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President’s Report 
 
After being involved with Long Distance Swimming since 1962 (my first event being the 
Morecambe Inshore 2.5 miles).  I was eventually persuaded by Jean Wilkin Oxley after a 
number of attempts over the years to accept the nomination of President. 
 
I must say I have enjoyed my time in office, and as the first swim at Colwick Park took place, 
the last swim of the season at Lynn Regis looked a long way off - having said that the summer 
has gone in no time at all. 
 
To start with Colwick Park the weather was nice and sunny and calm, and all the swimmers 
who took part managed to complete their events.  Congratulations to Patrick on his first swim 
and his team for making a successful day. 
 
From there I was invited to Warrington Dolphins Swim at Budworth Mere where more excellent 
weather and conditions prevailed and a good morning’s swim was had by all. 
 
From there it was a quick trip over to Wykeham, for the night swim - a new idea which was 
well organised by Liane, Chris and the team and with good lighting and safety cover, it proved 
most useful to swimmers hoping to do longer night swims. You need to see Martin’s pick-up lit 
up at the finish - a sight to behold – I am sure flights were diverted from Teeside Airport!  
However onto Sundays main swims and the weather was still perfect and I think every enjoyed 
their day. 
 
Next was the C of C events and Mark had a full team sheet.  Once again the weather and sea 
conditions were kind and all the races were well supported.  Fast times were recorded and 
Rachael Lee from Ireland proved the winner in all 3 events.  A good days swimming for all 
competitors, and a well organised day by Mark and his team. 
 
Then onto Torbay - I must thank Peter Larrad for managing to be able to run the swim after his 
health scares during the Spring and Summer as he was doubtful if he would be at the event.  
However the swim got underway, the weather changed and a number of downpours came and 
went during the course of the swim, making for a difficult time for swimmers and officials alike. 
 
The next Swim was Bala.  Once again the weather played a big part in both days events for 
swimmers boat crews and officials, and thanks go to Helen and her team for managing a 
successful weekend. 
 
Coniston was the next weekend swims and I must thank Patrick for stepping in to run the 
swims.  Just like the two previous swims we could not go through the weekend without rain - 
however it did not put off any of the competitors.  Having a bus to take swimmers to the start 
proved popular, and the weekend ended successfully. 
 
I attended Warrington’s Albert dock swim and on a hot sunny day everyone who entered, 
completed the race keeping clear of the jellyfish. 
 
The following weekend was back to the lakes - Ullswater on the Saturday was Richard’s first 
attempt at organising and proved to be successful.  The swim started in calm conditions and 
unfortunately the weather changed and made it difficult for all concerned. 
 
The following day we were at Derwentwater - also a first attempt at organising by Anne and 
proved a winner due to good weather and calm conditions. 
 
Then up to Loch Lomond for the weekend, Janet took the opportunity to fit a short swim in at 
lunch and the swimmers who took part enjoyed themselves.  And so to the main event 10 
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swimmers entered the water at staggered times the conditions being ideal, and 5 completed.  
At the reception on the beach at Balloch everyone was treated to hot sandwiches which were 
greatly appreciated by everyone.  Those midges are something else! 
 
From Loch Lomond straight to Windermere where Dee managed to get 17 swimmers into the 
water and all of them to complete the event well within the time limit which must be a first, 
partly due to excellent conditions.  I have never seen the lake so calm for the swim. 
 
We were back to Scotland for the St Mary’s Loch swim  Unfortunately not a big entry for 
Janet’s swim but the ones who took part did so in nice sunny weather in a most scenic setting, 
also thanks to Martin for his homemade soup. 
 
Finally Lynn Regis the last swim of the season Stephen got a good selection of swimmers 
together and the 2 events ran smoothly with everyone finishing, a nice sunny day but a 
westerly wind making things difficult for all concerned. 
 
In finishing my report I would like to thank everyone involved with the season’s swimming from 
the executive committee, swim sec, swimmers, boat crews, time keepers, first aid, and finally 
the safety boat lads who are first on the water and last off.  If I have missed anyone a big 
thank you to them and all who maintain the Association’s aims and aspirations.  If there are 
any members who wish to get involved in helping to run the BLDSA and become a committee 
member get in touch with the Hon Sec.  It’s good to see new blood with ideas which promotes 
The British Long Distance Swimming Association 
 
Graham McIntyre 
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Hon General Secretary Report  
 
I am sad to report that Peter Atkins has passed away since our last AGM.  Our thoughts are 
with his family and friends. 
 
The new website has continued to be very popular and has been improving with the hard work 
put in by Richard Hardy, amongst others.  A lot of work has also gone into publishing swim 
results to the website in a timely manner, thank you to all who have helped this happen. 
 
As last year our member and non-member contact using the contact us button is high.  Again 
there has been a wide variety of topics to the e-mails. This year the themes have been around 
joining, opening dates for swims and advice on swims and achieving goals.  There have also 
been a reasonable number of enquiries on swim recognition. 
 
As well as our successful swim series, as an association, we have had a great season in 
terms of individual swims on existing and new routes. More on these can be found in the 
recorders report. 
 
In light of some of the requests we have received this year, the rules committee will meet and 
look at the swim recognition rules and ensure they are clear and that they allow and help us 
meet the move towards new and interesting swim attempts, whilst meeting our ethos. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the great team work displayed by the guys at the Loch Lomond 
swim who came together to rescue an injured walker on the West Highland Way.  A positive 
outcome and further demonstrating the professional and caring approach we have to all that 
we do. 
 
We will be having a couple of new swim secretaries this season; I am taking over the Bala 
weekend and Andre Roberts has taken on the Torbay event.  As with all our swims, if you are 
around and would like to help out in some way let us know, you don’t need to be on the 
committee to hold a stop watch or write numbers on people. 
 
On a personal note I would like to thank Mark and Emily Sheridan for crewing my Loch 
Lomond swim, and my Mum and brother Paul for additional land support – also all the crews 
and land support that made the event such a good experience.  I must say I had gone there 
expecting a pretty rough swim, what with my iffy wrist and an expectation of 13 degree water, 
wind, rain and near Baltic air temp: I must have done something right because it was far better 
than that! 
 
I hope to see many of you in the coming season. I am already really looking forward to the 
2017 season and my challenges of 2 Way Windermere and Catalina Channel, on Breaststroke 
of course. 
 
Philip Yorke 
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Championship Reports 
 
Colwick Park 
22nd May 2016 
 
A sunny day, happy and successful swimmers, the support of some great volunteers – this 
swim secretary job is easy isn’t it? 
 
The first swim of the BLDSA season was blessed with glorious weather, which off-set any 
concerns about the early season cold water and nearly 50 swimmers set off for the 5km swim, 
including some wetsuit swimmers for the first time. 
 
The great conditions were matched by great swimming. The ladies event saw the top three 
swimmers separated by less than three minutes – Georgia Amison coming in first a couple of 
minutes ahead of Louise Fielding and Wendy Figures. Thomas Roberts won the gents event, 
with a battle for second that saw Paul Smith finish just 13 seconds ahead of Andrew Ward, 
who was also the first wetsuit swimmer home. 
 
Swimmers continued to stream home for the next hour, with excellent performances from 
everyone. 
 
Then once all the 5km swimmers had completed their swims (and everyone had had their 
bacon butties) we started the 1km swim. 
 
12 swimmers set off for the 1km and it was a great mix of 5km swimmers wanting to add an 
extra 1km to their day’s swimming, swimmers looking for a 1km challenge, BLDSA regulars 
and some first timers to our swims. We even had a team medley happening. 
 
Thomas Roberts was again the first swimmer home to take the gents 1km event, while 
Nic Court, swimming her first BLDSA event managed to scoop the ladies event and first 
breaststroker home. 
 
Once again, thanks to all the volunteers and I look forward to seeing you all again next year. 
 
Patrick Smith 
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Colwick Park 5km 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Georgia Amison   01:13:10 f/s 

2nd Louise Fielding Hazel Grove and Bramhall ASC 01:15:26 f/s 

3rd Wendy Figures Langold Pikes 01:16:09 f/s 

4th Andrea Startin   01:24:50 f/s 

1st W/S Deborah Phelps   01:27:48 f/s 

5th Sarah Poll   01:28:01 f/s 

6th Erin Hope Scarborough Kingfishers 01:28:05 f/s 

7th Helen Gilburt   01:30:09 f/s 

8th Jane Mitchell Daventry Dolphins SC 01:30:45 f/s 

9th Michelle Leach   01:31:26 f/s 

10th Sara Banks Watford SC 01:31:35 f/s 

11th Zoe Sadler Basingstoke Bluefins SC 01:32:19 f/s 

12th Cath Pendleton Brecon Triathlon Club 01:32:54 f/s 

13th Louise Orgill Newark SC 01:32:58 f/s 

14th Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 01:33:20 f/s 

15th Jane Bell Southend on Sea SC 01:33:56 f/s 

16th Sarah Taylor Downham Market Wild Geese 01:36:42 f/s 
2nd 
W/S Mo Pennock   01:38:30 f/s 

17th 
Gwendalyn Selo 
Skingley Team Luton 01:39:07 f/s 

1st B/S Claire Bustin   01:40:21 Bst 

18th Rosalind Edmonds BLDSA 01:41:11 f/s 

19th Alison Russell   01:52:45 f/s 

20th Desiree Pennington 
Wild Geese Masters West 
Norfolk 01:56:55 f/s 

2nd B/S Jane Sedman   01:57:10 Bst 

21st Suzanne Carter West Norfolk SC 01:59:45 f/s 

22nd Ellen Taylor   02:09:42 f/s 

23rd Jean Wilkin-Oxley BLDSA 02:16:48 f/s 

  Christine Allum   DNS   

  Suzanne Brown   DNS   

  Lesley Cook   DNS   

  Rachel Smith Langold Pikes DNS   

W/S = Wetsuit   
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Men 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Thomas Roberts Warrington Dolphins LD 01:03:09 f/s 

2nd Paul Smith   01:08:33 f/s 

1st W/S Andrew Ward   01:08:46 f/s 

3rd Daniel Bunn Chalkwell Redcaps 01:13:13 f/s 

4th Mark Gardner   01:13:48 f/s 

5th Christopher Jordinson SLSC 01:17:03 f/s 

6th Adrian Rotchell Nemes Nutters 01:18:16 f/s 

7th Neil Meadows Loughborough Town SC 01:18:57 f/s 

8th Yves Bouvy BLDSA 01:26:13 f/s 

9th Kevin Welsh   01:27:25 f/s 

10th Peter Timmins Daventry Dolphins SC 01:27:39 f/s 

1st B/S Bryn Dymott   01:28:44 Bst 

11th Garry Jackson Belper Marlin SC 01:29:00 f/s 

12th Mark Sheridan Nemes Nutters 01:30:47 f/s 
2nd 
W/S Robert Osborn   01:31:07 f/s 

13th Peter Hawksworth Notts OWS 01:33:33 f/s 

14th Tony Rutter Tynemouth Outdoor Swimmers 01:34:00 f/s 

2nd B/S Francis Zielinski BLDSA 01:51:21 Bst 

15th Peter Ingham Langold Pikes 01:56:14 f/s 

  Alex Housden   DNS   

  Steve Marshall Pennine Swimmers DNS   

1km 

Women 

Place Name Time  

1st B/S Nic Court 19:39 

1st Helen Brindle 21:41 

1st Fly Zoe Sadler 21:58 
1st 
Back Jane Bell 22:21 
1st 
w/suit Rachel Smith 25:09 

2nd B/S Margaret Smith 38:14 

1km 

Men 

Place Name Time  

1st   Thomas Roberts 11:55 

2nd Paul Smith 13:48 

3rd Christopher Jordinson 15:20 

4th Francis Zielinski 19:36 

5th Daniel Bunn 22:21 

1st B/S Mark Sheridan 24:38 
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Wykeham Lakes Swims 
4th/5th June 2016 
 
I will start by thanking James Whitehead and Wykeham Estates for allowing us access to 
Wykeham Lakes and making us feel very welcome.  I would also like to say a massive thank 
you to all the boat crews, kayakers, first aiders, timekeepers, race controllers and everyone 
else who helped over the weekend.  All our volunteers are brilliant and without you all the 
event couldn't run. 
 
This year saw the first BLDSA night swim, held on the Saturday evening after dusk.  The race 
was started by young Freya Luke and BLDSA president Graham McIntyre just as it started to 
turn dark.  It was great to see all the kayaks lit up using a variety of successful methods and 
the marker buoys were dressed with flashing green lights.  Many thanks to Martyn Coates for 
the use of his truck, which stood prominently on the headland with its bright lights illuminated.  
Someone did say it was better than Blackpool Illuminations!!  Nine swimmers took to the water 
for the 5 km night event, each with their own kayak escort.  Nikki Fraser lead from start to 
finish putting in a strong performance.  Nikki was followed by the 2015 BLDSA Swimmer of the 
Year, Wendy Figures who finished in second place.  There was a close race for third place 
between Cat Fraser and local swimmer Erin Hope with Cat just pulling ahead at the finish.  In 
the men's event Daniel Bunn led from Yves Bouvy followed by Kevin Welsh and 
Garry Jackson, Amanda Bell completed the line-up.  All swimmers completed the course, no 
retirements, all swimmers, kayakers & crew were off the water and accounted for by our race 
controller Sue Coates.  Everyone was then invited into the centre to enjoy cake and hot 
chocolate whilst certificates were presented.  A good time was had by all and hopefully we can 
build on the night swim next year, with a few improvements to the course illuminations planned 
after suggestions made this year.  I hope to increase the numbers next year so bring your 
swimming & kayaking friends & tents with you!  
 
Off to our camp beds/camping pods for a deep sleep & then on to Sunday's event.  Starting at 
midday we held the traditional Wykeham Lakes two mile (junior & senior) and 5km (senior) 
events.  The 2 mile race, was in my opinion, the most exciting finish I've seen in the junior 
category - ever!  It was a very exciting finish between the two Scarborough girls who finished 
in a dead heat.  Many of you will have seen the photo of this on our Facebook page, what a 
race & a fab picture to prove it.  Well done Kennady and Claire.  Ellie Knight, our superstar 
junior breaststroke swimmer, came in third wearing her pink hat & usual happy smile.  
Madeline Adams successfully completed her first Wykeham 2 miles and was awarded The 
Best First Attempt trophy for her efforts.  Thomas Reynolds also making his first attempt won 
the junior boys event.  Awesome swimming from the juniors, I think we can look forward to 
seeing a lot more from them at future BLDSA events.  In the senior two mile event 
Annie Stafford from Pennine Swimmers and Graham Pickles, who was making a comeback 
after many years absence were the winners. 
 
The 5km Ladies event was won by Nikki Fraser with Louise Fielding 2nd and Wendy Figures 
3rd. In the Men's event Mark Yare took an early lead to win the event with Daniel Bunn in 2nd 
and David Randall in 3rd.  In the Novice 1km event it was nice to see quite a few new faces 
and young Patrick Welsh stormed ahead to win the event - dad (Kevin) you better watch out 
he will be challenging you in the longer events soon!!! 
 
Well done to all swimmers and thank you to all who came and supported the event. 
 
Next years dates for your calendars are Sat 3rd June for the night swim and Sun 4th June for 
the day swim. 
 
Liane (Llewellyn) Hickling Swim Secretary 
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Night Swim 4th June 2016 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Nikki Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua 01:21:38 f/s 

2nd Wendy Figures Langold Pikes 01:28:58 f/s 

3rd Cat Fraser 
Sunderland City Dive 
Team 01:48:01 f/s 

4th Erin Hope Scarborough Kingfishers 01:50:17 f/s 

5th Amanda Bell Thornaby 01:58:38 f/s 

  Victoria Hamilton LDOWS DNS   

Men 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Daniel Bunn Chalkwell Redcaps 01:32:51 f/s 

2nd Yves Bouvy BLDSA 01:42:06 f/s 

3rd Kevin Welsh BLDSA 01:45:32 f/s 

4th Garry Jackson Belper Marlins 01:53:57 f/s 
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2 Miles Sunday 5th June 

Junior Girls 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 
1st 
joint Kennady Webster Scarborough Kingfishers 00:49:49 f/s 
1st 
joint Claire Bamford Scarborough Kingfishers 00:49:49 f/s 
1st 
B/S Ellie Knight Warrington Dolphins 01:12:03 Bst 

4th Madeleine Adams Scarborough Kingfishers 01:20:55 f/s 

Madeleine Adams - Best 1st Attempt 

Junior Boys 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Thomas Reynoldson Scarborough Kingfishers 01:21:24 f/s 

Senior Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Annie Stafford Pennine Swimmers 01:22:59 f/s 
1st 
B/S Alexandra Booker BLDSA 01:47:38 Bst 

3rd Janet Wilson BLDSA 01:52:25 f/s 

Senior Men 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Graham Pickles BLDSA 01:10:31 f/s 

5k 

Senior Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Nikki Fraser  Stocksbridge Pentaqua 01:21:10 f/s 

2nd Louise Fielding Hazel Grove & Bramhall 01:28:13 f/s 

3rd Wendy Figures Langold Pikes 01:29:44 f/s 

4th Cat Fraser 
Sunderland City Dive 
Team 01:45:40 f/s 

5th Louise Orgill Newark SC 01:55:12 f/s 

6th Amanda Bell Thornaby 02:00:46 f/s 
1st 
B/S Jane Sedman Scarborough Kingfishers 02:06:53 Bst 

  Erin Hope Scarborough Kingfishers DNF   

  Victoria Hamilton  LDOWS DNS     
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Senior Men 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Mark Yare 
Yorkshire Outdoor 
Swimmers 01:26:51 f/s 

2nd Daniel Bunn Chalkwell Redcaps 01:32:45 f/s 

3rd David Randall Trafford Metro 01:33:19 f/s 

4th Mark Robson SISC 01:41:46 f/s 

5th Kevin Welsh BLDSA 01:45:07 f/s 

6th Andrew Wright Warrington Dolphins 01:46:52 f/s 

7th Yves Bouvy BLDSA 01:51:31 f/s 

8th Tony Rutter Tynemouth Open Water 01:57:23 f/s 

9th Garry Jackson Belper Marlins 01:59:45 f/s 
1st 
B/S Nick White LGBT Athlete 02:06:52 Bst 
2nd 
B/S Francis Zielinski BLDSA 02:09:58 Bst 

12th Peter Ingham Langold Pikes 02:12:38 f/s 

  Kevin Sykes Scarborough Kingfishers DNF   
 

1k Novice 

Ladies 

Place Name Time 

1st  Wendy Figures 00:18:22 

2nd Issy Nicholls 00:18:37 

3rd Amanda Bell 00:22:10 

4th Jeanette Richards 00:22:30 

5th Jane Hamp 00:24:05 

6th Mary Adams 00:25:05 

7th Helen Brindle 00:25:16 

8th Heather Franklin 00:26:35 

9th Dee Llewellyn-Hodgson 00:28:54 

10th Rachel Smith 00:28:58 

11th Jean Wilkin-Oxley 00:29:07 

Men 

Place Name Time 

1st Patrick Welsh 00:18:18 

2nd Mark Robson 00:19:09 

3rd Yves Bouvy 00:21:01 

4th Ben Ray 00:23:04 

5th Paul Llewellyn-Hodgson 00:28:54 
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Team Trophies 

Junior Team - Scarborough Kingfishers 

Kennady Webster 

Claire Bamford 

Madeline Adams 

Thomas Reynoldson 

Senior Team - BLDSA 

Francis Zielinski 

Yves Bouvy 

Kevin Welsh 
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Champion of Champions 
18th June 2016 
 
The entries for the BLDSA Champion of Champions 2016 sold out in 36 hours after being 
released at the beginning of January.  This was initially made public on Facebook - if you are 
not on our page then you stand to miss out as that is our best avenue to communicate with 
you in real time!  65 had entered but by the time the swim came around we saw only 56 
register & making it to the start line.  The organisers found this particularly disappointing as 
effectively 9 people were denying other swimmers from a crack at the event. 
 
We were thrilled to see swimmers from all over the UK (Scotland, Durham and Teeside etc) 
plus a vocal (not to mention speedy!) contingent from Ireland with Rachael Lee, Tom Healy 
and Alice Flood particularly welcome guests.  We hope you enjoyed your time with us - it was 
lovely to see you all. 
 
Underlying the complete brutality of the event we went on to see only 41 complete the entire 
event and wander home with a coveted red swim cap.  15 DNFs were surprising as 
temperatures recorded were generally slightly above seasonal norms at 15 degrees Celsius 
(although some swimmers might try and dispute this!). 
 
The BLDSA boat crews did a truly magnificent job to provide swimmers with an accurate 800m 
course (which was measured 3 times for its accuracy) despite having to shift the course 50m 
due east given the work on the Prince of Wales pier. 
 
The ladies race was dominated by Rachael Lee showing everyone the dark art of super-fast 
front crawl who smashed the event whilst looking fresh as a daisy at the finish line like she had 
just done a minor 5 minute swim in the harbour.  Her partner in crime, Tom Healy, led out the 
men's format with Bryn Dymott showing that the course can be completed swimming 
breaststroke if you have enough sheer guts and determination - he walked away with the 
breaststroke tankard pipping Phil Yorke who won one of the longest endurance hip flasks. 
 
I think it is fair to say that the most special & courageous swim of the day came from 
Louise Fielding who filled all our hearts with absolute joy at the certificate presentation by 
coming back all the way from a tough spot in the First Aid room after the 5 miler shaking badly 
to then overcome the odds to finish all 3 events!  It was remarkable stuff to witness first hand.  
She is only 20 years young with minimal body fat and showed incredible guts to get the job 
done.  Heartfelt congratulations Louise - you have all our sincere admiration. 
 
All of the retirements were sensible and very often down to inadequate training for the 
conditions - this event will find you out if your preparation isn't right on the money!  This is no 
swimming pool gala! 
 
Huge thanks go out to all the volunteers who made this event so special.  There are too many 
to mention!  We had volunteer kayakers such as Neil Morton get up at 4am to travel all the 
way from Gloucester.  The Nemes Nutter contingent were again out in force be it 72 year old 
Pam Bessell and Margot helping swimmers up the beach with their shoes or 
Giovanna Richards helping with First Aid.  Graeme Schlachter did a fab job 1st time as Race 
Control plus Emily Sheridan and the girls manning our 1st CofCs merchandise stand.  
Business was brisk throughout the day.  Thanks too for the Dover Harbour Board and the 
Dover Watersports centre for use of their facilities. 
 
Please remember that if you enter, it is so important to do everything you can to get to the 
start line of this swim.  If you are injured then please get in touch at least 3 weeks prior so we 
can ensure to try and give your place to someone who CAN swim if we have a waiting list.  It 
is so hard to get this sorted in the 2 weeks prior to the event as the paperwork is all done and 
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the organisers are only volunteers with full-time jobs to maintain.  We want to see a full turnout 
next time please! 
 
See you all in 2017 to test yourself against THE benchmark event to see if you are on-track 
with your training! 
 
Mark Sheridan (and team) 
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Torbay 
2nd July 2016 
 
We were not so fortunate with the weather this year.  Cool conditions the weeks before the 
swim meant the water temp was only 14 deg C.  On the day the weather was very 
changeable, bright sun/heavy rain.  Wind was westerly force 4-5.  So with this cross wind 
there was no advantage going to Brixham or coming back to Meadfoot. 
 
The team assembled at Meadfoot at 7:00 am.  Registration started at 8:00.  Two kayakers 
were unable to attend.  Fortunately we had an extra RIB so two swimmers agreed to swim 
with this until kayakers became free.  The briefing meeting took place at 9:45.  It was decided 
that the conditions were safe for the full course to take place. 
 
The kayakers were able to get on the water on time due to the start time being at low tide.  So 
the race was started on time by Jean our Past President.  Jean was also our Race Controller.  
Matthew Cockill led the way to Fishcombe Cove and was first to turn the buoy, Ian Murray was 
the first veteran Gent to the buoy.  Liane Hickling was the first lady to the buoy and 
Wendy Figures was the first veteran Lady to the buoy.  These positions did not change on the 
way back.  Matthew finished first in the Gents and Liane first in the Ladies.  The number of 
jelly fish was not as bad as last year.  Some swimmers made comment that they had been 
stung but no treatment was required.  Graham McIntyre presented the trophies and certificates 
at Meadfoot Beach.  A special award was presented to the Teignbridge Canoe Club for the 
support they have provided for several years.  The trophy was presented to Craig Kelly who 
has done an excellent job of co-ordinating his clubmates.  Andre Roberts will be organising the 
championships next year.  I am pleased that someone from the Torbay area will be organising 
the event.  I wish him success. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following:  Graham McIntyre, Jean Wilkin-
Oxley, Chris Hickling, Andy Wright, Helen Price, Mick Blackburn, Sue Coates, Martyn Coates, 
Katrina Bloom, Richard Hardy, Andre Roberts, Simon Wallis (Torbay Resort Officer), 
Simon Pinder (Paignton Harbour Master), Nick Ripley (Paignton Sailing Club), all the kayakers 
in particular Craig Kelly (Teignbridge Canoe Club), and all the swimmers. 
 
All the best for next season. 
 
Peter Larrad 
 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Liane Hickling City of Bradford 03:49:09 f/s 

2nd Wendy Figures Langold Pikes 04:00:09 f/s 

3rd Juliette Bigley Red Top Swim 04:50:12 f/s 

4th Angela Wadley Gloucester Masters 04:52:55 f/s 

5th Jenny Potter Exeter 05:25:18 f/s 

6th Heather Clatworthy Kenilworth Masters 05:36:08 f/s    



Page 19 

Veterans 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Wendy Figures Langold Pikes 01:55:08 f/s 

2nd Lisa Hibberd Spencer 02:09:41 f/s 

3rd Angela Wadley Gloucester Masters 02:16:30 f/s 

4th Alison Russell Truro 02:46:52 f/s 

  Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes DNF f/s 

Men 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Mathew Cockill Otter SC London 03:34:21 f/s 

2nd Nils Young Cally Masters 03:43:56 f/s 

3rd Jai Evans Hinckley 03:58:20 f/s 

4th Guy Moar Red Top Swim 04:04:12 f/s 

5th Steve Taylor Gloucester Masters 00:09:25 f/s 

6th Rohan Byles Capital Tri 04:13:49 f/s 

7th Steve Price Clevedon ASC 05:08:41 f/s 

8th Robert Haylock West Swim Club 05:32:10 f/s 

9th Hein Behrens Ashford 05:33:39 f/s 

  Leopold Van Lynden London DNF f/s 

  Robert McArthur South London SC DNF f/s 

Veterans 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Ian Murray   01:51:45 f/s 

2nd Guy Moar Red Top Swim 01:56:22 f/s 

3rd Steve Taylor Gloucester Masters 01:59:04 f/s 

4th Nicholas Balsdon Solihull Tri Club 02:04:34 f/s 

5th Carl Reynolds Torbay Shoal 02:16:16 f/s 

6th Robert Haylock West Swim Club 02:22:20 f/s 

7th Steve Price Clevedon ASC 02:23:38 f/s 

8th Riccardo Iacono Red Top Swim 02:27:19 f/s 

9th Hein Behrens Ashford 02:28:34 f/s   
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Llyn Tegid (Bala) 
11th/12th July 
 
No report submitted. 
 

1 Way 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Nikki Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua 01:09:16 f/s 

2nd Hazel Killingbeck   01:12:16 f/s 

3rd Wendy Figures Langold Pikes/YOS 01:17:01 f/s 

4th Kate Williams   01:26:34 f/s 

5th Jennifer Field   01:27:25 f/s 

W/S Joanne Griffiths   01:35:21 f/s  

6th Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes/YOS 01:40:25 f/s 

1st B/stroke Jane Sedman   01:49:47 Bst 

7th Jean Wilkin-Oxley   02:00:21 f/s 

  Jan Morgan Chester Triathlon Club DNS   

Men 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Niki Williams   01:00:18 f/s 

2nd Adrian Rotchell Nemes Nutters 01:19:19 f/s 

3rd Garry Jackson Belper Marlins 01:25:53 f/s 

1st B/stroke Francis Zielinksi BLDSA 01:46:15 Bst 

4th David Moore Nemes Nutters 01:49:50 f/s 

2nd B/stroke Philip Yorke Dewsbury SC 01:52:32 Bst 

Junior Ladies Breaststroke 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Ellie Jane Knight Warrington Dolphins LD 01:32:16 Bst 

Junior Ladies Freestyle 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Claire Bamford Kingfishers SC Scarborough 01:11:50 f/s   
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2 Way 

Ladies         

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Nikki Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua 02:45:44 f/s 

2nd Amy Wyatt Alsager Bridgestone ASC 03:03:38 f/s 

3rd Wendy Figures Langold Pikes/YOS 03:12:38 f/s 

4th Elaine Henderson   04:02:24 f/s 

5th Claire Russell The Blue Tits 04:28:29 f/s 

NP Jane Sedman Kingfishers SC Scarborough 05:39:06 Bst 

  Fiona Bettles 
South London SC/Nemes 
Nutters DNF   

  Sarah Dodsworth   DNS   

  Alice Gartland Serpentine SC DNS   

  Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes/YOS DNS   

  Jackie Harraway Nemes Nutters DNS   

  Sian Moran   DNS   

  Alison Russell   DNS   

NP = Not placed in Championship, outside cut-off time.  Swim is individual event. 

2 Way 

Men 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Darron Corden   02:45:55 f/s 

2nd Tim Kendall Otter SC 02:57:20 f/s 

3rd Mark Gardner BLDSA 03:00:54 f/s 

4th Enrique Flores Mexico 03:22:43 f/s 

5th Adrian Rotchell Nemes Nutters 03:31:34 f/s 

6th Yves Bouvy   03:53:17 f/s 

7th Garry Jackson Belper Marlins 04:06:46 f/s 

8th Dylan Haughton Cally Masters Islington 04:27:38 f/s 

9th Philip Jackson BLDSA 04:35:02 f/s 

10th Robert Haylock   04:48:31 f/s 

1st B/stroke Philip Yorke Dewsbury SC 04:59:39 Bst 

  David Brooks Avondale SC DNF   

  Daniel Whittington RAF Benson DNF   

Junior 1km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Patrick Welsh Derby Phoenix SC 00:21:28 f/s   
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Junior 1km Wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Olivia Jay Halesowen SC 00:15:42 f/s 

Senior 1km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Joseph Newton   00:14:46 f/s 

2nd 
Takeshi 
Motohashi 

West Suffolk SC 00:17:48 f/s 

3rd Pete Borlace GOG Triathlon 00:18:35 f/s 

4th Emily Oldfield Llandudno Swimming Club 00:20:54 f/s 

5th Bill Stevens Outwood WMC 00:26:05 f/s 

6th Kate Harrison   00:29:55 f/s 

7th Karen Jones   00:32:54 f/s 

8th Lois McCray   00:36:45 f/s 

  Paul Ormerod BOK Masters DNF f/s 

Senior 1km Wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Evan Price Wrexham SC 00:15:08   

2nd Simon Blain GOG Triathlon 00:19:00   

3rd Rhys Price Wrexham SC 00:20:04   

4th Karen Munslow Chester triathlon club 00:20:26   

5th Tim Munslow Chester triathlon club 00:23:26   

6th Andy Price Wrexham SC 00:24:04   

7th 
Deborah 
Robinson 

GOG Triathlon 00:33:31 
  

8th Susie Nicholas   00:36:32   

  Anthony Price   DNS   

Junior 3km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Ellie Jane Knight Warrington Dolphins LD 01:11:08 Bst 

  Kennady Webster Kingfishers SC Scarborough DNS     



Page 23 

Ladies 3km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

  Emily Jay Halesowen SC 00:51:24 W 

1st Louise Fielding Saracens Hazel Grove 00:54:37 f/s 

2nd Stephne Douglas Warrington Dolphins LDSC 01:03:03 f/s 

3rd Sue Marsh Halton SC 01:03:50 f/s 

4th Christine Allum Northampton Swimming Club 01:22:52 f/s 

5th Alex Sedman Kingfishers SC Scarborough 01:24:23 f/s 

1st B/stroke Alexandra Booker   01:49:02 Bst 

2nd B/stroke Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins LDSC 02:20:34 Bst 

  Annie Stafford Pennine Swimmers DNF f/s 

  Nicolette Harley Team pants - Redricks DNS f/s 

Gents 3km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Ian Murray Flitwick Dolphins SC 00:52:17 f/s 

2nd David Randall Trafford Metro 00:56:16 f/s 

3rd Frank Kilgannon   01:04:19 f/s 

4th Francis Zielinski BLDSA 01:18:25 f/s 

  
Christopher 
Carter 

Warrington Dolphins LDSC DNS f/s 

  Patrick Smith BLDSA DNS f/s 

 

 
  



Page 24 

Coniston Veterans 
23rd July 2016 
 
A beautifully still, slightly overcast day greeted us for the Vets swim and with twenty swimmers 
ready to go we got on with the day. 
 
For me the Vets swim is a key one on the calendar as many of the swimmers in this event are 
generously offering their time and expertise to support the other swims on dry land. So it is an 
honour to be able to organise it. 
 
The staggered start allows for everyone to finish in a ‘bunch’ and creates a little bit more 
excitement at both the start and the finish. 
 
This year we also had a small amount of blue-green algae in the shallow parts of the lake, so 
we made sure everyone swam down the middle of the lake and took a wide turn to finish on 
the jetty by the Bluebird Café. 
 
Margaret Smith was the first to set off, but, surprisingly, not the first to finish. That honour 
belonged to Richard Davidson who completed the slightly extended 3.25 mile swim in just over 
an hour and a half. He was followed home by Gary Ridgeway and Phil Taylor to complete the 
top three for the Gents, while Jane Mitchell, Michelle Hardy and Louise Orgill were the top 
three Ladies home. 
 
Everyone swam well and everyone that started also finished the swim. We even had a dead-
heat for the Ladies Breaststroke swim. 
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped me out on dry land and well done to all the swimmers. 
 
Patrick Smith 
 

Coniston Veterans 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Jane Mitchell Daventry Dolphins SC 01:47:08 f/s 

2nd Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 01:59:03 f/s 

3rd   Louise Orgill Newark SC 02:02:20 f/s 

4th Vicki Thompson   02:22:20 f/s 

5th Jean Wilkin-Oxley BLDSA 02:25:32 f/s 

Joint 1st B/S Bev Thomas   02:31:52 Bst 

Joint 1st B/S Claire Tosh   02:31:52 Bst 

6th Janet Wilson BLDSA 03:06:49 f/s 

3rd B/S Margaret Smith   04:01:34 Bst 

  Helen Brindle   DNS     
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Gents 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Richard Davidson   01:33:07 f/s 

2nd Gary Ridgeway Langold Pikes 01:39:42 f/s 

3rd   Phil Taylor   01:40:33 f/s 

4th Garry Jackson Belper Marlin SC 01:46:36 f/s 

5th Frank Kilgannon   01:49:17 f/s 

6th Graham Pickles BLDSA 02:07:49 f/s 

7th John Forsyth   02:10:21 f/s 

8th Chris Carter   02:18:13 f/s 

9th Peter Hawksworth Notts OWS 02:19:52 f/s 

10th Paul Tew   02:25:55 f/s 

11th Alan Mitchell   02:26:09 f/s 

NTSC Simon Stoker Langold Pikes 02:01:18 f/s 
 
NTSC - Non Traditional Swimming Costume 

 

 
  



Page 26 

Coniston Water 
24th July 2016 
 
The day was a little damper than we experienced the day before at the Vets, but that’s the 
changeability of the Lake District weather for you. However, the rain had cleared away the 
small amount of blue-green algae that we’d had the previous day, so all those clouds did have 
a silver lining. 
 
We all met up at the Bluebird Café as usual and it was great to see so many new faces, with a 
number of people choosing Coniston as their first BLDSA swim. After the briefings the coach 
took the swimmers and some of the kayakers up to the start at Water Park – once again we’re 
grateful to Water Park for giving us access to the lake through their grounds. 
 
Despite some last minute costume alterations the swim got underway just after midday and as 
the swimmers made their way down the lake the weather brightened slightly – but only slightly! 
 
The first person home, just beating the two-hour mark, was Niki Williams while 16-year old 
Amy Wyatt was the first lady home. Following Amy were Wendy Figures and Stephanie Voss, 
while behind Niki in the Gents events were Peter Frost and Daniel Whittington. The Gents 
breaststroke trophy was a battle down the lake and Philip Yorke (in 1st) and Francis Zielinski 
(2nd) were only separated by seven minutes. 
 
In fact all swimmers performed amazingly well on the day with everyone home in under four 
hours. 
 
The presentation took place in the best weather of the day and hopefully that will be the 
memory people take home with them so they come back again next year. 
 
Patrick Smith 
 

Coniston Seniors 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Amy Wyatt 
Alsager Bridgestone 
ASC 02:23:44 f/s 

2nd Wendy Figures Langold Pikes/YOS 02:26:53 f/s 

3rd   Stephanie Voss   02:36:58 f/s 

4th Sarah Poll   02:42:06 f/s 

5th Tanya Joyce-Kuzdenyi   02:50:09 f/s 

6th Elaine Henderson   02:50:30 f/s 

7th Jane Mitchell Daventry Dolphins SC 02:57:09 f/s 

8th Victoria (Tors) Hamilton LDOWS 03:03:44 f/s 

9th Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 03:18:01 f/s 

10th Melody Bartlett   03:24:43 f/s 

11th Caroline Wood   03:58:41 f/s   
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Coniston Seniors 

Gents 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Niki Williams   01:59:28 f/s 

2nd Peter Frost   02:25:29 f/s 

3rd   Daniel Whittington RAF Benson 02:39:44 f/s 

4th Garry Jackson Belper Marlin SC 02:56:23 f/s 

5th Doug Wilson   02:56:34 f/s 

6th Steve Marshall Pennine Swimmers 03:24:58 f/s 

1st B/S Philip Yorke Dewsbury SC 03:28:35 Bst 

2nd B/S Francis Zielinski BLDSA 03:35:56 Bst 

  Mark Gardner BLDSA DNS   

  Christopher Jordinson SLSC DNS   
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Loch Lomond 
20th/21st August 2016 
 
This is the longest swim in the BLDSA calendar at 21.6 miles, and this year was swum in 
relatively good conditions. A two-way attempt by Adrian Rotchell, which was to have 
concluded its second leg as part of the official event, had to be abandoned due to 
exceptionally bad weather the night before. The forecast had not been good and several of the 
10 entrants had expressed concerns about possible cancellation and abandonment. However, 
the morning of the swim dawned to calm sunshine and enthusiasm for the task ahead gained 
momentum.  
 
For the first time a 1km event was held at 12 noon, to cater for all abilities, over 2 x 500m 
circuits off Ardlui Beach. This went down well and certificates were presented before the first 
of the length swimmers entered the water at 3 pm. 
 
A little before 5pm, with 4 of our swimmers already in the water, one of our rescue boats was 
diverted to assist a walker on the remote Eastern bank, who had injured her leg. She was 
dealt with by our First Aid personnel at Ardlui and despatched by ambulance. The lady has 
since been in touch to express her thanks and confirm that nothing was broken. This was a 
good example of our efficient safety procedures and willingness of our personnel to help 
others, whoever they are, and without compromising the safety of the swim already in 
progress. 
 
There was all the usual activity of the night ahead, with crews reporting progress to the race 
controller at designated intervals, rescue boat crews patrolling the loch and first aiders 
warming up and consoling swimmers who retired. Not to mention time keepers, who dare not 
take a nap in case they accidentally stopped the all important watches! 
 
Each swimmer has to find their own boat and crew for this swim, a task which can be difficult, 
and getting the right boat and crew contributes at least 50% to the success of the swim. This 
year there was a mixture of volunteers with their own boats, hired boats with volunteer crews, 
and fully commercial crews and boats. Different things work better for different people. It is the 
chemistry between all the component parts that makes the difference. 
 
5 of the 9 swimmers who started at Ardlui eventually emerged from the water at Drumkinnon 
Bay, adding to the list of less than 60 swimmers who have conquered the Loch since it was 
first swum in 1959. Breakfast on the beach was a prolonged affair, with the weather being still 
kind to us, but did finish before lunch time! 
 
I have deliberately not mentioned anyone by name in this report as the whole event was a 
success because of the cooperation of everyone involved, but would just like to highlight the 
following facts: 
 
Philip Yorke is only the second person to complete the swim using breaststroke, in a new 
record time. 
 
Sabrina Wiedmer is the first Swiss/Irish person to complete the swim. 
 
Victoria Hamilton is the first person seen emerging from the water with the same effortless 
smile as she went in with! 
 
Helen Beveridge has now completed both Loch Ness and Loch Lomond. 
 
Kathy Batts is the oldest person to complete the swim at 56 years old. 
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All amazing people! The actual results with times of this and the 1km swim are published 
elsewhere in the annual report. 
 
The next event will be in August 2018, but it is never too early to start looking for that perfect 
boat and crew! 
 
Janet Wilson (Hon Loch Lomond Swim Secretary) 
 

 
 

21.6 Miles 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Sabrina Wiedmer   10:38:28 f/s 

2nd Helen Beveridge   15:06:07 f/s 

3rd Victoria Hamilton   15:09:17 f/s 

4th Kathy Batts   18:07:48 f/s 

  Carolyn Ellis   DNF f/s 

  Zoe Sadler   DNF f/s 

  Wendy Figures   DNF f/s 

21.6 Miles 

Mens 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st B/S Philip Yorke   16:47:16 Bst 

  Adrian Rotchell   DNS f/s 

  Kevin Welsh   DNF f/s   
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1 km 
Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st w/suit Catherine Sheard   00:17:55 f/s 

2nd Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 00:24:36 f/s 

Joint 3rd Helen Brindle BLDSA 00:27:32 f/s 

Joint 3rd Jean Wilkin Oxley BLDSA 00:27:32 f/s 

5th Lois McCray   00:34:53 f/s 

6th Emily Sheridan   00:35:46 f/s 

1 km 

Mens 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Alex Bowker   00:17:52 f/s 

1st B/S Francis Zielinski BLDSA 00:24:39 Bst 

3rd Mark Sheridan   00:35:49 f/s 

1 km 

Junior Boys 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Patrick Welsh   00:20:20 f/s 
 
Ullswater 
13th August 2016 
 
This was my first time organising a BLDSA swim. I agreed to take it on when asked by 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley whilst she was packing away at the end of two way Windermere in 2015.  I 
probably left a few things a bit too late but with help from others notably Richard Hardy, 
Margaret Smith and Jean things were back on track. 
 
Then due to personal circumstances i was unsure if i would be able to attend the swim, again 
everyone rallied round and we were all set.  As it turned out I was able to be at the swim but 
took more of a back seat role. 
 
Ullswater is a fantastic lake, with its dog leg shape it makes for an interesting swim.  We had 
17 entries of which 14 started in two waves which worked out well.  The water was on the 
chilly side at Glenridding but was actually warmer at the Pooley Bridge end, this was 
welcomed by the swimmers.  On the flip side the wind picked up during the day which blew 
several swimmers into the bay near to the finish making it a hard last half mile or so. 
 
Nikki Fraser and Darron Corden led the way passing the early starters in good time.  Nikki 
pulled away to be the first finisher recording her 5th consecutive win at this event.  Darron won 
the men’s event, Philip Yorke and Jane Sedman the breaststroke trophies and Alex White the 
endeavour award.  Stephanie Voss retired due to the cold but was back to complete the 
Windermere swim two weeks later. 
 
All in all a good day with a few lessons learnt for next year!! 
 
Richard Davidson Swim Secretary 
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Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Nikki Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua 03:01:08 f/s 

2nd Wendy Figures Langold Pikes/YOS 03:25:47 f/s 

3rd Hazel Killingbeck   03:47:47 f/s 

4th Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes  04:26:51 f/s 

5th Elaine Henderson London 04:29:06 f/s 

1st B/Stroke Jane Sedman Scarborough Kingfishers 05:11:16 Bst 

  Stephanie Voss Cirencester DNF   

  Alice Gartland   DNS   

Mens 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Darron Corden BLDSA 03:06:19 f/s 

2nd Mark Gardner Natural Born Swimmers 03:24:49 f/s 

3rd Neil Meadows   03:25:54 f/s 

4th Peter Frost Gnarly Nutters 03:47:16 f/s 

5th Alex White   04:14:35 f/s 

6th John Forsyth   04:40:58 f/s 

1st B/stroke Philip Yorke Dewsbury SC 04:51:23 Bst 

  Steve Marshall Pennine Swimmers DNS   

  Wesley Wilkinson   DNS   
 
Derwentwater Triangle Championship 
14th August 2016 
 
This was my first year being Swim Secretary for this swim, so I want to thank all the volunteers 
who helped on the day.  This includes the 2 safety boat crews and the individual escorting 
kayakers and the other officials and time keepers. 
Keswick Launch Company were, as usual, very helpful in allowing us to use their beach area. 
 
Derwentwater is a beautiful lake nestling under the magnificent Cat Bells.  Fortunately the 
weather was fine, the water clear and calm and about 15 deg C.  We had 12 swimming in the 
2 mile race including 4 breaststrokers. 
 
In the 5.25 mile swim we had 9 in the water with 2 breaststroke swimmers. Everyone 
completed their events.  It was also encouraging to see that we had 2 junior girls. 
 
This year we had an enjoyable day with no incidents or first aid needs. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all next year, but appreciate we may not be so lucky with the 
conditions! 
 
Annie Stafford 
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2 Miles 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Nikki Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua 00:50:39 F/S Senior 

2nd Kate Williams   01:03:22 F/S Senior 

3rd Ruby Stocker   01:20:57 F/S Senior 

4th Jean Wilkin-Oxley BLDSA 01:25:39 F/S Vet 

Joint 1st B/S Bev Thomas Barrow LDSC 01:29:13 B/S Vet 

Joint 1st B/S Claire Tosh   01:29:13 B/S Vet 

7th Alex Sedman Scarborough Kingfishers 01:29:41 F/S Senior 

8th Helen Brindle BLDSA 01:30:25 F/S Vet 

3rd B/S Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins 02:29:23 B/S Vet 

2 Miles 

Mens 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Niki Williams   00:44:27 F/S Senior 

1st B/S Francis Zielinski BLDSA 01:25:27 B/S Senior 

2 Miles 

Junior Girls 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st  Kennady Webster Scarborough Kingfishers 00:57:35 F/S Junior 

5.25 Miles 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Erin Hope Sea Dogs Swim Academy 02:42:20 F/S Senior 

2nd Louise Orgill Newark SC 03:01:53 F/S Vet 

3rd Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 03:04:56 F/S Vet 

1st B/S Jane Sedman Scarborough Kingfishers 03:50:02 B/S Vet 

5.25 Miles 

Mens 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Darron Corden   02:15:38 F/S Vet 

2nd Mark Gardner Natural Born Swimmers 02:23:38 F/S Senior 

3rd David Randall Trafford Metro 02:31:06 F/S Vet 

4th Gary Ridgeway Langold Pikes 02:43:41 F/S Vet   
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5.25 Miles 

Junior Girls 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st B/S Ellie Jane Knight Warrington Dolphins 03:11:46 B/S Junior 
 
Windermere 
27th August 2016 
 
We had a lovely clear sunny day this year with a comfortable water temperature of around 
18c.  The swim started from Fellfoot at just after 9am.  However, what looked to be a very still 
day on land proved different on the water with a swirly breeze causing swimmers to have to 
battle with changeable conditions.  Oliver Wilkinson took the lead from the start, he led the 
race all the way to the finish arriving at Waterhead in a time of 4 hrs 9 mins 57 seconds a 
brilliant time.  He was followed by Nikki Fraser who finished in a time of 4 hrs 46 mins 03 secs. 
Not far behind was Darron Corden who completed the course in 5 hrs 07 mins 38 seconds. 
Wendy Figures was next in 5 hrs 27 mins 12 secs.  Amy Wyatt the youngest competitor at just 
16 years of age was our 3rd  lady home in 5 hrs 39 mins 03 secs well done Amy.  Mark Yare 
in his first season of open water swimming used his mental strength to swim through a 
shoulder injury and finish third man home in 5 hrs 46 mins 18 secs and was awarded the most 
meritous trophy. 
 
I would like to thank the National Trust, Lake Wardens and Windermere boating Company for 
their help and also Fellfoot Café for opening early to provide breakfast and for putting on the 
meal at our presentation ceremony. 
 
Thanks also to all the safety boat crews (Andy Wright, Mick Blackburn, Martyn Coates and 
Chris Hickling), first aiders (Janet Wilson and Chris Malpass), timekeepers (Jill Massey, 
Maureen Jagger and Gwyn Llewellyn), spotters (Gill Stables, Patrick Smith, Jean Wilkin-Oxley 
and Sue Coates), race controllers (Liane Hickling and Hannah Norton Barker) for all their hard 
work.  Thanks to all the swimmers and crews who took part, we hope to see you next year and 
perhaps you can tempt a few friends to have a go. 
 
Next year Chris Malpass has kindly volunteered to take on the administration (Swim 
Secretary) job for Windermere.  I will continue to help with some of the organisation but will 
have my hands full with a little Llewellyn-Hodgson, so Chris will be your main port of call for 
enquiries - email: cmalpass@hotmail.com 
 
Dee Llewellyn-Hodgson (Swim Secretary) 
 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Nikki Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua 04:46:03 f/s 

2nd Wendy Figures Langold Pikes 05:27:12 f/s 

3rd Amy Wyatt Alsager Bridgestone 05:39:03 f/s 

4th Stephanie Voss Cirencester 05:51:13 f/s 

5th Elaine Henderson London 06:45:00 f/s 

6th Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 07:05:57 f/s 

7th Louise Barber Coventry 08:10:35 f/s 

8th Nora Fowler Serpentine SC 08:14:30 f/s 

  Rebecca Lewis Barrow LDSC DNS f/s 
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Mens 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Oliver Wilkinson Gloucester Masters 04:09:54 f/s 

2nd Darron Corden BLDSA 05:07:38 f/s 

3rd Mark Yare Yorkshire Outdoor Swimmers 05:46:18 f/s 

4th Chris Astill-Smith Red Top 05:56:26 f/s 

5th Daniel Whittington RAF Benson 06:07:58 f/s 

6th Dylan Haughton Cally Masters 06:45:11 f/s 

7th Stuart Bowman Serpentine SC 07:19:32 f/s 

8th Geoff O'Grady BLDSA 08:13:23 f/s 

NP Peter Frost Gnarly Nutters 05:31:02 f/s 

NP = Not placed in Championship, delayed start time.  Swim is individual event. 
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St Mary’s Loch Report 
10th September 2016 
 
This swim is a tough one, in terms of location and variable weather, but well worth the effort 
for those who attempt it. The setting is remote and beautiful, with many more opportunities to 
enjoy the great outdoors in the area. 
 
The swim struggled to get entry numbers at first, but after extending the closing date and a bit 
of extra advertising, it had the usual support on the day. 
 
There were 3 events covering 1km, 3.25 miles and 6.5 miles, with everyone completing their 
chosen distance. No wetsuits were worn this year, despite them being allowed in the two 
shorter events, and no one required first aid attention. 
 
The Association’s officials again worked tirelessly to make the event a success, especially as 
there were less of them in an effort to keep costs down. 
 
We also received excellent support from Alistair at the Tibbie Sheils and the sailing club who 
also had an event on the loch. 
 
The results you will find elsewhere, but this swim is set up as one of personal achievement, so 
every finisher is rewarded in the same manner with certificates, hats, and other items that can 
be displayed and consumed as appropriate. 
 
The day of the swim was calm and sunny, unlike the previous night when several people had 
struggled to erect tents. The caravan on the site we had hired for officials was bursting at the 
seams, and again on the night of the swim for a very successful get together for all. No one 
went hungry as we pooled resources and cooked, ate and drank everything we had between 
us. Well done to all those who prepared, cooked and washed up after the feast. 
 
Although this swim is remote, thus making travel a bit of a challenge, it has lots of other 
attributes. There is a potential to take over the whole Tibbie Shiels site for the weekend, or 
longer, if we plan early enough, but this can only happen if we have a reasonable commitment 
on numbers. The accommodation includes a mixture of hotel rooms, a self contained unit, a 
caravan and camping. If you are intending to come next year, please get in touch with the 
championship secretary at an early stage, so that some of this can be booked. The swim will 
be on September 9th. 
 
Janet Wilson (St Mary’s Loch Championship Secretary) 
 

1 Way 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st B/S Ellie Knight Warrington Dolphins 01:58:55 Bst 

2nd Emma Cummings   02:10:49 f/s 

3rd Jean Wilkin-Oxley BLDSA 02:15:05 f/s 

  Alex Sedman   DNS   

Men 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st B/S Francis Zielinksi BLDSA 02:11:33 Bst 

2nd Paul Tew   02:26:13 f/s 



Page 36 

2 Way 

Ladies 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Nikki Fraser 
Stocksbridge 
Pentaqua 02:37:25 f/s 

2nd Liane Hickling City of Bradford 02:50:29 f/s 

3rd Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 04:00:34 f/s 

4th Sue Croft   04:05:53 f/s 

  Helen Beveridge   DNS   
Sue Croft - Oldest 
Finisher         

Men 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st B/S Philip Yorke Dewsbury SC 04:20:11 Bst 

1 km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Robert Mitchell   00:20:24 f/s 

2nd Michelle Hardy   00:20:41 f/s 

3rd Helen Brindle   00:25:42 f/s 

4th Lois McCray   00:30:40 f/s 

5th Kirsty McGregor   00:30:40 f/s 

6th Margaret Smith   00:40:10 Bst 
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Lynn Regis 
24th September 2016 
 
It was a lovely day with the water temperature at 63 degrees (17°C).  There were lots of new 
faces who came along but windy conditions made for hard swimming.  Ian Murray struck out in 
front and never look back but with tough conditions. 
 
Danny Bunn fought with David Randall and a close race was had, Danny was initially lost in 
Kings Lynn but found his way round course!  Melanie Holland who I hadn't met before swam a 
good strong race.  Our own Amy Mellor who’s a regular and Louise Fielding swam well.  
Margaret Smith completed the swim again as did Janet Wilson. 
 
Thanks to all officials and those lovely kayakers - also to the St. John's Ambulance crew and a 
great big thank you to Richard Hardy and Graham McIntyre, our 2016 president. 
 
Well done to all novices who came back to complete the course again! 

Stephen Smith 
 

Ladies - 4.5 km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Melanie Holland 01:20:40 f/s 

2nd Amy Mellor 01:21:00 f/s 

3rd Louise Fielding Hazel Grove & Bramhall ASC 01:28:00 f/s 

4th Amy Hayes 01:37:30 f/s 

5th Helen Gilburt 01:43:20 f/s 

1st Vet Jane Mitchell Daventry Dolphins SC 01:43:38 f/s 

7th Louise Orgill Newark SC 01:44:30 f/s 

1st B/S Claire Bustin 01:47:27 Bst 

9th Beth Jackson 01:52:15 f/s 

10th Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 01:56:51 f/s 

11th Sarah Taylor 
Downham Market Wild 
Geese 01:59:17 f/s 

12th Elizabeth Cain Langold Pikes 02:08:27 f/s 

13th Janet Wilson BLDSA 03:05:34 f/s 

2nd B/S Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins 03:45:23 Bst 

Zoe Sadler Basingstoke Bluefins SC DNS 

Junior Girls - 1.5 km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Maisie Bell Borough of Southend SC 00:32:31 f/s 

Novice 1.5 km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st Richard Tateson 00:35:35 f/s 

2nd Steve Smith 00:37:02 f/s 

3rd Annie Stafford 00:37:08 f/s 

4th Anya Rotchell 00:41:30 f/s 

5th John Walden 00:45:55 f/s    



Page 38 

Mens - 4.5 km 

Place Name Club Time Stroke 

1st/1st Vet Ian Murray 01:17:54 f/s 

2nd Daniel Bunn Chalkwell Redcaps 01:20:30 f/s 

3rd David Randall Trafford Metro 01:20:58 f/s 

1st B/S Bryn Dymott BLDSA 01:35:24 Bst 

5th Adrian Rotchell Nemes Nutters 01:36:50 f/s 

6th Rory McPherson BLDSA 01:37:50 f/s 

7th Mark Sheridan Nemes Nutters 01:38:50 f/s 

8th Douglas Mace 01:42:20 f/s 

9th Peter Hawksworth Notts OWS 01:49:52 f/s 

10th Peter Ingham Langold Pikes 01:50:56 f/s 

2nd B/S Philip Yorke Dewsbury SC 02:00:54 Bst 

3rd B/S Francis Zielinski BLDSA 02:07:05 Bst 

13th Geoff O'Grady BLDSA 02:09:34 f/s 

14th Ryan Cruikshank 02:17:03 f/s 

Paul Smith DNS 

Angus Moir DNS 

John Willis Chalkwell Redcaps DNS 

Ray Smith Yorkshire Outdoor Swimmers DNS 
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M P M P M P M P
1 MURRAY Ian 4 10 1.86 10 2.8 10 38.66
2 RANDALL David 1.86 9 2.8 8 21.66
3 KILGANNON Frank 1.86 8 3.25 5 18.11
4 MITCHELL Jane 3.25 6 2.8 4 16.05
5 SMITH Margaret 1.86 6 3.25 2.8 13.91
6 DAVIDSON Richard 3.25 10 13.25
7 FIGURES Wendy 4 9 13.00
8 RIDGEWAY Gary 3.25 9 12.25
9 ORGILL Louise 3.25 3 2.8 3 12.05
10 MOAR Guy 4 8 12.00
11 BUNN Daniel 2.8 9 11.80
12 TAYLOR Phil 3.25 8 11.25
13 TAYLOR Steve 4 7 11.00
14 JACKSON Garry 3.25 7 10.25
15 HARDY Michelle 3.25 4 2.8 10.05
16 BALSDON Nicholas 4 6 10.00
17 DYMOTT Bryn 2.8 7 9.80
18 HIBBERD Lisa 4 5 9.00
19 BOOKER Alexandra 1.86 7 8.86
20 MCPHERSON Rory 2.8 6 8.80
21 HAWKSWORTH Peter 3.25 2.8 2 8.05
22 REYNOLDS Carl 4 4 8.00
23 MACE Douglas 2.8 5 7.80
24 WADLEY Angela 4 3 7.00
25 WILSON Janet 3.25 2.8 6.05
26 HAYLOCK Robert 4 2 6.00
27 PICKLES Graham 3.25 2 5.25
28 PRICE Stephen 4 1 5.00
29 FORSYTH John 3.25 1 4.25

30= RUSSELL Alison 4 4.00
30= IACONO Riccardo 4 4.00
30= BEHRENS Hein 4 4.00
33 INGHAM Peter 2.8 1 3.80

34= CARTER Christopher 3.25 3.25
34= TEW Paul 3.25 3.25
34= THOMPSON Vicki 3.25 3.25
34= THOMAS Bev 3.25 3.25
34= TOSH Claire 3.25 3.25
34= MITCHELL Alan 3.25 3.25
34= WILKIN-OXLEY Jean 3.25 3.25
41= TAYLOR Sarah 2.8 2.80
41= O'GRADY GEOFF 2.8 2.80
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41



Position

Colwick Park

5km (3.11)

Wykeham

5km (3.11)

Champion of 
Champions

9 miles

Torbay

8 miles

Llyn Tegid 3km 
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Officers’ Reports 
 
Membership Administrator’s Report 
 
The membership for 2016 was opened after the 2015 Windermere swim to enable swimmers 
to join the last two swims of 2015 and there are 379 in all categories. 
 
296 Seniors, 157 are new this year. 
162 Veterans, 74 are new this year. 
24 Masters, 10 are new this year. 
14 Juniors, 5 new this year. 
 
We have 6 active swimming Life Members. 
 
18 Social members. 
 
There are 1868 entries on the database. 
 
There are 6 Affiliate clubs which is down from 8 last year. 
 
I started the new numbering system this year with number 1200 and the last issued was 1328.  
Numbers are issued in order regardless of status, Seniors, Juniors or Non-swimmers/Social.  
Life members still retain their old numbers. 
 
The membership for 2017 was opened after Windermere and there are already 32 joiners. 
 
Vince Classen 
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Hon. Recorder’s Report 2016 
 
Congratulations to all members of the BLDSA who have completed swims in the British Isles 
and abroad. 
 
WINDERMERE 10.5 miles 
Fellfoot to Waterhead 
SOLO SWIMS 
Adrian Rotchell, 29th May 2016, 6hrs 2mins 34secs (Earliest recorded swim) 
Sam Jones, 7th June 2016, 6hrs 26mins 00secs 
John Willis, 12th July 2016, 8hrs 17mins 12secs 
Jane Melita Bell, 13th July 2016, 8hrs 29mins 06secs (Backstroke) 
Phil Cooper, 17th September 2016, 5hrs 59mins 25secs 
 
FOUR WAY WINDERMERE 42 miles 
Waterhead to Waterhead 
SOLO SWIMS 
Liane Llewellyn Hickling, 17th -18th September 2016, 23hrs 47mins 28secs 
 
LOCH LOMOND 21.6 miles 34.8 kms 
Ardlui to Drumkinnon Bay Balloch 
SOLO SWIMS 
Jane Melita Bell, 1st August 2016, 17hrs 42mins 36secs 
 
ULLSWATER 7 miles 11.3 kms 
Glenridding to Pooley Bridge 
SOLO SWIMS 
Isabella Weatherall, 9th September 2016, 5hrs 25mins 0secs (Junior Swim) 
 
LOCH NESS 22.5 miles 36.2 kms 
Fort Augustus to Loch End 
SOLO SWIMS  
Sarah Thomas, 20th August 2015, 10hrs 52mins 0secs (not in 2015 report) 
Elaine K Howley, 20th August 2015, 13hrs 21mins 41secs (not in 2015 report) 
Craig Lenning, 20th August 2015, 13hrs 47mins 24secs (not in 2015 report) 
Helen Beveridge, 1st-2nd August 2016, 18hrs 22mins 16secs 
 
LOCH AWE 23.7 miles 38.1 kms – INAUGURAL RECORD 
Torran Bay to Kilchurn Castle 
SOLO SWIMS  
Adrian Rotchell, 30th July 2016, 14hrs 5mins 10secs  
Inaugural Record 
 
LOCH MORAR 11.2 miles 18.0 kms – INAUGURAL RECORD 
Oban Bothy to Morar 
SOLO SWIMS  
Helen Beveridge, 20th July 2016, 8hrs 32mins 27secs  
 
CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF ST KILDA, OUTER HEBRIDES 8.5 miles 13.7 kms – INAUGURAL 
RECORD 
St Kilda Pier to St Kilda Pier 
SOLO SWIMS  
Liane Llewellyn Hickling, 24th June 2016, 4hrs 6mins 12secs  
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ARRAN to TROON 16 miles 25.7 kms – INAUGURAL RECORD 
RELAY SWIM  
“Arran Troonautics” 1st October 2016, 15hrs 20mins 20secs 
Six Person Relay– Ladies 
Annie Howie, Lucy Johnston, Katherine Self, Lorna Laidlaw, Vanessa Lawrence, Alice Vernon 
 
In addition the BLDSA acknowledged a further two swims, which are both outstanding 
achievements by all of the swimmers involved, but did not fulfil the stated criteria for Swim 
Recognition in the BLDSA Rules. 
 
26.2 MILES MARATHON SWIM 
102 laps of a swim circuit at Nemes Dive Academy, Snodland 
SOLO Swim 
Paula Foreman, 6th August 2016, 16 hrs 18 mins 1 sec 
 
NORTH YORKSHIRE COAST (2 STAGE SWIM) 37.5 miles 60.4 kms 
RELAY SWIM 
“Kingfishers Swimming Club” 16th-17th July 2016, 
Total Swim Time: 16hrs 08mins 28secs 
Total Elapsed Time since the start of the swim: 31hrs 47mins 19secs 
Six Person Relay - Ladies 
Claire Bamford, Sarah Platten, Dianne Roberts, Jane Sedman, Elisha De-Alker, Erin Hope 
 
Congratulations to BLDSA members who successfully swam: 
 
THE ENGLISH CHANNEL 
One Way England – France 
Solo Swims 
 
Howard James, 16th May 2016, 13 hours 13mins 
Riccardo Iacono, 19th July 2016, 14hrs 31mins 
Alice Flood, 19th July 2016, 13hrs 53mins 
Nicholas Murch, 26th July 2016, 11hrs 40mins 
Rachael Lee, 14th August 2016, 9hrs 40mins 
Graham Walton, 29th August 2016, 11hrs 50mins 
Kate Steels-Fryatt, 6th September 2016, 13hrs 5mins 
Kevin Welsh, 13th September 2016, 14hrs 8mins 
 
Two Way England – France – England 
Solo Swims 
Rebecca Lewis, 23rd August 2016, 20hrs 15mins 
 
AROUND JERSEY 
Zoë Sadler, 17th July 2015, 11hrs 55mins 
Amanda Bell, 2nd September 2016, 11hrs 49mins 
 
LAC LÉMAN (LAKE GENEVA) 
Mark Sheridan, 18th-19th July 2016, 33hrs 6mins 51 secs 
Nicholas Murch, 29th-30th September 2016, 32hrs 46mins 33 secs 
 
Please let me know if you have completed any swims not mentioned above so they may be 
included in the Annual Report next year.  For swims that are not actual BLDSA Championship 
swims, and are not ratified by another body, please complete the appropriate Swim 
Recognition form, which is available from the website.  For swims that are ratified by another 
body (For example the English Channel) please let me know either by post or email as soon 
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as possible after the swim has taken place, giving the name of the swim, the date and the 
time, and they will also be included in the Annual Report. 
 
How to apply for recognition and ratification of individual or relay swims 
 
Please download the relevant swim recognition form from the BLDSA website and read the 
Rules regarding the swim and the witness requirements.  Please complete the form with the 
details of the swim and witnesses in advance, and send or email a copy of this to the 
Recorder along with the swim recognition fee.  An approximate date may be given and details 
of reserve witnesses may also be given.  If details change before the day please let the 
Recorder know as soon as possible.  The Recorder and other members of the Executive may 
need to know further information in advance, particularly for swims that are not individual 
swims of a Championship Course.  Signed copies with times should be forwarded on 
completion of the swim to the address on the form. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Zoë Sadler - bldsarecorder@gmail.com 
 
Hon. Publicity Officer’s Report 
 
It's been a great, safe year of swimming in 2016.  We now have 1125 members of the BLDSA 
Facebook page which presents a terrific (and free) resource to access most of our existing 
(and potential) members.  The Association continues to advertise in H2Open magazine and 
manages to get editorials in most editions highlighting the adventures of BLDSA swimmers 
both young and old.  Patrick Smith continues to do a stellar job with the BLDSA Twitter 
account and Richard & Michelle Hardy continue to publicise key news on the BLDSA site 
which they have transformed markedly over the year receiving much praise from swimmers. 
 
I will be stepping down from the role of Honorary Publicity Officer in 2017 given the pressures 
of running 2 swims and taking on the role of president.  That won't stop me from publicising 
the good name of the BLDSA BUT Michelle Hardy and Andre Roberts have stepped forward 
to lead & develop the role jointly.  Please congratulate them in being appointed in the role and 
help them to further the good name of the BLDSA and all involved with the Association. 
 
Mark Sheridan 
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Hon. Safety Officer’s Report 
 
I have survived yet another full term in office and a very successful swim season with many of 
our implemented changes making great improvements to the organisation’s image. The boat 
branding has worked extremely well on Swim Safe – Swim Rescue however is not so good 
and will be re worked this winter using a different vinyl material to try and compensate for the 
rib pressure changes. 
 
The safety crews have performed a few rescues throughout the season involving not just 
swimmers but members of the public as well. I would like to thank each and every one of the 
safety team for all their efforts and professionalism. 
 
The infamous inflatable kayak problem reared its head at Torbay this year with a swimmer and 
paddler wanting to join the swim using an inflatable kayak and whilst it did look considerably 
better than most we have seen it was still refused entry, which was a very good call as the 
weather set in and made paddling difficult even for the experienced crew with sea going 
kayaks. 
 
The majority of the other BLDSA events were fairly uneventful from a safety point of view, the 
greatest rescue being performed at Loch Lomond, where a member of the public was skilfully 
rescued by the safety team after slipping on a rock and injuring her leg. Our first aid response 
was carried out by Janet Wilson who remained as cool as a cucumber waiting for the 
ambulance to arrive and we later received word that the young girl was fine and had not done 
any serious damage. Mick Blackburn did however have to replace his beloved roll of gaffer 
tape which was used to secure his makeshift splint to the casualty’s leg. Well done to all 
involved with special thanks going to the staff at Ardlui Hotel for their assistance on shore. 
 
We continue to develop better relations with the insurance company and this year have had 
fast responses for all our safety assessment submissions making finalised paperwork to the 
swim secretaries much quicker.  Hopefully by next season the safety pack will also include 
vital templates for event paperwork, helping all swim secretaries standardise documents which 
will make further improvements to the website data upload process. 
 
Next season we are going to trial a new kayak towable buoy with a Flag Alpha mounted on to 
it, we are trying to eradicate the practise of attaching flag poles down the back of the kayaker’s 
buoyancy aid. It has been a topic of discussion at many safety meetings – how to safely fly the 
flag alpha without interfering with the kayaker’s ability to control the kayak and impede their 
escape in the event of capsize. 
 
If anyone has any suggestions which may help to improve any safety matter then please let 
me know. Many thanks to all the organisation’s members for helping to facilitate safe social 
and swimming events this season and I look forward to doing it all again next year. 
 
On a website note – I hope everyone has had a chance to view the ever improving site.  We 
have tried to get all the seasons swim results up as quickly as possible this year. We have 
also started the mammoth task of collating and processing historical data, with many hours 
spent by Zoe Sadler digitising the paper records. Please take the time to view the data and let 
us know if there are any bits missing. 
 
Richard Hardy 
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Hon. Rescue Boat Coordinator’s Report 
 
It has been another busy and at times dramatic season for our boats, trailers and crews.  With 
a trailer axle failing, the recovery of a walker with a broken ankle from the shore of Loch 
Lomond, and many superb championship events, it has been in some ways quite an 
extraordinary summer.  Some key points from the season are as follows: 
 
To allow the more rapid deployment of turn marks at circuit swims further anchors and ropes 
were purchased to create dedicated mark laying kits.  With ropes, anchors and weights ready 
clipped these just need the addition of an inflated turn mark saving time when circuit courses 
are being set out. 
 
Both boats have been clearly marked up with association logos and safety boat markings 
thanks to the efforts of Richard Hardy.  This has helped to raise the profile of the association 
and made the purpose of the boats clear to other water users.  The installation of orange 
flashing lights has also helped to indicate to other boats/officials when casualties are being 
carried and also been useful in low light situations to signal to other craft to change course. 
Richard also spent time assessing the radio transmission power of Swim Safe 2 and has 
upgraded the aerial to improve the communication range of the boat. 
 
On the return from Wykeham to Barnoldswick the trailer for Swim Safe 2 suffered an axle 
failure.  It was good fortune that no-one was hurt however the association was left with a 
recovery bill in excess of £600.  We will be investigating cost effective recovery insurance to 
ensure that we will not be left in a similar position in the future.  Thanks to the time and effort 
of Mick Blackburn, the trailer repair was effected with a substantial saving compared to paying 
commercial rates. 
 
Following one of the Lake District swims a crew member was verbally abused and threatened 
by an individual who had been crewing for a swimmer.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
point out that all of our boat crews and safety officials are volunteers who give up substantial 
amounts of their time over the summer months and without them our events would not 
happen.  All of our safety audits and risk assessments are vetted by our insurers and our 
crews and officials have the responsibility to ensure that what we say will happen on these 
documents does so in practice.  It is within this context and to ensure the safety of all those 
taking part in a swim that our crews and officials operate.  No crew member or event official 
should ever be subject to abuse of the nature of that mentioned above. 
 
Overall it has been a fantastic summer with our wonderful dedicated crews driving many 
hundreds of miles to support our swims across all three nations of Great Britain, often re-
arranging work and family commitments to ensure our events are safe.  So I would like to 
place on record my sincere thanks to all those who have crewed, towed and worked on the 
boats and trailers over the season: Mick Blackburn, Martyn Coates, Paul Llewellyn-Hodgson, 
Andrew Wright, Richard Hardy and Helen Brindle. 
 
Chris Hickling 
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Hon. Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection Officer’s Report 
 
Over the past year we have reviewed and updated our C&VAP Policy. 
 
All core volunteers at swims and Executive Committee members who come into contact with 
swimmers are now required to have a basic DBS Check or provide evidence of their 
Enhanced DBS Certificate from their work or other volunteering role.  They also need to 
provide a referee. 
 
We have updated our whistleblower policy and our anti bullying policy. 
 
Each swim has a named C&VAP named person, and for all swims this year there were no 
incidents reported. 
 
Child and vulnerable adult protection is about good practice and the open and supportive 
atmosphere we try to create at all our swims. 
 
We have discussed the importance of children having a named responsible adult on shore if 
their parent is swimming. 
 
We want to encourage parents to bring their children to swim, and recognise that we all 
sometimes need some encouragement to get into the water! 
 
We want to ensure that it is a positive experience for all.  The safety of all swimmers is our 
priority. 
 
Annie Stafford 
 
Hon. Insignia Secretary’s Report 
 
Merchandise: 
 

•  I would like to express my thanks to Richard & Michelle Hardy for researching & purchasing 
the fantastic diamond jubilee swim caps which were awarded at all events this year. 

• Online clothing continues to be available through GDB clothing (gdbclothing.co.uk) & our 
personalised t-shirts & hoodies for Loch Lomond have proved to be popular this year. 

• Members are still able to order items such as flag alphas, light sticks and swim caps by 
completing an order form and posting to me along with cheque payment.  Alternatively if 
you wish to complete a bank transfer payment then you may email me your order and I’ll 
then give you details to allow a bank transfer to be made. 

• For those requiring items such as light sticks and flag alphas for use at our swims where 
possible I have arranged to bring these along to swims to save postage and extra worry for 
swimmers.  Let me know when ordering if you do need items for a specific swim and I’ll do 
my best to help you. 

• For 2017 I hope to look into offering new items.  Please get in touch with me if you have 
suggestions. 
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200 club 
 
The 200 club is open to members and non-members. Up to 200 numbers are available to 
purchase. These numbers will be drawn monthly for monetary prizes. 
 

Month Amount No Name Amount No Name Amount No Name 

Jan £10 70 Jean Wilkin 
Oxley

£10 118 Pat 
Llewellyn

£5 31 Jean 
Gunning 

Feb £10 86 M J Smith  £10 63 Anne 
Stafford

£5 14 Penny 
Rushton  

March £10 115 Philip Yorke £10 28 Graham 
Smith

£5 24 Tony Espin 

AGM £20 104 John 
Goodbody

£20 9 Tony Espin    

April £10 74 Richard 
Hardy

£10 9 Tony Espin £5 14 Penny 
Rushton 

May £10 13 Leslie Du 
Cane

£10 108 Gwyn 
Llewellyn

£5 118 Pat 
Llewellyn  

June £10 32 James Norton £10 137 Peter Crowe £5 63 Anne 
Stafford 

July £10 117 Heather 
Zielinski

£10 40 Andy Wright £5 53 Carl Walker 

Aug £10 53 Carl Walker  £10 59 Gill Stables £5 25 Joe Smith 

Sept £10 87 Ivan Naisbitt £10 44 Gill Stables  £5 74 Richard 
Hardy

Oct £10 74 Richard 
Hardy

£10 106 Francis 
Zielinski

£5 16 Margaret 
Smith

 
Currently we have 119 active numbers at £6 each=£714 and we award 2 x £10 and 1 x £5 a 
month and 2 x £20 at the AGM.  Prizes over the year amount to £340 so a profit of £374 has 
been achieved so far this year and hopefully I can pick up a few more members. 
 
Apply now and pay by cheque or direct debit only £6 for your chance to win.  Pay £6 for 1 
number in our monthly draw or purchase more numbers for an even better chance of winning. 
 
The 200 club is a great and easy way to continue to support your Association. 
 
Liane Llewellyn Hickling 
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Hon. Dinner Secretary’s Report 
 
The Annual Dinner was held at the Hydro Hotel Windermere on the 12th March. 
 
It was nice to see so many people at the dinner earlier this year.  Thanks to Ulrich Haevecker 
our guest speaker who entertained us with his amusing stories.  My thanks also go to 
Heather Zielinski for providing the table decorations. 
 
This year the Association has been running for 60 years, (Our Diamond Anniversary).  The 
dinner this year will mark this occasion and is to be held at the Holiday Inn, Brighouse on the 
11th March 2017.  This is the same venue that the Golden Jubilee Dinner was held 10 years 
ago.  I hope that many of you both old and new members will be able to attend to mark this 
occasion. 
 
After 11 years of arranging the dinner I have decided it is time to step down and pass the 
organisation on to someone else.  Many thanks to Jane Bell who has kindly offered to take 
over from me and is already in the process of organising the 2018 dinner.  Good luck Jane - I 
am sure you will make a great success of future dinners. 
 
Pat Llewellyn (Dinner Secretary) 
 
Hon. Trophy Secretary’s Report 
 
First thanks to all on the sub-committee for their support throughout the year.  Unfortunately 
the sub-committee won’t include Helen Brindle next year, so I want to thank her for her 
valuable input, efforts and time, she’ll be missed. However, it will include Zoe Sadler, so a big 
welcome to her.  I am looking forward to working with you Zoe. I’ll endeavour to continue to try 
and be organised. 
 
We only had one issue with trophies this season, that of the Coniston Vets Gents trophy.  This 
seems to have been mislaid somehow.  All lofts have been searched but it is not to be found.  
I remain optimistic it will reappear when we are not looking for it however. In the meantime I 
have reassigned the Rivington Male Veteran Gents trophy to the Coniston Vets Swim 
Secretary to award in its stead.  Aside from that there are no further issues to report. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing all members at the Annual Dinner and AGM. 
 
Jo Blackburn 
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Affiliated Club Reports 
 
Sandown to Shanklin “Pier to Pier” Race 2016 Report 
 
The event this year was held on Saturday the 6thh of August. Again this proved very popular 
with the entrants, although our numbers were down which was due to having to move to the 
early weekend and thus clashing with the myriad of events being held on the mainland. 
 
Lindsey and Andrew Shenton provided the computer back up and administration and their 
expertise showed in the smooth running of the difficult registration at the start and the 
preparation of the results at the end in the quickness of the presentations. 
 
Bob Cooper was again Safety Officer. 
 
This year’s guest of honour was the Island’s own Para Olympian and World Para Champion, 
Mr Gary Watson. He enjoyed his day and presenting the Trophies, but said that he was not up 
to the challenge of the sea! 
 
The weather preceding the day, except the Thursday, had been superb and so on the 
Saturday there was never any doubt of the race taking place. 
 
A total of 82 swimmers took part, 51 men, 28 ladies and 3 breaststrokers. 
 
The sea was relatively calm but there was a slight wind that did create some waves, but with 
the Spring tide having just turned the swimmers enjoyed the assistance given by nature. The 
times varied from the fastest in 31.12 to the 56.22. 
 
There were a large number of spectators on the beach and promenade at Sandown to watch 
the start and at Shanklin to observe the finish. Some event advertising had been placed 
around these locations and this helped in bringing holiday makers to watch. We should 
consider being a bit more pro-active in this area to ‘spread the word’. 
 
This year we were assisted on the water safety front by the following: 
 
Sandown and Shanklin Independent Lifeboat 
Ryde Inshore Rescue Rib 
4 Shanklin Deep Sea Fishermen Craft 
27 Kayakers and Canoeists managed by the IOW Kayak Club 
 
At the finish we were supported by the staff, and facilities of the Shanklin/Sandown Rowing 
Club. They provided hot soup and bread rolls for the swimmers and helpers and the 
tables/chairs for ‘office work’. 
 
We were able to give every swimmer a nourishment bar as they finished which was kindly 
donated by Tesco Extra in Ryde. 
 
After comments made last year by swimmers, the finish line was clearly marked by an 
archway of balloons supplied by ‘Twisted Inflations’. The swimmers appreciated this and it 
looks like it will be done each year. 
The First Aid assistance was provided by the Ryde Beach Lifeguards and they had very little 
to do due to the easy conditions of the sea.  
 
All swimmers received a commemorative medal as they came ashore. 
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The P.A. system was hired and proved invaluable both at the start where it is vital that all 
swimmers hear the safety briefing and at the end for the results and other announcements. 
 
Again, having a single set of recorder and timekeeper at the finish worked very well and there 
was only one slight error (due to the number marker ink blurring on a swimmer).  We were 
easily able to establish that all 82 had completed the swim immediately. 
 
Many swimmers want us to get the details of next year’s event published as soon as possible, 
and on a Saturday, so they can book accommodation. 
 
Due to the smaller entry and the fact that we do not have any other sponsorship, we will be 
making donations to the above groups who provide their assistance to us, but it will not be 
quite as much as we have done in the past. 
 
Finally, thank you to the British Long Distance Swimming Association for their Safety advice 
and Insurance for the event. 
 
The full results and a super set of photographs of the event are available on the Marlins 
website at IOW Marlins Masters Swimming Club. 
 
Bob Cooper (Safety Officer) 
 
Seahorse Swim 2016 
 
East Dorset Open Water Swimming Club held its seventh annual Seahorse Swim on Sunday 3 
July 2016 attracting over 200 swimmers from all over the country. The swim from Knoll Beach, 
Studland was held by kind permission of the National Trust and in support of the Seahorse 
Trust and was blessed with good weather.  Congratulations to Guy Giles who was again first 
3.8km swimmer back, winning the wetsuit category. EDOWSC members Emily Clarke and 
Clare Jevons also won their respective 3.8km non-wetsuit and 2km wetsuit categories. 
 
Club Chairman Chris Parkin thanked RLSS Poole and associated lifesaving clubs for first 
class safety cover and to Kitbrix for 16 superb accessory prizes designed for triathletes and 
open water swimmers. The Swim has again raised funds for the Seahorse Trust, National 
Trust, RLSS Poole Lifeguards and neighbouring clubs as well as acting as a catalyst for 
swimmers to achieve their personal fundraising goals.  Chris thanked the event committee 
which had worked extremely hard in the months preceding the swim and the fantastic group of 
volunteers who gave up their time on the day to carry out important roles to make this year’s 
event another success.  We have received positive and enthusiastic comments from 
swimmers and via social media.  The club continues its season of sea swims from its Shore 
Road base, 6 for 6.30pm every Tuesday and Sunday throughout the summer. 
 
John Bolton EDOWSC 
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Seahorse Swim 2016 Results 
 
Gents wetsuit 3.8kms:    Ladies wetsuit 3.8kms: 
1 Guy Giles 46.58     1 Verity Westgate 1:05:07 
2 Luke Elam     2 Ruth Lowe 
3 Christopher Hopton    3 Catherine Atkinson 
 
Gents non-wetsuit 3.8kms:    Ladies non-wetsuit 3.8kms: 
1 Steven Hurley 53:29    1 Emily Clarke 53.12 
2 Rory Fitzgerald     2 Claire Thorn 
3 Paul Bates     3 Emma Baird 
 
Gents wetsuit 2kms:     Ladies wetsuit 2kms: 
1 Nigel Thomas 33.50    1 Clare Jevons 33.38 
2 Michael Bradford     2 Sarah Fenton 
3 Robert Kathro     3 Louise Kathro 
 
Gents non-wetsuit 2kms:     Ladies non-wetsuit 2kms: 
1 Richard Parker 33.13    1 Jennifer Glaysher 38:02 
2 Alfie Cunnington     2 Helen Needham 
3 Jim Garnett     3 Jane Huntley 
 
Roy Harding Memorial Trophy for first local male non-wetsuit over 40 - Rory Fitzgerald 56.38 
Roy Harding Memorial Trophy for first local lady non-wetsuit over 40 - Tasha Morey 1:00:11 
Oldest gentleman to complete the 3.8kms course - Bob Holman 
Oldest lady to complete the 3.8km course - Ellery McGowan 
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Jersey Long Distance Swimming Club 
 
The 42nd year of the JLDSC started with one of the biggest changes the club has experienced 
in nearly 30 years, Sally Minty-Gravett handed over the baton of President to Wendy Trehiou.  
As the Club was inducted into the International Marathon Swimming Hall of Fame her last role 
as President was to receive the award and accolades on behalf of the JLDSC in Los Angeles. 
 
Jean McLaughlin was awarded a BEM in the New Year’s Honours list for her services to the 
recognition of Evacuees during the Occupation.  Later in the month, Charlotte Vernon (16) 
became the first recipient of the Sir George Carteret Endeavour Award in recognition of her 
Round Jersey swim in 2015 followed by a Round Jersey relay raising funds for MS Jersey.  
Congratulations also to Wendy Trehiou for winning the Global Marathon Swimmers Award in 
the most adventurous, interesting or unusual swim category.  This was for her St Malo to 
Jersey swim last year. 
 
Following the New Year’s Day swim, both the ever popular BLDSA Postal swim and local 
charity Swimarathon were very well attended. 
 
In March, Charlie Gravett was nominated into the International Marathon Swimming Hall of 
Fame as an Honour Contributor for his lifelong work as a club administrator and a prolific 
escort boat captain.  Over the course of his career, Charlie has planned and escorted dozens 
of solo marathon and channel swims and relays around Jersey and from Jersey to France. 
 
Also in March, club members completed 2 swims overseas.  Eric Blakeley swam across the 
Straits of Gibraltar and is believed to be the first islander to achieve this.  Approx 12 nautical 
miles and in windy conditions, it took Eric 6 hr 51 mins.  Heading to a warmer climate, 
Sally Minty-Gravett was due to swim the cross Channel from Nevis to St. Kitts in the 
Caribbean.  However due to adverse winds the swim was altered and despite a water 
temperature of about 26°C, Sally finished first in her age-group and won a fabulous hand 
carved turtle trophy! 
 
Our outdoor season started as always on the May Day weekend.  Conditions were not ideal 
with choppy waters but it was great to see so many swimmers turn out.  Welcoming back 
some old friends and many new faces.  Sunday swims continued throughout the summer at 
various locations around the island.  Tuesday night training moved outdoors with a regular 
turnout of swimmers. 
 
Our first local swim happened on June 28th. Andy Truscott and Ali Wood completed a two-
person relay from the Minquiers to Jersey in a time of 6 hours 23 minutes.  This was the first 
time this swim had been done and was good preparation for Andy’s solo crossing later on in 
the year. 
 
Also in June, former president Sally Minty-Gravett was awarded an MBE for her services to 
swimming over the years.  A very well deserved award and the JLDSC are very proud of 
Sally's achievements. 
 
Sally had further cause for celebration later on in the year when she successfully completed a 
long held dream to complete a solo two-way English Channel swim.  Previously Sally has 
swum the English Channel solo five times in five separate decades.  In the lead up to her 
swim, she completed two round Jersey swims in 72 hours.  She completed the first swim on 
22nd July in a time of 10 hours 36 minutes and the second circumnavigation on 24th July in a 
time of 11 hours 10 minutes.  Sally’s two previous attempts at the double crossing had been 
thwarted by the weather but this year on 29th August she started swimming and 36 hours 26 
minutes later on 30th August, emerged as a two-way Channel swimmer. 
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Andy Truscott also travelled to Dover to attempt the English Channel. Andy was 'weathered 
out' last year but had perfect conditions for his crossing on 18th July finishing in a time of 13 
hours 57 minutes.  Two weeks later he completed a Jersey to France swim as part of his Arch 
to Arc Challenge.  Andy ran 11 miles before swimming to France and then cycled onwards to 
Paris.  Andy completed the challenge in a time of 34 hours 31 minutes.  He also broke the 
record for the Jersey to France swim in a time of 6 hours 37 minutes.  His final swim of the 
season, from the Minquiers to Jersey, was completed in 7hrs 17mins. 
 
Congratulations to all round island swim teams that took part in the Round the Island 
Challenge on 23rd July to raise money for the Grace Crocker Foundation.  Many club members 
were involved and did their training and 2 hour qualifying swims with the JLDSC.  We look 
forward to supporting the challenge again next year. 
 
During our swim programme we have several memorial and trophy swims. 
 
The DeCaux swim is awarded to the youngest male and female swimming on the day.  This 
year the trophies went to Ocean Brown and Piers Willis. 
 
The Flambard trophy was awarded to Ocean Brown and William Vane. 
 
The Karen Delahunty Trophy was awarded to William Vane for being the youngest competitor 
to complete the challenging swim.  
 
Masters swim trophies were awarded to the first male and female home over a mile-long 
course, winners were John Legge and Alice Harvey.  Mini Masters trophies were awarded for 
the first time this year to cover the age-group 18-25 years and the inaugural winners were 
Rhianna Reynolds and Joseph Asplet. 
 
In a small field of swimmers contesting our senior club championships, Alice Harvey was 
crowned Ladies Champion and Andy Truscott crowned Men’s Champion.  Our junior club 
champions are Freddie Lucas and Charlotte Vernon.  Maisie Duncan won the under 10 years 
championship. 
 
The season was rounded off in September with the ‘Holidays for Heroes Jersey’ Inter services 
relay race, a charity competition raising money for H4HJ which offers breaks in the Island to 
service personnel who have been injured whilst serving in the armed forces.  It had been 
weathered out last year but was given the go-ahead on 20th September by race organiser 
Charlie Gravett.  Teams from the Army, RAFSA, a team of “Heroes” (injured servicemen 
personnel) and Oscars Old & Bold (retired RAF) joined local squads Jersey Ladies, a JLDSC 
Junior team and Ports of Jersey team.  All teams completed the race within 45 minutes of 
each other with the Army finishing first.  More than £18,000 was raised for the charity. 
 
Swims achieved by club members this year: 
Big Chill swim (6.7°C) February 2016, Dee Richards – gold, Wendy Trehiou – silver & bronze 
Lake Windermere, Jo Pullman, 5th July 2016, 5hrs 38mins (wetsuit) 
English Channel, Nick Adams, 14th July 2016, 10hrs 00mins 
Double Lake Windermere, Alice Harvey, 27th July 2016, 12hrs 16mins 
English Channel Cancer Survivors relay, 9th August 2016, Wendy Trehiou, Dee Richards & 
Linda Devereux, 13hrs 10mins 
Lake Coniston, Wendy Trehiou, 3hrs 03 mins, Linda Breen, 4hrs 12mins, Dee Richards, 4hrs 
12mins, John Maxey, 2hrs 39mins (wetsuit) & Sarah Pierce, 3hrs 03mins (wetsuit) 
Molokai Channel, Hawaii, Adrian Sarchet, 11th July 2016, 17hrs 24 mins 
English Channel, Andy Truscott, 18th July 2016, 13hrs 57mins 
2-Way English Channel, Sally Minty-Gravett MBE, 29th-30th August, 36hrs 26mins 
English Channel 2-man relay, Cliff Golding, 11th September 2016, 13hrs 23mins 
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Congratulations to all members and visiting swimmers on their following successful swims: 
 
Round Jersey Solo 
 
Sally Minty-Gravett MBE, 22nd July 2016, 10hrs 36mins 
Sally Minty-Gravett MBE, 24th July 2016, 11hrs 10mins 
Adrian Follain, 6th August 2016, 12hrs 05mins 
David Barra, 6th August 2016, 10hrs 37mins 
Aly Phippen, 2nd September 2016, 10hrs 02mins 
Amanda Bell, 2nd September 2016, 11hrs 49mins 
 
Round Jersey Relay 
 
Ladies Wot Swim, 4th July 2016, 10hrs 46mins 
Team Together, 6th July 2016, 11hrs 43mins 
Elian Jersey Water Polo Team, 23rd July 2016, 9hrs 44 mins 
Team Ed Shorrock, 23rd July 2016, 10hrs 13mins 
“Had Yer Gobs” Team, 23rd July 2016, 10hrs 26mins 
Team Luke, 23rd July 2016, 10hrs 02mins 
Jersey CAWS, 22nd August 2016, 10hrs 35mins 
Team RAD, 23rd August 2016, 10hrs 25mins 
Jersey Masters Team, 18th September 2016, 8hrs 51mins 59 secs NR 
Army Team, 20th September 2016, 9hrs 20mins 
RAFSA, 20th September 2016, 9hrs 21mins 
Oscars’ Old & Bold, 20th September 2016, 9hrs 46mins 
Jersey Ladies, 20th September 2016, 9hrs 51 mins 
Help for Heroes, 20th September 2016, 10hrs 01mins 
JLDSC Juniors, 20th September 2016, 10hrs 05mins 
Ports of Jersey, 20th September 2016, 10hrs 06mins 
 
Jersey to France Solo 
 
Ian Rivers, 8th July 2016, 7hrs 05mins 
Kevin Welsh, 16th July 2016, 8hrs 44mins 
Steve Pallett, 17th July 2016, 9hrs 37mins  
Juliette Bigley, 17th July 2016, 7hrs 16mins 
Laura Lopez-Bonilla, 13th August 2016, 10hrs 51mins 
Andy Truscott, 30th July 2016, 6hrs 37mins 
Sale Savel, 30th July 2016, 7hrs 25mins 
Max Beer, 6th September 2016, 6hrs 32 mins 06 secs 
Fay De Gruchy, 13th September 2016, 9hrs 35mins 
 
Jersey to France Relay 
 
Ladies Wot Swim, 6th July 2016, 6hrs 44mins 
Barnes J2F Team, 18th August 2016, 7hrs 06mins 
Les Minquiers to Jersey Relay, The “A” Team, 28th June 2016, 6hrs 23mins 
Les Minquiers to Jersey Solo, Andy Truscott, 11th September 2016, 7hrs 17mins 
Sark to Jersey Relay, Swim Gang Delinquents, 11th September 2016, 9hrs 43mins 
 
Many thanks to all our boat crews, kayakers, committee and members for all their help this 
year! 
 
Jenny FitzGerald 
JLDSC Hon Sec 
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Warrington Dolphins Long Distance Swimming Club 
 
In my first year of being President of Warrington Dolphins LDSC I would like to congratulate 
and to say thank you to everyone who has either organised, helped out or taken part in the 
various events that Dolphins organise throughout the year. 
 
In February we had our 1500m Championships indoor event, this year organised by 
Rob Waterhouse. We had 57 entries, an excellent turnout.  We had representation from a 
number of clubs, Warrington Tri Club, Warriors of Warrington, Trafford Metro, Barrow Long 
Distance Swimming Club, St Helens Tri Club, Howe Bridge LDSC, Stockport SC and 
Warrington Dolphins. We had a Junior 800m swim with 9 swimmers.  The Junior Male 1500m 
was closely contested with Tommi Barnes - Warriors of Warrington taking 1st place in a 
superb time of 20:00s, closely followed by Adam Farini, Warrington Dolphins, in a brilliant time 
of 20:08s. Dominic Richard - Warrington Dolphins took 3rd place in a great time of 21:43s. 
Kathryn Schofield of Warrington Tri Club took first place in the Female Junior 1500m in a 
fantastic time of 23:14. Annie Leach of Trafford Metro had a great swim taking 2nd place in 
25.21.  Well done to all Junior swimmers, you all did brilliantly showing a tremendous high 
level of swimming at a young age. In the Senior Ladies 1500m Championships, it was 1st 2nd 
and 3rd for the Warrington Dolphins, with Jackie Carribine taking first place in a fantastic time 
of 22:18, Michaela Richard in 2nd place in 23:34 and third place to Alison Wilson in 25:18.  
The Senior Male 1500m Championships was also 1st, 2nd and 3rd spot for the Warrington 
Dolphins with Chris Rix taking 1st place in tremendous time of 18:28s. Mark Jones took 2nd 
place in a brilliant time of 19:05s and Richard Taylor taking 3rd in a great time of 20:38s. 
Irene Meikle from Barrow LDSC won the Ladies 1500m Breaststroke swim in a fantastic time 
of 29:51.  A good time was had by all with a lovely Buffet afterwards. 
 
In the same month our Treasurer Caroline Lewis organised the Postal Swim for the club.  A 
huge thank you to all counters - your support is massively appreciated.  It was a fun and 
challenging event with some interesting results.  The Club had a total of 37 entries and 
collectively swam 4,258 lengths (106,440m).  Overall totals senior men: (15 entries) 1,859 
lengths, senior ladies: (9 entries) 1,058 lengths, junior boys: (8 entries) 862 lengths, junior 
girls: (5 entries) 478 lengths. 
 
A number of the Club swimmers achieved noticeable success in their individual age groups, 
medal winners Michaela Richard and Graham Padgett took gold, Richard Taylor silver and it 
was a bronze for Stephne Douglas.  Whilst in the team events, gold medals were won by: 
Anita Dodd, Michaela Richard, Julie Trevor (ladies over 45yrs) total swim 9773ms. 
Rob Waterhouse, Richard Taylor, Steve Elliot (gents over 35yrs) total swim 11145ms. 
Mark Jones, Rob Waters, Ian McCall (gents over 55yrs) total swim 9910ms. Graham Padgett, 
Chris Carter, Stuart Ainsworth (gents over 65yrs) total swim 9300ms. It was silver for 
Alan Pomfret, David Bowker, Ian McCall (gents over 55yrs) total swim 7270ms, and bronze for 
Tim Hughes, Adam Farini, Conor Lynch (gents open) total swim10490ms.  A big, big thank 
you to fellow Dolphin Mandy Reid who organises the event nationally on behalf of the BLDSA 
and does a magnificent job in collating all the results. 
 
Our next event was the Bob Keating/Dick Dickinson Championships organised by 
Caroline Lewis.  Congratulations to all winners. Steph Douglas won the senior 4km 
‘Bob Keating’ event, Luke Atkinson was first in the junior over 11yrs 2.5km ‘Dick Dickinson’ 
swim, with Joe Lewis taking the trophy for the junior under 11yrs 1.5km event.  All three 
swimmers completed the distances closest to their estimated time to win their events.  Eight 
senior and four junior swimmers took part in the events and put in some really good times.  It 
was great preparation for upcoming outdoor swims and those joining in the channel relays this 
year and next.  Again thank you to all the counters who turned up to help.  We are hugely 
grateful for your time and support. 
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Once again Dolphins took to the seas with a Channel Relay.  Congratulations to this year’s 
Channel relay team Greg O’Connell, Marc Pomfret, Adam Farini, Rob Waterhouse, 
Richard Taylor and Chris Carter, who successfully completed another crossing by Dolphins 
members, in a time of 13 hrs 39 mins on 28th June.  This was a first channel crossing 
experience for Richard, Greg and Adam, the youngest team member, at just 17.  Marc and 
Rob had returned for a second crossing, whilst for hardened veteran Chris, this was his 9th 
successful crossing.  Chris also completed two new swims to us which were the Scilly Isles 
Challenge 5 swims over 2 days approximately 7 miles of swimming and also the Falmouth 
Endless Summer Swim 1 mile.  Many thanks to Rob, who in addition to swimming was team 
manager and organiser of the swim. 
 
Marbury Handicap held at Marbury Park outdoor pool, an annual event held on Friday 1st July.  
The weather was fine except for some rain at the beginning of the evening.  Well done to the 
15 swimmers who took part in the swim, in a water temperature of 18C.  Many thanks to our 
members who came along to timekeep.  Congratulations to Alan Pomfret who won in a time of 
32m 26s.  Only 6 seconds faster than his predicted finishing time.  Kalliopi Sinclair came a 
close second, just 7 seconds off her prediction.  Barbara Harding finished in 3rd place, 
finishing 20 seconds faster than her predicted time. 
 
Budworth Championships - Mild water temperature was the order of the day for the 62 
swimmers who took part in the day’s event.  Twenty three Dolphins were swimming and many 
more involved in the running of the event.  Many thanks to Margaret Smith for providing the 
Club with the two trophies for the new 2mls Masters events.  These were won by Club 
members Margaret Smith and Graham Padgett.  Tobias Fox also took home the trophy for the 
Junior male 2mls event finishing in a respectable time of 42 mins 26 secs.  Well done to 
everyone who took part. Many thanks to Adrian Moylan who organised the event and his team 
of volunteers. 
 
Albert Dock - Seventeen Dolphin’s members were part of a record number of entries in this 
year’s event.  A growing amount of interest was shown by those entering the wetsuit 
competitions.  With swimmers coming from across the breadth of the UK, they took to the 
water in glorious sunshine (air temp at approximately 20C and water temp 19C) and were 
undeterred by the number of jelly fish basking in the warm temperatures.  Dolphin members 
were successful across the different events.  First places went to Julie Trevor Ladies 4mls 
freestyle, Graham Padgett Gents 2mls freestyle, Ellie Jane Knight Junior 2mls breaststroke 
and Beth Dowding Junior 2mls wetsuit.  Many thanks to the members, friends and family who 
assisted in making this another successful event, volunteers from Liverpool Canoe Club in 
providing excellent water safety cover and to Liverpool Watersports Marina for great food and 
facilities. 
 
This summer we have seen several of our junior swimmers achieve considerable outdoor 
success.  As previously reported, 17yrs old Adam Farini had a great experience of his first 
Channel relay swim and Tobias Fox (age 15yrs), won the male 2mls Junior event at the 
Budworth Championships. 
 
It has also been a remarkable summer for two of our female juniors.  In addition to their 
successes in the both the Budworth and Albert Dock Championships, Ellie Jane Knight and 
Beth Dowding, both 14 yrs old have also competed in other open water events.  Well done to 
all our junior swimmers who have taken part in open water long distance events this summer. 
 
Ellie made a weekend of it on at the BLDSA Lyn Tegid (Bala) championships.  She won the 
3kms event in a respectable time of 1 hr 11 mins.  She then went on to swim 5kms on the 
Sunday, finishing first in the breaststroke event in 1 hr 32 mins.  Ellie received the junior 2mls 
Breaststroke trophy at the Albert Dock Championships.  Beth Dowding took part in the Great 
Manchester Swim, completing the mile event in 24 mins 29 secs. She was 3rd female to finish 
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in the 16 – 19 years age category and 10th female overall out of 770 entrants.  She also 
completed a 5kms swim at Uswim's Open Water Festival at Salford Quays finishing 1st 
female.  Beth competed in the ‘Chill-swim’ Coniston end to end event (5.25mls) and hopes to 
be part of a 2018/19 Dolphins Channel Relay team.  Dolphins were represented at the Dee 
Mile swim by Michaela Richard, Karen Hodgkins and Richard Taylor, who all entered the 2km 
Allcomer (non- wetsuit) event. 
 
Out of 23 starters, Michaela finished 2nd lady overall in a time of 29 mins 45 secs. 
Karen finished 18th, her first time in this event, in 43 mins 42 secs, out of 23 starters.  
Richard finished 4th in the gents, in 27 mins 28 secs out of 18 starters. 
 
Congratulations to all. 
 
Michaela Richard 
WDLDSC President 
 
22nd Budworth Championship 
4th June 2016 
 

Senior Ladies - 3 miles 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Amy Wyatt Alsager ASC 01:12:34   

2nd Hazel Killingbeck U/A 01:13:37   

3rd Michaela Richard Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:22:29 v 

4th Julie Trevor Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:38:58 v 

5th Ellie Moore Wirral Metro Swimming Club 01:40:35   

6th Julie Lloyd Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:54:40 v 

  Bev Thomas Barrow Long Distance SC Retired v 

Senior Gents - 3 miles 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Thomas Nelson Wirral Metro SC 01:00:42   

2nd Robert Monk City of Chester 01:13:48 v 

3rd Richard Taylor Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:16:13   

4th Steve Brearey Chester Tri 01:23:08 v 

5th Ian Griffiths Trafford Metro 01:25:11 v 

6th Kevin Welsh U/A 01:25:37 v 

7th David Dutton U/A 01:26:37   

8th Andrew Wright Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:27:12 v 

9th Rob Waterhouse Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:28:37   

10th Marc Pomfret Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:31:30     
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Place Name Club Time Class 

11th Peter Goodman U/A 01:34:39 v 

12th Joe Wilcox Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:36:44 v 

13th Andy Sherratt Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:38:08 v 

14th James Long Chester Tri Club 01:40:49 v 

15th Nicholas White Blackpool 01:41:17   

16th Christopher Carter Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 01:57:14 v 

17th Joseph Coy Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 02:11:38 v 

  Henry James Lowther Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C Retired v 

Ladies - 1 mile 

Place Name Club Time 

1st Louise Fielding Hazel Grove Bramhall ASC 0:23:07 

2nd Sue Marsh Halton SC 0:29:03 

3rd Caroline Lewis Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 0:31:56 

4th Karen Hodgkins Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 0:37:07 

Junior Ladies - 2 mile freestyle 

Place Name Club Time 

1st Amy Compton Wirral Metro SC 0:45:23 

2nd Beth Dowding Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 0:53:24 

3rd Ellie Jane Knight Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 1:04:16 

Junior Gents - 2 mile freestyle 

Place Name Club Time 

1st Tobias Fox Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 0:42:26 
Joint 
2nd Steven Grist Birkenhead SC 0:42:55 
Joint 
2nd Ryan Huddart Rykneld SC 0:42:55 

Ladies Masters - 2 miles 

Place Name Club Time 

1st Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 2:05:19 

Gents Masters - 2 miles 

Place Name Club Time 

1st Graham Padgett Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C. 0:49:04 

2nd David Randall Trafford Metro 0:50.:48 

3rd Frank Kilgannon U/A 0:56:28 

4th Dave Reason Howe Bridge Marlins LDSC 1:01:54 

5th Chris Green Barrow Long Distance SC 1:14:22   
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Ladies - 1 mile wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time 

1st Karen Munslow Chester Tri Club 0:26:21 

2nd Jacqueline Carter Stockport Swimming Club 0:37:46 

Gents - 1 mile wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time 

1st Paul Roberts City Of Chester Tri 0:22:16 

2nd Dan Harbidge Warrington Tri Club 0:23:23 

3rd Paul Harbidge Warrington Tri Club 0:24:56 

4th Robert Hough U/A 0:25:14 

5th Tom Stephens Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 0:25:36 

6th David Cornwell Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 0:27:57 

7th Tim Munslow Chester Tri Club 0:34:17 

8th Rob Wilson Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 0:34:36 

Ladies - 3 mile wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time 

1st Judy Brown Warrington Masters SC 1:07:42 

2nd Jane Nunn Knutsford Tri Club 1:08:44 

3rd Joanna Maxwell U/A 1:20:29 

4th Alison Wilson Warrington Dolphins L.D.S.C 1:24:29 

5th Louise Clague U/A 1:25:21 

6th Liz Batt High Peak Tri 1:37:10 

7th Sally Green U/A 1:44:46 

Gents - 3 mile wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time 

1st Michael Boyle Trafford Metro 01:08:59 

2nd Peter Openshaw U/A 01:09:17 

3rd Matt Donnelly Darren Masters 01:13:45 

4th Mal Balmer St Helens Tri 01:19:55 

5th Andrew Hamlett-Orme Knutsford Tri 01:22:29 

6th Pete Price Knutsford Tri Club 01:26:16 

7th Jeff Fidler Knutsford Tri Club 01:30:19 

8th Jon Batt High Peak Tri 01:30:39 
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31st Albert Dock Championship 
6th August 2016 
 

Junior Freestyle 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Amy Compton Wirral Metro SC 00:45:41   

Junior Breaststroke 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Ellie Jane Knight Warrington Dolphins LDSC 01:05:29   

Junior Freestyle - wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Beth Dowding Warrington Dolphins LDSC 00:47:29   

2nd Jessica Critchlow Warrington SC 00:55:13   

Senior Freestyle - 2 miles 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Joanne Morris Chester Triathlon Club 00:47:00 1st V50 

2nd Louise Fielding 
Hazel Grove & Bramhall 
ASC 00:47:52   

3rd Michaela Richard Warrington Dolphins LDSC 00:52:50 2nd V50 

4th Anna Pope U/A 00:58:59   

5th Karen Hodgkins Warrington Dolphins LDSC 01:14:55 3rd V50 

6th Amanda Reid Warrington Dolphins LDSC 01:25:56 4th V50 

  Stephne Douglas Warrington Dolphins LDSC DNS   

Senior Breaststroke 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Vanessa Compton U/A 01:10:26   

2nd Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins LDSC 02:08:53 1st V70 

Senior Freestyle - wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Val Ornsby Chester Triathlon Club 00:52:35   

2nd Imogen Gough Manchester Triathlon Club 00:54:13   

3rd Chris Mantin El-Gouna (Egypt) 00:56:23 1st V50 

4th Rosemary Symms Chester Triathlon Club 01:06:25 1st V60 

5th Miranda Taylor Knutsford ASC 01:08:24   

6th Eileen Sharman U/A 01:26:25 2nd V60 

  Emma Done U/A DNS     
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Junior Freestyle 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Ryan Huddart U/A 00:45:00   

Junior Freestyle - wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st 
Joseph James 
Robins Sunderland ASC 00:45   

Senior Freestyle - 2 miles 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Graham Padgett Warrington Dolphins LDSC 00:50:21 1st V60 

2nd Steve Connor Warrington Dolphins LDSC 00:51:58 1st V50 

3rd Dave Reason Howe Bridge Marlins LDSC 01:02:47 1st V70 

4th Tom Stubbs Warrington Dolphins LDSC 01:06:40   

5th Stuart Ainsworth Warrington Dolphins LDSC 01:13:53 2nd V70 

6th Christopher Carter Warrington Dolphins LDSC 01:14:18 2nd V60 

7th William Taylor U/A 01:16:22 2nd V50 

8th Wayne Storey U/A 01:16:37   

9th 
Bill Grey 

South London Open Water 
SC 01:21:16 3rd V60 

10th Matthew McGee U/A 01:24:09 3rd V50 

11th David Bowker Warrington Dolphins LDSC 01:28:59 4th V50 

Senior Freestyle - wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Richard Farrar Mersey Triathlon Club 00:52:29   

2nd Tom Stephens Warrington Dolphins LDSC 00:55:08   

3rd Ian Critchlow U/A 00:56:28   

4th David Walsh U/A 01:14:04 1st V60 

  Meurig Thomas Chester Triathlon Club DNS   

  Andy White Chester Triathlon Club DNS   

Senior Freestyle - 4 miles 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Julie Trevor Warrington Dolphins LDSC 02:15:43   

2nd Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 02:15:45   

3rd Vicki Thompson Barrow LDSC 02:36:25   

Senior Freestyle - wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Jane Nunn Knutsford Triathlon Cllub 01:37:38 1st V50 

2nd Emma Godfrey Borough of Kirklees ASC 01:55:04   

3rd Fiona Hunter-Choat U/A 02:01:56   
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Senior Freestyle - 4 miles 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Oliver Taylor U/A 01:37:09 1st V50 

2nd Robert Monk Chester Triathlon Club 01:42:41 2nd V50 

3rd David Randall Trafford Metro 01:46:28 1st V60 

4th Alex White City of Bradford SC 01:57:10   

5th Frank Gilgannon Warrington Dolphins LDSC 02:01:48 2nd V60 

6th Chris Green Barrow LDSC 02:36:25 3rd V60 

7th Jason Lloyd U/A 02:48:39   

8th Joseph Coy Warrington Dolphins LDSC 03:01:10 3rd V50 

  Peter Goodman U/A DNS   

Senior Breaststroke 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Nicholas White Blackpool 02:32:03   

Senior Freestyle - wetsuit 

Place Name Club Time Class 

1st Pete O’Sullivan Maindy Lads 01:39:25   

2nd Peter Openshaw Knutsford Triathlon Club 01:41:52 1st V50 

3rd Nick Overton Borough of Kirklees ASC 01:45:50 2nd V50 

4th Ian Girven U/A 01:46:42   

5th Martin Duffy Cardiff Masters SC 01:50:28   

6th Frazer Lloyd Jones Knutsford Triathlon Club 01:51:58   

7th Peter Price Knutsford Triathlon Club 01:57:45   

8th Edward Taylor Knutsford Triathlon Club 02:06:30   

9th Robbie Girven U/A 02:36:40   

  
Andrew Hamlett-
Orme Knutsford Triathlon Club DNS   

 
Dee Mile Swim Report 2016 
 
The Dee Mile swim took place on Saturday 30th July.  We had record entries of 420 with 354 
participating on the day.  The format remained the same with 1km and 2km swims both 
downstream and finishing at the suspension bridge on the Meadows side of the river Dee. 
 
New this year we had Selkie swim shop on site which was a great addition.  They provided the 
prizes and were popular for all open water swim related purchases. 
 
Fresh Caterers provided a fantastic service to competitors and marshals, also serving hot 
chocolate after the swim in memento mugs which was popular with swimmers. 
 
Deva Canoe Club provided 20 volunteer canoeists without whom the event could not have 
been safely run.  We donated £150 to their club as a thank you. 
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Press coverage by Dave Taylor had a really positive impact and the numbers of spectators 
along the river was wonderful. It was great to see the people of Chester out to witness the 
spectacle on the river! 
 
Feedback has been positive. We are already looking forward to 2017 with 5th August 
provisionally booked. The date being later in the summer was a success with large entry 
numbers and only one person treated for mild hypothermia. 
 
The support from members on the day with people helping out in true Chester Tri club style 
was fantastic. I would love to see more members joining in the fun of marshalling next year. 
 
I am looking forward to 2017! 
 
Ciara Murphy 
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AGM Minutes 
 

59th Annual General Meeting held at the Hydro Hotel, Bowness, Windermere 

Sunday 13th March 2016 

In Memoriam: 
A minute’s silence was held in memory of Muriel Christie, Marie Toft, Mick Gallagher, Fred 
Hammond, Brian Ferrand & Peter Crowe. 
 
1 Presidential Address: 
The President wished to add to her Annual report on Page 4 of the Annual Report.  She 
thanked everyone for all their supportive activities over the last year & in years past.  She 
recorded her gratitude for the donation of so much time by so many volunteers to the BLDSA 
which allows us all to enjoy our sport. 
 
2 Apologies: 
Bryan Finlay (with greetings to all), Jacky & Vince Classen (clash of dates), Percy Bull (who 
asked to be remembered to all), Patrick Smith, Graham Smith, Joan Metcalfe, Pam Morgan, 
Mick Blackburn, Michel Read. 
 
3 Minutes of the 58th Annual General Meeting held at the Holiday Inn Express, Ellesmere 
Port on 15th March 2015 on page 71 et seq of the Annual report. 

Proposed: F Zielinski Seconded: A Stafford All in favour 

4 Matters Arising: 
There were no matters arising. 
 
5 Hon. General Secretary’s Report: 
This was submitted as written on pages 6 – 7 of the Annual Report by Phil Yorke. 
 
Proposed: F Zielinski Seconded: P Llewellyn All in favour 

6 Hon Treasurer’s Report: 
The Treasurer, Jean Wilkin-Oxley, presented her report as circulated with the invitation papers 
for this meeting for acceptance, with sincere thanks to Internal Examiner, Paul Tew for his 
huge support to her in her role as Treasurer. 
 
Proposed: S Coates  Seconded: J Blackburn All in favour 

7 Hon Fundraising Secretary’s Report: 
This item now includes the Hon Insignia Secretary’s report so Item 17 on the Agenda is 
deleted.  The report appeared on pages 55 – 56 of the Annual Report.  Additional comments 
were added by the Officer, Liane Hickling, for information.  These were that as the online 
ordering system with GDB has not always been straight forward it is being reviewed & 
possible alternatives are being researched. 
Acceptance, together with additional comments was proposed. 
 
Proposed: C Carter  Seconded: J Blackburn All in favour 
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The 200 Club was drawn for March and the AGM 

£10 Philip Yorke  £10 Graham Smith 

£5 Tony Espin 

£20 John Goodbody  £20 Tony Espin 

 
8 Hon Membership Secretary’s Report: 
This appears on Page 50 of the Annual report & the role will be referred to in item 21, 
Amendment to Constitutional Rules.  The President submitted Vince Classen’s report on his 
behalf. 
Proposed: M Coates  Seconded G Stables All in favour 

9 Hon Safety Officer’s Report: 
The Safety Officer, Richard Hardy, submitted his report which appears on pages 53 – 54 of 
the Annual Report. 
 
Proposed: J Blackburn Seconded: G Stables All in favour 

10 Hon Child & Vulnerable Adult Protection Officer’s Report: 
Submitted for acceptance as written on page 54 of the Annual report by the C & VAP Officer, 
Annie Stafford. 
 
Proposed: F Zielinski Seconded: P Llewellyn All in favour 

11 Hon Trophy Secretary’s Report: 
The President noted that she had received a comment that within this report thanks were 
given to Jacky Classen for 16 years as Trophy Secretary which should read 3 years as Trophy 
Secretary & 16 years on the BLDSA Executive Committee.  This was noted & the report 
submitted for acceptance, by Jo Blackburn, subject to the above comments. 
 
Proposed: P Llewellyn Seconded: S Coates  All in favour 
 
12 Honorary Recorder’s Report: 
Gill Stables, the Recorder asked to add verbally to her report that as 3 applications have been 
received for recognition of Loch Ness swims after the closing date for the Annual Report, 
these will appear in the 2016 Annual report.  The expanded report, which appears on pages 
51 -- 52 of the Annual Report was submitted for acceptance. 
 
Proposed: J Blackburn Seconded: A Wright  All in favour 

13 Hon S. & R.A. Liaison Officer’s Report: 
No report appeared in the Annual Report.  The President said that she has communicated with 
Leslie Du Cane & is assured that more information & feedback will take place during the 
coming year. 
 
14 Hon Rescue Boat Coordinator’s Report: 
The President submitted the report on page 54 of the Annual report, on behalf of Chris 
Hickling, absent due to his work commitments. 
 
Proposed: J Blackburn Seconded: A Wright  All in favour 
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15 Hon Publicity Officer’s Report: 
The report appeared on page 52 of the Annual Report.  Dee Llewellyn Hodgson, who is 
standing down thanked everyone for all their support over the years, especially Mum (Pat 
Llewellyn) & wished her successor, Mark Sheridan & his team, all the best.  The report was 
submitted for acceptance. 
 
Proposed: M Coates  Seconded: G Stables All in favour 

16 Dinner Committee Report: 
Pat Llewellyn said her report was on page 57 of the Annual Report.  She thanked everyone 
who attended the previous evening, her committee & especially Heather Zielinski who had 
provided the table decorations.  The President felt that the evening had gone like clockwork & 
thanked everyone for all they work they put into it.  She was delighted to announce that with 
Martyn Coates’ enthusiasm, £110 had been raised through the Enoch Tarder Trophy 
competition, which will be donated to the late Maurice Ferguson’s favourite charity, UNICEF.  
The raffle raised £224 with the great salesmanship of Paul & Dee Llewellyn Hodgson.  The 
report & added comments were submitted for acceptance. 
 
Proposed: P Yorke  Seconded: M Smith  All in favour 

17 Hon Insignia Officer’s Report: 
see item 7 above. 
 
18 Championship Hon Secretaries’ Reports: 

18a Champion of Champions: 
Mark Sheridan submitted his report on page 15 of the Annual report for acceptance. 
Proposed: P Yorke  Seconded: A Wright  All in favour 
 
18b Colwick Park: 
The report on page 8 of the Annual report was submitted on behalf of Peter Hawksworth (who 
is standing down due to health reasons), by the President. 
Proposed: M Coates  Seconded: P Llewellyn All in favour 
The Hon. Gen. Sec. pointed out that a new Secretary is needed but that the event will run by 
team work. 

18c Coniston Senior & Juniors: 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley submitted her report on page 30 of the Annual Report. 
Proposed: L Hickling Seconded: J Blackburn All in favour 
 
18d Coniston Veterans: 
The President submitted the report on page 29 of the Annual report for acceptance. 
Proposed: M Coates  Seconded: P Yorke 
31 in favour, 1 abstention 
 
18e Derwentwater: 
Janet Wilson submitted her report on pages 36 – 37 of the Annual report for acceptance. 
Proposed: P Llewellyn Seconded: F Zielinski All in favour 
The President expressed the gratitude of the Association to Janet for stepping in to run the 
event for 2015. 

18f Llyn Tegid: 
Helen Brindle submitted her report on pages 22 – 28 of the Annual Report for acceptance. 
Proposed: J Blackburn Seconded: S Coates  All in favour 
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18g Loch Lomond: 
To be run in 2016 
 
18h Lynn Regis: 
The President submitted Steve Smith’s report, which appears on page 42 of the Annual 
Report, for acceptance. 
Proposed: M Coates  Seconded: L Hickling All in favour 
 
18i River Dee: 
Championship currently suspended 
 
18j St Mary’s Loch: 
Janet Wilson submitted her report on page 40 of the Annual Report, for acceptance. 
Proposed: H Beveridge Seconded: P Llewellyn All in favour 
 
18k Torbay: 
Peter Larrad submitted his report on page 19 of the Annual report for acceptance. 
Proposed: A Wright  Seconded: P Yorke  All in favour 
 
18l Ullswater: 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley submitted her report on page 34 of the Annual Report for acceptance. 
Proposed: P Llewellyn Seconded: J Blackburn All in favour 
The President Elect thanked Jean for stepping in to run the Championship, as no Secretary 
was in post. 

18m Wykeham: 
Liane Hickling submitted her report on page 11 of the Annual report for acceptance.  She 
urged people to come forward to help this year as extra cover will be needed with the night 
swim. 
Proposed: J Blackburn Seconded: M Coates  All in favour 
 
18n Windermere: 
Dee Llewellyn Hodgson submitted her report on page 38 of the Annual report for acceptance. 
Proposed: L Hickling Seconded: J Blackburn All in favour 

18o Windermere Two Way: 
Mark Sheridan submitted his report on page 32 of the Annual Report for acceptance. 
Proposed: J Blackburn Seconded: A Roberts All in favour 
 
18p Grand Prix: 
The report on page 45 et seq, together with additional papers in the invitation to the Annual 
General Meeting was submitted for acceptance. 
Proposed: P Llewellyn Seconded; P Yorke  All in favour 

18q Postal Swim: 
The President commented that there had been another successful year with Warrington 
dolphins operating the event, as our funds had received £2060 as a result.  She thanked the 
Dolphins for their hard work. 
 
19 Special Awards: 

The James Brennan Trophy Richard Hardy 
Harry Moffatt Trophy – BLDSA Rescue Boat Crew 
Fred Slater Trophy – Wendy Figures 
Hans Belay Trophy – Erin Hope 
Tom Butcher Trophy – Kennady Webster 
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Elise Brook Trophy – Claire Bamford 
The Breaststroke Trophy – Philip Yorke 
Alan & Avril Veterans’ Trophy – Jo Blackburn 
Ladies Masters’ Trophy – Val Greenwood 
Gents Masters’ Trophy – David Randall 
William Keating Award – Becky Lewis 
 
20 Long service Awards: 
None this year 
 
21 Alterations to Constitutional rules: 
This was submitted as circulated viz: 
Current Rules: 

10. COMPOSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

10.7 Honorary Membership Secretary 

Amend these to reflect change in role: 

10.7 Membership Administrator (non-committee role co-opted as required) 

The President commented that the membership role has evolved over the years into a more 
administrative role due to the interactive web-site.  In future the incumbent of the role can be 
invited to or co-opted onto the Executive as required. 
Proposed: R Hardy  Seconded: P Llewellyn All in favour 

22 Subscriptions: 

22a 2017 Membership Fees: 
It was proposed by the Executive that the membership fee for 2017 season should be set at 
£40 for Senior Swimmers & £10 for Junior & Non-Swimming Membership. 
Proposed: M Sheridan Seconded: R Hardy  All in favour 

22b Review of Expenses: 
The President pointed out that Insurance is a huge expense (approximately £13 per member).  
With the good liaison established between Richard Hardy & the Brokers, this has ensured that 
our own & our affiliated clubs’ expenses are maintained at as reasonable rate as possible.  
H2Open advertisements (1/2 page in each issue):- Mark Sheridan has developed an excellent 
working relationship with the publishers which is bearing fruit.  It is intended to maintain an 
advertising budget. 
 
23 Appointment of Tellers: 
Not required. 
 
24. Installation of President: 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley installed Graham McIntyre as the new President.  He then installed 
Mark Sheridan as President Elect.  The President’s next duty was to present a Past 
President’s Badge to his predecessor, Jean.  The President commented that he hoped that 
the coming season will be successful, not only for the Association’s swimmers but also for 
helpers, watchers and the weather which has been kind of recent times.  He thanked 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley for all the work she has done, especially in the last year as President when 
she continued as Chancellor (Treasurer) & took on the organisation of an extra Championship 
at Ullswater in addition to her Coniston events.  He added that she will be working hard in the 
coming year & suspects her kayak will need an MOT part way through the season.  He 
concluded by hoping that people will come on board this year, especially families, as the sport 
has a family history including the Smiths, Walkers, Morgans, Llewellyns & so on.  He hopes 
new families will continue to be involved over the years. 
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25a Election of Officers: 
Role Standing Proposed Seconded 
Hon Gen Sec Philip Yorke Margaret Smith Jean Wilkin Oxley 
Hon Treasurer Michelle Hardy Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Hon Minute Secretary Margaret Smith Philip Yorke Jean Wilkin Oxley 
Hon Publicity Officer Mark Sheridan Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Hon Safety Officer Richard Hardy Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Hon Recorder Zoe Sadler Mark Sheridan Philip Yorke 
Hon Trophies Secretary Jo Blackburn Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Hon Sports & Recreation 
Alliance Liaison Officer 

Leslie Du Cane Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 

Hon Insignia Secretary Liane Hickling Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Hon Child & Vulnerable 
Adult Protection Officer 

Annie Stafford Jean Wilkin Oxley Philip Yorke 

Hon Rescue Boat Co-
ordinator 

Chris Hickling Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 

 
It was agreed to take the above in an en bloc vote   All in favour 
 
Two Past Presidents serve on the Committee, as of right & it was noted that Jean Wilkin-Oxley 
& Pat Llewellyn will fulfil those positions. 
 
25b Election of Committee: 
One name on the list submitted was removed as the individual had not renewed their 
membership prior to the AGM.  They can be co-opted if the position is regularised. 
 

Standing Proposed Seconded 
Andrew Wright Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Paul Tew Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Janet Wilson Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Francis Zielinski Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Garry Jackson Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Dee Llewellyn-Hodgson Margaret Smith Jean Wilkin Oxley 
Jane Bell Mark Sheridan Philip Yorke 
Andre Roberts Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 

 
It was agreed to take the above in an en bloc vote   All in favour 
 
25c Election of Championship Honorary Secretaries: 

Event Standing Proposed Seconded 
Champion of Champions Mark Sheridan Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Colwick Park Executive - TBC Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Coniston Senior & Juniors Patrick Smith Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Coniston Veterans Patrick Smith Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Derwentwater Annie Stafford Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Llyn Tegid (Bala) Helen Brindle (subject to 

confirmation) 
Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 

Loch Lomond Janet Wilson Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Lynn Regis Steve Smith Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
St Mary’s Loch Janet Wilson Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Torbay Peter Larrad Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Windermere Dee Llewellyn-Hodgson Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Windermere 2 Way Mark Sheridan Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 



Page 77 

Wykeham Liane Hickling Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Ullswater Richard Davidson Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Postal Swim Warrington Dolphins Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 
Internal Examiners Paul Tew Pat 

Llewellyn 
Margaret Smith 

 Leslie Du Cane Pat 
Llewellyn 

Margaret Smith 

Membership 
Administrator 

Vince Classen Philip Yorke Margaret Smith 

 
26 Election of Honorary Vice Presidents: 
None proposed for election. 
 
27 Venue of Diamond Jubilee Dinner & AGM: 
The Dinner Secretary reported that a venue is under consideration & a provisional booking 
has been made, but the Executive Committee needs to review the Association’s needs at its 
next meeting.  The weekend will be the 11/12 March 2017. 
 
28 Insurances: 
Chris Carter asked permission to make a comment about insurances, which was agreed.  He 
asked if a short paper could be produced for individuals & affiliated clubs to explain the cover, 
as most swimmers pay for insurance with their club & through the ASA, so clarification will be 
appreciated.  The Safety Officer, Richard Hardy, agreed to produce a paper detailing the 
scope & breadth of the insurances.  The President expressed concern over the total costs of 
insurances and the potential impact on the sport. 
 

Action Point 
 
There being no other competent business, the President closed the meeting at 10.56am. 
 
Attendees: Helen Beveridge, Jo Blackburn, Chris Carter, Martyn Coates, Sue Coates, 
Tony Espin, Wendy Figures, Ulrich Haevecker, Richard Hardy, Michelle Hardy, Liane Hickling, 
Garry Jackson, Peter Larrad, Pat Llewellyn, Dee Llewellyn Hodgson, Paul Llewellyn Hodgson, 
Graham McIntyre, Louise Orgill, Andre Roberts, Adrian Rotchell, Mark Sheridan, 
Margaret Smith, Gill Stables, Annie Stafford, Paul Tew, Jean Wilkin-Oxley, John Willis, 
Sandra Wright, Andy Wright, Philip Yorke, Heather Zielinski, Francis Zielinski. 
 
Visitors: Helen Brindle, Robert Orgill, Constance Gabriel-Haevecker, Mike Roberts. 
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