Brenda and 
Steven Sweet on the turn buoy, our safety crews on the ribs, Janet Wilson on First Aid, good to 
say that Janet had little to do, this is how we like it but it is reassuring knowing that Janet is there 
ready, willing and able. 

Thanks to Richard and Michelle who helped us with many an email regarding various questions 
that occurred during the process. 

We look forward to taking it on in 2020, this is the 60th anniversary of the swim, so we should do 
something special!! 

Steve & Helen Price 
Swim Secretary 
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8 miles Ladies 1st Anita Goyos  04:05:07 f/s 

8 miles Ladies 2nd Zeina Alshaskas 04:07:50 f/s 

8 miles Ladies 3rd Kathryn Perry  04:15:10 f/s 

8 miles Ladies 4th Michelle Hardy  05:40:30 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Ladies 1st Michelle Hardy  02:36:42 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Ladies 2nd Barbara Mears 02:48:34 f/s 

8 miles Mens 1st Alex Begg  03:37:17 f/s 

8 miles Mens 2nd Simon Rich  03:51:00 f/s 

8 miles Mens 3rd Steve Taylor  03:59:50 f/s 

8 miles Mens 4th Paul Robinson  04:01:37 f/s 

8 miles Mens 5th Alan Edmondson  04:20:08 f/s 

8 miles Mens 6th Callum Bettington 04:22:34 f/s 

8 miles Mens 7th Max MacKay  04:26:27 f/s 

8 miles Mens Freestyle Guy Moar  04:33:35 f/s 

8 miles Mens 9th Mark Yare  04:42:17 f/s 

8 miles Mens 10th Andrew Wells  04:57:20 f/s 

8 miles Mens 11th Andrew Middleton  05:01:56 f/s 

8 miles Mens 12th Andrew Wolf  05:02:30 f/s 

8 miles Mens 13th Steven Riches  05:05:45 f/s 

8 miles Mens 14th Kevin McCalden 05:30:00 f/s 

8 miles Mens 15th Jonothan Coe 05:40:49 f/s 

8 miles Mens DNF Robert Waterhouse DNF  

4 miles Veteran Mens 1st Steve Taylor  01:52:03 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 2nd Guy Moar 02:05:59 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 3rd Mark Yare  02:13:10 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 4th Andrew Middleton  02:17:04 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 5th Steven Riches  02:17:56 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 6th Andrew Wolf 02:18:00 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 7th Jonothan Coe  02:47:10 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 8th Jamie Scalon  02:57:53 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 9th Clive Woodcock  03:04:47 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens DNF Mark Roberts DNF  
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Llyn Tegid (Bala) 
13th/14th July 2019 

It was nice to be back on the normal dates this year for the BLDSA Bala weekend. 

We had a quieter weekend this year with many regulars being away doing big swims or 
supporting those doing swims.  It was great to see Holly Rotchell swimming this year and taking 
home two first places, I think she must have learnt something watching her Dad!  I was pleased to 
see Jean have a great swim on the 3 Miles and she even turned around and swam back to the 
camp site.  It was also a pleasure to see a returner, even if briefly, to the BLDSA fold all the way 
from New Zealand, Sarah Poplar. 
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I think all the swimmers put on a great show in water that was pleasant – unusual for us. It was 
nice to see several new faces enjoying themselves and pushing themselves – welcome to the 
family.  I'm glad everyone who started finished, looked well and smiled lots.  I think the weather 
helped more than a little. 

Thank You to the Snowdonia National Parks team, The Mayor of Bala, and the Bala Town 
Council for allowing us to hold our event. 

My volunteer support team over the weekend were amazing as always.  I am truly thankful for 
your help and support and the flexibility you showed with some changes to roles.  I didn't get to 
see you all properly at the end, which I am sorry about, but take a well-earned bow. 

I’d like to thank Vince Classen and Richard Hardy for their help on getting the entries from the 
website and the results up on the website in a quick manner and Michelle Hardy for her work on 
checking the finances before and after the swim. 

I am sure I will have forgotten someone, and I apologise but thank you 

A thought for the boat crews: they set off earlier than most to travel to the swim location, then get 
up early to be at the venue and launch the boats; leave late after landing the boats and then have 
the slow drive home finished with washing the boats down and stowing them until the next time... 

I look forward to seeing you again in 2020. Don’t forget, if you enjoyed it, let your swimming 
friends know so they can enjoy it too. 

1 Way Ladies 1st Alex Sedman 01:51:34 f/s 

1 Way Ladies 1st B/S Jane Sedman 01:59:41 Bst 

1 Way Ladies 3rd Jean Wilkin-Oxley 02:13:34 f/s 

1 Way Junior Girls 1st Holly Rotchell 01:21:19 f/s 

1 Way Junior Girls 2nd Madeleine Adams 01:30:14 f/s 

1 Way Men 1st Niki Williams 01:05:10 f/s 

1 Way Men 2nd Ian Lang 01:17:28 f/s 

1 Way Men 3rd Steve Taylor 01:18:00 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 1st Jane Nunn 03:04:25 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 2nd Claire Wilson 03:15:02 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 3rd Louise Orgill 03:33:27 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 4th Sarah Poplar 03:39:32 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 5th Alex Sedman 04:12:26 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 1st B/S Jane Sedman 04:12:27 Bst 

2 Way Men 1st Ian Lang 02:53:38 f/s 

2 Way Men 2nd Steve Taylor 02:53:54 f/s 

2 Way Men 3rd Andrew Middleton 03:18:26 f/s 

2 Way Junior Girls 1st Madeleine Adams 03:19:45 f/s 
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3k Ladies 1st Laura Shinton 00:45:25 f/s 

3k Ladies 2nd Annie Stafford 01:12:57 f/s 

3k Men 1st Steve Taylor 00:45:22 f/s 

3k Men 2nd Rhys Price 00:46:50 f/s 

3k Men 3rd David Randall 00:49:40 f/s 

3k Men 4th Andrew Price 01:02:07 f/s 

3k Junior Girls 1st Holly Rotchell 00:49:11 f/s 

1k Mixed 1st Darren Heald 00:21:27 f/s 

1k Mixed 2nd Karen Jones 00:28:53 f/s 

1k Mixed 3rd Mark Dunham 00:30:37 f/s 

1k Juniors 1st Luca Dunham 00:30:38 f/s 

Philip Yorke 
Swim Secretary 

Coniston Veterans 
27th July 2019 

Grim and grey were the order of the day.  This wasn’t enough to dampen the ardour of any of our 
brave competitors.  In comparison to the weather of last year this was mild.  Most of the rain was 
wet, some of the rain was very wet, and even some of the dry spells were moist. 

Once organised at Brown Howe the event was able to start a little early to get out of the rain as 
soon as possible.  Our six competitors and their trusty paddlers embarked at their own paces.  
They all got wet.  The volunteers got wet.  The safety crews on the boats were dry, they had dry 
suits on. 

The muggy conditions for time keepers saturated the paperwork, their pens were dripping from 
the pouring precipitation.  The first swimmer appeared from the headland and powered to the 
finish.  The timekeepers did their best to encourage the swimmers to stand to show their 
completion.  I think this must have been the most difficult part of the event. 

Six swimmers in and six swimmers out, no retirees, no casualties, no sun. 

All swimmers received a dry trophy as we were lucky to have some space in the Blue Bird café 
for the presentation.  It was a little squashed and there was lots of chatter.  I hope everyone 
involved was thanked enough for their efforts as the background noise was a little intrusive. 

Jean Wilkin-Oxley (past president) presented the trophies, certificates and new badges.  This was 
special for me as Coniston was my very first event and Jean was swim secretary then. Jean 
introduced me to the special family of the BLDSA, which I enjoy sharing with others. 

Did I mention it was raining? 

Francis Zielinski 
Swim Secretary 
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3.85 miles Ladies 1st Louise Orgill 02:08:53 f/s 

3.85 miles Ladies 2nd Michelle Hardy 02:11:51 f/s 

3.85 miles Ladies 3rd Janet Wilson 04:36:33 f/s 

3.85 miles Ladies DNS Morag Scott DNS  

3.85 miles Mens 1st Justin Palfrey 01:32:46 f/s 

3.85 miles Mens 2nd Steve Taylor 01:48:11 f/s 

3.85 miles Mens 3rd David Randall 01:56:42 f/s 

3.85 miles Mens DNS Clive Woodcock DNS  

Coniston Water 
28th July 2019 

Was it going to be a replay of the weather again for the second day of this weekend of events? 
There were grey clouds and threats of thunder and heavy showers in the afternoon. Registration 
at The Blue Bird Café ran smoothly.  A happy mistake in printing off the registration sheets 
worked well as the double sided information about swimmers and paddlers for the safety crews 
was concise and condensed. 

The members and volunteers of the BLDSA rallied round to ensure all participants arrived at the 
start in excellent time.  As we felt we were being chased by the clouds the event was started as 
soon as possible.  2 juniors, 2 male senior swimmers and 6 female senior swimmers all choosing 
freestyle were joined by Suzanne who was brave to attempt the event butterfly.  Once all of the 
swimmers had safely started their journeys the RIBs patrolled the course providing excellent 
cover, support and advice for swimmers and their crew. 

Niki Williams must have scared away the clouds with his amazing pace completing in less than 2 
hours.  There was a massive chase for the next three places, second was Steve Taylor then the 2 
juniors.  The third place overall was taken by the juniors, awesome swims, great effort and 
difficult to separate.  Both swimmers were 12 years old and competing at such a high level in the 
field.  Watch out for these two as I predict there are more great things to come.  The steady 
arrival of the other swimmers reflected the determination of new swimmers and experienced ones 
too.

Congratulations all round. Jean Wilkin-Oxley presented the keepsakes, certificates, hats and 
badges.  All 11 swimmers finished and not a single sign of rain.  It is great to say we had our first 
aid and safe guarding team on site but didn’t require any interventions. 

After the swim Jean continued her impromptu past president role to christen the new RIB.  It 
wasn’t Ribby McRibface, but ‘Swim Rescue 2’ as the current ‘Swim Rescue’ is retired.  I didn’t 
know a RIB was like a ‘Fish and Chip Shop’ but it is. If you want to know more ask Jean. 

Oh, by the way. When I got home it was raining. 

Francis Zielinksi 
Swim Secretary 

5.25 miles Ladies 1st Wendy Figures 02:38:13 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 2nd Karen Throsby 02:48:40 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 3rd Michelle Hardy 02:59:07 f/s 
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5.25 miles Ladies 4th Jenny Reeves 02:59:27 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 5th Alex Sedman 03:14:16 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 6th Luiza Woods 03:17:22 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 7th Suzanne Brown 03:48:20 Butterfly 

5.25 miles Ladies DNS Morag Scott DNS  

5.25 miles Junior Girls 1st Holly Rotchell 02:22:20 f/s 

5.25 miles Junior Girls 1st Francesca Palfrey 02:22:20 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 1st Niki Williams 01:59:27 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 2nd Steve Taylor 02:21:58 f/s 

Champion of Champions (Wales) 
3rd August 2019 

I would like to thank everyone who came along to support this inaugural event. 

On the Saturday BLDSA members took to the water to complete the traditional gruelling 9 mile 
staged challenge.  First up was the 5 mile circuit, then a short rest before a further 3 miles and 
finally 1 mile to finish. 

The male champion was Andrew Allum in a time of 3 hrs 25 mins 06 and our female champion 
was Nikki Fraser in a time of 3hrs 29mins 51 secs.  Congratulations to all swimmers who 
completed the challenge. 

On Saturday evening we were hosted by Holyhead sailing club and enjoyed musical 
entertainment from Alan and Mike plus local dj Vinyl Dave.  The BLDSA song was performed live 
for the first time, paying tribute to some of our well-loved characters and a great night was had by 
all. 

On Sunday morning we held a 1 Mile and a half mile event open to all.  It was great to see lots of 
first time open water swimmers alongside a number of swimmers returning after time away from 
the water.  Fantastic to see so many people enjoying our sport and supporting each other. 

Through entries for this event we raised £700 for the local Holyhead RNLI crew fund and were 
delighted to be visited by the ILB lifeboat during the race. 

The crew were delighted and say the funds will all be put to good use while they carry on saving 
lives at sea. 
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A great weekend for the BLDSA and lovely to be part of a fantastic weekend of events for 
Holyhead with The Cybi coastal marathon and Holyhead RNLI open day also taking place. 

Congratulations to all who swam & a massive Thank You to all the volunteers who made the 
event successful. 

Special thanks to: 

Nigel Dennis and Holyhead Sailing club for hosting us for the weekend 
Chris Hickling (for safety, admin and helping me make it possible) 
Sue Coates (Race Controller) 
The BLDSA rescue boat crews - Andy Wright, Martyn Coates, Mick Blackburn, Paul Llewellyn-
Hodgson and Richard Hardy 
Adrian Rotchell (& family), Gwyn Llewellyn & Dee Llewellyn-Hodgson (Timekeeping & Results) 
Adam Bell, Janet Wilson (First Aid) Pat Llewellyn (First Aid on Sun with me) 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley (my deputy on the day so I could swim) 
Amanda Bell, Helen Liddle (lap counting, turn boat) 
All the wonderful volunteer kayakers 
& not forgetting Alan and Mike for the musical entertainment on Saturday evening at the sailing 
club

Come and join us next year 
Happy Swimming 

Full Championship Results 

Senior Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser 03:29:51 f/s 

Senior Ladies 2nd Liane Hickling 04:04:34 f/s 

Senior Ladies 3rd Corinna Bridges 04:06:03 f/s 

Senior Ladies 4th Louise Orgill 04:42:50 f/s 

Senior Ladies 5th Michelle Hardy 04:47:13 f/s 

Senior Ladies 6th Alex Sedman 05:17:27 f/s 

Senior Ladies 1st B/S Jane Sedman 05:34:20 Bst 

Senior Ladies DNS Sara Marley DNS f/s 

Senior Ladies DNS Annabel Lavers DNS f/s 

Senior Ladies DNS Laura Ansell DNS f/s 

Senior Mens 1st Andrew Allum 03:25:06 f/s 

Senior Mens 2nd Ian Lang 03:38:14 f/s 

Senior Mens 3rd Adam Wardle 03:51:27 f/s 

Senior Mens 4th Mark Yare 03:57:15 f/s 

Senior Mens 5th Mark Sheridan 04:02:04 f/s 

Senior Mens 6th Robert Waterhouse 04:16:00 f/s 

Senior Mens 7th Mark Kennealy 04:36:02 f/s 

Senior Mens 8th Kevin Welsh 04:39:12 f/s 
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Senior Mens 9th Nick White 04:56:32 f/s 

Junior Girls DNF Holly Rotchell DNF f/s 

Two Way Windermere 
10th/11th August 2019 

Unfortunately, this year’s Two Way Windermere swim was cancelled by the Swim Secretary as 
he felt that the weather conditions were too severe for the swim to go ahead. 
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Ullswater 
17th August 2019 

This swim was later in the month this year due to 2 Way Windermere being scheduled for the 
week before.  Whilst this swim did go ahead the water levels were high and the weather on the 
damp and windy side!  Due to rain in the previous weeks the water temperature was under 14C at 
Glenridding. 

There was a tail wind for most of the swim and pretty white horses.  One swimmer was escorted 
by a rowing boat and the crew found this challenging, one of our Kayakers said “never again” as 
he reached the end. 

All confirmed entries (11) arrived and all completed.  There were some new faces, which is 
always gratifying.  The slower swimmers set off an hour before the faster group, which meant 
they finished together, more or less. 

Madeleine Adams, the only junior swimmer, finished in 3:50:33. 
Anna Ploszajski was the first woman home with a time of 3:30:34. 
Jane Sedman was our only Breaststroke swimmer and completed in 4:45:41. 
The men’s race was won by Steve Taylor in 3:19:24. 
Many of these swimmers went on to swim Derwentwater the following day! 

Presentations were held in the Crown Pub afterwards, which was warm and cosy after some brief 
downpours during the event. 

As usual we appreciate the help of all the volunteers, on the boats and onshore.  
Paula Cherriman was a new first aider whose skills were fortunately not required. 

It was also satisfying to receive an email from one of the swimmers saying how much she 
enjoyed the event, commenting on how friendly and inclusive and well organised we were. 

Outward Bound were very helpful in giving us access to their land for the halfway first aid station.   
Lakeland Boat Hire likewise were very helpful in giving access to the finish point. 

Annie Stafford 
Swim Secretary 

7.5 miles Ladies 1st Anna Ploszajski 03:30:34 f/s 

7.5 miles Ladies 2nd Wendy Figures 03:38:46 f/s 

7.5 miles Ladies 3rd Alex Sedman 04:39:29 f/s 

7.5 miles Ladies 1st 
B/S

Jane Sedman 04:45:41 Bst 

7.5 miles Ladies 5th Kristen Smith 04:47:19 f/s 

7.5 miles Ladies 6th Andrea Ayres 04:58:59 f/s 

7.5 miles Mens 1st Steve Taylor 03:19:24 f/s 

7.5 miles Mens 2nd Craig Murray 03:36:56 f/s 

7.5 miles Mens 3rd Kevin Welsh 04:03:36 f/s 

7.5 miles Mens 4th Jaspar Joseph-Lester 04:11:42 f/s 

7.5 miles Junior Girls 1st Madeleine Adams 03:50:33 f/s 
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Derwentwater Triangle Championship 
18th August 2019 

Derwentwater was very high this year and for a week prior to the event there was real concern 
that we might not be able to access the usual beach by the piers.  Doug at Keswick Launches 
was very supportive and said “don't worry we'll get you in!” 

This swim was held the day after the Ullswater swim, and 7 of the swimmers had swum the day 
before. 

All participants felt that the weather was worse than the day before and the water was a bit like a 
washing machine.  There was a significant breeze, which was challenging in some directions.  
The endless recent rain significantly cooled the water especially at the Lodore end where the river 
comes in. 

We had a total of 6 entries for the 5.25 mile Triangular swim, and all but 1 completed. 

Anna Ploszajski was first woman in 2:44:49 and Steve Taylor the first and only man in 2:22:04. 

3 swum the 2 mile event which was won by Madeleine Adams (junior) in 00:56:47. 

Many thanks to Kayakers (special thanks to Nikki Williams who kayaked but would have preferred 
to swim!) who stepped in at the last moment, and to our volunteers on and off the water.  It got 
wetter and wetter for all concerned except those swimming.  It was however a very challenging 
swim for those in the water especially after a longer swim for some the previous day. 

Anna Ploszajski, Andrea Ayres, Kristen Smith and Steve Taylor completed Ullswater and the 
Derwentwater Triangle (Northern Lakes Challenge). 

Annie Stafford 
Swim Secretary 

5.25 miles Ladies 1st Anna Ploszajski 02:44:49 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 2nd Louise Orgill 02:52:31 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 3rd Andrea Ayres 03:38:48 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 4th Kristen Smith 03:41:39 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies DNF Jane Sedman DNF Bst 

5.25 miles Mens 1st Steve Taylor 02:22:04 f/s 

2 miles Ladies 1st Alex Sedman 01:13:02 f/s 

2 miles Ladies 2nd Janet Wilson 01:52:26 f/s 

2 miles Ladies DNS Joanne Griffiths DNS f/s 

2 miles Junior Girls 1st Madeleine Adams 00:56:47 f/s 
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Loch Lomond Relay 
24th August 2019 

The idea of a relay in Loch Lomond was born out 
of the fact that in 2019 it was 60 years since 
Commander Gerry Forsberg first made a 
successful solo swim of the Loch and the 
remarkable fact that there have only been around 
60 successful solo attempts since. 

Some 18 months in the planning stages it finally 
came to fruition on 24th August 2019.  The 
organising group were Janet Wilson, Jean Wilkin-
Oxley and Caroline Lewis, and as time went by, 
increasingly supported by Simon Wallis, whose 

attention to detail and enquiring mind asked all the right questions, and produced all the map 
detail for teams and officials.  Janet was the mastermind behind it but relied heavily on Caroline 
to find all the officials and allocate accommodation and Jean’s wise counsel and knowledge of 
her early BLDSA days as a friend of Gerry’s. 

We were also supported by the Scott family from Inchmurrin, Morag providing free superb 
accommodation for officials in Luss, and also fielding a team and doing some of the local 
organising. We were also made welcome by the Scott family on the Ferry to Inchmurrin, and then 
for lunch and a presentation in the restaurant there. 

There was a display of Gerry’s press cuttings, planning and BLDSA and SASA involvement in his 
swim, and Jean spoke about the man who became a swimming legend. 

Jean herself has been swimming in BLDSA events for 51 
years and the occasion was used to present a jacket to 
Jean, embroidered on the back with all the swims she has 
done over the years. 

Seven teams of swimmers took part in the swim, with a 
staggered start, timed for all to finish around 8pm.  The 
teams were largely self-sufficient with a land crew and 
kayak escorts and were given a variety of changeover 
points on the shore but it was their choice which ones they 
used.  Each team was led by someone who had 
previously swum Loch Lomond as a solo.  All swimmers in 
the team had to swim once, and then individuals could go 
in again in any order.  Teams had 4-6 swimmers. Most 
team members doubled up as kayakers and land crew.  
Teams set off between 3am and 8am, and all completed 
without exception.  One team, led by Tors took exactly 
their predicted time of 17hours.  They did however receive 
wooden spoons for taking the longest time for the swim!  
Mark’s team were the fastest down the loch, with kayaker 
Audra supporting them most of the way. They received a 
Loch Lomond coaster each as a memento of the event.  

Liane’s team had a minor hic-cup in the middle which resulted in one member swimming further 
than planned, and Jo Blackburn kayaked all the way with them.  Jane’s team did all of the 
swimming, kayaking and driving between the 5 of them with no logistical problems.  Caroline’s 
team had great support from family members of the swimmers.  Morag Scott’s team were all local 
to Loch Lomond and a determined group of ladies.  Morag Hughes’ team again consisted of feisty 
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Scots plus Janet and Jean who both did a short leg.  This team had a different kayaker for each 
swimmer, making it the biggest collective team. 

Loch Lomond pebbles were collected during the event and given to the swimmers in the fastest 
and slowest teams. 

The youngest swimmer was 20 and the oldest 66, average age – 45 years 11 months, with a lot 
more females than males in the water! The total time swum by all teams was 104hours and 53 
mins and the total number of emails received by Janet about the swim was 302.  It was run as a 
fun event, but teams were asked to operate within BLDSA rules, and police an infringement 
between them! No infringements were reported to the organisers.  In fact everyone went out of 
their way to help one another and the fun aspect of the day surpassed all expectations. 

All those who took part, Swimmers, officials, kayakers, drivers, and anyone else who played a 
part were given a woven badge to commemorate the event. 
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RESULTS 

Team No Team Names Time Taken Position 
1 Jane Bell

Mandy Byrnes 
Rachel Fraser 
Ben Jaques 
John Willis 

15hours 43 mins 

Estimated
15 hours 

4th

2 Morag Scott,
Mary Connolly 
Maria Dye 
Kathryn Pratschke 
Linda Wilson 
Lesley Serpell 

16 hours 43 mins 

Estimated
16 hours 

6th

3 Caroline Lewis 
Rob Waterhouse 
Emma Waterhouse 
David Bowker 
Rachel Wilkinson 
Michaela Richard 

14hours  52 mins  

Estimated
14 hours 

3rd 

4 Tors Hamilton
Sam Plum 
Sally Plum 
Debbie Taylor 
Sally Capewell 
Kate Goldberg 

17 hours 0 mins 

Estimated
17 hours  

7th

5 Mark Sheridan
Graeme Schlachter 
Fiona Mildner 
Anna Ploszajski 
Corinna Bridges 

11hours 29 mins 

Estimated
12 hours 

1st

6 Liane Hickling
Andy Wright 
Nikki Fraser 
Catriona Fraser 
Joe Wilkin-Oxley 
Dee Hodgson 

12 hours 59mins 

Estimated
12 hours 

2nd

7 Morag Hughes
Janet Wilson 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley 
Emma Chestnutt 
Deirdre Bannan 
Anita Dick 

16hours 07 mins 

Estimated
16 hours 

5th



Page 27 



Page 28 

Windermere 
31st August 2019 

Windermere 2019 was my 3rd year as swim sec and certainly my most challenging to date.  The 
forecast for strong winds and rain meant that there was a small group of event officials looking 
very closely at the weather forecast from 4 days out!  We’d planned to start this year’s event in 
waves, with the swimmers with the slower entry times in the 1st wave, a group of swimmers 
starting in the 2nd with quicker entry times and then speedier entry timed swimmers starting in 
the final wave. 

Due to the weather on the actual morning of the event meant we delayed the start and everyone 
started at the same time – 10:30 which would have been the start time of the final wave.  At this 
point in the report, I must thank everyone who was there on the day for their patience and 
understanding at the decision that was taken to delay the start but actually still run the swim. 

We started all swimmers off together; many not keen to get in as it was windy, rainy and generally 
unpleasant.  It was great to see everyone start this year, especially as we had a junior swimmer, 
butterfly, backstroke and breaststroke swimmers starting amongst the usual front crawl 
swimmers.  I believe that this is the 1st time for Windermere we’ve had an individual medley of 
swimmers starting the swim!  Of the 20 swimmers who started the event, there were only 15 who 
actually finished and many of these who swam who had done the event before were at least 
30mins down on their usual times due to the wind in the final few miles of the swim.  Definitely an 
achievement to complete the swim this year!   

We also trialled the use of trackers this year, to see how they could add value to the event.  On 
the whole these proved highly successful with certain event officials seeing more information than 
the public link that was sent out.  Feedback has been generally positive, both from those 
supporting and from those who were running the event. 

The actual event itself proved to be a tough old day out for those doing it.  Unfortunately within 
the 5 drop outs, the junior swimmer, breaststroke swimmer and the butterfly swimmer dropped 
out.  I’m sure the weather played a huge part in this.  Oliver Wilkinson swam well to win the event 
overall in 4 hours and 33 minutes, Steve Taylor 2nd (and 2nd overall) in 5 hours and 26 minutes, 
with Nik Haynes – doing backstroke, coming home an amazing 3rd male less than 10 minutes 
after Steve in 5 hours and 35 minutes, an amazing achievement.  Good luck to Nik who’s hoping 
to swim the channel backstroke – one to watch out for. 

The 1st ladies swimmer home was Ruth Gertig in 5 hours and 27 minutes followed by 2nd lady 
home Corinna Bridges in 5 hours and 45 minutes and 3rd lady was Wendy Figures in 6 hours and 
6 seconds!  Our final swimmer to finish this year showed amazing determination and courage to 
finish in 9 hours and 4 minutes, an amazing achievement given the conditions on the day. 

This year we had a dinner and small awards ceremony back at the base for registration for the 
event at the Active Base Centre at the National Trust Fell Foot Park.  Nearly 30 people came 
back for some hot food, a few drinks and a chat to share the day’s experiences, plus much more 
I’m sure.  It was great so many people came back to celebrate theirs and others swims.  A big 
thanks to the National Trust for allowing us to use their fantastic facilities throughout the day and 
also for being so flexible with us during the day when our plans changed due to the weather.  We 
are certainly looking to do this again next year! 

Finally from me I’d like to thank all the people involved in helping to run this event many of who 
are never seen and just get on and get things done.  Without them, the event just wouldn’t run.  
Special thanks must go to the boat crews, who were kept slightly busier than usual this year but 
put a huge amount of time into this swim.  Thanks also to the Lake Wardens who allow us to run 
the event each year.  Finally, a huge thanks and well done to all the swimmers and their boat 
crews who took part this year, it was a tough old swim this year! 
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Hope to see you all again soon. 

Chris Malpass 
Swim Secretary 

10.5 miles Ladies 1st Ruth Gertig 05:27:36 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies 2nd Corinna Bridges 05:45:29 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies 3rd Wendy Figures 06:00:06 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies 4th Shelley Ellis 06:37:46 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies 5th Ellen Taylor 07:36:01 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies 6th Alex Sedman 08:16:02 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies DNF Valerie Lindsay DNF Bst 

10.5 miles Ladies DNF Suzanne Brown DNF Butterfly 

10.5 miles Ladies DNF Sarah Dennis DNF f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies DNF Holly Rotchell DNF f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 1st Oliver Wilkinson 04:33:42 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 2nd Steve Taylor 05:26:36 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 3rd Nik Haynes 05:35:12 Backstroke 

10.5 miles Mens 4th Ian Lang 05:45:21 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 5th Mark Sheridan 05:49:48 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 6th Richard Arthur 06:16:28 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 7th Andrew Wells 06:18:49 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 8th Alex White 07:41:09 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 9th Andy Cheshire 09:04:53 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens DNF Steve Adams DNF f/s 

Lynn Regis 
28nd September 2019 

Unfortunately, this swim was not held this year due to a large increase in fees for the hire of the 
premises.

Alternative swims will be discussed for 2020. 
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St Mary’s Loch Report 
7th September 2019 

Our swim in St. Mary’s Loch was once again held on 7th September.  There were only 7 
swimmers though, and 2 weeks before the event there was only one entry, so looking as if the 
event would not be held. 

However St. Mary’s is one of those events where those on land enjoy being there just as much as 
the swimmers, and had as usual planned to be there!  They had changed work shifts, made 
domestic arrangements and planned other trips around the St. Mary’s weekend.  Then the 
swimmers eventually crept forward and were added to the small select list up to 2 days before the 
event.  Whilst we are pleased the event was able to run, could we please make a plea for next 
year that swimmers sign up by the closing date, and preferably earlier?  A tremendous amount of 
work goes into planning and preparing for an event and all our swims are run by volunteers, who 
are very willing to do it, but may not necessarily have the time to put the whole thing together 2 
days before the event! 

Everyone who entered the event completed their goal in a water temperature of 13 degrees, 
accompanied by bright sunshine and an occasional breeze.  The results are recorded elsewhere, 
but at this event everyone is rewarded for a personal achievement, with a certificate and other 
reminders of the occasion. 

Despite the lack of preparation time we always seem to manage an impromptu party at St. 
Mary’s, and although the group was a little smaller, this year was no different.  Jean Wilkin-Oxley 
had recently swum Windermere, 50 years since her first successful attempt, and so provided food 
to go with our evening entertainment in the Tibbie Sheils caravan.  The owners, Alistair and 
Eleanor were invited, along with Mike and Alan, who had been kayaking for swimmers, and their 
guitars, plus two visitors from Switzerland who happened to be camping next to us.  Gin bottles 
and other beverages appeared from everywhere to go with the spread and there was music until 
the early hours, including a rendering of the ever growing BLDSA anthem. 

Next year’s event is planned for the 12th September, so please make it a priority in your diaries 
now and come and achieve your swimming goals and join in the party, all in one weekend.  There 
is a variety of accommodation available at Tibbie Sheils if you enquire early enough and get it 
booked.

2 Way Ladies 1st Liane Hickling 02:55:38 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 2nd Kim Riddoch 03:46:30 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 3rd Alex Sedman 04:16:31 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 4th Jacquie Hall 04:22:34 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 1st B/stroke Jane Sedman 05:02:26 Bst 

1 Way Ladies 1st Helen Beveridge 01:49:08 f/s 

1 Way Ladies 1st W/S Rose Veitch 01:52:00 f/s 

Janet Wilson 
St Mary’s Loch Championship Secretary 
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Successful Swims by BLDSA Members 2019 – Well Done To All! 

English Channel Solo Swims 

Elaine Henderson 12/07/19 15 hrs 20 mins 
Steve Henigan 16/07/19 11 hrs 58 mins 
Kathryn Perry 
BLDSA Swimmer of the Year 

23/07/19 12 hrs 11 mins 

Juliette Bigley 25/07/19 13 hrs 53 mins 
Hunter Charlton 04/08/19 14 hrs 40 mins 
Simon Rich 08/08/19 11 hrs 57 mins 
Zeina Alsharkas 
Niko Nestor Award for Swimming for Peace 

12/08/19 11 hrs 36 mins 

Miles Worling 22/08/19 13 hrs 31 mins 
Jevon O’Neil 25/08/19 13 hrs 10 mins 
Callum Bettington 10/09/19 11 hrs 56 mins 
Michelle Hardy 15/09/19 15 hrs 19 mins 
Max MacKay 15/09/19 13 hrs 3 mins 

English Channel Relay Swims 

Kingfishers Swimming Club  23/07/19  13 hrs 6 mins 
Team: 
Madeline Adams 
Claire Bamford 
Ellie Knight 
Owen Mahoney 
Thomas Reynoldson 
Jane Sedman 
Alexandra Sedman 

Catalina Channel Solo Swims 

Melanie Holland 12/08/19 11 hrs 44 mins 
Michael Helps 28/08/19 13 hrs 50 mins 

20 Bridges Manhattan Swim 

Melanie Holland 01/06/19 7 hrs 1 min 
Mark Sheridan 01/06/19 7 hrs 52 mins 

Triple Crown Swimmers 

Mark Sheridan 01/06/19 
Melanie Holland 12/08/19 
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Officers’ Reports

Hon Membership Secretary’s Report 

Membership 2019 
There are 3266 on the database. 
There are: 
351 “active” Members. 
278 Seniors, 137 are new this year. 
Of the Seniors, 176 are Veterans, 81 are new this year. 
Of the Veterans, 34 are Masters, 17 are new this year. 
7 Juniors, 5 are new this year. 
6 Affiliate clubs. 
57 Life members in various categories. 

Vince Classen 
Hon Mem Sec 

Hon. Recorder’s Report 

Swim Recognitions for 2019 

I must apologise to the successful swimmers for the delay in getting their certificates out in a 
timely manner.  Hopefully by the time this is published all will have received the formal recognition 
they so richly deserve. 

Completed 

1 Andrew Wells  20th May  2 way Windermere 
2 Karen Weir  29th June  Windermere 
3 Team Nessie Friends 1st July  4 person relay of Loch Ness 
4 Donna Nicholas  30th June  Windermere 
5 Ian Humphreys  19th July  Windermere 
6 Michael Johmann  11th August 2 way Windermere 
7 Team Impossible Nada 13th August 3 person relay of Loch Ness 
8 Mike Gregory  16th August Loch Ness 
9 Team Swimming 60’s 19th August 4 person relay of Loch Lomond 
(Wetsuit) 
10 Andrew Wells  20th August 2 way Ullswater 
11 Rosalind L Edmonds 27th August 2 way Windermere 
12 Nigel Chatwin  28th August Windermere 
13 Rosalinda M C Hardiman 1st September Loch Ness 
14 Team Born to Swim  3rd September 4 person relay of Loch Ness 
15 Emma France  5th September Windermere 

No Part 2 received, reported as withdrawn or other 

1 Kate Robarts  25th July  Mounts Bay 
2 Ross Wisby  4th August  2 way Windermere 
3 Ross Wisby  6th August  3 way Windermere 
4 Team The Machine Men 11th August Loch Ness relay 
5 Niki Williams  16th August Coniston 
6 Niki Williams  16th August Windermere 
7 Niki Williams  16th August Ullswater 
8 Daniel Martinez Lobo 19th August Loch Ness 
9 Andrew Wells  20th August Bala 
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10 Andrew Wells  20th August Windermere 
11 Team Swim your Swim relay 2nd September Windermere multiple lengths 
12 Ross Wisby  2nd September 5 way Windermere 

Some of the “No part 2 received” may be subsequently submitted and therefore will be processed 
and submitted to the Executive at a later date. 

V Classen 
Hon. Recorder 

Hon. Publicity Officer’s Report 

No report

Hon. Safety Officer’s Report 

The 2019 season has been uneventful regarding safety issues, which is how we like it.  Having 
two new swim locations added to the calendar involved a little bit more running around for our 
safety team and the new rescue boat arrived which made for some fun days on the water 
performing high speed trials and handling tests, I think everyone is very happy with the outcome 
of the custom build, I know Mick and myself are! 

I tested the new buoyancy aids at the Holyhead Champion of Champions event when I stupidly 
mis-judged the speed at which a rising tide comes in, returning to the slip way and seeing our 
new boat gently bobbing about 20m away in the harbour, someone was going to have to swim 
and get it and that someone was me (yes the one member of the safety team who really does not 
like swimming at all). Anyway successful test of the new equipment! 

We tested an alternative to the flag alpha on a pole at two of the events but both were not 
acceptable so for the foreseeable future the flag alphas are here to stay, therefore I will take this 
opportunity to remind everyone that flags must be mounted to the kayak and preferably stick up 
over the kayakers head height. 

I intend to visit some of our affiliated club events in the 2020 season to ensure that they are all 
happy with our rules and regulations especially the insurance stipulations.  As our insurance 
costs continue to increase the committee are going to discuss affiliation options, I will have more 
information about this at the AGM meeting. 

The website is performing well and I think we are all getting the hang of it now, there are still a 
few improvements which I am hopefully going to implement ready for next season’s entries.  If 
anyone has any comments please feel free to email me through the contact page. 

Finally a very huge thank you to the safety crews and committee members who make the BLDSA 
a joy to be involved with.  See you all in the New Year. 

Richard Hardy 
Hon Safety Officer 
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Hon. Rescue Boat Coordinator’s Report 

2019 was another busy year for our safety boat volunteers both behind the scenes and on the 
water.  With the decision ratified by the AGM to purchase a new boat, Richard Hardy and Mick 
Blackburn made a number of visits to Hull to oversee the construction at Humber RIBS and as a 
result we have a fantastic new boat in Swim Rescue II.  With the new boat not expected until mid-
season Richard also did a sterling job in getting the original Swim Rescue serviceable for the 
season and Mick also put in considerable effort fault finding and rectifying an issue we had with 
Swim Safe later in the year.  With the new boat, upgraded life jackets and drysuits we are well 
equipped for the future. 

The new venues at Scaling Dam, Holyhead and the relay at Loch Lomond all presented their 
individual challenges as first events tend to, but all were excellent and hold great future potential.  
There is a lesson to be learned when beaching a boat on a rising tide in Holyhead Harbour 
without making it secure, as a nameless member of the team found out when he had to swim out 
to recover the boat as it gently bobbed away from the shore.  Perhaps a future open water 
swimmer lies in the ranks of the safety crew.  Our Champion of Champions Wales event 
coincided with the Holyhead Lifeboat open day, with the all-weather lifeboat berthed close to the 
course for Saturday’s event and we were joined on the water by Holyhead Inshore Lifeboat for 
our fund-raising Swim on the Sunday.  The RNLI were highly complementary of our organisation 
and safety cover on both days. 

The Lomond relay was a logistical challenge but a fantastic day to be a part of.  Despite Swim 
Safe being on the water from about one in the morning and getting off at ten that night the 
friendliness and team spirit shown by all the swimmers and support crews really did make it 
worthwhile.  This was the BLDSA at its very best and I can safely say that everyone on the safety 
boats enjoyed being part of it. 

As always big thanks to Mick and Martyn ably assisted by Richard for towing the boats around 
the country and providing the back bone of the safety crew.  Thanks also to Andy, Paul, Sue and 
David for their efforts on the safety boats.  Holyhead and Dover provided us with the opportunity 
to do some additional training in waves and tide which could prove useful if plans in the pipeline 
come to fruition.  Watch this space. 

Chris Hickling 



Page 44 

Hon. Safeguarding Officer’s Report 

The Safeguarding Sub Committee met on April 16th 2019. 

We continue to update core volunteers’ DBS Checks.  New volunteers are checked and existing 
enhanced DBS certificates from work or other volunteering organisations are also accepted. 

There were no Safeguarding issues (children or vulnerable adults) at any of our swims this year. 

There were some issues brought to our attention over the year: 

As a result of safeguarding briefing at swims being inconsistent, a briefing template was sent to 
all Swim Secretaries. 

We welcome under 18’s helping at swims in a variety of roles. 
We must ensure that all under 18’s, whether helping, paddling or on shore have a named adult 
responsible for them. 

Social media and Facebook 

As Exec members, swim secretaries and core volunteers we should not be friending under 18’s 
on Facebook without the consent of their parents.  Equally any emails should be copied into their 
parents.  It has been pointed out that the trackers used at Windermere potentially let a wide range 
of people know where under 18’s were swimming.  This needs to be considered if they are to be 
used again. 

We continue to make safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults a priority at all our swims so 
please continue to bring to our attention any other issues that concern you. 

Annie Stafford 

Hon. Dinner Secretary’s Report 

The Annual Dinner 2019 was held at the Royal Hotel, Scarborough on 9th March with 53 
members in attendance.  Michael Read represented the CSA and I think you will all agree what a 
pleasure it was to have Founder Eileen Fenton join us.  Bridget Hopkinson’s speech was an eye 
opener, full of tales from her swimming days with Eileen and a rather amusing ‘naming and 
shaming’ of our own Margaret Smith after a certain Windermere swim.  The less said about that 
the better!! 

As my second time organising our Annual Dinner things went rather more smoothly as all 
systems were in place from 2018 which made the job easier to execute.  Needless to say it 
wasn’t a one man show and I am grateful for all the help received. 

The dinner was on the territory of the Scarborough Kingfishers, who hold a strong affiliation with 
the BLDSA.  Paula Ambury’s welcome speech was particularly interesting, providing a history of 
swimming in Scarborough spanning several decades.  Thanks must also go to Paula for 
organising a dip in the North Sea which was erm….. fresh to say the least!  Obligatory tea and 
cake followed (of course) so thank you for this. 

The raffle was as ever a success so thank you to everyone who brought prizes along and bought 
tickets.  The proceeds were donated to Niemann Pick UK, a small charity researching this rare 
condition.
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The 2020 Dinner will be held on 14th March at the Humber Royal Hotel, watch this space for 
information regarding a swim on Saturday or Sunday.  Details TBC.  Tickets can be purchased 
through our website or alternatively by filling in the Dinner form contained within your Annual 
Report package. 

Hope to see you in Humberside! 

Jane Bell

200 Club 

Month Amt No Name Amt No Name Amt No Name 
Jan £10 52 Steve 

Lawson 
£10 79 Penny 

Rushton 
£5 93 Leslie 

Du Cane 
Feb £10 26 Mrs M 

Perry
£10 100 Andy 

Wright
£5 67 Sue 

Coates
Mar £10 37 Graham 

McIntyre 
£10 24 Tony 

Espin
£5 101 Philip 

Yorke 
AGM £20 69 Leslie 

Du Cane 
£20 71 Clive 

Burbage 
N/A N/A N/A 

April £10 88 Richard 
Garnish 

£10 76 Martyn 
Coates

£5 145 Joe 
Smith

May £10 95 Mick 
Blackburn

£10 121 Chris 
Hickling 

£5 145 Joe 
Smith

June £10 98 Karen 
Jones

£10 51 Margaret 
Smith

£5 25 Joe 
Smith

July £10 52 Steven 
Lawson 

£10 33 Kevin 
Murphy 

£5 118 Pat 
Llewellyn 

Aug £10 97 Steve 
Price

£10 26 Mrs M 
Perry

£5 18 Jacky 
Classen

Sept £10 39 Mike 
Read 

£10 63 Anne 
Stafford 

£5 123 Sandra 
Wright

Oct £10 47 Marguerite 
Pike 

£10 79 Penny 
Rushton 

£5 42 Anne 
Smith

Nov £10 11 Janet 
Wilson 

£10 104 John 
Goodbody 

£5 68 Jacky 
Classen

Dec £10 64 Annette 
Brodie

£10 116 Liane 
Hickling 

£5 50 Gill 
Stables

Congratulation to the winners for 2018/19, there are 105 numbers in use between 1 and 145.  
There are many still available for the annual cost of £6 per number.  It could be well worth it, 
anyone wanting numbers please check the website for details or contact me for a form, email 
membership@bldsa.org.uk 

Vince Classen 
200 Club Administrator 

Hon. Trophy Secretary’s Report 

No report 
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Affiliated Club Reports

Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club 

The 67th Pier 2 Pier Sea Swim event on the Isle of Wight took place on Saturday 3rdAugust 
2019

Organised and run by the BLDSA affiliated IOW Marlins Masters Swim Club, the popularity of this 
event brought 122 swimmers to Sandown Pier where the swimmers then swam the 1.8 miles 
across the Sandown/Shanklin Bay to finish on the beach outside the Shanklin Rowing Club, 
which is by the site of the old Shanklin Pier that was destroyed in the gales of 1987. 

All 122 swimmers safely completed the course, escorted by 32 kayakers, 2 Independent 
Lifeboats and 4 Shanklin Deep Sea Fisherman in their motorised craft. 

For the 2nd year swimmers in wet suits were allowed but the majority of the swimmers were in 
costumes.

The event remains popular as swimmers do not have to be registered with a Club and so we had 
many ‘independent’ swimmers involved. 

As the swimmers waited for the results they enjoyed the hot soup and bread rolls, as well as 
‘other’ club house facilities at the rowing Club, plus a bar of chocolate supplied by Tesco.  All 
swimmers received a commemorative medal. 

All the results and photos of the event are available on the IOW MARLINS SC website. 

The 68th event will take place on Saturday 1st August 2020. All details are or will be on the 
aforementioned website. 

Robert Cooper 

iSwim Brighton 

A successful first year for our fledgling Club!  We have grown to a membership of 94 people, 64% 
of which are female and dominate in the cold-water swims.  We have great Club facilities which 
makes iSWIM such a social place to be. 

We hold group swim events in a non-competitive and inclusive environment with our main swim 
on a Sunday afternoon, which is by far the most popular.  We also have Club swims on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings. 
�
Stephen McMenamin 
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iSwim Brighton 
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Jersey Long Distance Swimming Club 

1974 – 2019 – “Our Sapphire Anniversary Year! 

It’s been 45 years since a small band of swimmers 
dedicated to endurance and open water swimming 
inspired by the exploits of the young Denize Le Pennec 
formed the Jersey Long Distance Swimming Club.  
Denize is such a great ambassador and supporter to the 
long-distance swimming fraternity in Jersey and is 
responsible for all their catalogue of incredible 
achievements.  JLDSC is eternally grateful to Denize who 

was the youngest Briton to swim the Channel in 1966!  Whenever you get the chance please take 
a look at Denize’s plaque on the wall at Gorey Pier. 

Our swimming calendar started as always at St Catherine’s with the New Year’s Day dip.  The 
weather was dry and we had a brilliant turn out for the swim, well done to everyone who took part.  
Thanks to St. Catherine’s sailing club for the use of their club house for soup and nibbles 
afterwards.  A great start to 2019.  The donations collected were given to Jean McLaughlin to be 
split between her chosen charities for her 100 challenges she completed for her 80th year! 

Back in the pool, our Tuesday night sessions were well attended, with more juniors that we’ve 
ever had before!  Most of these juniors made the transition from the pool to the sea in May so 
great to see them all swimming in the sea. 

We had another great turn out over all 8 lanes for the Swimarathon and we raised a total of 
£831.00. 

Well done also to all the 25 swimmers who took part in the postal swim this year, there were lots 
of PB’s. 

At the local JASA Awards and Presentations evening, all our local 2018 round island and Jersey 
to France swimmers were recognised with Certificates of Achievement.  Special mention to Andy 
Truscott who was awarded the Outstanding Open Water trophy for his record-breaking Double 
Round Jersey swim, and Graeme Lowe who received an outstanding recognition award for his 
Ice Mile, also Certificates were awarded to our two young committee members Alice Harvey and 
Chantelle Le Guilcher for their Channel swims. 

Further accolades were bestowed upon Andy Truscott, Alice Harvey and Chantelle Le Guilcher 
when they were presented with Certificates of Merit from the Jersey Sports Council. 

We had an amazing start to the open water season. The weather was hot and sunny which 
encouraged lots of swimmers into the sea.  Tuesday evenings remained popular and we 
welcomed many new juniors and seniors alike with record breaking attendances with over 70 
swimmers on our first Tuesday night training in the sea. 

Well done to everyone who wore green and donated money/cakes for the annual Green Swim.  
We had a great turnout and raised a fantastic £411.20 for Macmillan Jersey.  Fantastic turn out 
with bright green hats given to all swimmers which looked brilliant in the sea. 

�
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Congratulations to Clara McLoughlin who was awarded the Flambard trophy. 

After an amazing June, July and August there was a change in the weather for September and a 
few swims had to be cancelled including the night swim on our last Tuesday evening but safety is 
paramount and the predicted weather was not suitable for a night swim. 

The Karen Delahunty swim went ahead this year in windy conditions but safe to swim with our 
kayak cover, with new members challenging themselves as this is a 1.42 mile swim and for some 
the longest swim ever attempted, pleased to say they all smashed it and finished with big smiles.  
The trophy was awarded to Nicki Brown who this year has just gone from strength to strength 
with her swimming. 

The De Caux trophy swim at Ouaisné was the most idyllic swim ever.  The weather was 
absolutely perfect, a complete contrast to the previous year.  Joseph Asplet was awarded the 
boy’s trophy and Charlotte Barraud was awarded the girl’s trophy, both being the youngest 
swimmers to participate. 

The Masters swim trophies were awarded to the first male and female home over a mile-long 
course, winners were Alice Harvey and Scott Docherty. 

Well done to all members who took part in the third Open Water Festival held over the weekend 
16th 17th 18th August.  Events were due to be held over the three days at various bays and 
included a range of distances.  However strong winds forced the cancellation of the first 2 
sessions.  A drop in the wind and a last-minute location change enabled the organisers to 
incorporate some of the missed sessions into the Saturday evening swim session. 

Our Senior and Masters championships were incorporated into the swim on the Sunday at Havre 
des Pas.  Conditions got progressively worse as the swim went on which led the organisers to 
halt the swim early.  Congratulations to our senior Ladies Champion, Rhiannon Gribbell.  The 
Mens Trophy was not awarded. 

We have also had a good turnout in open water swims organised by the Jersey Swimming Club 
with many members being awarded age group trophies.  However, the Castle to Harbour had to 
be cancelled due to weather conditions. 

Well done to all our juniors who took part in this year’s Junior Series.  We had a great turnout 
over all three swims.  Many thanks to Granite Products for sponsoring the Series yet again!  The 
final swim of the series also doubled as the Junior Club Championships and the winners were 
Junior Girls – Eleanor Docherty and Junior Boys – Cayden Bell, Girls – Ocean Brown and Boys – 
Ronan Baines. 

We heartily congratulate everyone who took part in a variety of open water swims, Roll of Honour 
2019 list attached but we should like to highlight the following: 
1st/2nd August Andy Truscott successfully completed another Double Round Jersey swim.  It 
took him 22 hours 32 minutes with a 10 hour 58 minute first circuit and an 11 hour 34 minute 
second circuit. 
27th August Craig Swart successfully completed his English Channel swim in a time of 15hrs 
21mins.
9th/10th September Karen Gallichan successfully completed her English Channel swim in a time 
of 19 hours 44 minutes. 

Many thanks to all our supporters, volunteers, boat crews, kayakers, observers and committee 
members who work tirelessly throughout the year to make the swims a success. 

That’s it folks, well done to all members of the JLDSC for making 2019 such a successful year!!! 
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Roll of Honour 2019 

Round Jersey Solo 
Lynton Mortenson, 18th May, 11 hrs 28 mins 
Nicola Naunton, 5th July, 12 hrs 36 mins 
Jason Betley, 6th July, 12 hrs 00 mins - First backstroke 
Nathan Payas, 6th July, 9 hrs 27 mins 
Mark Chegwin, 7th July, 11 hrs 53 mins 
Andy Truscott, 7th July, 10 hrs 54 mins 
Lisa North, 17th July, 11 hrs 57 mins 
Dean Anderson, 1st August, 11 hrs 43 mins 
Matt Elcock, 6th August, 11 hrs 51 mins 
Sale Savel, 30th August, 10 hrs 29 mins 
Sue Haines, 16th September, 9 hrs 57 mins 
Steve Stievenart, 16th September, 11 hrs 11 mins 

Double Round Jersey Solo 
Andy Truscott, 1st August, 22hrs 32mins  

Round Jersey Relay 
Uswim ‘Jersey Chaps’, 5th July, 9hrs 42mins 
Caitriona Kehily, Una Ryan, Roisin Kelly, 2nd August, 10 hrs 20 mins 
Delta Barracudas, 15th September, 10 hrs 11 mins 

Jersey to France Solo 
Ash Van Wensveen, 25th June, 10 hrs 38 mins 
Bekki Kingshott, 10th July, 7 hrs 43 mins 
Chris Pitman, 11th July, 9hrs 46 mins (J2F Oldest Female) 
Karen Smith, 25th July, 9 hrs 31 mins 
Kenneth Morrison, 26th July, 8 hrs 54 mins 
Ben Jimmieson, 27th July, 6 hrs 01 mins 
Jacqueline Kempfer, 6th August, 7 hrs 10 mins 
Justine Riley, 21st August, 7 hrs 34 mins 
Kevin Mullarkey, 22nd August, 10 hrs 38 mins 
Tim Pond, 24th August, 11 hrs 06 mins 
Paul James, 25th August, 11 hrs 07 mins 
Kate Robarts, 8th September, 9 hrs 42 mins 
Amanda Sharples, 8th September, 10 hrs 12 mins 

Jersey to France Relay 
‘Horizontal and Smiling’, 25th August, 9 hrs 40 mins 

Guernsey to Jersey 
Guy Moar, 29th August, 9hrs 18 mins 

Guernsey to France Relay 
‘Better Late than Never’, 22nd July, 12 hrs 31 mins 
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English Channel 

Alex Begg, 23rd July, 11 hrs 00 mins 
Nick Adams, 25th July, 12 hrs 58 mins 
Craig Swart, 27th August, 15 hrs 21 mins 
Karen Gallichan, 9th/10th September, 19 hrs 44 mins 

Lake Coniston 
Dee Richards, 4 hrs 03 mins 
Wendy Trehiou, 3 hrs 04 mins 
David Bailey (wetsuit) 

Lake Windermere 
Karen Gallichan, July 2nd, 6 hrs 34 mins 

Arctic Circle swim 
Nicki Brown, Hayley Butlin, Alison Wood, Bianca Kempster, Sally Minty-Gravett, Karen Le Cornu, 
Irene McGachy & Karen Gallichan 

Straits of Gibraltar  
Jenny FitzGerald, 21st April, 4 hrs 22mins 
Sally Minty-Gravett, 26th April, 5 hrs 40 mins 

Lake Zurich Relay 
‘Jersey Girls’, 4th August, 8 hrs 49 mins 

Lake Tahoe 
Sally Minty-Gravett MBE, 31st July 16 hrs 17 mins 

Lake Geneva 
Simon O’Donoghue and Craig Swart, 13th September, 4 hrs 27 mins 

Jenny FitzGerald 
JLDSC Hon Sec 
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Warrington Dolphins Long Distance Swimming Club 

Congratulations and thank you to everyone who has supported the Dolphins throughout the year. 

Jan - The year started with the BLDSA Postal Swim organised by Dolphin Mandy Reid.  Many 
thanks to all. 

Feb - We held our 1500m Championships indoor event, this was organised by Kalliopi Sinclair. 
800m Junior Girl – 1st Place Abigale Harrison, Ashton Central SC 
800m Junior Boy – 1st Place Alex Reason, Howe Bridge Aces 
1500m Junior Girl – 1st Place Sophia Sinclair, Warrington Dolphins LDSC 
1500m Senior Ladies – 1st Place Rachel Wilkinson, Warrington Dolphins LDSC 
1500m Senior Gents – 1st Place Chris Green, Thatoo Cycles RT 
Swimmer who finished closest to their estimated time: David Reason, Howe Bridge Marlins LDSC 
(Time Diff. 4 sec) 

April - Bob Keating/Dick Dickinson Swim - Congratulations to all who took part and thank you 
to the counters who helped on the night.  The swimmer closest to their time was Mike Reason in 
the Senior event and Daniel Wall in the Junior event.  Awards were presented.  Well done to all 
the swimmers and again thank you to all the counters who made it possible to hold the event. 

April – 2Swim4Life –Rob Waterhouse and Rachel Wilkinson completed their solo 24 miles in 24 
hours epic swim over the Easter weekend at the Guildford Lido.  Michaela Richard and Caroline 
Lewis in their 2 person relay and also Andy Wright, Chris Carter and Julie Trevor in their 3 person 
relay.  Well done to all.  A big thank you to all our Buddies, Larry Richard, Jo Blackburn, Caroline 
Wilkinson and husband and Emma Waterhouse.  This challenge is to swim a mile on the hour for 
12 hours as a Soloist or Relay.  All completed their challenge with smiles and laughter, most of 
the time anyway! 

April - Outdoor swimming sessions.  This year’s training at Budworth Sailing Club got off to a 
cold start with the water temperature at 10C. However, this soon improved and over the following 
weeks, the temperature saw a steady increase up to the early 20’s.  The sessions have been well 
attended. 

May – Budworth Handicap 1 mile Club Event - Thank you to all those members who took the 
time to enter our pre-season swim, also to our guest swimmer from Warrington Tri Club.  We 
hope you enjoyed the calm water and a blistering 15.5 Deg.C. 

As always and after some deliberation by some, an estimated swim time was submitted at 
registration. 

This year’s winner of the Skin category was Rob Waterhouse who completed his 1 mile swim with 
only a 6 second difference to his predicted time of 30:34, finishing in a time of 30:28. 

Winner of the Wetsuit category was John Hetherington with a time of 31:34, against his predicted 
time of 30:00. 

Thank you to the helpers on the day - Jim, Anita, Heidi and Larry, and as always our thanks to 
Budworth Sailing Club for use of their facilities. 
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Results 
Costume 
1 Rob Waterhouse 30.34 30.28 00:00:06 
2 Elaine Davies 37.00 38.42 00:01:42 
3 Julie Trevor 32.30 34.34 00:02:04 
4 Mandy Reid 42.45 48.29 00:05:44 
Wetsuit 
1 John Hetherington 30.00 31.34 00:01:34 
2 Lee Johnson 28.30 30.19 00:01:49 

June - Budworth Championships 

Thank you to all our helpers for your support at this event - Jim Nurse, Karen Hodgkins, 
Chris Byrne, Sue & Martyn Coates, Jo & Mick Blackburn, Jenny Norton-Barker and 
Emma Waterhouse - which would not have taken place without your help.  This was the last time 
for Larry and I in organising this event which we have done for the past 10 years or so. 

We had 36 swimmers across the 3 distances, 1,2 & 3 miles, water temperature was a nice 17 
Deg.C and overall a good morning of swimming. 

We offer our Best Wishes to the next organiser for 2020. 

SENIOR LADIES 3-MILE 
1 Rachel Wilkinson  01:18:53  WDLDSC 
2 Jane Nunn  01:25:05  U/A 
3 Ellie Moore  01:35:08  U/A 
4 Julie Trevor  01:44:27  WDLDSC 
5 Elaine Davies  01:57:48  WDLDSC 
SENIOR GENTS 3-MILE 
1 Ryan Huddart  01:06:52  Derventio Excel 
2 Jai Bolton   01:18:26  City of Salford 
3 Steve Brearey  01:28:55  Chester Tri 
4 Rob Waterhouse  01:31:25  WDLDSC 
5 Andrew Orme  01:38:29  U/A 
6 Peter Goodman  01:38:57  Sutton Coldfield 
7 Nicholas White (Br/S) 01:52:10  U-Swim 
8 James Long   01:52:48  U/A 
9 Joseph Coy (B/Fly)  02:26:03  USwim 
GENTS 1-MILE 
1 Matthew Davenport  00:30:45  Team Selkie 
2 Mark Williams (Br/S) 00:47:57  U/A 
3 David Bowker  00:50:53  WDLDSC 
 Peter Briggs  DNS  U/A 
JUNIOR GENTS 2-MILE FREESTYLE 
1 Joshua Howard-Hughes 00:42:46  Halton Swimming Club 
LADIES 2 MILE VETS 
1 Bev Thomas  01:14:29  U/A 
GENTS 2 MILE MASTERS 
1 David Randall  00:55:44  Manchester Triathlon 
2 Andrew Wright  01:02:41  WDLDSC 
3 Peter Hawksworth  01:10:28  Nottingham City OWSC 
David Reason (Retired after 1 mile) 00:38:40  Howe Bridge Marlins LDSC 
Steve Connor   DNS  Warrington Masters 
Wetsuit 1-MILE LADIES 
1 Karen Munslow  00:30:54  U/A 
2 Jacqueline Carter  00:39:38  USwim 
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Wetsuit 1-MILE GENTS 
1 Lee Johnson  00:28:00  Warrington Triathlon Club 
 Matt Cullen  DNS  U/A 
 Tim Munslow  DNS  U/A 
Wetsuit 3-MILE - LADIES 
1 Claire Grimmer  01:27:58  U/A 
2 Karen Bain  01:39:03  Knutsford Triathlon Club 
3 Verity Wolstencroft  01:46:10  Knutsford Triathlon Club 
4 Miranda Taylor  01:59:40  U/A 
 Joanna Wilding  DNS  Matlock & District SC 
Wetsuit 3-MILE - GENTS 
1 Richard Bruce  01:10:00  Coalville Triathlon Club 
2 Peter Openshaw  01:18:28  U/A 
3 Joshua Fear  01:24:58  U/A 
4 Andy Gray  01:31:26  U/A 
5 Edward Taylor  01:37:05  U/A 
6 Aynsley Dowding  01:52:03  WDLDSC 
Other Awards 
1st Breaststroke 3 Mile Nicholas White 
Merit of the Mere Award was presented to Jo Blackburn

Social Evening – Budworth - The weather leading up to the Social didn’t look promising, 
however on Tuesday 18th of June the rain cleared.  Our experienced kayakers were able to set 
up an extended course as there were no windsurfers using the lake due to lack of wind, so as 
luck would have it we had the whole mere all to ourselves!  So just before 7pm and in 16.5 Deg.C 
water the start of 25 swimmers began to enter the mere, all in their entertaining individual ways! 

After the swims and showers had finished the buffet table was ready and brimming with 
homemade sandwiches, cakes and hot drinks enjoyed by all the swimmers, spectators and 
amazing volunteers alike. 

A massive thank you to all who brought food and helped on the evening. – Julie Trevor 

August - LOCH LOMOND RELAY
The Dolphins team (Caroline, Rob, Michaela, Rachel & Dave) 

Relay Order 
Leg 1  4.25miles  Caroline  Kayaker Larry 
Leg 2  3.76miles  Rob  Kayaker Dave 
Leg 3  2.45miles  Michaela  Kayaker Colin 
Leg 4  0.77miles  Rachel  Kayaker Colin  
Leg 5  1.24miles  Dave  Kayaker Colin 
Leg 6  2.08miles  Rob  Kayaker Larry 
Leg 7  1.69miles  Caroline  Kayaker Larry 
Leg 8  1.46miles  Michaela  Kayaker Rob 
Leg 9  4.83miles  Rachel  Kayaker Colin 
Leg 10  0.91miles  Dave  Kayaker Rob 
Leg 11  0.98miles  Michaela  Kayaker Rob 
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We started our relay at 6am in Ardlui which meant for some a very early start at 4am to drive to 
the top of the Loch.  There were seven relay teams in total and they started between 3am and 
8am.  The water temperature was approx. 15 Deg.C. but it felt chillier with some colder spots, as 
you came down the lake and when the sun was shining it felt warmer and positively pleasant to 
be swimming in such beautiful surroundings. 

We came third out of seven in a time of 14 hours 52 minutes.   Well Done Team. 

Michaela Richard 
WDLDSC President 

Postal Swim 

For those who wish to sample the pleasures of outdoor swimming the British Long-Distance 
Swimming Association (BLDSA) web site www.bldsa.org.uk has information on next year’s events 
and the full results of the 2019 postal swim can be found there too. 

Mandy Reid 
Postal Swim Secretary 
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AGM Minutes 

62nd Annual General Meeting held at The Royal Hotel, Scarborough 
Sunday 10th March 2019 

1.  Presidential Address: The President, Philip Yorke, presented his report as on Page 2 of the 
Annual report. He added that, in the absence of a current President Elect, the 2019 swims will be 
attended by BLDSA Past Presidents and decisions will be taken by the Executive Committee. 

2. Apologies: Bryan Finlay, Greg Schofield, Janet Wilson, Andy Wright, Peter Larrad, 
Jacky Classen, Chris Carter, Mark Sheridan, Nikki Fraser and David Kershaw. 

In Memoriam: A minute’s silence was held, in memory of Percy Bull, Carl Walker, George Owen, 
John Earls, Monserrat Tresseras.

3. Minutes of the 61st AGM: Held on 11th March 2018, as published on Page 61 of the Annual 
Report were accepted as a true record 

Proposed Accepted: Graham Smith Seconded: Michelle Hardy  Voting: C/U 

4. Matters arising: There were no matters arising. 

5. Hon. Secretary’s report: Vince Classen; presented his report as it appears on page 2 of the 
annual Report. 

Proposed Accepted: Margaret Smith  Seconded: Liane Hickling  Voting: C/U 

Vince confirmed at the start of the meeting that some long standing members of the association 
have passed away, John Earls date of death is not known and Monserrat Tresserras in 
November. 

He also confirmed that several of the Past Presidents have volunteered to attend events for 
Presidential Duties and he will be asking for more volunteers before committing to the list. 

Vince will be bringing before the Executive Committee, several matters for discussion this year, 
including preparing a 5 and 10 year plan and the role of the Vice Presidents.  He has received 
queries as to why we wait until March of the following year to honour people at the Annual 
Awards for the previous season. 

A vote of thanks for all of Vince’s work was proposed by Margaret Smith and seconded by 
Graham Smith 

6. Hon. Treasurer’s report: Michelle Hardy: 

Overall 2018 made a surplus of £1624 which is an improvement from the small deficit last year 
£346 

Supplementary Swim Accounts: 
Final value (£6702.72) slightly down on last year’s (£7151.28) 
(This is interesting as we had one less swim (Distance Weekend) and Colwick Park made a loss 
due to the refunds given after the blue/green algae incident.) 

Revenue increased this year but increased expenses on swims: 
Boat costs - Kayakers costs - Venue hire - Officials expenses 
However - Memberships increased from £10953 to £13186 
Swim recognition income increased 
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Other expenses (operating costs) – slight increase from £24613 to £25154 

Bank balances: 
Yorkshire Bank £100368.74 
Lloyds £3171.42 
Lloyds £31294.40 

Swim secretaries need to submit their accounts much more promptly and stock needs more 
careful control (Insignia stock – Merchandise for swims etc). 

The Enoch Tarder Trophy collected £75 which will be donated to Unicef and the Raffle raised 
£170 which will be donated to the Niemann Pick charity, thanks to all who organised the two 
events.  Helen Beveridge gave a brief explanation of the Niemann Pick disease and charity and 
thanked the meeting for their generous donation. 

Proposed Accepted: Martyn Coates Seconded: Hazel Killingbeck  Voting: C/U 

Following the Treasurers report the President invited Martyn Coates who had organised the 
Enoch Tarder competition to present the award to the successful winner Margaret Smith. 

7. Hon. Membership Secretary’s report: Vince Classen presented his report as it appears on 
page 43 of the Annual Report. 

Proposed Accepted: Amanda Bell Seconded: Helen Beveridge  Voting: C/U 

Membership 2019 
So far this year; 
There are: 
237 “active” Members. 
179 Seniors, 60 are new this year. 
Of the Seniors, 108 are Veterans, 27 are new this year. 
Of the Veterans, 20 are Masters, 4 are new this year. 
2 Juniors, 1 is new this year. 

There are 5 Affiliate clubs.  Warrington Dolphins, iSwim Brighton, Liverpool Open Water 
Swimmers.  I have received but not yet processed forms from Chester Tri Club and Isle of Wight 
Marlins.  There is also one potential new club also from the South Coast with whom we are 
checking details with our insurers. 

There are 57 “Active” Life Members. 

Unfortunately, there is one Swim Secretary who has not re-joined for 2019.  Therefore, he cannot 
be accepted as a Swim Secretary, so will be removed from the list until such time as his 
intentions are known, I will discuss this with the Executive later this month when we meet. 

8. Hon. Safety Officer’s report: Richard Hardy, presented his report as printed on page 45 of 
the Annual Report. 

Proposed Accepted: Steve Smith Seconded: Margaret Smith  Voting C/U 
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There was a discussion regarding replacing one of the RIB’s for 2019 as a matter of urgency. 

Richard stated there was a major issue with the Fuel Tanks on the older RIB which, if found to 
non-repairable may mean the writing off, of the RIB.  So, he has been sourcing a replacement 
and the price will be circa £40,000.  From the floor; there were many comments of support for the 
work of the Safety Officer and team.  Two questions were posed, could we look to getting a grant 
or funding from other sources such as the National Lottery?  Could lend/lease be looked at?  
Richard replied all funding sources and alternatives will be, or have been looked at, however, as 
this is an urgent matter it will mean at this point using BLDSA funds and perhaps having the RIBs 
as part of the Hon. Gen. Sec’s. 5/10 year planning strategy. 

Philip Yorke proposed that the Executive Committee purchase a new boat on behalf of the AGM if 
required.  Seconded by Graham Smith.  All in favour. 

An amendment was tabled by R Orgill that the AGM gives delegated responsibility and approval 
to the Executive to purchase a new boat to the value of £40,000.00 and to dispose of the old 
boat.  This was seconded by Martyn Coates and was accepted by the meeting with 1 abstention. 

Richard continued with the earlier comment from the Membership Secretary referring to the 
insurance issue and the potential new club.  He is still awaiting a comprehensive reply from our 
insurers but it would appear if any club were to submit a major claim it would be reflected in the 
large “no claims” discount we receive when renewing.  There followed a discussion in which it 
was asked from the floor: Why do we only charge £125 for affiliate clubs and would this be 
sufficient to cover and loss of “no-claims”?  Should we have a sliding cost to affiliate clubs 
dependant on their requirements and the number of times they “use” the insurance, ie number of 
events, number of members, income from events to the BLDSA for day members?  A comment 
was heard should we still be offering Affiliation?  The whole subject needs looking at in depth.  
Richard replied to all comments positively and said he would be reviewing the whole matter and 
taking his findings to the Executive Committee for decisions. 

9. Hon. Safeguarding Officer’s report: Annie Stafford presented her report as printed on page 
47 of the Annual  
Report. 

Proposed Accepted: Martyn Coates Seconded: Hazel Killingbeck  Voting: C/U 

10. Hon. Trophy Secretary’s report: Jacky Classen presented her report as printed on page 49 
of the Annual Report. 

Proposed Accepted: Philip Yorke Seconded: Margaret Smith  Voting: C/U 

Jacky sent in an update as follows: 

My apologies for my absence from the meeting today. 
Progress since my Annual Report: 
1.  I have retrieved the Historic trophies from Jo Blackburn and am currently photographing and 
cataloguing them. 
2. Earlier this year we sent out a survey to members to decide on the way forward on the 
presentation of Trophies at Championships, which closed on 1st March.  53 out of 364 members 
responded and the results were 18 to keep awarding them and 35 to stop giving them. 
Therefore, at future Championships, trophies will not be given but instead the winners will receive 
keepsakes to be decided by the Championship Secretaries with the guidance of the Executive 
Committee. 
Following this update, there were several points and questions raised from the floor. 
Steve Smith: Could the trophies auctioned off rather than scrap them? 
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In a reply from the Hon. Gen. Sec.: There has been no decision about scrapping the trophies or 
selling them or disposing of them in any way.  A permanent display area is being sought, this 
possibly in the Lancaster, Morecambe Bay, or Lake District areas.  Morecambe is being 
considered as many of the more valuable trophies date from when there was an active 
Morecambe Bay swimming group.  The trophies were donated to the BLDSA on the closing of the 
group and the BLDSA has taken on the care, control and insuring of them, the insurance for 
these in particular is quite high as several of the trophies have been highly valued during a recent 
valuation for insurance purposes exercise. 
Simon Wallis: The trophies should possibly have been valued by a Sports Specialist valuer. 
In reply again the Hon. Gen. Sec. explained how the valuation was carried out and by whom and 
the meeting was satisfied this had been undertaken appropriately. 
Richard Hardy: (in reply to Steve Smith) That sounds great but who would organise it and, in all 
honesty, if we can only get this amount of the membership to turn up for the AGM who would 
attend? 
Liane Hickling commented: If we do decide to sell them off, we could approach previous winners. 
Avril Mitchell suggested that Crystal Palace have many swimming trophies and memorabilia on 
display and they may take them to display. 

The Hon. Gen. Sec. stated that Jacky is very concerned about the state some trophies (and/or 
boxes) which are being returned either damaged, incorrectly engraved, or obviously not cared for 
in a manner becoming for our prestigious awards.  As an example, the Hans Belay Trophy has 
been returned for the AGM and the “Rose” has snapped off, the Relay trophy was incorrectly 
engraved on the cup instead of the base 2 years ago, then the next winners did exactly the same, 
also the base and cup have become separated.  So, the cup will have to be re-silvered, re-
engraved and repaired and the names engraved on the base collar. 
Helen Beveridge commented that anyone allowing damage to the trophies or boxes should be 
charged for the repairs, in accordance with the Trophy receipt paperwork. 
Steve Price volunteered his Engineering Company would repair the Hans Belay trophy as they 
had carried out a repair many years ago and have the expertise to do so. That was gratefully 
accepted.

A vote of thanks was proposed by Liane Hickling for all of Jacky’s hard work as Trophy Secretary 
(as well as Vince and Margaret) and getting the trophies and keepsakes prepared for the Annual 
Dinner. 

11. Hon. Recorder’s report: Vince Classen presented the report as written on page 43 of the 
Annual Report 

Proposed Accepted: Chris Hickling Seconded: Steve Smith  Voting: C/U 

2019: I have received some enquiries about ratifications from people, some of which will have to 
be taken to the executive as they are not standard attempts.  I also get a lot of enquires which, to 
be honest, the answers are on the website.  I know the people enquiring are using the website as 
they use the contact system on the website to ask the questions. 

12. Hon. Rescue Boat Co-ordinator’s report: Chris Hickling presented his report as printed on 
page 46 of the Annual Report. 

Proposed Accepted: Martyn Coates Seconded: Caroline Lewis  Voting: C/U 

There was a lot of discussion about qualifications for Rescue Boat Crews and the possibility of a 
Training weekend in 2019.  Chris replied there will be a familiarisation weekend for all available 
crew members prior to the Opening of the season.  It was also stated that the Crews and the RIB 
towing drivers need more information prior to events from Swim Secretaries.  This information 
should include the time the RIB’s are expected to be on the water or timing issues with access to 
gates, slip ways, facilities etc.  They also need to know times of the races starting, this is 



Page 60 

particularly important with all the Champion of Champion events as some events have seen the 
crews unable to leave the water for comfort breaks, food & drinks.  Then the approximate 
finishing time for all events as once the event is over the work for the crews is not over.  It may 
take quite a lot of time for the RIB to return to the launch site, then be taken off the water and 
prepped ready to tow away. 

13. Hon. Publicity Officer’s report: Vince Classen presented the report as printed on page 44 of 
the Annual Report. 

Proposed Accepted: Margaret Smith Seconded: Sue Coates  Voting: C/U 

14. Hon. Dinner Secretary’s report: Jane Bell presented her report as printed on page 47 of the 
Annual Report. 

Proposed Accepted:   Seconded: Hazel Killingbeck  Voting: C/U 

Jane Bell told the meeting that she had been exploring possible locations in the Lakes for the 
2020 Dinner.  She thought that it would be worth looking further north in the Lakes rather than the 
Windermere area but was open to suggestions.  As there had been no proposal for the 2020 
Annual Dinner and AGM, Margaret Smith submitted the following: 

Possible dinner location in 2020 for BLDSA – Humber Royal Hotel, Grimsby.  2/3 mile from 
Motorway and Train station.  Double, twin & family rooms bed & full English - £73.50 per night 
(Family add breakfast cost for youngsters).  Single - £63.  Dinner menus range £19.95 - £30.95.  
Room hire for AGM £200.  Parking for 100+.  Hotel fully accessible.  Other accommodation fairly 
locally – Premier Inn/Travel Lodge plus independent hotels, B&B’s within 5 mile radius. 

Graham Smith made a Point of Order that the Annual Dinner for the following year should be 
agreed at the AGM. 

Proposed Accepted: Graham Smith Seconded: Avril Mitchell Voting: Carried with 2 
abstentions.

Jane Bell thanked Margaret for this information and she would contact the venue. 

Steve Smith commented as the Lakes are felt by many to be our “Home” could the 2021 Dinner & 
AGM return there as historically more seem to attend there than anywhere else.  This was 
accepted by the meeting in general and subsequent comments and Jane said she and her Dinner 
Committee would look into locating a venue. 

Margaret Smith proposed a vote of thanks to Jane and her Dinner Committee for the previous 
evening’s Dinner and this was seconded by Philip Yorke and C/U. 

15. Hon. Insignia Secretary’s report: Jane Bell submitted her report as presented on page 47 of 
the Annual Report. 

Proposed Accepted: Philip Yorke Seconded: Steve Smith  Voting: C/U 

Jane added that she has not received many postal applications for stock.  In season, she is not at 
home very much and this can cause delays in replying to postal applications.  While she is still 
Insignia Secretary, she would like to organise an online shop and she would like to keep the 
personalisation available on BLDSA clothing.  The current supplier has quality issues so she may 
change to a different supplier.  However, she would like to negotiate a deal where the BLDSA 
gets a proportion of the value of the item of clothing. 
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16. Championship reports:  
16a. Colwick Park: Patrick Smith, submitted his report on page 3 of the Annual Report. 
Amanda Bell Secretary for 2019 stated she is having problems contacting anyone from Colwick 
Park but will persist. 
16b. Wykeham: Erin Hope submitted her report as presented on page 5 of the Annual Report. 
16c. Champion of Champions (South): Mark Sheridan, submitted his report on page 8 of the 
Annual Report. 
16d. Champion of Champions (North): Amanda Bell, submitted her report on page 13 of the 
Annual Report. 
16e. Torbay: Andre Roberts, No report submitted. 
This was commented on that it is very disappointing no report had been submitted. 
16f. Llyn Tegid: Philip Yorke submitted his report as presented on page 16 of the Annual Report. 
16g. Coniston Veterans: Patrick Smith submitted his report as presented on Page 19 of the 
Annual Report. 
16h. Coniston Seniors: Patrick Smith submitted his report on Page 20 of the Annual Report. 
16i. Ullswater: Francis Zielinski submitted the Annual Report as presented on page 21 of the 
Annual Report. 
16j. Derwentwater: Annie Stafford submitted her report on page 22 of the Annual Report. 
16k. Loch Lomond: Janet Wilson submitted her report on page 24 of the Annual Report. 
16l. Windermere: Chris Malpass, NO report submitted. 
This was commented on that again it is very disappointing no report had been submitted 
especially as there had been a record set but not publicised.  It must not be allowed to happen 
again.
16m. St Mary’s Loch: Janet Wilson submitted her report as presented on page 27 of the Annual 
Report. 
16n. Lynn Regis: Jane Bell submitted his report as presented on page 36 of the Annual Report. 
Jane Bell commented that there were no records on the Website, could this be looked into.  
There was a discussion about records at Lynn Regis in general with a lot of input from previous 
Swim Sec’s Steve Smith and Avril Mitchell.  Vince Classen mentioned the poor standard of the 
format of the results, which hopefully will be resolved this year. 
16o. Two Way Windermere: Mark Sheridan submitted his report on page 28 of the Annual 
Report. 
16p. Postal Swim: Warrington Dolphins submitted a report on page 59 of the Annual Report. 
Once again, the BLDSA thank Warrington Dolphins especially Mandy Reid for their hard work on 
the Postal swim over the years. 
16q. Grand Prix: Vince Classen gave a report of the situation regarding the 2018 Grand Prix. 

I have to start with some apologies.  Due to some oversights on my behalf and the results being 
received in multi formats, Word, Spreadsheets, scribbled on a piece of paper or simply 
photographed from the time sheets on the day, I got some of the Grand Prix results wrong. 

The first, the Junior Male I had not added in one set of results so in the Annual Report Kieran 
Williams was the winner, but, Thomas Reynoldson took part in the Wykeham 2 mile and by virtue 
of that as the only male received 10 points for winning and 2 miles distance points which means 
he won the Grand Prix by 0.15 of a mile. 

The second by not adding in all the Ladies Veterans result correctly, in the Annual Report Jean 
Wilkin-Oxley was the winner, when it should have been Annie Stafford.  This was corrected prior 
to the Annual Awards Presentations last night and Annie received the award. 

It was reported to me last night at the dinner I had also missed some results for Madeleine 
Adams, these did not affect the outcome just the end points. 
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I have asked the Executive if the Grand Prix for Juniors, Seniors and Veterans can now be in a 
similar format to the Master’s, where all events count towards the award.  This has been 
accepted and will be in place for the 2019 season, however, it does need a couple of minor 
tweaks. 

Hopefully I will getting some additional support this year from Adrian Rotchell who has, this year, 
assisted at some swims with his Spreadsheet skills enabling event results to be produced much 
quicker than in the past.  So, a suggestion for the 2020 season there will be an additional non-
committee role of Assistant Recorder (Grand Prix) and Adrian hopefully will fill that role. 

David Randall commented on the 2 Way Windermere Event for 2019 and he is looking for rowers 
for the event and if anyone wishes to volunteer, they will be gratefully received. 

17. Special Awards: The Executive Committee awarded Life Membership to Graham McIntyre 
for services to the BLDSA – a certificate will be presented to Graham by the outgoing President at 
a later date. 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

The recipients for the Association’s Annual Trophies at the dinner, (not all were in attendance): 
The James Brennan Trophy – Vince Classen 
The Harry Moffatt Memorial Trophy – Richard Hardy 
Hans Belay Trophy – Helen Beveridge 
Fred Slater Trophy – Andrew Wells 
Tom Butcher Trophy – Madeleine Adams 
Elise Brook Encouragement & Perseverance Trophy – NOT AWARDED 
The Breaststroke Trophy – Ellie Knight 
The Avril & Alan Mitchell Trophy – Justin Palfrey 
The William Keating Trophy – Helen Betley 
The Captain Webb Centenary Relay Trophy – Aspire Plesiosaurs 
Ladies Masters, Brierley Law Cup – Jean Wilkin-Oxley 
Gent’s Masters, Willy van Rysel IMSHOF Trophy – David Randall 
Male Dinner Swimmer – Mark Sheridan 
Female Dinner Swimmer – Michelle Hardy 
Enoch Tarder – Margaret Smith 

18. Long Service Awards: nil for 2018. 

19. Alterations to Constitutional Rules:

Proposed Accepted: Graham Smith Seconded: Chris Hickling  Voting C/U 

20. Subscriptions:

Annual Membership Fee - No changes for 2019 
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21. Appointment of 2 tellers:

22. Installation of President and President Elect: President Philip asked Amanda Bell to move 
to the Top Table and he presented her with the President Elect Collar of Office.  Margaret Smith 
was asked to present the outgoing President Philip Yorke with his Past President’s Badge.  Philp 
remained in the chair to complete the meeting. 

23. Elections 

23a. Election of Officers:  The election of Officers took place, all Officers had been checked as 
volunteering, they were correctly proposed and seconded and appeared on the Nomination Form. 

President Elect – Amanda Bell 
Hon General Secretary – Vince Classen 
Hon Treasurer – Michelle Hardy 
Hon. Minutes Secretary – Caroline Lewis 
Hon Publicity Officer – Hazel Killingbeck 
Hon Safety Officer - Richard Hardy 
Hon Recorder – No nominee (Hon Gen Sec to act until a volunteer is found.) 
Hon. Trophy Secretary – Jacky Classen 
Hon Membership Secretary – Vince Classen 
Hon Safeguarding Officer – Annie Stafford 
Hon Rescue Boat Co-ordinator – Chris Hickling 
It was agreed to take the above positions en-bloc 

Proposed Accepted: Graham Smith  Seconded: Chris Hickling Voting C/U 

23b. Election of Executive Committee: all nominees had been checked as volunteering, had been 
correctly proposed and seconded and appeared on the Nomination Form.  A Pen picture had 
been provided by Erin Hope as a new nominee as per rule. 

Returning Members elected unanimously. 
Margaret Smith 
Janet Wilson 
Francis Zielinski 
Steve Price 
Liane Hickling 

23c. Past Presidents: Past Presidents Philip Yorke and Mark Sheridan will serve on the Executive 
committee as per rule. 

23d. Championship Honorary Secretaries for election: 
Colwick Park – Amanda Bell 
Wykeham – Erin Hope 
Champion of Champions (South) – Mark Sheridan 
Champion of Champions (North) – Amanda Bell 
Torbay – Steve Price 
Llyn Tegid (Bala) – Philip Yorke 
Coniston Veterans – Francis Zielinski 
Coniston Senior/Junior – Francis Zielinski 
Champion of Champion (Wales) – Liane Hickling 
Windermere 2 way – David Randall 
Ullswater – Annie Stafford 2019 only 
Derwentwater – Annie Stafford 
Loch Lomond – Janet Wilson 
Loch Lomond Relay – Janet Wilson 
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Windermere – Chris Malpass (Not currently a member for 2019) 
St Mary’s Loch – Janet Wilson 
Lynn Regis – Jane Bell 
Postal Swim – Warrington Dolphins 
Grand Prix – Vince Classen 
Distance Weekend – Mark Sheridan 

Proposed Accepted: Vince Classen Seconded: Steve Smith  Voting: C/U 

24. Election of Honorary Vice Presidents: no nominations were proposed by the Executive 
committee.

25. Venue of Annual Dinner & AGM 2020: Jane Bell 
This had been covered in item 14 above. 

There being no other competent business, the President closed the meeting. 

The above minutes will be subject to ratification at the next Annual General Meeting and 
are subject to prior amendment. 

Attendees: President Philip Yorke, Vince Classen, Andrew Wells, Graham Smith, Steve Price, 
Annie Stafford, Simon Wallis, Helen Beveridge, Caroline Lewis, Hazel Killingbeck, Louise Orgill, 
Robert Orgill, David Randall, Avril Mitchell, Michelle Hardy, Richard Hardy, Margaret Smith, 
Stephen Smith, Chris Hickling, Amanda Bell, Erin Hope, Liane Hickling, Martyn Coates, 
Sue Coates.  (24) 

Non-voting attendees: Helen Price (1) 


