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President’s Report for 2022/23 
 
So, with the AGM over and the Presidential Collar once more around my neck, the start of the 
season events was soon upon me. 
 
The first event was Thrybergh Park a new venue for the BLDSA and under the control of 
Kevin Welsh.  The venue was excellent, plenty of parking, 2 cafés’, plenty of tables and seats to 
sit and view. The day was slightly overcast with the sun trying its best to break through, which it 
did at times.  Wonderful to see so many entrants for the first swim of the year.  There were 
several “on the day entrants” and many of the new to the BLDSA scene were extremely 
impressed by the overall situation and the first class safety team led by BLDSA Safety Officer 
Richard Hardy.  All swimmers including the first member of each relay team got in the water as 
the season got under way.  There were no retirements which was great to see. 
 
Wykeham Lake should have been second on the list but due to unforeseen administrative issues 
did not happen.  The Park management did apologise for the issue and hoped we would be back 
on track for 2023. 
 
Champion of Champions, Dover, a well-known location in Dover harbour surrounded by the 
ubiquitous white cliffs.  A great day enjoyed (sic) by all.  Well done to Leslie Du Cane and his 
team. 
 
Bala, North Wales, great to see this event back on the calendar, however, due to low numbers 
the whole weekend event was curtailed to just the Saturday.  Many thanks to those who changed 
their plans and apologies to those who could not.  Despite a quite choppy day, those who took 
part appeared to have enjoyed their time.  Many thanks to Philip Yorke and his team of 
volunteers. 
 
Torbay, unfortunately I could not attend for personal reasons, however, the webcam on a nearby 
Hotel and in Brixham Harbour enabled me to watch proceedings unfold, I would like to thank 
Steve and Helen Price for all their hard work organising this event. 
 
Coniston, this year saw the two day event controlled by Michelle Hardy and her team.  The 
amalgamation of both Senior and Junior Coniston works very well and nice to see many 
swimmers swimming one day and kayaking the next or vice versa. 
 
Two Way Windermere, due to a lack of entries the event had to be cancelled.  We are now also 
looking to finding a replacement Swim Secretary in time for the 2024 event to be organised and 
back on the calendar. 
 
Ullswater, in my previous year as President this was abandoned due to adverse weather 
conditions.   So, it was great to see it completed under the control of Debbie Taylor and her team. 
 
Derwentwater, and day two of the Northern Lakes Challenge this time under the control of Annie 
Stafford and her team. 
 
St Mary’s Loch, Scottish Borders one of the most picturesque venues on the calendar and the 
weather did us proud with even some glimpses of blue skies, the sun even made a brief  
appearance.  The café was open and provided sustenance for all who needed it.  Very well done 
Nikki Fraser who did a sterling job standing in as Swim Secretary for Janet Wilson who had a 
prior family engagement.   Unfortunately, the numbers were down due to the Death of HM the 
Queen and a minute’s silence was held as a mark of respect. 
 
And so, onto the last BLDSA event of the year, Windermere (one way) with myself at the helm 
following the late resignation of the Swim Secretary.  I would like to thank everyone who acted as 
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Officials on the day and also those who rallied round to assist me in the organisation.  There is 
more in the event report later. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone involved in the BLDSA for making my second year in office 
another memorable one.  I would like to name a few particularly my wife Jacky who first 
introduced me to this wonderful sport of ours.  Margaret Smith to whom I have turned when in 
need of BLDSA information I cannot track down myself.  To the remainder of the Executive 
Committee who have not been named previously for all their hard work, commitment, and 
dedication.  To every Swim Secretary and their officials without whom the events would not be so 
well organised, to the timekeepers, first aiders, rescue boat crews, tent erectors et al, the list is 
not infinite but tends to be the same faces at every event, year after year. 
 
Please take a minute if you are reading this as a swimmer who turns up at an event, swims it, and 
receives a memento and or a certificate and leaves to prepare for the next event.  Each event 
takes many hours of preparation to happen and perhaps you could offer to lend a hand if you are 
not taking part swimming or kayaking it but want to give something back to the association.  We 
are always on the lookout for new helpers who are prepared to give up a few hours each year.  
Please take the time to have a word with the swim secretary or any of the many committee 
members who you see and offer your services or get in direct contact with me via the website, 
every little helps. 
 
I look forward to seeing some of you at the AGM in March at Brathay Hall Ambleside Cumbria, 
please make an effort to be there, your input is always welcome.  Information for the AGM and 
the following meal will be published on the website and you can book your tickets there also. 
 
Yours in Swimming 
 
Vince Classen 
BLDSA President 2022 Season 
secretary@bldsa.org.uk 
 
Hon General Secretary Report 
 
This is a shortened report as many matters are covered in the Presidential Report, some 
duplicated here for emphasis. 
 
There has only been one reported death during this season, that was Brenda Fisher who was 
part of the BLDSA family way back at its formation in 1956.  Sympathies were expressed to the 
family at the funeral.  I apologise if there are any more details of which have not made it to my 
attention and if anyone knows of any, if you could let me know I will ensure the details are 
recorded. 
 
2022 saw us almost back to normal, whatever connotations that brings you.  Unfortunately, we 
still did not manage to hold the event at Wykeham, Bala was cut to only one day, we had to 
cancel the 2 Way Windermere and the One Way Windermere was teetering on the brink of 
cancellation for a short while but was held.  There were many events that did take place and I am 
sure they were enjoyed by all participants.  We also had the bonus of a new event at Thrybergh 
under the guidance of Kevin Welsh, long may it continue. 
 
Once again, the Safety team under the guidance of Safety Officer Richard Hardy ably assisted by 
Chris Hickling as Safety Boat co-ordinator did their usual first class jobs.  Many thanks must be 
expressed to the Safety Boat crews for being the first on the water and last off.  Special thanks to 
those who transport the RIBs from venue to venue, notably Mick Blackburn and Martyn Coates 
and to those who maintain the RIBs during the season. 
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I would like to thank the Executive Committee members and Swim Secretaries not on the 
Executive for holding down their roles and attending the meetings during the year.  We only hold 
3 meetings and are always looking for new members to join the team to bring fresh ideas and 
ease the burden of some of the members who are holding down several roles on the Executive.  
With the best will in the world having the same people doing the same jobs can stifle the creative 
juices and can lead to indirect apathy.  If you are reading this and feel like giving something back 
to the association please get in touch, there are no formal qualifications required for most posts, 
but it is amazing how simply having new ideas bandied about can be helpful. 
 
I must thank Richard and Michelle Hardy for the work they put in on the Website and other social 
media outlets during the year. 
 
The Annual General Meeting is scheduled to take place at Brathay Hall, Ambleside on the 
18th March 2023.  This is when the Annual Awards will be presented, the 2023 Executive 
Committee members and Swim Secretaries will be elected, and it is your time to voice your 
opinions and stand up and be counted.  Please try to attend, it is always nice to meet up with the 
regulars, but new faces would be made very welcome.  The AGM will be followed later in the day 
with a social gathering and meal, probably with impromptu entertainment as last year, which was 
well received.  Please check the website regularly for updates and tickets for the event. 
 
I apologise if I have missed anyone out with my thanks, to be honest without the entire 
Administrative team pulling together, we would not have made it through the year, once again a 
special thanks to all who increased their efforts. 
 
V Classen 
Hon. General Secretary 
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Championship Reports 
 
Thrybergh Country Park 
22nd May 2022 
 
BLDSA Thrybergh event will be remembered by all who took part as a great success; the water 
was fresh and the weather was fine and nobody got hurt.  Whether at your local pool, gravel pit or 
at the seaside, as swimmers we all know we just want to rock up, no faff, and get in.  But before 
we look at the events and results it behoves me to send out our sincerest and heart-felt 
appreciation to the people without whom we would not be able to swim; the BLDSA safety crew, 
time-keepers and officials, the kayakers and first aiders.  The names of all the dedicated 
volunteers are listed below.  We also want especially to thank the Park Head Ranger, Kevin 
Burke and Rotherham Parks Department for permitting our event to take place this year. 
 
Vince Classen – President    Kayakers 
Rebecca Caddy - Race controller   Patrick Welsh 
Nuala Welsh - Welfare officer/time-keeper  Malachi Watt 
Heath Caddy - First Aider/time-keeper   Georgia Caddy 
Helen Liddle - Race referee/time-keeper   Maggie Welsh 
Richard Hardy -Safety Officer/Safety Boat  Ewan Busfield 
David Kershaw -  Safety Boat    Katie Figures 
 
For those that do not know it, Thrybergh is a reservoir set in the rolling hills of South Yorkshire.  It 
is a new venue for us just 3 miles north-east of Rotherham town centre.  It is a spacious and 
active venue for dog-walkers, bird watchers and open water swimmers.  There is ample parking, 
some camping spaces and WCs and shower facilities.  There is a flat track around the lake which 
is accessible to all spectators with good views of the water for friends and observers.  In short, a 
gem of a venue, also used by none other than Swim England for the OW nationals this summer.  
So, with due apologies to our southern swimming brethren (and sisters) it is well worth a trip up or 
down the M1/M18 for the premier event of the season. 
 
For May 2023 we will be extending the event into the early afternoon by the inclusion of a 
separate relay event to run later; teams of a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 5 swimming a 5k 
event, in any mixture of costumes, stroke and family or friendship combinations (what chance an 
IM team?) May 2022 saw two teams battle it out; ‘Up To Our Necks’ against ‘Fab Four’, (sneaking 
in a fifth Beetle) all with respectable lap times.  So a serious competition but a fun and friendly 
race which 1,3 and 5k swimmers will now be able to compete in as well. 
 
The beauty of this swim is in part the diversity and openness of the events; you can choose your 
distance, your stroke and your costume, and all are encouraged to do their own thing.  In what 
could be a cold early season swim participants are testing themselves, in most cases for the first 
time in that season, against the elements and the clock.  Fitness - physical and mental technique 
and distance all play a part; hence the multiplicity of events on offer.  The downside is this makes 
the logistics of time-keeping and recording results more susceptible to error.  But I think all of 
those attending the presentation this year will allow that the price of a little confusion is well worth 
paying. 
 
On the day there were some great swims with everybody competing against their own personal 
targets; just to finish or to better a PB.  We had some of the usual suspects, some names from 
yesteryear and some fresh new faces.  The Senior female stalwarts Figures, Hardy, Wood and 
Bell all putting in respectable times in the Ladies 5k.  The Palfreys practically cleaning up all the 
solo events; Justin and Andrew Allum leading the field in the men’s 5k,with the Smiths (Stephen 
and Paul - no relation) coming in 3rd and 4th, with Lafferty and Wells completing the f/s field in 
respectable times.  Then that breed apart, in what could be the start of a revival - the breast-
strokers.  In the 5k, our very own, the relentless and inimitable Phillip Yorke completing the field 
in a time of 2:40:26.  In the 1k, (and that’s far enough for me) we had what looked like a race 
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between Stephanie Coop and Rachel Crabbe, with Graham Catchpole the last swimmer home 
but first in the male 1k Breast-Stroke category. 
 
It was great to see all-round endeavour and personal success but I want to particularly commend 
our young swimmers and novices without whom the sport would have no future; so a very big well 
done to Francesca Palfrey, Amy Walker, Matthew Longman, Harvey Stoker and everybody who 
completed the open 1k.  Thank you for coming and come back and swim further, harder, better 
next year 
 
Kevin Welsh 
Swim Secretary 
 
5k Mens 1st Justin Palfrey 01:17:20 f/s 

5k Mens 2nd Andrew Allum 01:23:05 f/s 

5k Mens 3rd Stephen Smith 01:25:16 f/s 

5k Mens 4th Paul Smith 01:27:26 f/s 

5k Mens 5th Jim Lafferty 01:43:48 f/s 

5k Mens 6th Andrew Wells 01:59:00 f/s 

5k Mens 7th Philip Yorke 02:40:26 Bst 

5k Mens Non Traditional Costume Neil Pattison 01:31:34 f/s 

5k Ladies 1st Wendy Figures 01:43:35 f/s 

5k Ladies 2nd Michelle Hardy 01:56:54 f/s 

5k Ladies 3rd Angela Wood 02:00:55 f/s 

5k Ladies 4th Amanda Bell 02:03:55 f/s 

3k Mens 1st Ben Allon-Smith 00:50:54 f/s 

3k Mens 2nd Ian Lovegrove 01:26:29 f/s 

3k Ladies 1st Louise Orgill 01:07:55 f/s 

1k Open 1st Amanda Randall 00:22:35 f/s 

1k Open 2nd Philip Longman 00:23:36 f/s 

1k Open 3rd Peter Ingham 00:30:30 f/s 

1k Open 4th Stephanie Coop 00:32:45 Bst 

1k Open 5th Rachel Crabbe 00:33:04 Bst 

1k Open 6th Wendy Weston 00:33:28 f/s 

1k Open 7th Alison Flynn 00:42:05 f/s 

1k Open 8th Paula Green 00:52:00 f/s 

1k Open 9th Graham Catchpole 00:52:04 Bst 

1k Open 10th Claire Palfrey 01:19:28 f/s 

5k Junior Girls 1st Elizabeth Palfrey 01:18:32 f/s 

3k Junior Boys 1st Matthew Longman 00:48:15 f/s 
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3k Junior Girls 1st Francesca Palfrey 00:46:58 f/s 

3k Junior Girls Non Traditional Costume Amy Walker 00:46:26 f/s 

1k Junior Boys 1st Harvey Stoker 01:22:18 f/s 

5k Relay   Up To Our Necks 02:26:39   

5k Relay   Craig Stables 00:35:45   

5k Relay   David McCann 00:28:22   

5k Relay   Shelby Donoghue 00:22:08   

5k Relay   Jane Sendall 00:33:50   

5k Relay   Sarah Cummings 00:26:34   

5k Relay   Fab Four 02:33:45   

5k Relay   Rhys Hutchinson 00:28:34   

5k Relay   Lynne Hutchinson 00:27:55   

5k Relay   Kevin Tate 00:28:59   

5k Relay   Lisa Dewhurst 00:45:20   

5k Relay   Paul Davis 00:22:57   
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Champion of Champions (South) 
18th June 2021 
 
No report submitted 
 
Leslie du Cane 
Swim Secretary 
 
Full Championship Results 
 
Senior Mens 1st James Leitch 04:07:38 f/s 

Senior Mens 2nd John Fischbach 04:23:52 f/s 

Senior Mens 3rd Patrick MacLachlan 04:31:43 f/s 

Senior Mens 4th Andrew Allum 04:33:42 f/s 

Senior Mens 5th David Firmin 04:40:59 f/s 

Senior Mens 6th Miles Worling 04:46:22 f/s 

Senior Mens 7th Paul Leonard 04:51:08 f/s 

Senior Mens 8th James Ingram 05:01:57 f/s 

Senior Mens 9th Daniel Whitaker 05:04:32 f/s 

Senior Mens 10th Nigel Dawson 05:11:55 f/s 

Senior Mens 11th Craig Kircher 05:24:01 f/s 

Senior Mens 12th James Morrison 05:26:17 f/s 

Senior Mens 13th Stephen Maloney 05:40:02 f/s 

Senior Mens 14th Neil Brinkworth 05:40:26 f/s 

Senior Mens 15th Gavin Slater 05:57:36 f/s 

Senior Mens 16th Jeremy Irvine 06:05:00 f/s 

Senior Mens 17th Philip Hodges 06:28:08 f/s 

Senior Mens 18th Riccardo Iacono 07:05:05 f/s 

Senior Ladies 1st Kathryn Perry 04:54:46 f/s 

Senior Ladies 2nd Sally Dyer 05:06:08 f/s 

Senior Ladies 3rd Laura Wilcox 05:06:18 f/s 

Senior Ladies 4th Pauline Poulain 05:30:44 f/s 

Senior Ladies 5th Holly Manktelow 06:03:02 f/s 

Senior Ladies 6th Andrea Ayres 06:05:03 f/s 

Senior Ladies 7th Halani Foulsham 06:17:52 f/s 

Junior Girls 1st Prisha Tapre 05:45:33 f/s 

Junior Boys 1st Dylan Morris 05:19:42 f/s 

Junior Boys 2nd Felipe Irvine 06:02:06 f/s 
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Llyn Tegid (Bala) 
2nd July 2022 
 
It was nice to be back after missing the last 2 years thanks to ‘that’ virus!! 
 
We had a low entry for the weekend this year, I suspect due to various reasons including us 
missing 2 years, some people still not back swimming after the lockdowns and I know several 
regulars were off doing big swims etc. 
 
I was left with a tough decision as to whether to run the event or not and much discussion was 
had as I didn’t want to cost the association a lot of money.  The idea was put to me to consider 
condensing everything into one day, which meant we could save a lot on overheads and keep the 
loss to a much more manageable amount.  We went with this option, unfortunately this meant a 
few swimmers missed out on their swim or a second swim and I really appreciate their 
understanding. 
 
The circuit swim ran as normal in the morning, even though it was a little breezy.  It was nice to 
see some new faces to the BLDSA, they had done mainly open water swimming as part of 
triathlons, I know they enjoyed their experience with us, and I hope they come back for more. 
 
We started the Two Way as usual at the jetty near the water sports centre and the One Way was 
started as these swimmers reached the turn buoy.  The two-way swimmers had to swim into the 
wind on the first leg, one of them enjoyed this more than the following wind on the way back. 
 
I also would like to thank the volunteers who changed their plans to enable the event to go off 
with no more than a few minor blips.  Also doing work behind the scenes before and after with the 
website and finances.  These include Michelle & Richard Hardy, Paul Yorke, Vince Classen, 
Martin & Sue Coates, Simon & Annie, and Louise & Rob Orgill.  I am sure I will have forgotten 
someone, and I apologise but thank you. 
 
Thank You to the Snowdonia National Parks team, The Mayor of Bala, and the Bala Town 
Council for allowing us to hold our event. 
 
I look forward to seeing you again in 2023, for what hopefully will be a busy weekend back on two 
days. 
 
Philip Yorke 
Swim Secretary 
 
1 Way Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser 01:22:16 f/s 

1 Way Ladies 1st B/st Jane Sedman 01:57:20 Bst 

2 Way Men 1st Philip Hodges 03:49:20 f/s 

2 Way Men 2nd Stephen O'Brien 04:33:17 f/s 

3k Ladies 1st Michelle Hardy 01:12:44 f/s 

3k Ladies 2nd Louise Orgill 01:13:06 f/s 

3k Men 1st Andrew Allum 00:53:44 f/s 

3k Non Traditional Costume 1st Leon White 01:06:26 f/s 

3k Non Traditional Costume 2nd Tom Hardwick 01:09:44 f/s 

2k Non Traditional Costume 1st Celia Hardwick 00:59:57 f/s 
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1k Men 1st Darren Heald 00:23:40 f/s 

1k Non Traditional Costume 1st Chris Benton 00:37:00 f/s 

 

 
 
Torbay 
9th July 2022 
 
This is the third year that Helen and myself have run this event.  This time we felt the swim ran 
much smoother as we were drawing on the experience of the previous years and implementing 
some of the valuable feedback we have had from swimmers and kayakers. 
 
It takes a great deal of work to run this swim in trying to pull together all the pieces of the puzzle 
to keep everyone safe out on the water and off the water and at the same time enjoying 
ourselves. 
 
We are pleased to say that our first year without Covid restrictions in place was successful and 
we want to thank all of our participants, kayakers and our wonderful team for helping to keep 
everyone safe on the day. 
 
We feel that the Torbay swim is a very important swim on the BLDSA calendar as it is our 
premium sea swim and represents a tough challenge and is a wonderful stepping stone for solo 
cross channel swimmers. 
 
This swim course was from Meadfoot Beach, Torquay to Fishcombe Cove near Brixham and 
back. 
 
We are very grateful to Simon Pinder and his team at the Torbay and Paignton Harbour Masters 
office.  We have booked the swim for next year which will be Saturday 8th July 2023 with the 
Harbour Master Office and look forward to seeing some returning participants and hopefully some 
new faces. 
 
Day of the Swim:-  
 
This year we were blessed with amazing weather, the sea temperature was 16 -18 degrees 
centigrade and the sun shone all day with light breezes. 
 
There seemed to be lots more smiley faces this year, probably due to the beautiful weather. 
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We always take on board any constructive comments, particularly from swimmers and kayakers 
and we are always striving to improve on the event which we are keen to implement. 
 
The Swim:-  
 
Each participant, including the kayaker, was marked with their number on the hand and shoulder 
and this corresponded to the numbered tabard worn by the kayaker.  We had 28 swimmers on 
the day taking part.  There were reports of a few jelly fish in the Bay but not as bad as previous 
years.  Within the Race we had channel swimmers and also people that were doing the Torbay 
swim for the first time which was a big step up in distance and everybody competed very well.  It 
is often said that although technically it is a Race this event is firmly about individual achievement 
and completing the course. 
 
A big Thank you to all of our Kayakers who were very helpful and very professional as always, 
and it was good to see some returning kayakers keen to support us once more, we really 
appreciate their efforts and support as they are an integral part of this event. 
 
This year we had two additional vessels on the water from a volunteer organisation called 
Northern Exposure.  Once again they slotted in really well with the two vessels from the BLDSA, 
this formed a formidable safety team on the water.  We thank all the rib crews for their 
professionalism. 
 
Many thanks to Philip Yorke and Sue Coates for looking after the First Aid this year.  Always 
reassuring to know that we have capable people looking after the First Aid. 
 
The general public at Meadfoot Beach, many of them familiar faces and locals, really appreciate 
the public address system.  It’s always good to introduce the swimmers on the triumphant return 
to Meadfoot Beach and to share the information about the participants and their challenges 
ahead and completed challenges.  It’s nice to see the swimmers get a well-deserved round of 
applause when they touch the finish buoy. 
 
We hope this gives a professional image of the BLDSA and in announcing who and what the 
BLDSA stand for creates an interesting and memorable event. 
 
We would particularly like to thank everyone on the day that helped make this a success, Brenda 
and Steven Sweet on the turn buoy, Dawn Wilson and Andy Tew Timekeepers, Sue Coates and 
Philip Yorke on First Aid, our Safety Crews for their ongoing professionalism but most of all thank 
you to the participants, swimmers and kayakers, for making the event fun and enjoyable. 
 
It was great to see members of the Exmouth Open Water Swimming Club and some of the retired 
organisers attend our event. 
 
We are an organisation run by Volunteers and the BLDSA is a not for profit organisation with the 
aim of promoting open water swimming. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone on the 8th of July 2023 which will be the 60th time this event 
has been run and we are looking to recognise this on the day. 
 
Steve & Helen Price 
Swim Secretary 
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8 mile Ladies 1st Sally Dyer 03:57:05 f/s 

8 mile Ladies 2nd Laura Hibberd 03:57:53 f/s 

8 mile Ladies 3rd Amy Ennion 03:59:53 f/s 

8 mile Ladies 4th Judith McGregor-Harper 04:14:27 f/s 

8 mile Ladies 5th Juliette Bigley 04:29:41 f/s 

8 mile Ladies 6th Andrea Ayres 04:36:23 f/s 

8 mile Ladies 7th Serena Strickland 05:08:18 f/s 

8 mile Ladies 8th Sue Croft 05:18:17 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Ladies 1st Judith McGregory Harper 02:21:16 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Ladies 2nd Andrea Ayres 02:38:04 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Ladies 3rd Sue Croft 03:05:54 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Ladies DNF Charlotte Goodlet DNF   

8 mile Non Members   Nye Levett 03:17:00 f/s 

8 mile Non Members   Jamie Shattock 05:57:53 f/s 

8 mile Mens 1st Philip Duma 03:02:28 f/s 

8 mile Mens 2nd Justin Palfrey 03:18:32 f/s 

8 mile Mens 3rd Jamie Page 03:28:58 f/s 

8 mile Mens 4th Guy Moar 03:32:05 f/s 

8 mile Mens 5th Paul Leonard 03:40:04 f/s 

8 mile Mens 6th Peter Frost 03:45:03 f/s 

8 mile Mens 7th Hugo Pearson Wood 03:49:11 f/s 

8 mile Mens 8th David Roche 04:01:10 f/s 

8 mile Mens 9th Carlton Chislett 04:07:14 f/s 

8 mile Mens 10th Neil Brinkworth 04:15:35 f/s 

8 mile Mens 11th Daniel Martinez Lobo 04:17:32 f/s 

8 mile Mens 12th Will Smith 04:20:38 f/s 

8 mile Mens 13th James Rann 04:26:20 f/s 

8 mile Mens 14th Robert Drysdale 04:33:11 f/s 

8 mile Mens 15th Donald Perrott 04:33:11 f/s 

8 mile Mens 16th Philip Hodges 04:37:04 f/s 

8 mile Mens 17th Scott Rodger 04:42:45 f/s 

8 mile Mens 18th Mark Westaway 04:53:19 Bst 

8 mile Mens 19th Oliver White 05:03:16 Bst 

� �
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4 mile Veteran Mens 1st Justin Palfrey 01:43:44 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 2nd Guy Moar 01:53:08 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 3rd Paul Leonard 01:56:00 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 4th David Roche 02:06:14 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 5th Carlton Chislett 02:06:43 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 6th James Rann 02:21:38 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 7th Daniel Martinez Lobo 02:23:02 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 8th Will Smith 02:23:49 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 9th Neil Brinkworth 02:26:38 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 10th Donald Perrott 02:34:09 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 11th Robert Drysdale 02:34:13 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 12th Scott Rodger 02:40:38 f/s 

4 mile Veteran Mens 13th Ken Williams 02:56:31 f/s 

4 mile Non Members   Jamie Shattock 03:41:48 f/s 
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Coniston Full Length Course – 5.25 miles 
23rd July 2022 
 
To fill up all those lakes, the Lake District needs plenty of rain.  In contrast to last year’s lovely 
sunny weekend, we had rain almost non-stop on Saturday for the Full Length Swim.  We did 
manage to start the 13 swimmers before the rain came. 
 
A comprehensive briefing pack was sent out to all swimmers and BLDSA sourced kayakers which 
meant that registration was very quick on the day with just the main safety points being repeated 
at the Official Briefing. 
 
Once again being able to use the small beach at the Water Park Lakeland Adventure Centre 
meant that the kayakers could have their briefing while the swimmers walked to the start of the 
event.  By the time the kayakers were briefed and had paddled the short distance across the little 
bay, we were able to set everyone off slightly earlier than planned.  This system works really well. 
 
Entries were very low again this year and we really need to look at ways to address this or we do 
risk losing this swim off the calendar permanently if it doesn’t become a bit more cost effective.  
We still had a couple of new faces again this year but it would have been nice if some of the new 
ones from last year had chosen to take part again this time. 
 
Apparently the swim was in three sections – the first and last thirds of the lake being relatively 
straight forward if a little misty with the bit in the middle being very choppy with low visibility.  Well 
done to the kayakers for keeping everyone on course and bringing them all home! 
 
Nikki Fraser came in First Place in the Ladies event followed by Wendy Figures in Second.  Fiona 
Rae made her debut with a successful swim.  Her time is shown in the “Non Traditional” category 
as she was wearing her wetsuit.  Jaspar Joseph-Lester came in First Place for the Men’s full 
length swim with Mark Westaway swimming a great length of breaststroke just behind him.  We 
had two men in the “Non Traditional” category – Angelo Zavattieri Neto and Drew Fobbester.  
Both men will be appearing later in the season at our Windermere swim and we wish them well 
for that. 
 
The stand-out swim had to come from Bill Hitchcock who completed his longest swim to date in 
an amazing time.  Bill was our oldest competitor on the Saturday and this is what he had to say: 
 
“my aching triceps cannot wipe the smile off my face when I reflect on yesterday’s performance. I 
exceeded my own expectations by a mile. I’d like to thank you for making that possible.” 
 
Another swimmer said: 
 
“It was such a lovely day, and I thoroughly enjoyed it.  The event was so well organised and safe, 
thank you so much for it.” 
 
Due to the rain, we did have what was probably the quickest presentation on record as I think 
everyone was keen to go and get dry!  Certificates, swim hats and an embroidered beanie hat 
were given to all along with a slice of cake to celebrate the birthday on the Sunday of 
Stephen Smith.  Steve was swimming the short course but he had come to support the Saturday 
swim too.  Cake always goes down well with swimmers!  There had been another smaller 
celebration at the end of the Lake for Jean Wilkin-Oxley.  Jean had accompanied Francis and 
Lois to help me out with the swims and it was the 50th Anniversary of her Channel Swim.  Jean 
swam in 1972 and was, at age 17, the youngest and fastest British girl to complete the crossing in 
a time of 14 hours 50 minutes. 
 
I have to thank all the kayakers for their support on the water but particularly to those kayakers 
that returned from last year.  Once again, they all rose to the challenge and really embraced 
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everything that the BLDSA stands for.  It really can’t have been very pleasant sitting in a kayak in 
the rain.  Michael Moore was the escort for Andrew Wells, Gayle Moore accompanied 
Elizabeth Davey, Alex Roots kayaked for Drew Fobbester and Matthew Fearn for Fiona Rae.  
Particular thanks have to go to Robert Orgill for stepping in at the last minute to kayak for 
Angelo Zavattieri Neto. 
 
You will all know that these events cannot be conducted without an army of unsung heroes 
behind the scenes – the volunteers that come out to assist and I am extremely grateful to my 
team for the day: 
 
Timekeepers – Francis Zielinski (also Safeguarding Officer and Race Control!) and Lois McCray. 
First Aid – My sister, Karen Astbury and her husband Paul were persuaded to take on the First 
Aid roles again for a second year. 
Safety Boat Teams – Richard Hardy (Safety Officer) and Helen Brindle, Mick Blackburn and 
David Kershaw. 
Thanks also go to Louise Orgill for coming to watch how the event is run with a view to maybe 
taking on more of a role next year and to Robert Orgill who thought he was coming to do the 
same but ended up in a kayak!! 
 
It goes without saying that I am grateful to the all the swimmers that entered and I congratulate all 
of you on your successful swims but I think the biggest thanks, on your behalf, has to go to all 
those friends and family members who came to support you – I think you had the drier option 
actually being in the Lake!  I look forward to seeing you all again next year.  The date for this 
swim will be Saturday 22nd July 2023. 
 
Michelle Hardy 
Swim Secretary 
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Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser 02:28:02 f/s 

Ladies 2nd Wendy Figures 02:52:33 f/s 

Ladies 3rd Jane Sedman 03:35:47 Bst 

Ladies 4th Elizabeth Davey 03:44:01 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Fiona Rae 02:58:05 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Angelo Zavattieri Neto 03:01:13 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Drew Fobbester 04:24:35 f/s 

Mens 1st Jaspar Joseph-Lester 02:59:02 f/s 

Mens 2nd Mark Westaway 03:00:37 Bst 

Mens 3rd Bill Hitchcock 03:11:51 f/s 

Mens 4th Stephen O'Brien 03:12:13 f/s 

Mens 5th Andrew Wells 03:18:29 f/s 

Mens 6th Philip Yorke 04:08:27 Bst 

 
Coniston Short Course – approx. 3.85 miles 
24th July 2022 
 
To the onlooker, the Lake looked much better than the Saturday – at least there was no rain.  It 
soon became clear though that the Shorter Swim was going to have its own challenges.  
Jo Blackburn and Ian Barber had kayaked to the start of the event and were able to provide us 
with a summary of the exceptionally choppy and windy conditions on the lake.  This was 
confirmed when the Safety Boats arrived and Richard called the conditions “questionable”. 
 
Andrew Wells and Philip Yorke chose to swim the double again, having already swum the day 
before.  Entries were exceptionally low with only 6 swimmers in total.  We may have to consider 
amalgamating the two swims on the same day in future, if that is feasible but it would put an end 
to being able to swim in both events. 
 
Celia Hardwick, wearing her wetsuit came home first assisted by her kayaker, Ian Barber (in her 
words – he didn’t seem phased by anything!) and less than 45 minutes later, the event had 
finished.   Andrew Wells was the first swimmer in traditional swimwear with kayaker Jo Blackburn, 
followed by birthday boy Stephen Smith (and kayaker Matthew Fearn).  Philip Yorke (partnered 
by Aaron Daniels) came in just before Alex Sedman.  Jane Sedman was Alex’s kayaker and they 
switched from yesterday when Alex had kayaked for Jane. 
 
Ian Barber proved to be “Kayaker of the Day” again this year.  Last year, he partnered Cecilia – 
this year it was Celia!  It was only Celia’s second swim with the BLDSA and she just wanted to 
finish and preferably with a big smile on her face.  Well she succeeded in both of those things 
which can be clearly seen on our social media through the lovely photos taken by her husband, 
Tom Hardwick. 
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The volunteer team was the same as the previous day and a similar presentation was held with 
the exception of cake! 
 
I thank each and every one of you for a wonderful weekend and I look forward to doing all again 
in 2023!!!  The date will be Sunday 23rd July 2023. 
 
Michelle Hardy 
Swim Secretary 
 
Ladies 1st Alex Sedman 03:13:46 f/s 

Mens 1st Andrew Wells 02:32:49 f/s 

Mens 2nd Stephen Smith 03:06:13 f/s 

Mens 3rd Philip Yorke 03:11:55 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Celia Hardwick 02:30:04 f/s 

 

 
 
Ullswater 
13th August 2022 
 
No report submitted 
 
Debbie Taylor 
Swim Secretary 
 
Results 
 
Mens 1st Peter Frost 03:29:59 f/s 

Mens 2nd Stephen Smith 03:55:03 f/s 

Mens 3rd Andrew Middleton 03:56:01 f/s 

Mens 4th Jaspar Joseph-Lester 04:10:41 f/s 

Mens 1st B/stroke Mark Westaway 04:40:03 Bst 
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Mens 2nd B/stroke Philip Yorke 05:57:10 Bst 

Non Traditional Costume   Ceri Edwards 02:43:47 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Lucy Colquhoun 04:06:51 f/s 

 

  
 
Derwentwater Triangle Championship 
14th August 2022 
 
It was a glorious day for this 5-mile swim.  It was sunny and calm with beautiful views – the lake 
was busy with a variety of craft and users enjoying the conditions.  The paddlers cooled down by 
splashing themselves with the clear waters of the lake.  The safety crew asked for rain please, 
one was even heard to ask for rougher conditions! The event was free of incident. 
 
We only had 7 swimmers, more entered but for a variety of reasons were unable to come.  The 
first woman to finish was in a non-traditional swimsuit (as in a wetsuit) this was Ceri Edwards who 
set a cracking pace with a time of 1 hour 50 minutes.  Ceri has competed at an international level, 
and it was a pleasure to see her at a BLDSA event.  Lucy Colquhoun again non-traditionally 
attired came in second with a time of 2:38:40. 
 
Nikki Fraser was first woman in traditional swimwear with a time of 2:36:32 followed by 
Louise Orgill of 3:02:51. 
 
We had 2 male breaststroke swimmers with Mark Westaway (3:09:11) coming home in front of 
Philip Yorke (4:12:36).  Steven Smith was our only Freestyle male, and wore traditional trunks 
hitting the finishing buoy in 2:29:00. 
 
Swimming these events requires a team effort, so many thanks to the kayakers who supported 
their swimmers, especially those who offered to paddle at the last minute, (or a few days’ notice). 
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Many thanks to all our safety boat crew and the other volunteers. 
 
We very much appreciated the first aider who again offered to help at short notice. 
 
Vince Classen, BLDSA president gave out certificates, hats, and badges to all who completed. 
Everyone who started this swim finished, so well done all. 
 
Annie Stafford 
Swim Secretary 
 
Mens 1st Stephen Smith 02:29:00 f/s 

Mens 1st B/stroke Mark Westaway 03:09:11 Bst 

Mens 2nd B/stroke Philip Yorke 04:12:36 Bst 

Non Traditional Costume   Ceri Edwards 01:50:00 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Lucy Colquhoun 02:38:40 f/s 

Ladies 1st Nikki Fraser 02:26:32 f/s 

Ladies 2nd Louise Orgill 03:02:51 f/s 
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North Lakes Challenge 
 
This is for those who swim both Ullswater on the Saturday and Derwentwater on the Sunday or 
swim one event and kayak the other. 
 
All those who entered these 2 swims completed both courses.  There were 5 swimmers in total, 
Ceri, Lucy, Stephen, Mark and Philip. 
 
Inevitably there are a variety of reasons for withdrawing from events and we very much 
appreciated that all told us in advance. 
 
Next year’s swims should be the weekend of 12/13 August 2023. 
 
North Lakes Results 
 
Mens 1st Stephen Smith   06:24:03 f/s 

Mens 1st 
B/stroke

Mark Westaway   07:49:14 Bst 

Mens 2nd 
B/stroke

Philip Yorke   10:09:46 Bst 

Non Traditional Costume   Ceri Edwards   04:33:47 f/s 

Non Traditional Costume   Lucy Colquhoun   06:45:31 f/s 
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St Mary’s Loch Report 
10th September 2022 
 
Message from Janet Wilson: 
 
The events at St Mary’s were run on the day by Nikki Fraser, with advice from Jean Wilkin Oxley 
as I was committed to a wedding that weekend.  Well done to everyone who completed a swim at 
this beautiful venue in the Scottish Borders.  This is an expensive event to organise due to the 
remoteness of the venue and it's distance from where our safety cover and officials need to come 
from, so please carry on supporting it next year, so that we can cover our costs.  The 2023 event 
will be on Saturday 2nd September. 
 
Report written by Nikki Fraser: 
 
Our swim at St Mary’s Loch took place on the 10th September this year.  St Mary’s is wonderful, 
remote part of Scotland and many of us feel one of the highlights of the BLDSA swim calendar.  
This year however, we considered at length whether it was appropriate to allow the event to take 
place after the unfortunate passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  After much deliberation 
we felt it was a fitting tribute to join together in the beautiful countryside and honour her memory.  
A minute of silence was held as a mark of respect prior to the swim commencing. 
 
We initially had 20 entrants for the 3 swims planned throughout the day.  Understandably we had 
a few late withdrawals as they felt it appropriate to remain at home at this sad time. 
 
The first swim of the day was the 1km swim for which we were very happy to welcome some new 
faces!  We had 8 swimmers for this event who all entered the water with smiles on their faces.  
Our first swimmer home was Claire Beaumont, closely followed by Ruth Ballard and Amy Craig.  
All of our 1km swimmers finished and it was lovely to see that the big smiles remained on their 
faces!  Everyone seemed to really enjoy their swim which was a pleasure to see. 
 
Next we started the 3 mile and 6 mile events, in which swimmers head to the North end of the 
Loch and back.  For this we had 2 swimmers aiming to complete each distance.  In the 3 mile 
event Jane and Alex Sedman enjoyed a length of the Loch each.  William Smith was our first two 
way swimmer to complete followed by Andrew Wells.  Everyone swam well and again finished 
their swims in good spirits. 
 
After the swim our kind hosts Alistair and Eleanor provided us with a delicious evening meal at 
the Tibbie Shiel‘s Inn.  We all enjoyed a lovely evening with great company, whilst also making 
use of the ample camping space offered for everyone who attends the swim. 
 
I’d like to thank all of my fantastic volunteers who helped us organise another successful event.  
A special thanks to the president of the BLDSA, Vince Classen for attending and greeting 
swimmers home and of course Alistair and Eleanor for their friendly hospitality as always. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all to St Mary’s loch next year! 
 
Nikki Fraser and Janet Wilson 
St Mary’s Loch Swim Secretary 
 
2 Way Mens 1st William Smith 03:00:45 f/s 

2 Way Mens 2nd Andrew Wells 03:45:38 f/s 

1 Way Ladies 1st Jane Sedman 02:15:52 Bst 

1 Way Ladies 2nd Alex Sedman 02:26:09 f/s 
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1 km Open 1st Claire Beaumont 00:23:34 f/s 

1 km Open 2nd Ruth Ballard 00:25:53 f/s 

1 km Open 3rd Amy Craig 00:26:27 f/s 

1 km Open 4th Sue Cummins 00:28:09 f/s 

1 km Open 5th Izzie Hutchinson 00:30:22 f/s 

1 km Open 6th Owen Roberts 00:36:11 f/s 

1 km Open 7th Juliana Amaral 00:43:39 f/s 

1 km Open 8th Alice Fisher 00:43:45 f/s 
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Windermere 
17th September 2022 
 
Here we are at the last event of the season, which I expected to be attending as the BLDSA 
President, not as the Windermere Swim Secretary.  This came about when the elected Swim 
Secretary resigned on the 20th July, with 8 weeks to go.  In situations like this the Executive either 
look to another on the Swim Sub-committee, to run the event or the Executive take it over.  
Unfortunately, the only person on the sub-committee could not take the event on, so as President 
it seemed to me to be easier if I simply took over and went with it.  There was still a lot of the 
organisation to sort out, there were 28 swimmers chomping at the bit, and the small issue of only 
8 of them had kayakers of their own and the remainder had asked the BLDSA to supply kayakers.  
There was a very small list of kayakers from the previous year to be asked and once the number 
was resolved, the rest to be found, so the search was on for 22 kayakers so there were 2 
“Spares” just in case and one was actually needed during the event. 
 
On the day, at my accommodation I was up at the crack of sparrows to find the car completely 
covered in frost, that had not been ordered, so out with the trusty credit card and on with the 
scraping.  Then off to Fell Foot, arriving just after the two Safety Boats had been launched, kudos 
to the Crews.  Helloes and handshakes all round, then off to set up Registration with Jacky, there 
was a nominal low lying mist over the ground and water, but it was getting lighter as the sun was 
trying hard to climb into the sky.  The café was busy getting food prepared and the boilers were 
on the go, and as always people started arriving.  There were lots of the usual meets and greets 
going on with Swimmers and Kayakers meeting in person, to finalise plans, load equipment and 
food onto the kayaks and friendships being renewed or made for the first time as is always the 
case with BLDSA events. 
 
Then it’s all hands to the pumps for the Officials, booking in 22 Swimmers, 24 Kayakers and 14 
Officials.  Boat Stewards, scurrying around looking to check the kayaks and assist in seeking any 
missing items such as Flag Alphas, Poles for Flag Alphas, Gaffer Tape for Flag Poles, Whistles, 
etc. it always amazes me, there are comprehensive lists of what you need for the event, but 
invariably people still turn up without some of the essentials.  There were maps available for any 
kayakers needing them, Marker Pens being brandished for swimmer’s numbers for the Swimmers 
arms and Kayakers hands.  A quiet but strange cackling in the background and a clicking of 
scissor blades and eagle eyes looking for the costume which does not quite meet our stringent 
criteria of the Traditional attire, but the cackling was not needed as all was well in the costume 
department. 
 
Then it was time for the first swimmer to set off, two waves were planned but one swimmer had a 
mile time of 55 minutes and having him set off extra early, before the first wave seemed to be a 
good solution to the time required and being able to get the presentation done in a timely manner 
at the end of the day for most of the entrants.  A full briefing had been sent to the Swimmers, 
Kayakers and Officials for information to cut down on time at the start of the day and only some 
minor updates were required such as the water temperature, which was 16.5, there was no sign 
of the dreaded Blue-Green Algae and the weather which was slightly breezy from North to South.  
Then all too soon it was 09:00 and the First wave was underway to much applause.  Then it was 
a time to draw breath, coffee and breakfast buns for all and hurry up and wait, until the second 
wave at 10:30.   The second wave was sent on their way on time and the shore based people 
headed off to their designated locations leaving behind one first aid team, which would remain 
until the swimmers had made progress up Windermere and the second first aid team took over 
half way up, allowing the first team to leapfrog to the finish, honestly a sight worth seeing if you 
ever get the chance, I digress. 
 
In the meantime, I had driven to the finish at Ambleside to set up camp and await the retinue to 
catch up during the day.  News came in about a couple of swimmers for whom it was not their 
day and they had sensibly retired.  Sitting waiting for the Officials and supporters to turn up 
allowed me to get some additional paperwork completed and signed off.  Several times people 
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would stop and ask what was going on and they were very interested and surprised to hear of the 
exploits of our swimmers on the day and the BLDSA in general.  One was the local MP 
Tim Farron who wished the swimmers and kayakers good fortune and thanked the Officials and 
Committee of the BLDSA for their efforts running the Association, then he carried on with his 
training run in preparation for the London Marathon.  It was pleasing to make the acquaintance of 
two BLDSA members of old, one of whom was Life Member of the Association Carole Macdonald 
who was in Ambleside on holiday from Broughty Ferry, who later in the day met up with many she 
knew from when she was an active swimmer.  The other was Phil Reed who had been a member 
back in the 80’s, again he just happened to be in the area on holiday from Wales and had seen 
some swimmers and called in on spec.  Phil, is keen to renew his ties with the Association and 
intends joining for 2023 and getting back on the tour. 
 
Things were getting busy with the First Aid tent making an appearance and being put up, and 
fastened down, not that there was much of a breeze.  This was to be put to good use later when a 
kayaker who had been washed out of her Kayak by a wave from a passing ferry was brought in 
by a rescue boat and taken into the tent to warm up and get into some dry clothing.  Then again 
in use later when a swimmer was brought in with leg cramps. 
 
Things continued to progress, and news came of the First Swimmer who was due in.  Because of 
the two waves swimmers started coming in, in dribs and drabs some from each of the waves was 
proving to be a talking point and having waves of swimmers was keeping everyone guessing as 
to what the order of the finishers was. 
 
Some swimmers were just finishing and casually walking away and some it had obviously taken a 
bit out of were in need of some assistance to exit the water and be helped to get seated, dried off 
and into warm clothes.  With the last of the two waves finished and ashore, the presentation was 
convened and with the assistance of Past Presidents Jean Wilkin Oxley and Janet Wilson, each 
swimmer received a commemorative medal, a Windermere Swim hat and a Certificate with their 
time taken on it, each to rapturous applause.  A few moments of humour were available as 
Wendy Figures collected hers and was stopped from leaving, so she could be presented with her 
certificate from 2021 which had not been able to be presented on the day. 
 
There were also a few minutes taken to present Swim Recognition certificates to Adrian Rotchell 
for his Loch Ness swim in July and Philip Yorke’s, two way Coniston in August.  Then the 
Presidential Collar of Office was handed over to Amanda Bell to present one of the BLDSA 
Annual Awards for 2021 which could not be presented earlier in the year to Holly Rotchell.  This 
was the Tom Butcher award Presented to the Junior Swimmer of the Year in BLDSA events who 
has demonstrated outstanding effort throughout the season. 
 
Presentations over and the season almost at an end it was handshakes and hugs all round and 
off home for most of the swimmers and kayakers.  Transport was organised for some who 
needed to get back to Fell Foot for their own cars. 
 
However, there was one swimmer Drew Fobbester still in the water, remember the solo swimmer 
who set off early, well he was still plodding along, but his 55 minute mile had slipped somewhat to 
circa 65 minute miles. 
 
Drew by now had passed the official cut off time (9 Hours) therefore he was no longer in the 
Championship but was undertaking an individual attempt.  In the best traditions of the BLDSA 
there were those who still wanted to remain in support of Drew, and we sat around having food, 
drinks and a chat and waited.  It is one of the finer points of the membership of the Association 
that support is shown to everyone regardless of their speed but simply supporting the person with 
their own challenge.  Drew succeeded in completing in 11:39:15 arriving at Ambleside at 
19:54hrs.  A second presentation was organised, and Drew also received a Medal, a Windermere 
Swim Hat and an appropriately endorsed Certificate of Completion. 
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Then it was finish packing equipment and paperwork and off for evening meal and a cheeky glass 
or two of Red.  Then give it a couple of days to chill, then back on the computer to complete the 
finances, send out thanks to the Officials, Swimmers, Kayakers and Staff of Fell Foot for their 
help on the day. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone for the support shown in the build-up and on the day, 
especially my wife Jacky without whom I think I probably would have thrown in the towel.  The 
2023 event is on the 9th September by which time a new Swim Secretary should be holding the 
reins. 
 
Vince Classen 
Windermere Swim Secretary 2022 
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10.5 miles Ladies 1st Linda Clarke 05:29:35 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies 2nd Wendy Figures 06:36:42 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies 3rd Sally Phillips 07:09:51 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies 4th Kate Robarts 07:29:46 f/s 

10.5 miles Ladies DNF Olivia Michelmore DNF   

10.5 miles Mens 1st Chris Cook 04:45:20 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 2nd Dario Fernandez 06:03:55 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 3rd James Rann 06:38:18 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 4th Dominic Mullan 06:50:09 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 5th Andy Thomas 07:13:56 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 6th Martin Waterhouse 07:16:35 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens 7th Andrew Wells 07:33:47 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens   Drew Fobbester 11:39:15 f/s 

10.5 miles Mens DNF Tomas Meca DNF   

10.5 miles Mens DNF Bill Hitchcock DNF   

10.5 miles Mens DNF Michael Tsang DNF   

10.5 miles Junior Girls 1st Holly Rotchell 05:04:13 f/s 

10.5 miles Junior Girls 2nd Prisha Tapre 06:43:45 f/s 

10.5 miles Non Traditional Costume   Lucinda Bayliss 05:35:03 f/s 

10.5 miles Non Traditional Costume   Maki Kasai 07:18:44 f/s 

10.5 miles Non Traditional Costume   Justine Sore 08:01:45 f/s 
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One Hour Swim Challenge & 30 Minute Swim Challenge 2022 
 
The OHC and 30 MC have been well supported this year, with entries significantly higher than 
2021.  I have enjoyed seeing entries from familiar names and new comers alike.  Whether it is 
your first time entering the event or it is part of your regular swim calendar, it is great to have you 
with us and we hope we will see you next year. 
 
We had more entries in the team events this year which was really nice to see – some new 
records set by these teams too.  Good to see strong entries by some more mature swimmers! 
 
Well done to all swimmers and supporters – the event could not run without the enthusiasm and 
practical support of coaches, counters and administrators and we do appreciate your help. 
 
The event was extended to the end of March this year, which aimed to give swimmers a little 
more time to train and submit their entries.  We have consulted swimmers about their preferences 
for next year, as we aim to continue to respond to swimmers’ feedback, running an event that 
caters for as many diverse abilities & circumstances as possible. 
 
Congratulations to new record holders in the One Hour Challenge and the 30 Minute Challenge.  
Quite a number of records were broken this year, both as individual swimmers and in the team 
event.  Please see the published results on the website for details. 
 
My thanks also to the BLDSA committee for their continued support, both spoken and practical. 
 
See you in 2023! 
 
Caroline Lewis 
One Hour Swim Challenge Secretary 
bldsaonehourchallenge@gmail.com 
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Officers’ Reports 
 
Membership Administrator’s Report 
 
Memberships for 2022 wef 24th October 2022. 
 
318 Members. 
230 Seniors, 101 were new this year. 
157 are Veterans, 62 were new this year. 
42 are Masters, 12 were new this year. 
8 Juniors, 7 were new this year. 
38 social members. 
There are 54 “Active” Life Members. 
 
There were 6 Affiliate clubs.  Isle of Wight Marlins, Brighton Swimming Club, Chester Tri, 
YeAABA, Grimsby & Cleethorpes Water Rats and Warrington Dolphins 
 
Memberships for 2023 opened on the 1st November the same date as the events were opened to 
enable annual membership to be in place for the events. 
 
Vince Classen 
Membership Administrator 
 
Hon. Recorder’s Report 
 
Completed Swim Recognitions for 2022 
 
BRISTOL CHANNEL 11.3 miles 
Penarth to Sand Bay Beach 
SOLO SWIM 
 
Kathryn Borrowdale, 8th July 2022,. 6 hrs 29 mins 36 secs 
 
BRISTOL CHANNEL – 16 miles 
Glenthorne Cove to Porthcawl Beach 
SOLO SWIMS 
 
Lee Johnson, 22nd June 2022, 11hrs, 43mins, 36secs 
Sarah Philpott, 22nd June 2022, 12hrs, 21mins, 24secs 
 
LOCH LOMOND 21.6 miles 34.8 kms 
Ardlui to Drumkinnon Bay Balloch 
SOLO SWIM 
 
Robert Johmann, 31st July 2022, 12hrs, 3mins, 0secs 
 
LOCH NESS 22.5 miles 36.2 kms 
Fort Augustus to Loch End 
SOLO SWIM 
 
Adrian Rotchell, 18th July 2022, 14hrs, 30mins, 56secs 
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LOCH NESS 22.5 miles 36.2 kms 
Loch End to Fort Augustus 
SOLO SWIMS 
 
Piotr Biankowski, 22nd July 2022, 12hrs, 16mins, 25secs 
Rostislav Vitek, 23rd July 2022, 10hrs, 23mins, 14secs 
Adrian Sarchet, 31st July 2022, 15hrs, 39mins, 6secs 
Joanna Stokoe, 3rd August 2022, 18hrs 19mins, 46secs 
Arleen González Pérez, 21st August 2022, 14hrs, 38mins, 49secs 
 
AROUND JERSEY 
SOLO SWM 
 
Fiona Mildner, 13th June 2022, 10hrs 26mins, 13secs 
 
WINDERMERE 10.5 miles 
Fellfoot to Waterhead 
SOLO SWIM 
 
Harry Middleton, 5th September 2022, 4hrs, 20mins, 11secs 
 
TWO-WAY CONISTON 10.5 miles 
Monk Coniston to Monk Coniston 
SOLO SWIM 
 
Philip Yorke, 7th August 2022, 9hrs, 50mins, 23secs 
 
LOCH NESS 22.5 miles 36.2 kms 
Fort Augustus to Loch End 
RELAY SWIM 
 
“Loch Ness Swimming Challenge Hong Kong Team” 27th July 2022, 11hrs, 29mins, 27secs 
Four Person Mixed Relay 
Chun Kong Mak, Ryan Chun Hay Leung, Eliza Lai Shan Chang, Angela Hing Wah Ng 
Fastest Four Person Mixed Relay 
 
LOCH NESS 22.5 miles 36.2 kms 
Loch End to Fort Augustus 
RELAY SWIM 
 
“One Day Wonders” 22nd August 2022, 10hrs, 32mins, 4secs 
Four Person Gents Relay 
Matthew Chadwick, James Bell, Daniel Hanlon, Jonathan Exall 
Fastest Four Person Gents Relay – Fastest Four Person Relay 
 
TWO-WAY LOCH NESS 45 miles – INAUGURAL RECORD 
Fort Augustus to Loch End to Fort Augustus 
RELAY SWIM 
 
“Kingfisher’s Swimming Club” 14th/15th August 2022, 26hrs, 48mins, 4secs 
Five Person Mixed Relay 
Georgia Amison, Maddy Adams, Colleen Blair, Bill Hitchcock, Jane Sedman 
Inaugural Five Person Mixed Two Way Relay – Fastest Five Person Two Way Relay 
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ISLES OF SCILLY – 28 miles 
Nanjizal Beach, Cornwall – St Marys, Isles of Scilly 
RELAY SWIM 
 
“Plymouth Open Water Swimmers Isles of Scilly Relay Team 2022” 19th September 2022 
13hrs, 17mins, 19secs 
Six Person Mixed Relay 
Denise Ward, Jacob Roberts, Lindsey Walke, Neil Brinkworth, Amanda Holland, Mike Goodman 
 
LOCH LOMOND 21.6 miles 34.8 kms 
Drumkinnon Bay Balloch to Ardlui 
RELAY SWIM 
 
“Four Thistles” 26th August 2022 , 14hrs, 27mins, 24secs 
Four Person Ladies Relay 
Morven Bridges, Sarah Wiseman, Zoe Laird, Helen Beveridge 
 
LOCH MORAR 11.2 miles 18.0 kms – INAUGURAL RECORD 
Morar to Oban Bothy 
RELAY SWIM 
 
“Scottish Squids” 28th August 2022, 7hrs, 3mins, 5secs 
Two Person Ladies Relay 
Morven Bridges, Sarah Wiseman 
Inaugural Two Person Ladies Relay 
 
LOCH MORAR 11.2 miles 18.0 kms 
Oban Bothy to Morar 
RELAY SWIM 
 
“Two Thistles” 28th August 2022, 9hrs, 54mins, 2secs 
Two Person Ladies Relay 
Zoe Laird, Helen Beveridge 
 
LOCH AWE 21 miles 39 kms – INAUGURAL RECORD 
Torran Bay to Railway Bridge, Dalmally 
RELAY SWIM 
 
“The Three Dugongs” 20th September 2022, 14hrs, 31mins, 22secs 
Morven Bridges, Sarah Wiseman, Zoe Laird 
Inaugural Three Person Ladies Relay 
 
Philip Yorke 
Recorder 
 
Hon. Publicity Officer’s Report 
 
There is currently no Publicity Officer in post and a group of Committee Members held a Zoom 
meeting to discuss publicity to see if we could find a way forward to promote the BLDSA more.  A 
number of suggestions were made including newsletters, more advertising, running competitions, 
holding “interviews” with swimmers that could be used for promotion of events etc.  Some of 
these were trialled but there still doesn’t appear to have been much success.  This is quite a time 
consuming role given that all the people that attended the meeting already have roles within the 
BLDSA but we shall try to persevere in the absence of an Officer.  If anyone has experience with 
Marketing/Publicity/Advertising and would like to join in with this, please let one of the Committee 
members know. 
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Hon. Safety Officer’s Report 
 
The season started with a new swim held at Thrybergh Country Park.  A fantastic event was 
organised by Kevin Welsh with no problems at all.  A gentle baptism for David Kershaw on his 
first crew role in new surroundings, handling the boat with all the skill and dexterity we have come 
to expect from our team.  The sea swims were another great success with no escaping buoys at 
Dover and no rogue kayakers at Torbay. 
 
The weather was kind at most of the Lake District events and Windermere gave the crews and 
the first aid teams a good work out.  Windermere also saw a very late finish for the crews whilst 
ensuring the last swimmer got back to Ambleside after over 11 hours in the water.  This gave the 
crews the chance to practice a long dark night run back to Fellfoot and a dark boat recovery. 
What a brilliant team they are – always going above and beyond in the interest of making sure 
swimmers realise their dreams. 
 
Michelle and I attended the Isle of Wight Pier to Pier swim in June again and this time the event 
went ahead in fabulous sunshine and fairly calm sea conditions.  The purpose of the visit to the 
event (apart from Michelle swimming it) was to check that the affiliate organisations adhere to our 
safety procedures and rules.  I’m very pleased to say the Isle of Wight Marlins passed with flying 
colours and took on board the comments that I made with enthusiasm to make the event even 
safer.  I hope to visit some other affiliate swims next season. (Please note all costs for this trip 
were covered by Michelle and me). 
 
Throughout the season we have had more contacts from potential new affiliate clubs.  These are 
currently being vetted for suitability within our insurance remit.  Whilst we want to encourage new 
swimming clubs to come under our umbrella I also want to assure you, the members, that any 
and all the BLDSA’s insurance liabilities are carefully considered and that no unnecessary liability 
exposure occurs. 
 
We are constantly on the lookout for new additions to the safety team, like Nikki and David who 
have now joined the committee.  They will bring new perspectives and ideas to running the club in 
the hope we can make it better for swimmers old and new.  If you have any ideas you would like 
to see implemented or even tried at our events then please contact me or any of the committee. 
 
Finally a huge thankyou to the safety crews and committee members who make the BLDSA a joy 
to be involved with and to all the new and regular swimmers.  See you all in the New Year. 
 
Richard Hardy 
Hon. Safety Officer 
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Hon. Rescue Boat Coordinator’s Report 
 
It was nice to have a much more normal season this year without the interruptions and 
procedures necessitated by Covid with old fixtures returning to the calendar and new events 
added. 
 
For various reasons I only managed to get to Torbay and Windermere this year, both events were 
very well run with a superb atmosphere and a pleasure to attend. 
 
As always big thanks to Mick, Martyn, and Richard, for crewing and towing the boats around the 
country and to those who have crewed our safety boats over the season, Andy, David, Paul and 
Helen.  Thanks to Richard and Mick for organising boat storage. Thanks also to Northern 
Exposure who provided an additional RIB and safety crew at our Torbay event.  Special thanks 
need to go to Andy, David, Mick and Martyn, our crews at Windermere for being out on the water 
in excess of 12 hours supporting Drew in completing his fantastic swim.  These four along with 
the swim officials on the day are a fantastic example of the BLDSA spirit in supporting people in 
achieving their dreams. 
 
Both boats ran well over the season however with SwimSafe now 10 years old we need to look to 
the future and start planning for her eventual retirement and replacement. 
 
Chris Hickling 
Rescue Boat Co-ordinator 
 
Hon. Dinner Secretary’s Report 
 
There is no Dinner Secretary in post and therefore I agreed to organise the 2022 Dinner Venue. 
 
It had already been in the pipeline to try something new for the Annual Dinner for a while and 
therefore the AGM was held on a Saturday afternoon followed by an informal meal at Brathay 
Hall in Ambleside.  This meant that once the formal part of the day had finished, everyone could 
relax and enjoy the evening. 
 
The venue was received well on the whole, particularly with it being located on the shores of 
Windermere and some lucky people managed to swim 3 or 4 times over the weekend.  We were 
well looked after by the staff and the food was some of the best we have had. 
 
Thank you to those people that sent in photographs that helped to “decorate” the room. 
 
To break the ice – if such a thing was needed – a very silly game was played with everyone 
joining in and during the dinner, we held a light-hearted quiz.  Thank you to everyone for 
participating and making it a lot of fun! 
 
After the meal was finished we retired to a comfortable lounge where the History Books of the 
BLDSA had been laid out by Margaret Smith and were available to read.  A montage of 
photographs from the season played on a loop on a screen and we were all thoroughly 
entertained by Steve Price singing and playing on his guitar.  There were some very 
rumbunctious renditions as the evening wore on! 
 
The 2023 AGM and Dinner will follow the same format at the same venue but we are always 
open to suggestions, so please let us know if you have any ideas for an alternative venue. 
 
Michelle Hardy 
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200 Club 
 
Month Amt No Name Amt No Name Amt No Name 

Jan £10 7 Vince 
Classen 

£10 18 Jacky 
Classen 

£5 101 Philip 
Yorke 

Feb £10 76 Leslie du 
Cane 

£10 87 Leslie 
du Cane 

£5 26 Mrs M 
Perry 

March £10 73 Keith 
Coleman 

£10 52 Helen 
Beveridge 

£5 2 Steve 
Lawson 

AGM £20 10 Carol 
MacDonald 

£20 12 Leslie 
du Cane 

N/A   

April £10 33 Kevin 
Murphy 

£10 76 Leslie 
du Cane 

£5 45 Amanda 
Bell 

May £10 23 Carol 
Butler 

£10 89 Steve 
Lawson 

£5 8 Vince 
Classen 

June £10 28 Graham 
Smith 

£10 37 Graham 
McIntyre 

£5 60 Enid 
Simister 

July £10 45 Amanda 
Bell 

£10 92 Leslie 
du Cane 

£5 15 Greta 
Gall 

Aug £10 116 Liane 
Llewellyn-
Hickling

£10 27 Leslie 
du Cane 

£5 65 Helen 
Beveridge 

Sept £10 48 Vince 
Classen 

£10 102 Joe 
Wilkin-
Oxley

£5 142 Ruth 
Garnish 

Oct £10 92 Leslie du 
Cane 

£10 132 Leslie 
du Cane 

£5 34 Leslie du 
Cane 

Nov £10 129 Jacky 
Classen 

£10 114 Jacky 
Classen 

£5 132 Leslie du 
Cane 

Dec £10 88 Richard 
Garnish 

£10 30 Richard 
Garnish 

£5 37 Graham 
McIntyre 

 
Congratulations to the 2022 winners.  There are currently only 113 tickets in the draw so 87 
available to you today, at £6 per number per year and they are all in every draw during the 
season so potentially 38 chances of your number being drawn during the year. 
 
Please consider giving that additional little support to your association and there is always the 
potential to win your money back during the year. 
 
Please contact me to organise your numbers and be ready for the first draw for 2023. 
 
Vince Classen 
200 Club Administrator 
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Affiliated Club Reports 
 
Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club 
The Pier 2 Pier Sea Swim event on the Isle of Wight – At Last Very Successful 
 
The IOW Marlins Pier2Pier Swim Challenge on Saturday 30th July saw 124 swimmers from 
across the Island and the Mainland, complete the swim from Sandown Pier to Shanklin Rowing 
Club Beach, most of them having registered for the 2020 swim that COVID cancelled and the 
2021 in which the weather won. 
 
In the most glorious sunshine, and warm 19 degree sea, the swimmers took a range of times 
from 34:44 minutes to 57:04 minutes to swim the 2Km course across the Bay.  The swimmers 
safety was looked after by a flotilla of craft, led by the Sandown & Shanklin Independent and the 
Ryde Inshore Independent Lifeboats, supported by 6 members of the Shanklin Deep Sea 
Fishermen in their own craft plus 16 private kayakers.  Also there to refresh the swimmers at the 
finish were the staff of the Shanklin Rowing Club who supplied the swimmers with hot soup and 
bread rolls plus the use of their facilities.  The first aid throughout was managed by the Ryde 
Beach Lifeguards, but thankfully not called upon, as everyone was well and happy.  At the 
presentation of prizes Cllr. Chris Quirk, Shanklin Town Council Mayor presented the winners with 
a Trophy and a framed illustration of the whole event by Island Artist Maria Ward.  The winners 
were: 
 
Fastest Man: Alistair Bingham from Wycombe District in 34:44 
Fastest Lady: Katie Shepherd from Trinity SC in 37:36 
Fastest Island Man: Rob Johnson from 'Smiles of Wight' in 36:03 
Fastest Island Lady: Millie Williams from IOW Tri in 39:10 
Fastest Breaststroker: Vince Fanning, Independent in 43.04 
Generation Trophy: Big Fish, Little Fish, Independent in 01:16:43 
Fastest lady under 21yr: Millie Williams from IOW Tri in 39:10 
Fastest Lady 30-39yrs: Katie Shepherd from Trinity SC in 37:36 
Fastest Lady 40-49yrs: Michelle Laverick from Hart SC in 37:42 
Fastest Lady 50-64yrs: Bridget Bewick from Bracknell Masters SC in 39:16 
Fastest 'Supervet' Lady: Hellen Needham from South London Masters in 50:31 
Wetsuit Overall Lady: Sarah King from Portsmouth Triathletes in 40.41 
Fastest Man 21-29yrs: Alistair Bingham from Wycombe District in 34:44 
Fastest Man 30-39yrs: Josh Ryall, Independent in 39:29 
Fastest Man 40-49yrs: Rob Johnson from 'Smiles of Wight' in 36.03 
Fastest Man 50-64yrs: Clive Benson, Independent in 37:27 
Fastest 'Supervet' Male: Stephen Baker from Spencer Swim Team in 41.45 
Wetsuit Overall Male; Piotr Meller from South Sea Swim Run in 40:16 
Fastest Team of 4: 'Ducks & Swans', Independent in 02:33:26 
Most Senior Finisher: Jenny Ball from IOW Marlins in 57:04 
 
A Gallery of photographs of the whole event, taken by Mandy Meadows, is available on: 
mandymeadowsphotography.shootproof.com/gallery/18876107 
 
Bob Cooper Chair and Safety Officer for the IOW Marlins SC said, "It has been a hard 3yrs for the 
Club with these cancellations but today’s event has made the wait worth it.  To see the 124 
swimmers and their supporters all enjoying the best the Isle of Wight can offer, my team of 
Marlins members and their families and friends who have worked so hard behind the scenes, and 
the support of all the mariners, plus the IOW Council Parking Team to make this what it is 
becoming, an iconic fixture in the sea/open water swimming calendar.  A very big THANK YOU 
from me" 
 
Robert Cooper 
Safety Officer and Chair of the IOW Marlins Masters SC 
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Warrington Dolphins Long Distance Swimming Club 
 
This year has been one of rebuilding and recovery for the club after two years of Covid 
restrictions.  We have held indoor pool training throughout the year using training sets, thanks to 
Andy Wright for organising these.  It’s been good that we have attracted new members and we 
are still looking to attract more. 
 
We restarted our traditional training session in Budworth Mere on Tuesday evenings.  It was great 
to have members and guests back in open water over a lovely summer.  We have already started 
planning next season at Budworth which we intend to start from April 2023 and run hopefully until 
late September. 
 
New member Tom Spencer completed several triathlons, but unfortunately his main swim of the 
year Chill Swim Windermere was cancelled on the day of the swim.  Other notable swims were by 
Chris Carter who completed triathlon relays with family and Emma Jones who swam the Dee 
Mile.  Congratulations to one of our former members Rachel Giles (nee Wilkinson) who has had 
twins. 
 
We are currently planning a 1500m indoor championship, we hope to be able to announce details 
soon.  We also intend to hold our Christmas social for the first time in three years.�
 
David Bowker 
WDLDSC President 
 
Grimsby and Cleethorpes Water Rats 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2021 ended with a successful December Dip-A-Day fundraising campaign and raised over £2500 
for Doorstep, a local charity supporting young people who are homeless or at risk of becoming 
homeless.  This was in addition to over £100 raised for RNLI on our Christmas Day Dip.  Our new 
clubhouse arrived in perfect time for the cooler swimming season. 
 
2022 has been a year of celebration and loss.  Our membership base has continued to grow, and 
our new base has created a more enjoyable swimming environment.  We had a successful 24 
hour club team relay event and raised over £1500 for our local hospices in the process.  Many 
members did additional individual swim events throughout the year. 
 
We got to celebrate Brenda Fisher MBE getting a special recognition award at the annual 
Channel Swimming Association awards ceremony in April.  But it was also the year we sadly lost 
Brenda in August.  She was the honorary president of our club and will be remembered for her 
unending passion and support for swimming, encouraging young people to take part in what we 
all know as a fantastic pastime. 
 
Future events for us will include those mentioned above and hopefully the re-introduction of the 
Grimsby Dock Challenge Event, which due to COVID has been cancelled over the past few 
years. 
 
Tim Fletcher 
Grimsby and Cleethorpes Water Rats Open Water Swimming Club 
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The recipients for the Association’s Annual Trophies for the 2021 Season 
 
The James Brennan Trophy – Vince Classen 
This trophy is presented for services to the Association.  The trophy was donated to recognise the 
members of the BLDSA who have given noteworthy service to the Executive Committee, or other 
administrative functions so essential to the smooth running of a growing executive. 
 
The Harry Moffatt Memorial Trophy – Nikki Fraser 
This trophy is presented for outstanding services on the water throughout the season. 
 
Hans Belay Trophy – Stephen P Smith 
This trophy is presented to recognise an outstanding swim by a BLDSA member during the year 
as an individual effort or within a championship without receiving an award from that 
championship. 
 
Fred Slater Trophy – Craig Murray 
Presented to the Swimmer of the year in BLDSA events who has demonstrated outstanding effort 
throughout the season. 
 
Tom Butcher Trophy – Holly Rotchell 
This trophy is presented to the Junior Swimmer of the year in BLDSA events who has 
demonstrated outstanding effort throughout the season. 
 
The Breaststroke Trophy – Leslie du Cane 
This trophy is presented to recognise the ability and dedication of any Breaststroke swimmer 
during the season. 
 
The Avril & Alan Mitchell Trophy – Wendy Figures 
This trophy was presented to recognise the ability and dedication of a Veteran swimmer during 
the season. 
 
The William Keating Trophy – Leslie du Cane 
This trophy is Awarded for an outstanding swim on Windermere in the season (minimum single 
length course), solo or relay by a member or members of the BLDSA. 
 
The Captain Webb Centenary Relay Trophy – Six Scilly Swimmers 
This trophy is Awarded for a relay by members of the BLDSA. 
 
Ladies Masters, Brierley Law Cup – Pippa Jones 
Presented to the BLDSA Ladies Master who swam the most miles throughout the season.  Pippa 
completed 5.25 Miles at Coniston.  
 
Gent’s Masters, Willy van Rysel IMSHOF Trophy – Stephen P Smith 
Presented to the BLDSA Male Master who swam the most miles throughout the season.  Stephen 
completed 24.16 miles during his Loch Lomond and Colwick Park Swims. 
 
Various methods for deciding who should receive these prestigious Awards have been tried from 
surveying the entire membership then a small sub-committee choosing from the nominees to 
simply the Executive Committee in an open meeting.  The recipients for these awards were 
decided by the Executive Committee at the January 2021 meeting.  The awards were presented 
during the 64th AGM by the 2021 President Amanda Bell.  Each recipient received the Award to 
keep for one year, a signed certificate with the criteria for the award and a keepsake.  
Unfortunately, not all recipients attended the AGM and some Awards had to be presented during 
the 2022 season by Amanda Bell, all but one award were actually handed over. 
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The 2022 Seasons awards will be presented at the AGM on the 18th March at Brathay Hall, 
please try to attend to support the event, the Executive and the 2022 Annual Award winners.  See 
the website for details and booking a place. 
 
If you have a particular nominee for any of the Awards please feel free to let me know by email to 
(secretary@bldsa.org.uk), so I can bring it to the attention of the Awarding Committee, which will 
probably be the Executive at the January 2023 meeting. 
 
Vince Classen 
Hon. Gen. Sec. 
 
AGM Minutes 
 
64th Annual General Meeting held at Brathay Hall, Ambleside, Cumbria - 12th March 2022 
 
The Hon. Gen Sec covered domestic & safety issues of the building. 
 
In attendance, Amanda Bell, Vince Classen, Margaret Smith, Graham Smith, Michelle Hardy, 
Richard Hardy, Chris Hickling, Steve Price, Philip Yorke, Annie Stafford, Leslie Du Cane, 
Stephen Smith, Simon Wallis, Craig Murray, Karen Purdy, Andrew Wells, Robert Orgill, 
Louise Orgill, David Kershaw, Nikki Fraser 
 
Non-voting attendees; Helen Liddle, Adam Bell 
 
1. Apologies: Kevin Welsh, Caroline Lewis, Paul Tew, Deborah Vine, Janet Wilson, 
Duncan Heenan, Brian Finlay, Mike Davis, Gill Stables, Tom Holland, Andy Wright, 
Graham McIntyre, Sally Minty-Gravitt, Tony Moorey, Peter Larrad, Chris Malpass, Caroline Sims, 
David Randall, Mel Holland, Celia Hazlerigg 
 
2. In Memoriam: members stood in memory of Terry Lyons & Godfrey Beaton who had passed 
away since the last AGM in 2020. 
 
3. Minutes of the AGM held in Grimsby on 15/03/2020. Pages 8-14 in Annual Report. 
Proposed:  Phil Yorke Seconded:  Steve Price All in favour 
 
4. Amendments/Matters Arising: there were no matters arising. 
 
5. President’s address: The President, Amanda Bell welcomed everyone to the meeting and 
thanked them for attending.  She commented on the changed format of the AGM and gathering.  
She said she had had a wonderful time this year and wanted to thank all the volunteers in the 
Association for everything they had done.  She also thanked swimmers.  This unusual 2 years 
had been a challenge, but she wanted to thank the Association for having her as President during 
this period. 
 
6. Hon Gen Secretary’s Report: Pages 2-3 of Annual report.  Vince Classen offered 2 
amendments to rules to regularise changes in format. 
 
To bring you up to date iaw with the proposition made by me at the AGM in Grimsby “The 
Executive Committee are allowed to amend the current Constitution as appropriate”.  Which was 
voted through “all in favour” the executive have made some minor changes to the constitution: 
 
Notably we amended Constitutional rule 7.1 The Annual General Meeting shall be held on a 
Sunday no later than mid-March.  If we had not amended this, there would have been an 
immediate issue with this meeting as it is being held on a Saturday.  So, the rule was amended to 
read … shall be held no later than the end of March.  Removing the issue of a specific day. 
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We also have amended rule 11.2 with regards to the number of attendees at Executive 
Committee meetings.  Rule 11.2 as it stated we needed 10 in attendance to be quorate.  So, the 
rule was amended to read … Seven members of the committee shall form a quorum, two of 
whom must be Officers, (The President, the President Elect, the Hon. Gen. Sec. and the Hon. 
Treasurer). 
 
There were also some minor grammar issues changed and some renumbering was required. 
 
7. Hon Treasurer’s report for the 2021 season: Michelle Hardy, Treasurer reported: We have 
weathered the Covid storm relatively well considering we only held the Distance Weekend and 
the One Hour Swim Challenge in 2020 and a shortened season in 2021. 
 
Accounts have been circulated for both of these years and if looked at individually show two 
extremes - 2020 making an excessive surplus with 2021 making an excessive deficit.  A lot of 
income was received in 2020 prior to all the cancellations with hardly any expenditure (mainly the 
usual insurances).  The 2 events held brought in some welcome income and luckily do not cost a 
lot to run.  In 2021, by contrast, there were a lot of expenses as events were held but the income 
had already been banked in the previous year.  We did receive some extra income from one of 
our affiliated clubs for an event that they held in 2021. 
 
If we look at these 2 years together versus 2019, we managed small increases on the swims 
themselves, memberships and turnover and our expenditure only increased very slightly even 
after having bought a lot of equipment to ensure the swims followed the Government Covid 
guidelines.  I think, therefore, under the circumstances, we did very well.  The volunteers that 
hosted the swims should be congratulated for running them under such trying circumstances. 
 
The Yorkshire Bank has been taken over and is now known as Virgin Money.  The balance as at 
1st March 2022 is £79158.26.  The balances in Lloyds bank accounts remain unchanged.  
 
We still need to strive to encourage new members and obtain entrants for our swims. 
 
Thank you to Margaret for bringing the history of the BLDSA to the Dinner, please try to have a 
look at it during the evening as she has gone to so much trouble. 
Proposed:  Graham Smith Seconded:  Leslie Du Cane All in favour 
 
8. Hon Safety Officer’s report: The Safety Officer, Richard Hardy presented his report as 
published on pages 26 and 27 of the Annual Report.  He commented that the Association is 
struggling for drivers able to tow boats and appealed for members to enquire amongst their 
friends who have a suitably powerful vehicle, whether they might be interested in the opportunity, 
especially for Wykeham and 2 Way Windermere.  The Association needs to future proof it’s 
needs & it is essential that all volunteers will do as they say they will. 
Proposed:  C Hickling Seconded:  Philip Yorke All in favour 
 
9. Hon Safeguarding Officer’s report: The Safeguarding Officer, Anne Stafford, presented her 
report on Page 28 with the proviso that the Safeguarding policy had yet to be updated & 
submitted her report, subject to that amendment. 
Proposed:  Richard Hardy Seconded:  Michelle Hardy All in favour 
 
The President offered a vote of thanks to Anne, who is standing down from office. 
All in favour 
 
10. Hon Rescue Boat Co-ordinator’s report: The Hon Rescue Boat Co-ordinator, 
Chris Hickling, presented his report as an pages 27 & 28 of the Annual Report and expressed his 
concern about vehicles for towing.  Richard Hardy pointed out that a vehicle was hired to tow to 
Torbay which cost a debilitating £500.  Chris Hickling reminded members that swim entry costs 
were set before the increase in the price of fuel with the potential of the cost reaching £2 per litre 
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by summer, a real cause for concern for the Association.  Members were informed that the rate of 
reimbursement of the cost per mile is under review. 
Proposed:  Karen Purdy Seconded:  Leslie Du Cane All in favour 
 
11. Membership Administrator’s report:  The Membership Administrator, Vince Classen 
submitted his report as on Page 25 of the Annual Report and updated figures.  
 
I must apologise to Chester Triathlon Club as I omitted them from the affiliate club list and point 
out Jersey LDSC did not affiliate in 2021. 
 
To bring you up to date we now have 222 members who have joined for 2022. 
 
There are so far: 
222 “Active” Members 
208 Seniors, 60 are new this year 
122 Veterans, 37 are new this year 
32 Masters, 5 are new this year 
4 Juniors, 3 are new this year 
54 “Active” Life members in various categories 
 
There is 1 Affiliate Club, Isle of Wight Marlins and an application has been received but not yet 
processed for iSwimBrighton. 
 
Proposed:  Anne Stafford Seconded:  Karen Purdy All in favour 
 
12: Recorder’s report: The Recorder, Vince Classen, submitted his report as per pages 25/6 of 
the Annual report.  There was one additional recognition to be recorded’ Six Scilly Swimmers who 
swam from Scilly to England.  Michelle Hardy raised a query on behalf of Andrea Startin & her 
Loch Lomond swim which is being added. 
Proposed:  Chris Hickling Seconded:  Steve Price All in favour 
 
13: Dinner report: Michelle Hardy submitted this as on Page 28 of the Annual Report. 
Proposed:  Margaret Smith Seconded:  Chris Hickling All in favour 
 
14. Trophy Report: in the absence of a Trophy Secretary, the situation is being monitored by 
Vince Classen.  Following the withdrawal of Championship trophies, they are currently in my care.  
There was discussion around their disbursal to contactable donors/families.  Jean Wilkin-Oxley 
asked about residual trophies where donors are not contactable.  Vince indicated that their value 
will be considered as part of the process.  Steve Smith is willing to take the Kings Lynn trophies & 
discuss/share with Avril Dormon.  Leslie Du Cane felt that as the earlier trophies embodied the 
history of the BLDSA and donation to Museums be considered.  As the Eden Project at 
Morecambe progresses Vince and Jean Wilkin-Oxley felt that the Morecambe Bay trophies might 
be accepted and she mentioned a local area open water swimming group (later discovered to be 
the MALLOWS) who might influence decisions by the Museums. 
 
15. Championship Honorary Secretaries Reports: 
15a. Distance Weekend:  not held in 2021 
15b. Colwick Park: The report on page 4 of the Annual Report was submitted on behalf of Swim 
Secretary, Kevin Welsh.  A new venue has been acquired for 2022. 
15c. Wykeham Lake: not held in 2021. 
15d. Champion of Champions South (Dover): Swim Secretary Leslie Du Cane apologised that 
he had missed the print deadline for the Annual Report.  He felt it was very successful with good 
weather, all swimmers completing the course.  Felt the tide was too low for launching the boats 
and will need more effective planning in the future. 

(Action Point Chris Hickling and Richard Hardy) 
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With the altered format, social distancing worked well.  Total elapsed times were given with 
James Leitch far ahead of all and Georgina Quayle the youngest competitor.  Everyone was clear 
of the water by 16.05 and the First Aiders had no call on their services.  There was impressive 
support from kayakers.  He felt there is capacity to increase costs.  LDC thanked all volunteers 
and helpers for their support. 
15e. Torbay: Steve Price presented his report on pages 7/8/9 of the Annual Report.  He 
reiterated the concern that Torbay Sailing Club sailed across swimmers, despite agreed 
demarcations.  They have been reprimanded by the Harbour Master.  Chris Hickling commented 
that more wind & less visibility could have been a real problem.  Steve, noted excellent service 
from Northern Exposure’s ribs & although costs will increase, he would use them again.  The 
swim currently gives kayakers £100, which makes it attractive to them. 
15f. Llyn Tegid/Bala: not held in 2021. 
15g. Coniston: MH submitted her report as per pages 10/11/12/13 of the Annual Report. 
15h. Loch Lomond: Report submitted on behalf of Janet Wilson on page 14 of Annual Report. 
15i. Ullswater: Submitted on behalf of Debbie Taylor on pages 16/17 of the Annual Report. 
15j. Derwentwater: Anne Stafford presented her report on pages 17/18 of the Annual report with 
the added comment that it had poured with rain all day! 
15k. Windermere:  The Secretary, Chris Malpass was not present, and no report was submitted 
so only results published on pages 18/19 of the Annual Report.  Concern was expressed that the 
date was so late & Margaret Smith queried whether a booking has been made for this year and 
2023.  After discussion a proposal was formulated: 
Proposal: A booking for use of the lake to be requested for the next 10 years, both at Fellfoot 
and the Lake Wardens by an agreed date (?Emergency Committee to set?) CM to be asked to 
action by the Executive & report back. 
Proposed by:  Margaret J Smith Seconded:  Richard Hardy All in favour 
15l. St Mary’s Loch: On pages 20/21 of the Annual Report submitted on Janet Wilson’s behalf 
by Nikki Fraser who will be standing in for her at the 2022 event. 
15m. One Hour Swim challenge: submitted on behalf of Caroline Lewis it appeared on pages 
22/3 of the Annual Report. 
All reports were proposed for acceptance by: 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley & Seconded by Steve Smith   All were in favour 
 
16. Special Awards: None 
 
17. Long Service Awards: None 
 
18. Alteration to Constitutional Rules: None 
 
19. Subscriptions: The Treasurer confirmed that for the 2023 season, Senior Membership will 
increase to £48.  Junior & social Membership will not increase from £10. 
 
20. Installation of President: It was recommended to the meeting by the Executive that 
Vince Classen be the new President. 
Proposed:  Leslie Du Cane Seconded:  Louise Orgill All in favour 
The current President, Amanda Bell installed Vince Classen as her successor, and he was 
welcomed by members.  The President’s first duty was to present his predecessor with her Past 
President’s badge.  He thanked members for their welcome and support.  The role of President 
Elect remains vacant. 
 
21. Election of Officers: Prior to the election, several queries & comments were raised: 
 
21a. Graham Smith (GJS) queried the actions & role of the Rules & Development group, which 
was clarified by the President & Philip Yorke.  GJS also raised concern about the lack of publicity 
for the sport.  Michelle Hardy explained how she tried to promote the sport through Facebook, 
Instagram and the publication, ‘Open Water Swimmer’.  Karen Purdy thanked her for her efforts. 
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There was a discussion about the 2 Facebook Groups.   
 
Amanda Bell is willing to support publicity work. 
 
The President commented that the Executive needs to look at publicity with ‘value for money’ 
when swimming with BLDSA’ as a priority.  The cost per mile of courses needs to be stressed. 
 
Steve Smith felt that the Association needs to reinvent itself, but the marketing must be 
economically viable. 
 
Karen Purdy felt that “on the day at the location” publicity is essential. 
 
Adam Bell suggested advertising on Facebook. 
 
Amanda Bell stated that the Publicity Officer & sub-committee needs to develop ‘A 
Communication/Marketing Strategy’ for the BLDSA.  The President said that the Executive needs 
a specific Zoom meeting focussed on publicity 

(Action Point – Publicity Officer) 
 
GJS asked what market are we appealing to – championship or a different experience?  The 
President felt that in the main, we are offering a ‘one off challenge’.  GJS felt that it is important to 
stress that we offer the best professional and safety record – and how valuable is this? 
 
Chris Hickling felt that our USP (Unique Selling Points) are the small scale our care of 
swimmers/not getting kicked at the start! 
 
Karen Purdy asked Should we remove Championship from the swim titles? 
 
Dave Kershaw asked whether the BLDSA can respond to queries from open water swimming 
groups about swimming Windermere/Coniston etc.  Also, perhaps offer “Get 2 people to swim” to 
earn a free membership promotion. 
 
Amanda Bell suggested a post event review by competitors, might help us to improve. 
 
Nikki Fraser added that ‘Early bird entry price’ be considered. 
 
Steve Price suggested that it is necessary to identify the target demographic as many 
communicate by email.  Existing members need to be targeted, along with young people and new 
members by existing members.  They are our customers. 
 
Steve Smith suggested using YouTube. 
 
Robert Orgill felt that the website needs to change more frequently. 

(Action Point - Webmaster) 
 
21b. Safeguarding Officer: CH and RH pointed out that a Safeguarding Officer must be in post 
by the first Executive meeting to maintain our insurance.  CH will research the subject 

(Action Point Chris Hickling) 
MJS said the Safeguarding training is often available at no or little cost through local Voluntary 
Sector organisations. 
 
21c. Minute Administrator:  MJS offered to undertake this role pro temp. 
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21d. Officers for election: 
 

OFFICERS 
President Vince Classen
President Elect Vacant
Hon. Gen. Secretary Vince Classen
Hon. Treasurer Michelle Hardy
GENERAL COMMITTEE
Safety Officer Richard Hardy
Safeguarding Officer Vacant
Minute Administrator Pro temp: Margaret Smith
Rescue Boat co-ordinator Chris Hickling
Membership Administrator Vince Classen
Recorder Philip Yorke
Dinner & Trophy secretary To be discussed
Rules and Development Philip Yorke
Publicity Chris Malpass
COMMITTEE MEMBERS Margaret Smith
 Janet Wilson
 Steve Price
 Annie Stafford
 David Kershaw
 Nikki Fraser
Immediate Past President Amanda Bell

 
2022 Championship Secretaries 
 

Event Secretary
One Hour & 30 Minute Challenge Warrington Dolphins 

Caroline Lewis
Distance Weekend (2023) Chris Malpass
Thryberg Country Park Kevin Welsh
Wykeham Lake Erin Hope
Champion of Champions (South)Dover Leslie Du Cane
Llyn Tegid (Bala) Philip Yorke
Torbay Steve Price
Coniston Long Course Michelle Hardy
Coniston Short Course Michelle Hardy
Windermere 2 Way Stephen O’Brien
Ullswater Debbie Taylor
Derwentwater Annie Stafford
Loch Lomond (2023) Janet Wilson
St Mary’s Loch Janet Wilson
Windermere 1 Way Chris Malpass

 
Proposed En Bloc: Jean Wilkin Oxley Seconded:  Karen Purdy All in favour 
 
21e. Leslie Du Cane asked the Executive Committee to redefine job specifications & members 
agreed. 

(Action by Exec Cttee) 
 
22. AGM/Dinner 2023: 

(Action by Exec Cttee) 
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23.The President offered a vote of thanks to all retiring Committee members and Swim 
Secretaries.  He also thanked all new members and those in attendance at the meeting. 
 
There being no other pertinent business, the meeting closed at 15.28. 
 
Signed Vince Classen 2022 President 
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