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President’s Report 
 
It has been an absolute pleasure this year to attend many of the swims on the BLDSA calendar 
after having to cancel last year’s swims due to Covid.  It was lovely to see the swims underway 
and volunteers and swimmers gathering once again. 
 
It is always fantastic to be involved in the swims either as a swimmer or a volunteer and I enjoyed 
this year’s even more as we had not had the opportunity to be together for such a long time.  
Each swim provided me with particular highlights but none more than turning up a day early for 
the Loch Lomond swim and peering through the window of the accommodation to try and catch 
the attention of fellow officials.  Shame they all arrived at the stated time and weren’t there to 
welcome me a day early.  The volunteers on land for this swim also endured several road 
closures which made support for the day a tad more difficult…but smile and continue they did. 
 
As always, these swims wouldn’t go ahead if it wasn’t for the volunteers who give up their time to 
organise and support the swims with the added pressure this year of whether swims would go 
ahead and how different they might be in light of the ever changing Covid restrictions.  Thank you 
to all swim secs, the safety team, first aiders and all volunteers who gave up their time freely and 
always with a great deal of humour on the day.  I am still very proud to be able to support these 
events knowing that the safety of these swims is superb both on and off the water.  Much time 
goes into the risk assessments, on water safety and placing of officials in key roles to ensure the 
day runs as smoothly as possible.  The safety team get a special mention as they spend many 
more hours before and after swims setting up and packing away. 
 
Congratulations to all our swimmers in this year’s events who were very accommodating with 
changes we needed to put into place.  It was great to see so many familiar faces along with some 
new members. 
 
As I pass on the Presidential chain, I look forward to next year where I will be back to swimming 
one or two of the events as well as continuing to volunteer and support others.  Take care all and 
see you at the AGM and at next year’s swims. 
 
Amanda Bell 
President 
 
Hon General Secretary Report 
 
This year has been challenging, we all now know what happened with Covid-19 and lockdowns, 
travel bans, mask wearing and social distancing to name some parts we had to deal with, which 
in turn eventually stopped us holding some of the scheduled events. 
 
Despite the reduction in the number of events, lots of administrative work has been carried out.  
Some events were moved, notably Colwick Park from the first event of the season scheduled for 
the 16th of May, to become the last event, after a short stop on the 25th of September, then it was 
off to come to rest on the 2nd of October where it finally turned out to be enjoyed by all the 
swimmers that finally made it into the water. 
 
Unfortunately, we still had to cancel several events for 2021, Wykeham, The Champion of 
Champions Wales (Holyhead Harbour) and all the events at Bala. 
 
The Safety Team under the guidance of Richard Hardy & Chris Hickling worked incredibly hard 
trying to get things organised for the events which we still ran. 
 
Dover Harbour as the first event of 2021 was held in the shadow of Covid and was a steep 
learning curve for everyone involved.  Great to see Leslie Du Cane back in command as Swim 
Secretary, a return after a few years out.  I was pleased to see the event finally put to bed after an 
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incredible 510 emails in and out of my account, some of them being to multiple addressees so 
circa 600 emails in total.  However, it turned out to be a fantastic day with even the weather gods 
smiling down on us.  There were some minor issues which were ironed out in time for the second 
event Torbay. 
 
Torbay was the second event and was well run and thoroughly enjoyed by those who took part.  
Email count down to a meagre 250 and a great watch on the Webcam positioned on a nearby 
hotel.  Congratulations to Steve and Helen Price and team. 
 
Coniston weekend, matters were beginning to ease on the Covid front and appropriate 
presentations took part.  A well done to Michelle and the team. 
 
Next came Ullswater, Derwentwater and when combined the Northern Lakes Challenge, 
congratulations to Debbie and Annie for organising it all, and of course not forgetting the support 
teams. 
 
Loch Lomond was rescheduled to a single all day event for the first time, not the usual overnight 
swim.  Congratulations to Janet et al.  I have no doubt swimmers will be champing at the bit for 
2023 to come around for the next Lomond event. 
 
Windermere what can be said, a great job by Chris Malpass and his team.  Quite challenging on 
an administrative front trying to keep up with people rolling over from the previous year with new 
ones joining and some having to withdraw.  There were times when every slot for both the 
Members and Open events were filled and we had a waiting list, but once again Covid, a lack of 
training time, personal and health issues took their toll and numbers fell back. 
 
St Mary’s Loch, down on numbers but high on enjoyment if all the comments are as read.  
Another round of applause for Janet and her band of helpers. 
 
Colwick Park was mentioned earlier but why not a second mention, well done to Kevin Welsh and 
his team. 
 
I apologise if I have missed anyone out with my thanks, to be honest without the entire 
Administrative team pulling together, we would not have made it through the year, a special 
thanks to all who increased their efforts.  Good luck for 2022 to those who are re-standing for a 
position either on the Executive or as a Swim Secretary or in some cases, both.  To those who 
are stepping back, good luck in your next challenge or in your retirement from Administration. 
 
V Classen 
Hon. General Secretary 
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Championship Reports 
 
Distance Weekend 
This event was not held in 2021. 
 
Colwick Park 
2nd October 2021 
 
As soon as Colwick 2021 was put back from the initial date of 17th May we seemed to be beset 
with obstacles.  Since last time we were there the park has made changes.  Some, like restricting 
vehicle access to the watersport car park, as it turned out were not so onerous.  Moving the date 
to the 2nd October caused more trouble with a third of entrants dropping out.  In the end we had 
a total of 16 brave autumnal swimmers.  To all those who didn’t come for whatever reason, I hope 
to ensure the equivalent event in 2022 takes place in blooming spring with no delays or 
postponements.  There is a lot going on in the park across the year and the swimmers would 
have noticed a well-attended park run trotting past the jetty.  The week previous there had been 
‘Detonate’ festival and although the park authorities had been initially concerned to stage our little 
swim, in the end none of these problems proved insurmountable.  For that I have to thank the 
park manager James Tilford. 
 
Congratulations and well done to everybody who took part this year.  Everyone is a star and I 
hope each and everyone got what they wanted out of the event whether it’s just an end of season 
swim or the start of your ice mile training.  There were four seasoned adult female free-stylers in 
the 5k and no one was surprised to see Nikki Fraser come home first in a time of 1:23:43.  
Making a game fist of it in the chasing pack were Wendy Figures, Jane Mulderigg and 
Angela Wood.  Nikki was a minute in front of Stephen Smith (1:24:42),the second placed male 
free-styler, both comfortably beaten by rapid local lad, and no relation Paul Smith in a time of 
1:21:30.  Andrew Wells finished in a respectable 1:53:33. 
 
The remaining categories were all in essence personal challenges against the clock and the 
course.  Apart that is from the Wiltshire based Kearleys father vs daughter dual; although in 
different categories of the 3k, Ella goes home with the laurels having finished, got robed and 
clothed, a good 3 minutes before the old man.  Two old friends Louise Orgill and Peter Ingham 
completed the ladies 3k and men’s 2k, as we all knew they would.  With two new friends, 
Lindsey Grady (1:52:09) and Bethany Thompson (59:16) completing the 5k and 2k in non-
traditional attire. 
 
Without devaluing any swimmers achievements on the day for me, there were three standout 
swims that deserve special mention.  And each of which, I must add, had to undertake something 
of a journey just to get to Colwick in the first place.  Firstly coming fourth in the adult male 
category in a time of 1:54:18 doing a stylish butterfly throughout, Andrew Allum.  Next,in the 3k 
non-traditional in a time of 1:05:00, the impressive and inspirational Sophie Etheridge.  Finally, 
with youth on her side junior girls winner and first overall - that's first girl, first female, first male, in 
a time of 1:20:26 smashing the junior course record - the remarkable Holly Rotchell. 
 
A big well done to all the swimmers and an even bigger hand for all the volunteers and helpers.  
Firstly to Richard and David in the rib without whom the event could not take place.  To Rob Orgill 
and Ella Haycock on safety cover.  To Michelle whose input and support was invaluable.  Old 
BLDSA. stalwarts Peter, Amanda and Helen who added some experience and stability to the 
team, and to the Deventio Excel swim mums and sons contributing energy and enthusiasm on 
the water and on the jetty.  In the words of Dora the Explorer - ‘We did it!’ 
 
Kevin Welsh 
Swim Secretary 
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2k Non Traditional Costume 1st Bethany 
Thompson

00:59:16 f/s 

2k Mens 1st Peter Ingham 01:08:13 f/s 

3k Non Traditional Costume 1st Sophie Etheridge 01:05:00 f/s 

3k Junior Girls 1st Ella Kearley 01:07:33 f/s 

3k Ladies 1st Louise Orgill 01:16:14 f/s 

3k Mens 1st Paul Kearley 01:10:33 f/s 

5k Junior Girls 1st Holly Rotchell 01:20:26 f/s 

5k Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser 01:23:43 f/s 

5k Ladies 2nd Wendy Figures 01:39:15 f/s 

5k Ladies 3rd Jane Mulderigg 01:43:17 f/s 

5k Ladies 4th Angela Wood 01:54:30 f/s 

5k Non Traditional Costume 1st Lindsey Grady 01:52:09 f/s 

5k Mens 1st Paul Smith 01:21:30 f/s 

5k Mens 2nd Stephen Smith 01:24:42 f/s 

5k Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 01:53:33 f/s 

5k Mens 4th Andrew Allum 01:54:18 Butterfly 

 
Wykeham Lakes Swims 
 
This event was not held in 2021. 
 
Champion of Champions (South) 
26th June 2021 
 
No report submitted 
 
Leslie du Cane 
Swim Secretary 
 
Full Championship Results 
 
Senior Mens 1st James Leitch 03:39:18 f/s 

Senior Mens 2nd Andrew Allum 04:01:09 f/s 

Senior Mens 3rd Miles Worling 04:24:37 f/s 

Senior Mens 4th Craig Murray 04:34:37 f/s 

Senior Mens 5th Steven Riches 04:46:04 f/s 

Senior Mens 6th Steve Henigan 04:56:41 f/s 

Senior Mens 7th Robert Waterhouse 05:14:02 f/s 

Senior Mens 8th Ian Humphreys 05:20:38 f/s 
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Senior Mens 9th Scott Rodger 05:27:45 f/s 

Senior Mens 10th William Smith 05:29:29 f/s 

Senior Mens 11th Kevin McCalden 05:34:20 f/s 

Senior Mens 12th Jon Southey 05:39:34 f/s 

Senior Mens 13th Andrew Wells 06:00:52 f/s 

Senior Mens DNF Riccardo Iacono DNF f/s 

Senior Mens DNF Julian Halcox DNF f/s 

Senior Mens DNF Stephen Maloney DNF f/s 

Senior Mens DNF Steve Smith DNF f/s 

Senior Ladies 1st Georgina Quayle 04:10:30 f/s 

Senior Ladies 2nd Julie Hacket 04:22:59 f/s 

Senior Ladies 3rd Melanie Holland 04:37:21 f/s 

Senior Ladies 4th Emma Smith 05:02:41 f/s 

Senior Ladies 5th Sarah Liles 05:13:04 f/s 

Senior Ladies 6th Amelia Beaver 05:26:40 f/s 

Senior Ladies 7th Liz Hourican 05:32:19 f/s 

Senior Ladies 8th Lucy Ashdown-Parkes 05:39:34 f/s 

Senior Ladies 9th Corinna Bridges 05:54:25 f/s 

Senior Ladies 10th Jane Bell 06:40:16 f/s 

Senior Ladies DNF Lindi Mitchell DNF f/s 

Senior Ladies DNF Michelle Hardy DNF f/s 

 
Champion of Champions (North) 
 
This event was not held in 2021. 
 
Torbay 
10th July 2021 
 
This is the second time Helen and I have run this event, it still feels strange not to be swimming 
as I have swum it for many years.  This time we were much better organised than our first year as 
we had the feedback and experiences to fall back on from the 2019 swim. 
 
It takes a great deal of work to run this swim in trying to pull together all the pieces of the puzzle 
to keep everyone safe out on the water and off the water and at the same time enjoying 
ourselves. 
 
This year was particularly difficult due to the Covid restrictions and we would like to thank all of 
the participants, kayakers and our wonderful team for helping to keep everybody distanced and 
safe. 
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We are always very keen for the Torbay swim to continue within the BLDSA calendar as this is 
our premium sea swim that represents a tough challenge and is a wonderful stepping stone for 
solo cross channel swimmers. 
 
We are very grateful to Simon Pinder and his team at the Torbay and Paignton Harbour Masters 
office. 
 
This year the swim took place back on its original course from Meadfoot Beach to Fishcombe 
Cove and back. 
 
We have booked the swim for next year which is Saturday 9th July 2022 with the Harbour Master 
Office and look forward to seeing some returning competitors and hopefully some new faces. 
 
Day of the Swim:-  
 
We were not so fortunate this year with the weather as we had very heavy rain during the 
morning which hampered our setting up of our marquee and our BLDSA signs to create a flow of 
competitors through the signing in and registration process.  Fortunately the weather did improve 
in the afternoon and the wind speeds stayed relatively low making for a calm(ish) swim. 
 
We took on board many of the constructive comments from our first year and these were 
implemented with much success and we are always striving to improve upon the event.  We 
noticed a few areas where further improvements could be made and these will be put into place 
next year. 
 
The Swim:-  
 
Each competitor was marked with their number on the hand and shoulder and this corresponded 
to the numbered tabard worn by the kayaker.  We had 28 swimmers on the day taking part.  The 
water temperature was 14 to 15 degrees which was slightly colder than previous years and many 
of the competitors commented on this but the vast majority competed well despite the cooler 
temperatures.  There were reports of a few jelly fish in the Bay but not as bad as previous years.  
Within the Race we had channel swimmers and also people that were doing the Torbay swim for 
the first time which was a big step up in distance and everybody competed very well.  It is often 
said that although technically it is a Race this event is firmly about individual achievement and 
completing the course. 
 
A big Thank you to all of our Kayakers who were very helpful and very professional, we really 
appreciate their efforts and support as they are an integral part of this event. 
 
This year we had an additional vessel on the water which was a fast RIB which came from a 
volunteer organisation called Northern Exposure.  We found them to be very professional and 
they slotted in very well with the BLDSA vessels and it goes without saying that our BLDSA crews 
were as professional as ever. 
 
Many thanks to Janet and Philip on the First Aid as this year they were needed due to the cold 
temperatures of the water. 
 
We made a big effort this year with the Public Address system with announcing to the general 
public on the beach what was happening and attempted to give some good information about 
each competitor as they approached the finish and this seemed to enhance the applause and 
recognition of the individuals achievement, this coupled with our banners we felt that the BLDSA 
had a much stronger presence on the beach.  This was confirmed by members of the public 
coming up to our control marquee and asking questions and complimenting us on such an 
interesting event. 
 



Page 8 

We would particularly like to thank everyone on the day that helped make this a success, Brenda 
and Steven Sweet on the turn buoy, Dawn Wilson as our Timekeeper, Janet Wilson and 
Philip Yorke on First Aid and the occasional Covid Marshalling, our Safety Crews for their 
ongoing professionalism but most of all thank you to the competitors for making the event fun and 
enjoyable. 
 
We are an organisation run by Volunteers and the BLDSA is a not for profit organisation with the 
aim of promoting open water swimming. 
 
An extra special mention to Richard and Michelle Hardy for helping out with various questions 
that occurred during the process but in particular Richard who broke his leg a few days before the 
event so could not participate in one of the rescue boats but did a fantastic job on the radio as a 
“One legged Race Controller”. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone on the 9th of July 2022 for a bigger and better swim.  We 
believe next year is the 60th time that the swim has taken place. 
 
Steve & Helen Price 
Swim Secretary 
 
8 miles Ladies 1st Sarah Liles 04:37:22 f/s 

8 miles Ladies 2nd Donna Nicholas 05:04:20 f/s 

8 miles Ladies 3rd Angela Wood 05:28:37 f/s 

8 miles Ladies 4th Helen Gilburt 05:49:44 f/s 

8 miles Ladies 5th Hannah Leitzau 06:02:30 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Ladies 1st Sarah Liles 02:18:08 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Ladies 2nd Helen Gilburt 02:41:12 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Ladies 3rd Hannah Leitzau 02:56:10 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Ladies 4th Barbara Mears 03:31:10 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Ladies   Michelle Hardy DNF   

4 miles Senior Ladies   Emma Smith 02:27:00 f/s 

8 miles Non Members   Laura Hardy 04:05:07 f/s 

8 miles Non Members   Ben Reardon 04:40:17 f/s 

8 miles Mens 1st Guy Moar 03:49:23 f/s 

8 miles Mens 2nd Miles Worling 03:54:52 f/s 

8 miles Mens 3rd Gary Brickley 04:06:11 f/s 

8 miles Mens 4th Craig Murray 04:08:21 f/s 

8 miles Mens 5th Mark Kennealy 04:54:21 f/s 

8 miles Mens 6th William Smith 04:59:32 f/s 

8 miles Mens 7th Scott Rodger 05:04:40 f/s 

8 miles Mens 8th Alex White 05:07:12 f/s 
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8 miles Mens 9th Stephen O'Brien 05:10:06 f/s 

8 miles Mens 10th Andrew Wells 05:13:10 f/s 

8 miles Mens 11th Robert Waterhouse 05:13:16 f/s 

8 miles Mens 12th Hein Behrens 05:56:21 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 1st Guy Moar 01:56:05 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 2nd Gary Brickley 01:57:25 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 3rd David Randall 02:20:05 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 4th Thomas Enright 02:25:02 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 5th Scott Rodger 02:25:02 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 6th Stephen O'Brien 02:29:10 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 7th Hein Behrens 02:37:17 f/s 

4 miles Veteran Mens 8th Clive Woodcock 03:04:15 f/s 

4 miles Senior Mens   Nik Haynes 02:09:12 f/s 

4 miles Senior Mens   Carlton Chislett 02:29:20 f/s 

4 miles Senior Mens   Jaspar Joseph-Lester 02:44:10 f/s 

 

  
 
 
Llyn Tegid (Bala) 
 
This event was not held in 2021. 
 
Coniston Full Length Course 
24th July 2021 
 
This was the year of “Firsts” - I was very nervous about organising my first event, I held my first 
Zoom meetings, I arranged kayakers for this event for the first time and I was able to offer parking 
at the Water Park Lakeland Adventure Centre.  We also flipped the 2 swims over to try to ensure 
that the volunteers had a shorter day on Day 2 after the Short Course event and could head for 
home at a reasonable time.  All of these things helped to make the day not only successful but 
also really rewarding and enjoyable for everyone. 
 
The main safety briefing was held prior to the event and was very well attended by both 
swimmers and kayakers.  Everyone had the opportunity to ask questions and to virtually “meet” 
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each other before the day.  Alex Sedman gave some very positive information about swimming 
with the BLDSA rather than with Commercial Competitors and I really appreciated that.  Following 
the meeting a full briefing pack was sent to each of the competitors and all information that we 
would normally gather on the day was received beforehand.  Therefore on the day, registration 
was very brief and then only the main safety points needed to be reinforced before the race 
started promptly.  We had 16 swimmers start the event and we had 16 finishers so you really 
can’t ask for more than that! 
 
There were a few new faces this year – particularly in the men’s event.  They had appeared at 
swims earlier in the season and it was nice to have another catch up and see them continuing to 
swim with BLDSA during the year.  Jaspar swam the 4 miles at Torbay and only entered Coniston 
after completing that event.  Craig, Will and Andrew were also at Torbay as well as Dover for 
Champion of Champions.  Craig came in First Place for the Men’s full length swim – he is 
currently waiting for his slot for the English Channel and I wish him the best of luck for that.  
Nikki Fraser came in First Place in the Ladies event. Small keepsakes were awarded to the first 
and second placed freestyle swimmers and for the first placed breaststroke swimmer.  
Jane Sedman came in first for this. 
 
Certificates, badges and hats were given to all swimmers after they had left the water rather than 
during our usual presentation.  Everyone was relaxed in the glorious sunshine and those that 
wanted to linger and socialise a little did so. 
 
We had 2 notable swims on the Saturday.  This was Dev Gurung’s longest swim to date and was 
a great achievement for him.  He was awarded with a Coniston Slate Coaster for his efforts and 
he paid tribute to his kayaker for helping him to persevere and finish the swim.  Claire Dummer 
swam breaststroke for 5 hours, 27 minutes and 7 seconds and was given a special achievement 
award for her efforts.  It was a very emotional swim for her and her hard work and that of her 
kayaker really paid off. 
 
I have to thank all the kayakers for their support on the water but particularly to those kayakers 
that responded to my Facebook request.  They had not escorted swimmers before but they all 
rose to the challenge and really embraced everything that the BLDSA stands for.  Daniel Johnson 
was the escort for Dev Gurung and Michael Moore for Claire Dummer.  The others were 
Gayle Moore kayaking for Pippa Armstrong-Owen, Jo Blackburn for Andrew Wells, Ki Burrell for 
Lawrence Gibson, Sarah Mason for William Smith and Alex Roots for Hannah Barrett.  Thank you 
all. 
 
You will all know that these events cannot be conducted without an army of unsung heros behind 
the scenes – the volunteers that come out to assist and I am extremely grateful to my team for 
the day: 
 
Race Controller – Jean Wilkin Oxley – as a past Swim Secretary of this event, Jean also provided 
me with all the information that I needed to hold a successful swim and she also didn’t mind 
answering all my questions and trust me, there were a lot.  Her extensive knowledge and 
guidance contributed to the success of this swim. 
 
Safety Officer – Richard Hardy – even with a broken leg, Richard was able to take control of the 
safety of the event and assist with lots of other land-based duties 
 
First Aid – Janet Wilson.  We are exceptionally lucky to have Janet volunteer for First Aid for most 
of our events.  My sister, Karen Astbury and her husband Paul, assisted and shadowed Janet on 
the Saturday so that they would know what was expected of First Aiders at a swimming event and 
this meant that Janet was able to swim on Sunday, while Karen and Paul took on the roles 
unaided. 
Timekeepers – Francis Zielinski (also Safeguarding Officer) and Lois McCray.  Francis and Lois 
have taken on the role of timekeeper at this event before so I knew that I would be in safe hands 
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with them.  I learned a lot from Lois particularly who is a great asset to the BLDSA and I really 
appreciated that. 
 
Of course, the people who have the longest day are the boat crew.  I don’t know what we would 
do without Mick Blackburn.  He is always first to arrive and last to leave.  The boat is on the water 
on time, the swimmers’ safety is paramount and his lively wit and banter make for an entertaining 
day.  Thank you to Paul Hodgson and Helen Brindle for making up the crew. 
 
Last but not least, thank you to the swimmers for turning up after the very strange year that we 
have had.  You may not have had all the training that you might have had normally but you didn’t 
let that put you off.  I hope you all enjoyed the day as much as I did and I look forward to seeing 
you all again next year. 
 
Michelle Hardy 
Swim Secretary 
 
Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser 02:39:23 f/s 

Ladies 2nd Wendy Figures 03:04:18 f/s 

Ladies 3rd Pippa Jones 03:05:37 f/s 

Ladies 4th Phillipa Armstrong-Owen 03:43:15 f/s 

Ladies 5th Jane Sedman 03:52:58 Bst 

Ladies 6th Alex Sedman 04:15:11 f/s 

Ladies DNS Jane Mulderigg DNS   

Mens 1st Craig Murray 02:31:01 f/s 

Mens 2nd Stephen O'Brien 02:50:41 f/s 

Mens 3rd William Smith 03:10:57 f/s 

Mens 4th Andrew Wells 03:17:12 f/s 

Mens 5th Jaspar Joseph-Lester 03:17:34 f/s 

Mens 6th Matthew McAuley 03:40:48 f/s 

Mens 7th Lawrence Gibson 04:03:14 f/s 

Mens 8th Dev Gurung 04:33:46 f/s 

Mens 9th Philip Yorke 04:58:16 Bst 

Non Traditional Costume   Hannah Barrett 02:54:49 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Claire Dummer 05:27:07 Bst 

 
Coniston Short Course 
25th July 2021 
 
Another gloriously sunny day lay ahead of us for the shorter swim.  With only 9 swimmers today, 
a small presentation was offered at the end of the swim to those who wished to participate. 
 
The start of the swim took place from Brown Howe Car Park with Andrew Wells and Philip Yorke 
choosing to have a weekend of swimming.  Again, volunteer kayakers featured heavily in today’s 
swim. 
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David Randall sped home to take first place, ably assisted by Gayle Moore in her kayak with 
Kelvin Prescott (Non-member) coming in next followed by Andrew Wells.  The next few swimmers 
came in within the space of the next 15 minutes or so and then were followed up by Philip Yorke 
and Janet Wilson.  Another 100% success. 
 
There was an incredible pairing of Cecilia Hazlerigg with her kayaker Ian Barber – I think that was 
a match made in heaven.  Many thanks go to Vicki Thompson and her crew.  Little did 
Shona Thompson’s boyfriend, Matt, know when he turned up that he would become a fully-
fledged swim kayaker himself – he thought he had just come for a gentle, fun kayak to assist 
Shona and accompany Vicki!  One of the previous day’s kayakers had difficulties with his vehicle 
and so was unable to attend.  After a little discussion, Matt agreed to accompany Vicki by himself 
while Shona leant herself to Steve Smith.  As Vicki later confirmed to me, “You know the OW 
swimmers code - we always help each other out if we can don't we.”  I was very grateful to them 
and I know Steve was too. 
 
The volunteer team was largely the same as the previous day with the exception that Francis and 
Janet were both able to have a swim. 
 
We carried out a short presentation and all 9 swimmers elected to stay for that which was lovely.  
I cannot stress highly enough the fabulous bond between kayaker and swimmer over this 
weekend and as each swimmer received their certificate, their kayaker was also presented with a 
little something as a tiny token of thanks and have been included in the presentation 
photographs. 
 
I thank each and every one of you for a wonderful weekend and I look forward to doing all again 
in 2022!!! 
 
Michelle Hardy 
Swim Secretary 
 
3.85 miles Mens 1st David Randall 02:02:07 f/s 

3.85 miles Mens 2nd Andrew Wells 02:29:09 f/s 

3.85 miles Mens 3rd Stephen Smith 02:48:09 f/s 

3.85 miles Mens 4th Francis Zielinski 02:59:06 f/s 

3.85 miles Mens 5th Philip Yorke 03:25:16 Bst 

3.85 miles Ladies 1st Cecilia Hazlerigg 02:42:03 f/s 

3.85 miles Ladies 2nd Vicki Thompson 02:57:12 f/s 

3.85 miles Ladies 3rd Janet Wilson 04:36:14 f/s 

3.85 miles Non Members   Kelvin Prescott 02:20:49 f/s 

 
Champion of Champions (Wales) 
 
This event was not held in 2021. 
 
Loch Lomond 
29th August 2021 
 
This year’s swim took place during the day as at the point we made the decision to go ahead, we 
were still unsure of what COVID restrictions would still be in place, and it was felt that maintaining 
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a safe environment would be easier in daylight.  However we were faced with challenges of a 
different kind on the day, when the busy Bank Holiday traffic provided us with no less than 3 
separate road closures due to accidents, meaning that travel north and south on the only road to 
access the Loch, was impossible for many hours before during and after the swim.  This didn’t 
affect swimmers getting in the water as we managed to do it between closures, but it did require 
skill and diplomacy of all the officials from staying on the water much longer than anticipated to 
negotiating with the arm of the law to let our first aid crew onto the road to access Luss. 
 
Thank you to all of them, including David, who was not able to reach us at all due to the road 
closures.  Mick, Helen and Andy manned the rescue boat from 4-30am until 10pm, plus time 
launching and retrieving the boat.  Amanda, Janet, Jean, Frances, Michelle and Richard also 
started and finished the day in darkness as they carried out their duties of controlling, first aiding, 
timekeeping and looking after the safety of all concerned. 
 
And there were swimmers…………… This year only 3 actually entered the water, there having 
been 13 names on the list over the 2 years the event had been open to enter.  All who withdrew 
did so for various COVID related reasons, at various stages before the event.  We hope to see 
them all in 2023.  The first person to enter the water was Andrew Wells at 5am, emerging 16 
hours 3 mins and 31 secs later, then Steve Smith at 8am finishing in 13 hours 18 mins 40 secs 
and then veteran Loch Lomond swimmer James Leitch at 9am who as usual entered last and 
emerged first in 10 hours 23 mins and 50 seconds, looking as if he had been for a short dip in the 
local pond!  This is the first time since I have been organising that all who started actually 
finished, albeit there were only 3 of them.  No breakfast on the beach this year and no big 
presentation gathering, but I hope we can return to some of this in 2023. 
 
There are still less than 70 people who have swum loch Lomond within BLDSA rules, but a 
growing number of those have now done it more than once. 
 
Janet Wilson 
Swim Secretary 
 
21.6 miles Mens 1st James Leitch 10:23:50 f/s 

21.6 miles Mens 2nd Stephen Smith 13:18:40 f/s 

21.6 miles Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 16:03:31 f/s 

 
Ullswater 
14th August 2021 
 
In the beautiful setting of this lovely lake surrounded by stunning mountain scenery, Ullswater 
was unusually calm on what seemed set to be a beautifully sunny day.  In keeping with tradition 
the water temperature was under 14oC at Glenridding, but progressively got warmer as the 
swimmers travelled north up the lake. 
 
Safety Officer Mick Blackburn gave an informative briefing to both competitors and support 
kayakers alike.  Of the 14 entrants, one ‘did not show’, however all who entered the water 
completed the swim.  
 
As the day progressed the skies greyed and the wind picked up, making for much choppier 
conditions than those of the calm still morning.  But the rain held off and all the swimmers 
successfully navigated the often tricky mid-point where gusts whip down from the Helvellyn 
mountain range. 
 
The Boat House, habitually used as the mid-point First Aid Station, has been sold by the Outward 
Bound Trust to a private buyer.  Therefore special thanks must be given to the National Trust who 
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allowed the BLDSA to relocate at Aira Force.  By all accounts, first aiders Paula Cherriman and 
Adam Bell much preferred this new location, for brew drinking and people watching. 
 
James Van Tuyl came in first in a respectable time of 3:14:13 representing the non-traditional 
costume category.  He was closely followed by Craig Murray just over 2 minutes later, as first 
male traditional costume.  Holly Rotchell became the third person to reach the shores at Pooley 
Bridge, making her both first in the Junior Girls and the quickest female.  Wendy Figures was first 
lady in a time of 3:52:33.  This year saw two breaststroke male competitors where Brynn Dymott 
was the quicker completing the swim in 4:37:10. 
 
Our President, Amanda Bell, welcomed all the swimmers in from the water to the cheers and 
applause from the gathering crowd next to the boat hire at Pooley Bridge.  Most notable was the 
gaggle representing Annie Kendrick who were becoming increasingly concerned that she hadn’t 
arrived.  But all was well and there was no need to worry, as she arrived along-side veteran 
breaststroker Philip Yorke, demonstrating gallant effort as the longest in the water at 5:45. 
 
Given this was my first time as Swim Secretary I was a tad nervous, but all ran smoothly without 
any many major hitches, all credit to the wealth of knowledge from the volunteers both on and off 
the water.  Many thanks to all those involved as you both made the swim and created a 
thoroughly enjoyable day.  See you out on the water next year (if you’ll still have me). 
 
Debbie Taylor 
Swim Secretary 
 
7.5 miles Ladies 1st Wendy Figures 03:52:33 f/s 

7.5 miles Ladies 2nd Catriona Fraser 04:08:42 f/s 

7.5 miles Ladies 3rd Angela Wood 04:36:11 f/s 

7.5 miles Ladies 4th Hannah Leitzau 04:40:18 f/s 

7.5 miles Ladies 5th Annie Kendrick 05:45:49 f/s 

7.5 miles Ladies DNS Catherine Atkinson DNS   

7.5 miles Mens 1st Craig Murray 03:16:43 f/s 

7.5 miles Mens 2nd William Smith 03:47:43 f/s 

7.5 miles Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 04:19:13 f/s 

7.5 miles Mens 4th Bryn Dymott 04:37:10 Bst 

7.5 miles Mens 5th Philip Yorke 05:45:41 Bst 

7.5 miles Non Traditional Costume   James Van Tuyl 03:14:13 f/s 

7.5 miles Non Traditional Costume   Matthew McAuley 04:14:55 f/s 

7.5 miles Junior Girls 1st Holly Rotchell 03:24:10 f/s 
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Derwentwater Triangle Championship 
15th August 2021 
 
Kettlewell – Keswick 2 mile swim 
 
This did not take place due to concerns about Covid restrictions applying in the Kettlewell carpark 
departure point. 
 
Derwentwater Triangle (5.25 miles) 
 
This swim was on the Sunday the day after the longer Ullswater swim.  They were very different.  
Derwentwater, at 8am, as we were setting up, was a millpond, with the dramatic hills and islands 
reflected as in a mirror.  All very peaceful. 
 
Then the rain came, off and on but sufficiently damp to have the volunteers, on shore support, 
huddled in a car or under umbrellas.  The immaculate first aid tent was for our first aiders only! 
 
The safety boats were efficiently driven onto the water, Mick Blackburn, the Safety Officer, 
scoured the beach for fishing barbs and other sharps and emphasised the importance of wearing 
shoes to enter the water. 
 
We had 10 seniors and 1 junior start the swim.  Of these 11, 8 had swum Ullswater the previous 
day, and 10 finished. 
 
James Van Tuyl, came in first in the non-traditional category, wearing a sleeveless wet suit. 
 
1st in a traditional costume, was Nikki Fraser.  The first Male traditional costume swimmer 
Craig Murray, who also swam Ullswater, was training for a Channel attempt later in the season. 
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Holly Rotchell our junior swimmer, bravely started the swim despite a sore wrist having achieved 
an excellent time in the Ullswater swim the previous day.  She swam for a considerable distance 
before retiring and having an exciting ride on the Rescue RIB. 
 
She was checked over by our diligent first aid team, declared fit and then went for recuperative 
ice creams or was it hot chocolate? 
 
The water was pleasant but shallow in places, and our President (Amanda Bell) helped finishers 
exit the water. 
 
Due to Covid 19 uncertainty we had no formal presentations, but all left with a certificate, badge, 
and hat. 
 
Thank you to all our volunteers both on the water and on shore, and we look forward to seeing 
many of you again next year. 
 
Annie Stafford 
Swim Secretary 
 
Mens 1st Craig Murray 02:21:14 f/s 

Mens 2nd William Smith 02:48:31 f/s 

Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 03:04:12 f/s 

Mens 4th Philip Yorke 04:11:40 Bst 

Non Traditional Costume   James Van Tuyl 02:10:11 f/s 

Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser 02:18:19 f/s 

Ladies 2nd Catriona Fraser 03:05:52 f/s 

Ladies 3rd Jane Mitchell 03:06:22 f/s 

Ladies 4th Angela Wood 03:12:25 f/s 

Ladies 5th Victoria (Tors) Hamilton 03:25:03 f/s 

Ladies DNS Wendy Figures DNS   

Junior Girls DNF Holly Rotchell DNF   

 
North Lakes Results 
 
Mens 1st Craig Murray 05:37:57 f/s 

Mens 2nd William Smith 06:36:14 f/s 

Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 07:23:25 f/s 

Mens 4th Philip Yorke 09:57:21 Bst 

Ladies 1st Catriona Fraser 07:14:34 f/s 

Ladies 2nd Angela Wood 07:48:36 f/s 

Ladies DNF Wendy Figures DNF f/s 
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Non Traditional Costume   James Van Tuyl 05:24:24 f/s 

Junior Girls DNF Holly Rotchell DNF f/s 

 
Windermere 
4th September 2021 
 
No report submitted 
 
Chris Malpass 
Swim Secretary 
 
Ladies 1st Wendy Figures 05:50:37 f/s 

Ladies 2nd Elaine Henderson 06:22:02 f/s 

Ladies 3rd Angela Wood 07:09:26 f/s 

Ladies 4th Sarah Taylor 07:33:47 f/s 

Ladies 5th Alexandra Plummer 07:51:30 f/s 

Ladies 6th Jane Sedman 08:01:11 Bst 

Ladies DNF Michelle Hardy DNF   

Ladies DNF Alex Sedman DNF   

Mens 1st Craig Murray 04:58:54 f/s 

Mens 2nd William Smith 05:55:00 f/s 

Mens 3rd Alex White 06:04:48 f/s 

Mens 4th Daniel Martinez Lobo 06:10:58 f/s 

Mens 5th Stephen O'Brien 06:14:50 f/s 

Mens 6th Andrew Wells 06:31:24 f/s 

Mens 7th Peter Timmins 06:43:19 f/s 

Mens 8th Guy Harris 07:29:09 f/s 

Mens 9th Lawrence Gibson 07:44:48 f/s 

Mens 10th Philip Yorke 08:36:05 Bst 

Mens 11th Leslie du Cane 08:56:02 Bst 

Non Traditional Costume   Warren Kaveney 04:58:45 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   James Van Tuyl 05:06:04 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Alice Maiden 05:27:49 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Michael Mills 06:12:17 f/s 
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St Mary’s Loch Report 
18th September 2021 
 
This beautiful swim venue saw 6 swimmers complete the two way 6.5 mile course, 3 the one way 
course and 3 juniors the 1km course.  There had been a few additions to, and deletions from, the 
list in the weeks running up to the swim, but all who entered the water completed their swim.  The 
water temperature was around 15 degrees C, which is somewhat higher than some previous 
years. 
 
Most of the participants camped on the shores of the loch and instead of cramming everyone into 
a six-berth caravan for the evening, a campfire was set and music was made outside instead. 
 
As usual the event only went ahead because of the dedication and hard work of BLDSA officials 
and the individual kayakers who accompanied swimmers. 
 
Congratulations to our 3 Juniors who completed 1km 
Holly Rotchell  17 mins 21 secs 
Nell Rotchell 23 mins 27 secs 
Tally Beveridge 34mins 56 secs 
 
Swimming one way were Alex and Jane Sedman who swam one way each with the same 
kayaker.  Jane swam first doing breaststroke in 1 hour 52 mins, followed by Alex in 2 hours 
54mins and 19 seconds.  In between them was Karen Purdy in 2 hours 13 mins. 
 
Swimming 2 ways were Craig Murray (2.46.34), Nikki Fraser (2.49.23), Liane Llewellyn (3.10.58), 
Adrian Rotchell (3.33.27) Andrew Wells (3.33.27) and Helen Beveridge (4.42.02) 
 
2 Way Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser 02:49:23 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 2nd Liane Llewellyn Hickling 03:10:58 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 3rd Helen Beveridge 04:42:02 f/s 

2 Way Mens 1st Craig Murray 02:46:34 f/s 

2 Way Mens 2nd Adrian Rotchell 03:18:07 f/s 

2 Way Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 03:33:27 f/s 

1 Way Ladies 1st Jane Sedman 01:52:00 Bst 

1 Way Ladies 2nd Karen Purdy 02:13:00 f/s 

1 Way Ladies 3rd Alex Sedman 02:54:19 f/s 

1 km Ladies 1st Holly Rotchell 00:17:01 f/s 

1 km Ladies 2nd Nell Rotchell 00:23:27 f/s 

1 km Ladies 3rd Tally Beveridge 00:34:56 f/s 

 
Janet Wilson 
St Mary’s Loch Championship Secretary 
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One Hour Swim Challenge & 30 Minute Swim Challenge 2021 
 
Well done to all our swimmers who entered the One Hour Swim Challenge and the new 30 
Minute Swim Challenge 2021. 
 
There were fewer swimmers this year, understandably.  However, given the lack of pool time for 
training, there were some fantastic, gutsy swims that are really encouraging for our swimmers 
success at future events. 
 
There was one new One Hour Challenge record for 2021: 
 
16-17 boys Samuel Lowe Guernsey SC   4830m 
 
The 30 Minute Challenge was a new event, designed to accommodate swimmers who have felt 
the lack of training time, since March 2020, or who still cannot access enough pool time to enter 
the One Hour Challenge.  Everyone who won their category is an inaugural record holder and we 
congratulate you all. 
 
30 Minute Challenge: 
 
U10 girls  Kiki Fletcher  TWHST   1695m 
10-11 girls Zuzanna Kloss  Chadderton SC  1250m 
12-13 girls Elizabeth Bailey  TWHST   1235m 
14-15 girls Freya Binney H3 Bingham Penguins  425m 
16-17 girls Leah Pearson H3 Bingham Penguins  1150m 
18-19 ladies Hattie Saunders H3 Bingham Penguins  675m 
30-34 ladies Sarah Whitchurch H2 Guernsey SC  1125m 
35-39 ladies Elaine Ravenhall  City of Sunderland CS 1750m 
40-44 ladies Penny McCrabbe     1900m 
45-49 ladies Julie Boxsell  Townsville Aquaholics 1760m 
50-54 ladies Julie Ryan     1550m 
55-59 ladies Kristine Kennedy  Tuggeranong  1525m 
60-64 ladies Yana Fox   Mount Kelly  1400m 
65-69 ladies Lindy Woodrow  City of Sunderland Masters 1505m 
 
U 10 boys Mario McDonnell  Chadderton SC   1050m 
10-11 boys Lucas Brooks  Chadderton SC   1325m 
12-13 boys Jonny Astill H3 Bingham Penguins  300m 
35-39 mens Gareth Fegan  Omagh Tri Club  1725m 
50-54 mens Bradford Baylor     1425m 
60-64 mens Mark Jones  Warrington Masters  2000m 
70-74 mens Christopher Carter  Warrington Dolphins 1465m 
 
Thank you to all swimmers, coaches and event organisers.  We do appreciate your support this 
year in what has been a challenging year for all of us and we hope you enjoyed the event. 
 
The 2022 events will include the One Hour Challenge and the 30 Minute Challenge.  After 
consulting with swimmers, we will keep the swim open until the end of March 2022 to give 
everyone more time to train and put in their best swim. 
 
Caroline Lewis 
One Hour Swim Challenge Secretary 
bldsaonehourchallenge@gmail.com 
 
Grand Prix 
This event was not held in 2021. 
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Officers’ Reports 
 
Membership Administrator’s Report 
 
The vast majority of the 2020 memberships were “Rolled Over” into 2021. 
 
Membership 2021 wef 29th October 2021. 
There were;  
352 “Active” Members. 
290 Seniors, 59 were new this year. 

196 Veterans, 37 were new this year. 
36 Masters, 5 were new this year. 

7 Juniors, 2 were new this year. 
55 “Active” Life members in various categories. 
 
5 Affiliate clubs, Isle of Wight Marlins, Jersey LDSC, iSwim Brighton, Warrington Dolphins and 
Grimsby & Cleethorpes Water Rats OWSC.   
 
As for 2022, I have received many requests for information about membership ready for 2022 and 
have processed many new joiners already.  There are 103 including the 55 “Active” Life 
Members.  So hopefully things are looking up and people are planning their swims for 2022. 
 
Vince Classen 
Membership Administrator 
 
Recorder’s Report 
 
Swim Records 
 
I would like to express my thanks to Bryan Finlay for supplying me with copies of his Certificates 
for many of his swims over the years as this allowed me to update several hundred records, 
which had been recorded as 01/01/YYYY as there were no clear dates for events in the previous 
Annual Reports and AGM reports.  With the aid of Bryan’s certificates these have now been 
corrected.  There have been others who have been in touch with me over the years I have been 
updating the records, but Bryan’s contribution has been outstanding. 
 
Please note that there are still many which need correction and if you have the time on your 
hands, please check the records on the website and if you can supply a copy of your certificate 
showing the correct date, I am sure the records can be updated, for you and the other persons 
who swam in the Championship on the same day.  If you send the information to me, I will ensure 
it is passed to the appropriate Executive Committee member. 
 
Swim Recognitions for 2021 
 
There were fewer than normal swim recognition attempts this year but with the general 
membership getting to grips with Covid restrictions relaxing somewhat and people managing their 
personal situations appropriately, I am sure the floodgates will reopen in 2022.  Congratulations 
to those who battled through and completed in 2021. 
 
Completed 
 
JERSEY TO FRANCE TO JERSEY 32.2 Miles 
SOLO SWIM 
Melanie Holland, 14th June 2021, 16hrs 15mins 32secs 
BLDSA Inaugural Swim 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL 12.7 Miles 
Penarth to Clevedon 
SOLO SWIM 
Andrew Wolf, 4th July 2021, 5hrs, 56mins, 21secs 
 
PORTPATRICK TO DOUNAM BAY 
Portpatrick to Dounam Bay 
SOLO SWIM 
Gavin Lee, 4th June 2021, 5hrs, 2mins, 35secs 
 
There were in total another seven swims that were in various states of organisation, but for 
whatever reason did not come to fruition or they have simply not submitted the Part 2 as yet.  I 
wish them all the best for the attempt if they are going to try again in 2022. 
 
V Classen 
Recorder 
 
Hon. Publicity Officer’s Report 
 
No report submitted 
 
Hon. Safety Officer’s Report 
 
Following our event closures in 2020 the opening of our 2021 events was very exciting and 
worrying at the same time. The executive committee spent a great deal of time event planning for 
the COVID19 regulations and restrictions especially Chris Hickling who spent many hours 
preparing the Covid policies. We as an organisation invested a great deal of time and money 
ensuring all our volunteers and swimmers were protected and as such not one single case of 
Covid 19 transmission was recorded at any of our events. 
 
Champion of Champions was the first test of all our hard work and we were very pleased to see 
everyone complying with the government guidelines and making the event a roaring success 
which was especially nice as it saw the return of Leslie Du Cane running the event. The tide did 
try its hardest to make launching the RHIBs a task and a half, with the slip way not having been 
used for over a year the algae build-up made it impossible to back the trailers into the water so 
we had to resort to a beach launch – this put brute strength and perseverance to the test, not to 
mention poor Mick’s clutch on his truck which took a pounding hauling the trailers of the beach. 
Team work won in the end and everything was a great triumph. The day saw a few swimmers 
retire after the 5 mile section due to a particularly cold and choppy sea, we don’t call it Champion 
of Champions for nothing… 
 
Torbay brought its own challenges not least because I managed to break my leg and ankle, 
fortunately it was my left leg so I could still drive and tow one of the RHIBs down along with 
Andy Wright using a hired vehicle. This operation proved just how valuable it is to have a 
dedicated crew like Mick, Martyn and myself with their own vehicles available to tow avoiding the 
very expensive hire charges that towing vehicles command. 
 
With the broken body parts, this left me out of action for boat duties so I had to make do with 
shore work, still important but by no means as much fun… Michelle and I travelled to the Isle of 
Wight to oversee (well Michelle was swimming it) the Pier to Pier event run by one of our affiliate 
clubs The Isle Of Wight Marlins. We were made very welcome by their safety officer Bob Cooper 
who invited us round to his house to view their risk assessments and procedures. Very pleased to 
see everything in order (in fact the level of detail they go into is as good as our own and they use 
the RLNI to help them so we can safely say they are doing everything correctly). On the day the 
event was unfortunately cancelled due to bad weather, a very hard call to make but the right one. 
We met a few of their volunteers and they all showed their dedication to the swimmers safety and 
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wellbeing. We’re going back in 2022 to hopefully get to see the event run in all its glory. (This trip 
was not funded by the BLDSA all costs were covered by Michelle and me). 
 
All the Lake District events took place without any problems. It certainly offers a different 
perspective working with the land based crews on events and proves to me that the teams all 
work well together and good communication is key to make all operations go as planned. 
 
Loch Lomond was trial run in daylight this year, a good idea in principle but in reality the Loch 
logistics proved problematic to say the least. It all started on the Saturday afternoon when we 
arrived at Ardlui followed by some of the safety crew and officials making the safe journey along 
the A82 only to find out some hours later the road had been closed trapping Mick and the safety 
boat halfway up the loch road, unable to turn around he had to sit it out for well over 6 hours until 
the accident was cleared. When we were all finally allowed back down the road to our 
accommodation it was well past all of our bed times, especially as we had an early start on the 
Sunday. The event started ok but soon the A82 was closed again trapping officials at Tarbet, I did 
some negotiations with the Scottish traffic police and managed to get Janet down to the next 
shore point whilst the rest of the officials made the long and very slow detour around the A83 
back down to the finish at Balloch. The traffic issues caused us a lot of problems but the systems 
we had in place made the event safe at all time, but it did teach us a very big lesson – night swim 
next time! 
 
Colwick Park posed a small problem again due to access issues with the lake. Kevin worked hard 
to negotiate a working solution and eventually got the required keys and permissions for access. 
Then came another small spanner in the works as my regular towing vehicle was in for repairs (4 
months later) so a quick trip to the Tow Bar fitters saw Michelle’s car fitted out as an extra towing 
vehicle to my fleet. After an early start the event was run in a smaller circuit due to the water 
contamination with Blue Green Algae giving a 500m circuit but still a nice swim with everyone 
attending enjoying the final swim of the season. We did however, leave Kevin to face verbal 
abuse from the current lake “owner” regarding our use of the lake. This is an ongoing issue but 
we are pursuing a resolution with the Colwick Park officials as our organisation will not tolerate 
any abuse of any kind against our volunteers or members. Anyone who attended this event and 
witnessed any of this incident please contact me directly. 
 
Finally a very huge thankyou to the safety crews and committee members who make the BLDSA 
a joy to be involved with and to all the new and regular swimmers. See you all in the New Year 
which from the looks of our online entry system is set to be a busy season with many of our swim 
events seeing a large number of entries already. 
 
Richard Hardy 
Hon Safety Officer 
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Hon. Rescue Boat Coordinator’s Report 
 
It was great to be back out on the water again and both boats performed well after their enforced 
extended layup. Congratulations to Nikki Fraser and David Kershaw on passing their Level 2 
Powerboat qualification in very challenging conditions on the Mersey Estuary. 
 
Spring tides at Dover provided us with a challenge in launching and recovering the boats with a 
burned-out clutch as a result and Loch Lomond presented the boat crew with a logistical 
challenge with road closures due to an accident.  Apart from these two events things ran 
smoothly over the season. 
 
As always big thanks to Mick, Martyn, Richard, and Andy for towing the boats around the country 
and to those who have crewed our safety boats over the season, Nikki, David, Paul and Helen.  
Thanks also to Northern Exposure who provided additional RIBs and safety crew at our Torbay 
and Windermere events. 
 
Chris Hickling 
Rescue Boat Co-ordinator 
 
Hon. Safeguarding Officer’s Report 
 
The Safeguarding Sub Committee met on ZOOM twice in 2021, and plan to meet again later in 
the year. 
 
We have continued to update DBS Checks of our core volunteers. 
 
I have undertaken Safeguarding training, and we have reviewed and rewritten our Safeguarding 
Policy to make it shorted but also up to date.  This should be ratified at the AGM. 
 
There were no Safeguarding issues for any children or vulnerable adults at any of our swims this 
year. 
 
The BLDSA wants all our swims to be safe for all swimmers and volunteers, children and 
vulnerable adults.  We ask you to bring to our attention any concerns. 
 
Annie Stafford 
 
Hon. Dinner Secretary’s Report 
 
No Annual Dinner was held in 2021 however no report was included previously for the 2020 
Dinner.  Some information about this event is written below. 
 
The Annual Dinner 2020 was held at the Humber Royal Hotel, Grimsby on 14th March with 48 
members in attendance.  Michael Read represented the CSA. 
 
Our guests for 2020 were Brenda Fisher and Joyce Finch.  Brenda swam the English Channel in 
1951 becoming the 23rd swimmer and beating the record for the women’s time in 12 hours 42 
minutes.  A crowd of 60,000 turned out to meet her in Grimsby.  Brenda followed this up with 
another crossing in 1954.  Graham Smith gave a very fascinating speech accompanied by a film 
detailing the swimming exploits of Brenda entitled ‘A TRIBUTE TO BRENDA FISHER: THE 
BLONDE IN DEEP WATER’.  Our thanks go to Graham for presenting this and making it so 
interesting. 
 
The raffle was as ever a success so thank you to everyone who brought prizes along and bought 
tickets.  The proceeds amounted to £159.00. 
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Martyn Coates once again brought the game that he created to raise money for the Enoch Tarder 
Trophy.  This game is completed to commemorate Maurice Ferguson and there is a very unique 
trophy for the winner.  The proceeds of £52 were donated to Unicef which was Maurice’s 
preferred Charity.  Congratulations must be given to Martyn for his creativity and ticket sales! 
 
200 Club 
 
Month Amt No Name Amt No Name Amt No Name 

Jan £10 121 Chris 
Hickling 

£10 73 Keith 
Coleman 

£5 57 Duncan 
Heenan 

Feb £10 42 Anne 
Smith 

£10 62 Penny 
Rushton 

£5 38 Philip 
Yorke 

March £10 45 Amanda 
Bell 

£10 142 Ruth 
Garnish 

£5 105 Penny 
Rushton 

AGM £20 16 Margaret 
Smith 

£20 23 Carol 
Butler 

N/A   

April £10 66 Margaret 
Smith 

£10 5 Gwyn 
Llewellyn 

£5 21 Margaret 
Smith 

May £10 108 Gwyn 
Llewellyn 

£10 14 Penny  
Rushton 

£5 53 Amanda 
Bell 

June £10 17 Helen 
Beveridge 

£10 7 Vince 
Classen 

£5 57 Duncan 
Heenan 

July £10 20 Steve 
Price 

£10 24 Tony 
Espin 

£5 10 Carol 
Macdonald 

Aug £10 103 Paul 
Tew

£10 142 Ruth 
Garnish

£5 18 Jacky 
Classen 

Sept £10 25 Joe 
Smith 

£10 8 Vince 
Classen 

£5 44 Gill 
Stables 

Oct £10 118 Pat 
Llewellyn 

£10 53 Amanda 
Bell 

£5 68 Jacky 
Classen 

Nov £10 37 Graham 
McIntyre 

£10 96 Paul 
Tew 

£5 97 Steve 
Price 

Dec £10 78 Pat 
Llewellyn 

£10 116 Liane 
Hickling 

£5 134 Chris 
Hickling 

 
Congratulations to the winners for 2021, there are currently 111 numbers in use, between 1 and 
145.  If I could fill all the other 34 spaces, I will release 146 to 200, it is a 200 club after all.  So, 
there are many still available for the annual cost of £6 per number and you are helping support 
your association. 
 
It could be well worth reading the entire list for a chuckle, nice Christmas bonus due for the 
Llewellyn / Hickling family.  Anyone wanting numbers please contact me for details, 
secretary@bldsa.org.uk or checkout and fill in the form on the Website at 
https://bldsa.org.uk/200-club/ 
 
Vince Classen 
200 Club Administrator 
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Affiliated Club Reports 
 
Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club 
 
The Pier 2 Pier Sea Swim event on the Isle of Wight 
 
For the second year running we had to cancel our Pier2Pier Sea Swim Challenge event, held 
under the auspices of the BLDSA.  2020 was due to the Covid Rules, so we offered for entrants 
to hold over to 2021.  Of the 150 entrants, 40 decided not to accept the offer.  So we made 
arrangements to hold the event on Saturday 7th of August 2021.  When you hold a Sea Swim 
everything has to be right and safe.  In our planning we had everything accepted by the BLDSA 
and the Insurers, but unfortunately the weather did not read the script.  So, even though many of 
the 150 entrants had already made their way to the island, including Richard and Michelle Hardy 
(BLDSA Safety Officer and his Channel Swimming wife) on the Saturday morning I had to make 
the hardest decision of all, and, due to the state of the sea forecasted for the noon start, and after 
receiving information from the Safety Craft operatives that they could not launch the motor boat 
and the kayakers would not enter the water in the conditions, I had to cancel the event.  I am 
relieved to say that there was not one dissention heard.  We have again offered the entrants to 
hold over to 2022 and we trust that on Saturday July the 30th we will be able to go ahead.  As a 
backup we will try to do it on Saturday 13th August. 
 
The one good thing to come from this was that I met Richard and Michelle.  Richard told me that 
the Information and Safety Reports that have to be sent the BLDSA and their insurers were 
perfectly ok.  What a relief. 
 
Robert Cooper 
Safety Officer and Chair of the IOW Marlins Masters SC 
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AGM Minutes 
 
No AGM was held in 2021.  In light of the Covid Pandemic and the lack of our events during 
2020, a decision was taken not to hold an AGM in 2021. 


