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Officers’ Reports  
 

President’s Report 
 
My presidential year began with a trip to the Liverpool (Ivan Percival) swim on the 24th May. It was a dry day but a bit 
overcast. There were some good early season swims and a good day was had by all. Many thanks to Joe and team for an 
excellent first event and I was delighted to receive the lovely pennant. You managed to keep off the rain for the event 
but the heavens opened just after everything had been cleared away.  

The following weekend I attended The Warrington Dolphins Budworth Mere swim.  Well done to Adrian on organising 
his first event and his team of helpers . Once again there were some good swims and the water temperature was good. 
The bacon butties went down well with the swimmers and everyone enjoyed themselves. As soon as the event finished 
the sun came out and it was a glorious day.  

The following day I made my way to Nottingham for our first BLDSA event of the season at Colwick Park. This was the 
second year of this event and it was nice to see an increase in number. Peter and Diane did a sterling job of organising 
the event. The University of Nottingham provided 10 Kayakers who did a brilliant job. One of the highlights had to be 
the local man who came along with his dog and owl at the start of the swim. What a beautiful sight and caused quite a 
stir. Instead of people taking pictures of the swimmers at the start of the swim, the swimmers were taking pictures of the 
owl!  

Next up was Wykeham Lakes (8th June) Liane got it right this year and we had nice sunshine. Around 40 swimmers took 
part in this event and it was nice to see 4 juniors. It was lovely to see so many new faces and Mark Robson returning 
after a few years absence. Lovely also to see Carl Walker again and he did a wonderful job of starting the race.   

The next road trip was the long drive down the A1 to Dover for our Champion of Champions event. Well what a lovely 
sunny day, warm and no wind, conditions could not have been better. 68 swimmers took to the water and there were 
very few retirements. It was nice to see quite a few swimmers who had in previous years had to retire return to complete 
the swim this year. It was nice to see so many lovely comments on Facebook after the swim.   Certainly needed the sun 
tan lotion for this event.  

We then had a weekend off from BLDSA events giving me the opportunity to visit our affiliated club Ye Amphibious 
Ancients Bathing Association (The Phibbies) and some old friends in Dundee. I attended the Monifieth swim on the 28th 
June and was honoured to present the awards afterwards. My thanks to the Phibbies for inviting me to their swim. The 
weather was overcast with some showers but soon cleared and ended up being a sunny weekend.  It was nice to see 
some new faces both swimmers and helpers and many well known faces too. Some good swimming from everyone.  

From one end of the country one weekend I had a quick trip home before making the long journey in the other direction 
all the way south to Torquay for the BLDSA Torbay swim. I was absolutely delighted to see this swim return to our 
calendar and especially to see the full course across the bay being run. There was a good entry for this event with many 
people completing this event for the first time. This is a very challenging swim and was made harder on the day with the 
wind increasing and causing the return leg to be tough going for swimmers and crews.  Well done to all those who 
managed to do either one or both ways. Simon Lee won’t forget this one, he got a nice smack in the face from a jelly 
fish and had a rather swollen face for a few days but glad to say he was soon back in the water again.   

The next BLDSA swim on the calendar was Bala which has always been one of my favourite weekends. Andy Wright 
was on dry land for a change organising a fantastic event.  It turned out to be yet again another good weekend, a bit 
overcast on times but dry. We had a good turnout on the 3k from local team swim Conway and I hope to see you all 
back next year and bring a few more friends too.  It was lovely to see young Morgan Metcalfe who swam the three mile 
junior event  in a wetsuit last year come back and take 2nd place in the senior event without the wetsuit -well done, next 
year it will have to be 6 miles!!!  We had some good swimming with ‘The Rocket’ Thomas Roberts storming away on 
the 6 miles to win by some 11 minutes. The incident of the day had to be when the Gazebo blew away over Rob Acton’s 
car and we didn’t have a camera. It was soon secured again with no damage done and a good weekend was had by all. 
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The following weekend I made my way to Coniston for The BLDSA Senior and Junior championships with Jean 
Wilkin-Oxley organising. It was nice to see so many swimmers taking to the water and another well organised swim. 
The youngest swimmer being David Morgan Junior who, completed his first 5.25 mile swim, definitely taking after Dad. 
It was also nice to see Simon Griffiths in his first BLDSA swim, I didn’t realise he was such a good swimmer, he was 
only 15 minutes behind young Thomas Roberts, well done Simon.  

I was invited to attend the Warrington Dolphins Albert Dock swim on The 2nd August.  Well this was where the 
spectators actually got wetter than the swimmers. Just after the start of the race the heavens opened and we all got 
drenched. The temperature in the water was much better than on the side. Some good swimming and a really good entry. 
Many thanks to Barbara and the team at Warrington Dolphins for inviting me. 

After Albert Dock I paid a visit to Morecambe to see Gerry Forsberg’s statue which is still in quite good shape, it was 
nice to see it in the new more prominent position on the sea front. To sit on the seat and look out across the bay was 
splendid but not for long as a thunder storm emerged and down came the rain.  Along with my husband Gwyn, I drove 
from Morecambe the next day to attend Coniston Vets swim. The weather once again followed us and we had a very wet 
day, the swimmers enjoyed it but the poor kayakers had to battle with the wind. Not a day for Darren to break his record, 
he will have to return next year and hope for a better day. Once again some good swims well done to Helen Beveridge 
who came all the way from Inverness and won the ladies event. Thanks to Vince and Jacky for their hard work.  

I was unfortunately unable to attend the next two BLDSA swims at Ullswater and Derwentwater  due to illness. I would 
like to thank everyone who stepped in to help on the day in my absence. I am pleased the events went ahead as planned 
after last year’s famous atrocious weather conditions. 

Although I was unable to be as involved as I normally would be due to illness I was really pleased to be able to attend 
the Loch Lomond overnight swim on The 23rd/24th August.  It was a lovely sunny day for the start of the swim but boy 
did it get cold in the early hours. Excellent organisation again by Janet and John, keeping track on all the swimmers 
through the night. Crews on all boats were adding more and more layers to keep warm. Swimmers started retiring due to 
the cold until we ended up with only 2 men left. What a brave couple of guys Philip and Adrian were to keep going in 
such cold conditions. The early morning saw Jean cooking the bacon and sausages for the butties a welcome sight for 
the cold swimmers and crews. I was delighted to see so many people at the finish to welcome our finishers home despite 
the early hour. 

Although I still wasn’t at my best due to illness I wasn’t going to miss my annual trip to Windermere in my presidential 
year! 30th August BLDSA Windermere Championships organised for the second year running by Dee. It was a lovely 
day, but a little breezy near to the finish. Once again the café at Fell foot did us proud by opening early and providing 
breakfasts etc. Of the 26 swimmers, 24 finished. It was lovely to welcome home so many first time swimmers and a 
great achievement for all concerned. The atmosphere was enjoyed by all involved and there was such a lot of spectator 
interest due to Steve Bedford’s expert commentary. The swim was followed by a meal at the Langdale Chase Hotel 
which was attended by many swimmers along with their families and crews. I have not seen so many people at the 
presentation before and it was a great evening. I think there were a few sore heads the next day !!!! 

I’m afraid illness got the better of me and I was unable to attend the last 2 swims on the BLDSA calendar. My thanks to 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley (President Elect), who attended on my behalf. 

I was disappointed not to be able to attend St Marys Loch and Kings Lynn. St Marys Loch has become one of  my 
favourites in the past two years with the beautiful scenery and friendly atmosphere and My husband and I have attended 
Kings Lynn to time keep every year for as long as I can remember  and always enjoy the end of season  celebratory 
atmosphere. Dee and Liane attended one each of these events to keep up the family presence. Thanks to Janet Wilson 
and Steve Smith for organising these events. I enjoyed reading the reports and looking at the fun pictures from both 
swims. 

It has been an honour to be your President in 2014 and I have thoroughly enjoyed attending the swims and sharing in the 
success of our members. I have seen swimmers progress to great things throughout the summer, each completing their 
own goals and I am proud of you all equally. I only wish I had been fully fit and able to enjoy all the events. 
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My thanks to all our affiliated clubs for organising some wonderful events and helping us to promote our sport. 
Congratulations to The Warrington Dolphins who have just celebrated their 50th anniversary in style. Sorry I could not 
be at the party with you. I would also like to congratulate the Jersey LDSC on their 40th year and thank both clubs for 
their continued contribution to Long Distance Swimming. Long may we continue to promote and celebrate long distance 
swimming. 

 I must thank all our hard working volunteers from swim organisers, safety and first aid crews, swim officials, time 
keepers, kayakers and programme sellers to name a few. Without the help of such people our events could not take 
place.  

My thanks also to all the swimmers who have supported our swims and achieved amazing feats throughout the summer 
and finally my thanks to my loving family who have travelled around the country and supported me 

Keep swimming 

Love to all 

Pat 

 
Pat Llewellyn  
President 2014 Season    
 
 

Hon. General Secretary’s Report 
 
I will continue the format style presented over the last few years starting with what has been the long tradition of the 
Association, to report on the status of our membership whether past or present.  Please forgive me if I’ve not recorded 
all, but I can only record those I know about. 
 
Deaths – I would like to record the sad passing of:  
 
Jim Tyson – a Life member of the BLDSA  
 
Marriages – I would like to congratulate the happy couples: 
Alister Stocks and Dawn Mackala in August 
Nicola Wright and Richard Price in November 
 
President 2015 - 2016 
 
Our President Elect is Jean Wilkin-Oxley and will take over as President at the AGM in March.  As always she needs to 
know well in advance of any duties you would like her to undertaken as President.  Therefore please notify her well in 
advance to enable her to plan out her calendar. 
 
AGM & Annual Dinner – 14th & 15th March 2015 
 
Our Annual Dinner this year (58th) will take place at the The Holiday Inn, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire on Saturday 14th 
March 2015.  As usual a form is included with this Annual Report to enable you to obtain your tickets.  Alternatively, 
you can down load the form from our web-site.  One important part of the Annual Dinner is the Presentation of Special 
Awards again all members have the right to nominate recipients for these awards and should be made to our Hon Trophy 
Secretary (Jacky Classen). 
 
Officials & Committee 
 
Following the Annual Dinner we will be holding our AGM.  A formal notification of the AGM is included with this 
document.   
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Review of the Season 
 
Unfortunately due to lack of volunteers to run events the River Dee swim had to be cancelled. However, the BLDSA 
Derwentwater swim was able to take place thanks to a team of committee members. It was pleasing also to see the 
Torbay swim back on the calendar and this was fairly well supported by swimmers – This is a great swim to prepare 
swimmers for prospective Channel swims. 
 
Loch Lomond fell victim to very cold autumnal nights and as a result only two tough determined swimmers finished the 
BLDSA’s most gruelling event. 
 
This season we saw a slight increase in the total entry to 
our swims. This is pleasing since we had to cancel the 
River Dee swim which has attracted a good field of 
swimmers over the few years it has been running. 
  
Remember renewal of your membership due in January, 
can be achieved on-line.  To use the ‘on-line’ facility of 
renewal/entry you can either go to the BLDSA website 
www.bldsa.org.uk or directly to www.entrycentral.com.   
 
 
Your Association needs you 
 
This year a number of roles have been held temporarily 
by members of the Executive & by Championship 
Secretaries so there has been a small team of the same volunteers providing you with very safe, well organised events. 
We need more volunteers to help maintain the current calendar of events available at such great value and there are 
always swimmers requiring crew. If you have a bit of spare time to help at a swim or perhaps do some of the work 
behind the scenes please let the committee know. 

 
Once again, can I on behalf of the Association thank all those who have helped during the season.   
 
I’ll finish by reporting: I’m writing this report, its now October and its approximately 32 weeks to the new season.  
However, as you’re now reading the report time has moved on and its late December and there are less than 20 weeks to 
next season’s swims, Can’t wait for it.  Enjoy your break, train hard and I look forward to seeing you again next year. 
 
Pat Llewellyn 
Acting Hon. Secretary 
 
 

Hon. Membership Secretary’s Report 
 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Seniors 309 309 357 360 358 317 194 259 

Veterans, a category not reported before, but from the 259 seniors 127 
Masters, a category not reported before, but from the 259 seniors 26 

Juniors 35 27 27 24 16 16 13 10 
Non 
Swimmers 

New 
category 

10 11 12 19 20 23 

Totals 344 336 384 384 386 352 227 292 
 
The use of online membership through Entry Central (EC) continues to increase.  274 out of the 292 members this year 
joined via the online entry system, 94%.  However of the 18 paper based memberships, 3 subsequently were added to 
and used EC to enter swims.  The remainder are no longer swimming, but wish to keep their ties with the BLDSA.   
 
It is pleasing to see a rise of 65 members from last year.  However this is still a downturn of Junior’s as there were only 
10 this year, of these 5 rejoined from 2013 therefore there were 5 brand new joiners.  Of the 10 juniors, if they all rejoin 
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for 2015, 6 will be seniors before the end of the season.  We obviously need to attract more juniors as they are the future 
lifeblood of the Association.    
 

Life Members 
 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
92 158 159 159 160 160 160 160 

 
We now have 11 clubs affiliated.    
 
Vince Classen  
Hon. Membership Secretary 

 

Hon. Recorder’s Report 
 
Congratulations to all members of the BLDSA who have completed swims in the British Isles and abroad 
WINDERMERE 10.5 miles 
SOLO SWIMS 
Paul Hanlon, 25th July 2104, 8hrs 44mins 33secs 
 
TWO WAY WINDERMERE 21 miles 
Waterhead to Waterhead 
SOLO SWIMS 
Zoe Sadler, 20th August 2013, 13hrs 00mins 40secs 
Amanda Bell, 22nd August 2013, 13hrs 42mins 13secs 
 
TEN WAY WINDERMERE  
Waterhead to Waterhead 
RELAY SWIMS 
“Julie Bradshaw International Windermere Relay” 11th – 13th August 2014, 57hrs 09mins 35secs 
Julie Bradshaw, Bridgette Hobart, Georgina Tuffin, Andrew Koval, Kisa Auchinvole, Danny Bryson 
 
 
CONISTON 5.25 miles 
Waterhead to Nibthwaite 
Stephen Smith, 28th September 2013, 4hrs 07mins 15secs 
 
LOCH LOMOND 21.6 miles 
Drumkinnon Bay Balloch to Ardlui 
SOLO SWIMS 
James Leitch, 5th July 2014, 9hrs 57mins 18secs  
David J Dawson, 12th August 2014, 12hrs 22mins 03secs 
RELAY SWIMS 
“Loch Lomond A Team” 17th July 2014, 9hrs 20mins 07secs 
Inaugural records – Four Person Relay – Gents 
James Leitch, Graeme Wilson, Stuart McPhail, Chris McGrenary 
Ardlui to Drumkinnon Bay Balloch 
SOLO SWIMS 
James Leitch, 6th September 2014, 9hrs 01mins 59secs  
New Individual Gents Record 
 
LOCH NESS 22.5 miles  
Fort Augustus to Loch End 
RELAY SWIMS  
“C.H.A.Ps Monster relay” 19th – 20th July 2014, 19hrs 05mins 06secs 
Inaugural Records – Four Person Relay – Veteran – Ladies 
Caroline Muggridge, Helen Beveridge, Andrea Hawkins, Pauline Barker 
 

Page 8 



Congratulations to BLDSA members who successfully swam: 
 
THE ENGLISH CHANNEL 
One Way England – France  Solo Swims 
 
Mark Sheridan, 12th July 2014, 14hrs 33mins 
Marisa Schubert, 20th July 2014, 14hrs 40mins 
Sara Marley, 29th July 2014, 13hrs 50mins 
Hazel Killingbeck, 5th August 2014, 15hrs 23mins 
Amanda Bell, 6th August 2014, 18hrs 26mins 
Kate Robarts, 20th August 2014, 13hrs 20mins 
Lucinda Bayliss, 1st September 2014, 12hrs 54mins 
 
One Way England – France  Relay Swims 
“Warrington Dolphins LDSC” 29th June 2014, 15hrs 15mins 
Margaret Smith, Rob Waterhouse, Andy Sherratt, Stephne Douglas, Marc Pomfret, Alan Pomfret 
“Team Channel Challenge” 2nd July 2014, 14hrs 43mins 
Team Manager: Joan Metcalfe, Swimmers: Patrick Smith, Paul Tew, Mike Read, Sylvia Wanstal 
“Pennine Swimmers” 21st July 2014, 14hrs 01mins 
Debbie Taylor, Sam Plum, Tors Hamilton, Ursula Richards-Cairns, Mick Martin, Anne Stafford 
“Sister Act” 22nd July 2014, 10hrs 08mins 
Nikki Fraser, Dee Llewellyn, Liane Llewellyn Hickling, Cat Fraser 
 
NORTH CHANNEL 
Guy Moar, 22nd July 2014, 11hrs 10mins 
 
JERSEY TO FRANCE 
Lucinda Bayliss, 20th August 2014, 6hrs 50mins 
 
Please let me know if you have completed any swims not mentioned above so they may be included in the Annual 
Report next year. For swims that are not actual BLDSA Championship swims, and are not ratified by another body, 
please complete the appropriate Swim Recognition form, which is available from the website. For swims that are ratified 
by another body please let me know either by post or email as soon as possible after the swim has taken place, giving the 
name of the swim, the date and the time, and they will also be included in the Annual Report. 
 
How to apply for recognition and ratification of individual or relay swims  
Please download the relevant swim recognition form and read the Rules regarding the swim and the witness 
requirements. Please complete the form with the details of the swim and witnesses in advance, and send or email a copy 
of this to the Recorder with. An approximate date may be given and details of reserve witnesses may also be given. If 
details change before the day please let the recorder know as soon as possible The Recorder and other members of the 
Executive may need to know further information in advance, particularly for swims that are not individual swims of a 
Championship Course. Signed copies with times should be forwarded on completion of the swim to the address on the 
form. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you 
 
Gill Stables - bldsarecorder@gmail.com 
Hon. Recorder 
 
 

Hon. Publicity Officer’s Report 
 
The new website should be ready to launch in the new year with improved functionality and much more detail. This has 
taken a lot of time planning and gathering all the information required. I don’t think a lot of people realise that this has to 
be done before a website can be designed by anybody if it is going to do the job we require.  
 
H2Open magazine have also published a number of articles and adverts – thanks to Mark Sheridan for his work on this. 
Mark together with Philip Yorke also attended the H2Open event in April to distribute leaflets and advertise our 
association – many thanks for your work over the weekend boys! It is great to have the views of different swimmers and 
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to find out what has inspired them and what continues to be the driving force behind their challenges. Please if you have 
any interesting stories of your own that you would like to share do not hesitate to contact me 
 
Facebook has once again been used to promote our swims with pictures and swim details being posted – thanks to Pat 
Llewellyn and Liane Hickling for their work on this. I would like to remind all members that this is a great means to ask 
for help with support crews and many people were successful in finding experienced rowers and paddlers via this means 
in 2014. Emails and facebook messages have been answered to advise new swimmers by the publicity committee and 
many other members have contributed – I thank you all for using the social media sensibly to share your knowledge and 
expertise. Patrick Smith has also kindly volunteered to run the BLDSA twitter account and share his knowledge with 
members via this media – Thank you Patrick. 
 
Certificates for all swims were produced with pictures taken at the different championship events and leaflets advertising 
our swims and telling people what the BLDSA stands for were distributed at the Chill swim. 
 
A more modern logo has been designed and  will be used alongside the traditional logo and a new company has been 
commissioned to produce merchandise which can be personalised for the new season. Thank you to Nerissa Hall and 
Liane Hickling for their work with these respectively. 
 
My contact details are: 
 
Dee Llewellyn (Publicity Officer) 
49 St Pauls Road, Kirkheaton, Huddersfield, HD5 0EX. 
 
Tel.: (01484) 313175. E-mail: bldsa@btinternet.com. Website: http://www.bldsa.org.uk 
 
Dee Llewellyn 
Hon. Publicity Officer 
 
 

Hon. Safety Officer’s Report 
 
NO REPORT SUBMITTED 
 
John Wilson 
Hon. Safety Officer 
 
 

Hon. Rescue Boat Coordinator’s Report 
 
Both boats saw extensive use over the season attending both BLDSA and affiliated club events. 

Having both boats at Wykeham proved fortuitous as a number of issues with Swim Rescue became apparent during the 
swim which were able to be corrected before Dover. In particular a broken hatch cover and burnt out electrical wiring 
were fixed enabling the boat to be fully sea worthy before Champion of Champions. Over the season further work has 
been required to provide a permanent fix to the temporary solutions to the engine bolt and seat of Swim Rescue as well 
as work on the trailer including replacement of the winch strop. Work has been undertaken to fit running lights to Swim 
Rescue’s trailer and both number plate boards have been or will be strengthened.  

The association owes a particular debt of gratitude to Mick Blackburn who as well as towing Swim Rescue to most 
events has carried out most of the above work as well as servicing the outboard on Swim Rescue and fabricating new 
weights for the buoys. If this work was carried at commercial rates the association would have incurred significant costs. 
I would like to place my particular thanks to Mick on record for the efforts he has put in to support the BLDSA this 
season. 

Crewing the boats over the season has again been a team effort and my thanks go to; Mick Blackburn, Jo Blackburn, 
Martyn Coates, David Coates, Andrew Wright, Vince Classen, Jacky Classen, Paul Hodgson and Richard Hardy. Again 
in 2014 Martyn Coates has been a stalwart, towing Swim Safe to many events over the summer. Between them this team 

Page 10 

http://www.bldsa.org.uk/


of volunteers have put in hundreds of hours crewing and towing in support of the safe running of events across the 
country from Torbay to Dover to Loch Lomond and points in between. 

The association is now registered as an organisation with OFCOM and both boat radios are registered and have been 
allocated MMSI numbers and call signs. The newer handheld VHF units have also been registered and T numbers 
issued. The use of industrial the radios has significantly reduced the amount of VHF radio traffic enabling our main 
communication frequency to be used for its intended purpose of safety issues and boat to boat communications.  

The extra speed of Swim Safe 2 has significantly improved our ability to respond promptly and recover people quickly, 
for example returning a swimmer to Meadfoot from Fishcoombe in a little over 10 minutes during the Torbay 
championship. 

 
Chris Hickling 
Hon. Rescue Boat Officer 
 
 

Hon. Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection Officer’s Report 
 
I have been caretaking this role since the April meeting as no one could be found to take on the role. Since then I have 
dealt with 5 queries, one from an affiliated club and 4 from members.  
In addition there has been one incident at one event requiring advice, when I was present. I do not know of any other 
enquiries or incidents. 
 
I have not developed the role in any other way. 
 
Comment: 
In the past we have tended to concentrate on CRB (now DBS checks) This does need doing, but  is only a small part of 
the role and largely a time consuming administrative task, and probably why we have never progressed much beyond 
this in the past.  
 
The role needs to be much more proactive than that, keeping abreast with new legislation and ideas as well as auditing 
our own events for areas we could do better at, and indeed carry out some of the things in our policy. I've not done any 
of this in the past year but the role moving forward needs to embrace all this. 
We therefore need to consider now how we can make this happen, bearing in mind our already stretched volunteer 
workforce. 
 
I am happy with a caretaker role for the next few months, but ideally a new person should start to develop the role before 
next season, and I do not have the capacity to do that. 
 
Janet Wilson 
Hon. Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection Officer (Acting) 
 
 

Hon. Insignia Secretary’s Report 
 
Merchandise: 

Online clothing will soon be available through GDB clothing (Gdbclothing.co.uk) 

Whilst we will continue to offer most of our current clothing range we will also look to produce swim towels and other 
new items. Members will also be able to request personalisation with names on clothing items. 

Members will be able to order items of clothing, bags, towels etc directly through a page linked to our website which 
will be managed through GDB clothing and avoid holding unnecessary stock elsewhere. I will however keep examples 
and catalogues to allow for sizing and advertising at events. 
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Items such as flag alphas, lightsticks and swim caps will continue to be sold separately through our current order form 
process. Hopefully these could be ordered online through the new website in the future but this stock will still need to be 
held and sent out individually. 

It has been a difficult season for selling merchandise simply because I have often been car sharing with other officials to 
save petrol costs and so haven’t had room to carry a lot of items around. I have been too busy fulfilling essential duties 
at swims (race control, first aid, kayak safety, certificate writing etc) to be able to manage a merchandise stall at events 
as I’ve tried to do in the past. I have however sold plenty of lightsticks, flag alphas, swim caps and swim series t-shirts. 

Remaining items of clothing will be sold at a reduced price over the winter whilst the new online ordering is set up. 
Look out for sale items available which will be advertised by our website and social media sites and through paper 
newsletter updates periodically so keep a look out for these. 

 

200 club: 

The 200 club is open to members and non members. Up to 200 numbers are available to purchase. These numbers will 
be drawn monthly for monetary prizes. 

Month No Name  Amount No Name  Amount No Name  Amount 
May 108 Gwyn 

Llewellyn 
£10 66 Margaret 

Smith 
£10 64 Annette 

Brodie 
£5 

June 113 M Smith £10 14 Penny 
Rushton 

£10 22 Mark 
Sheridan 

£5 

July 89 Steve 
Lawson 

£10 53 Carl 
Walker 

£10 14 Penny 
Rushton 

£5 

Aug 61 Richard 
Hardy 

£10 56 Pam 
Morgan 

£10 41 Michael 
Smith 

£5 

Sept 52 Steve 
Lawson 

£10 142 Ruth 
Garnish 

£10 73 Keith 
Coleman 

£5 

Oct 140 Jo 
Blackburn 

£10 36 Richard 
Garnish 

£10 23 Leslie 
Du Cane 

£5 

Nov 98 Karen 
Jones 

£10 112 Philip 
Yorke 

£10 81 Duncan 
Heenan 

£5 

Dec   £10   £10   £5 
 

July, Aug , Sept drawn at St Mary’s Loch. Oct, Nov drawn at Oct meeting 

 

Currently we have 121 active numbers at £6 each=£726 and we award 2 x £10 and 1 x £5 a month and 2 x £20 at the 
AGM so over the year £340 so a profit of £386 so far this year and hopefully I can pick up a few more members. 

Apply now and pay by cheque or direct debit only £6 for your chance to win. Pay £6 for 1 number in our monthly draw 
or purchase more numbers for an even better chance of winning. 

Prizes are 2 x £10 and 1 x £5 each month and an additional prize of £20 at our AGM draw.  

The 200 club is a great and easy way to continue to support your Association. 

 
Liane Hickling 
Hon. Insignia Secretary 
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Hon. Dinner Secretary’s Report 
 

 

The annual dinner was held on Saturday the 8th March at The Hydro hotel in Bowness, Windermere.  

We saw a good attendance with members travelling from as far away as Exeter, Dundee and even Spain! Thank you all 
for coming, a great time was had by all.  

Thanks to The Hydro hotel owner Ken Birchall and his staff for making us feel very welcome. 

Thanks also to Thomas Noblett for arranging a dip for swimmers the following day from the jetty at The Langdale 
Chase Hotel. 

Our dinner this year will be held at The Holiday Inn, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire on Saturday 14th March 2016. Come 
along and join us for an evening of celebration. 

In 2016 we are returning to The Hydro Hotel, In Windermere on Saturday 12th March 2016 

8 Radfield Road, Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD6 1BZ. 
E mail: pat.llewellyn@btinternet.com 
 
Pat Llewellyn 
Hon. Dinner Secretary 
 
 
 

Hon. Trophy Secretary’s Report 
 
Once again it has been a busy year getting many damaged trophies repaired and getting boxes for the more irregular 
shaped annual awards made. 

The Dinner in March went well, with happy recipients of the various trophies awarded and the new Trophy “The 
Brierley Law Trophy” (which is for the Master swimmer who completed the most miles during the season in a 
championship, or as an individual swim which had been ratified by the recorder) being awarded for the first time. Well 
done again to all. 

It is time again to prepare for the 2014 season awards and in the pack you will have received, is the form for you to vote 
for those swimmers you think worthy of such awards in each category. Please take the time to fill in this form and return 
it. We can only choose from those who are voted for and in the past few years the return has been poor, to the point that 
if this continues the Executive committee and swim secretaries may decide for you.  

You are the members and we would like you to put forward who you choose to be considered the worthy recipient, so 
please put pen to paper this year. 
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My thanks to the Trophy Committee for their help and support through the year Margaret Smith, Liane Hickling and 
Vince Classen. Also my thanks to the swimmers, who have given up their trophies for a time to allow me to get them 
repaired or re-boxed and apologies when it took a bit longer than expected to get the work done. 

Please do not forget that the Executive Committee, Swim Secretaries and officials for swims are all volunteers giving 
their time and in a lot of cases money to travel around to meeting and Championships. They endeavour to ensure that our 
swimmers and support crews are safe in every aspect of the championships. Unfortunately there are not many of them 
and maybe it is time for you to give something back to the Association by joining the Executive Committee and filling 
in some of the roles which have become free this year. 

One such role is that of Trophy secretary, as I am now leaving the role and the Executive committee after 16 years 
service. I have enjoyed my time on the Committee but now wish to relax and spend more time with my Husband Vince, 
doing things for us. You will still see me at swims in the rescue boat in a kayak or as an official. I wish the new secretary 
all the best in the role. 

 
Jackalyn Classen 
Hon. Trophy Secretary 
 
 
 

Hon. Sport and Recreation Alliance Officer’s Report 
 

NO REPORT SUBMITTED 
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Championship Reports 
 

Colwick Park 

 

 

The 2nd BLDSA Colwick Park Championship was held on Sunday 1st June 2014  

 
The week leading up to the swim, the weather here in Nottingham had been awful! cold, windy and torrential rain. But 
come Sunday a minor miracle happened, summer finally arrived. Lyrics to that legendary pop song came into my head 
"It's such a perfect day". 

The water temperature wasn't exactly tropical at 13 degrees but the blazing sunshine warmed us up afterwards. No one 
seemed to be in a hurry to get dressed, standing around in their cozzies licking ice creams. 

Entries to the swim this year were significantly higher with a respectable 27 swimmers taking the plunge compared with 
18 last year. 

The eventual winner of the men's event was Warrington's Thomas Roberts, who had an awesome weekend. The day 
before he won the Senior 5k at Budworth and then came down and won again how good is that! Last year's winner 
Callum Chivers was runner up and his team mate James Dougal third. Notably, Nottingham veteran Paul Smith was not 
far behind in fourth. The ladies title went to newcomer Georgia Amison of Leicester Penguins swimming her first non-
wetsuit event. The Breaststroke events were won by Bryn Dymott and Margaret Smith respectively. 

On a special note we welcomed back "King of the Channel" Mike Read to whom I would like to say a personal thank 
you for ridding me of my excrutiating cramp at the end of my swim.  

Our special guest for the day was Mrs Pat Llewellyn (President of the BLDSA) who started the event and also presented 
the awards afterwards. Pat is keeping it in the familiy, because as many of you will know both her daughters Dee and 
Liane are past Presidents. 

All in all judging by the happy smiling faces everyone seemed to enjoy the day and I would like to convey my best 
wishes to all our swimmers for a successful season. 
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Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to the following people for making this event possible. Pat Llewellyn 
(President of the BLDSA), Liane and Chris Hickling, Jo and Mick Blackburn, Janet Wilson, Alison Mackintosh, Ed 
Soar, Nottingham University Canoe Club, and most important of all Nottingham City Council for allowing the event to 
take place. Oh and Diane Stack! (General Dogsbody) 

Results    

 5km FEMALE   
Name Club Time 
Georgia Amison Leicester Penguins 01.12.56 
Kate Long Absolute Triathlon Club 01.17.44 
Keeley Peace Hinckley 01.23.36 
Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 01.35.32 
Louise Barber Coventry 01.51.15 
Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins 02.51.51 
Jean Wilkin Oxley BLDSA DNS 

 
5KM MALE   
Name Club Time 
Thomas Roberts Warrington Dolphins 01.02.39 
Callum Chivers Hitchin S.c. 01.05.01 
James Dougal Hitchin 01.05.22 
Paul Smith Nottingham 01.05.27 
Simon Lee Solent SC 01.17.38 
Gavin Wild Cannock 01.19.00 
Nick Hunt Chelmsford SC 01.20.35 
James Hollingworth RAFSA 01.23.15 
Kevin Welsh BLDSA 01.25.23 
Peter Hawksworth Nottingham 01.28.21 
Bryn Dymott 3 Rivers OSS 01.28.24 
John Coote Redditch 01.28.36 
Mike Read Brighton SC 01.28.41 
Gary Jackson Belper 20/10 01.29.58 
Mark Sheridan Nemes Nutters 01.33.23 
Patrick Smith Southwell 01.39.31 
Adam Cooper Nottingham 01.46.03 
Philip Yorke BLDSA 01.54.47 
Peter Ingham Langold Pikes 02.11.04 
James Gormley Derby 02.26.51 
Steve Knowles Bromborough Retired 
Christoper Murray Horwich DNS 

 
Peter Hawksworth 
Colwick Park Swim Secretary 
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Wykeham Lake 

 

BLDSA Wykeham Lakes Championship was held on Sunday 8th June 2014 

 Thank you to everyone who attended the Wykeham Lakes swim both to swim and help and a special thank you to my 
organising team. 

We were very lucky this year to have inside facilities for first aid, registering and kitchen facilities. This wasn’t essential 
in the glorious sunny Scarborough weather we enjoyed this year but in less favourable weather this would have been 
most welcome. My thanks to Wykeham estates for allowing us to continue running this event and for making us 
welcome. 

I am always especially pleased to see new swimmers starting out at Wykeham having seen many swimmers go on to 
achieve great things having first braved the open water at this swim. I was delighted to have two twelve year olds finish 
the 2 mile race in David Junior Morgan from Scarborough and Ellie Knight from Warrington. 

In the 2 mile event, Sarah ‘speedy’ Roberts was the first junior girl and first overall finisher in a storming swim. She was 
followed by Rebecca Stewart (Senior Lady) who swam for a time only. I hope to see Rebecca return in regulation 
swimwear to take the silverware another year. The second junior girl following Sarah to the finish was local swimmer 
Erin Hope. I hope to see great things from Erin as she enters the senior age category later in the year. In third place and 
awarded the Kendal Mellor Best first attempt trophy was Ellie Knight with the best smile of the day. Ellie swam 
breastroke and was delighted to finish ahead of her granddad Henry Lowther who has supported this swim for many 
years. 1st place in the senior gents 2 mile went to Phillip Jackson in an excellent swim, followed by Paul Banks. Both 
are newcomers to our events and I hope to see both at more BLDSA events in the future. Louise Cline stole the show, 
winning overall in the 2 mile ladies event and also 1st breastroker. Barbara Brown from North East Open water came 
second. 
In the senior 5km race Tom ‘The Rocket’ Roberts came 1st overall followed by Nikki Fraser who regained the ladies 
title. My big sister Dee Llewellyn came second in the ladies race and third overall. Great to see her back in the water 
having foregone her own swim to help in previous years. Martyn Webster was next to finish followed by Simon Lee 
who came all the way from the Solent once again to support the swim. It wouldn’t be the same without you Simon. 
Michelle Hardy swam well, finishing third in the ladies. The first breastroke finisher in the 5km race was Bryn Dymott, 
speeding past many a frontcrawl swimmer and showing us all how fast breastroke can be. Well done Bryn. 

The last event of the day was the 1km race aimed at novice swimmers. We had nine swimmers taking part with 
newcomer Owen Robson finishing first in a fantastic time. Hopefully we will see Owen competing in some more of our 
events, a star of the future I feel. A big well done also to my super timekeeper Sophia Sheridan who completed her first 
race donning her wetsuit. Great stuff. 
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A big thank you to all of the following and anyone else who I may have forgotten to mention. You are all amazing and I 
couldn’t have organised the event without you. 

• Championship Committee: The Family. My mum Pat Llewellyn (BLDSA President 2014), My dad Gwyn Llewellyn, 
My sister Dee Llewellyn and my husband Chris Hickling. 

• Timekeepers/ lap recording: Gwyn Llewellyn, Jill Massey, Christine Yorke, Sophia Sheridan and Graham Smith. 

• Safety Officer: Chris Hickling 

• Referee: Jo Blackburn 

• Starter: Carl Walker 

• First aid: Sandra Wright 

Results 

JUNIOR 2 MILES 
NAME AGE STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

MALE 
David Junior Morgan 12 F/S Scarborough 1.13.40 1st 

FEMALE 
Sarah Roberts 14 F/S Warrington Dolphins 52.44 1st 
Erin Hope 15 F/S Filey & Dist SC 1.00.09 2nd 
Ellie Knight 12 Bst Warrington Dolphins 1.06.11 3rd (Best 1st Attempt) 

   

SENIOR 2 MILES 
NAME AGE STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

MALE 
Philip Jackson 46 F/S BLDSA 57.35 1st 
Paul Banks 36 F/s Leeds/Bradford 1.02.11 2nd 
Henry Lowther 55 F/s Warrington Dolphins 1.10.00 3rd 
William Atha 36 F/s BLDSA 1.14.15 4th 
David Bowker 56 F/s Warrington Dolphins 1.38.00 5th 

FEMALE 
Louise Cline 33 Bst BLDSA 1.13.56 1st (1st Breaststroke)  
Barbara Brown 50 Bst North East Open Water 1.30.04 2nd  
Margaret Smith 69 Bst Warrington Dolphins 1.56.13 3rd 
Rebecca Stewart 47 F/S BLDSA 52.05 Time Only 
Rachel Smith 45 F/st Langold Pikes Ret  

 

SENIOR 5K 
NAME AGE STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

MALE 
Thomas Roberts 16 F/S Warrington Dolphins 1.12.52 1st 
Martyn Webster 47 F/S Ilkley 1.28.58 2nd  
Simon Lee 49 F/S Solent SC 1.32.00 3rd  
Gavin Wild 40 F/S BLDSA 1.34.26 4th 
Andrew Wright 57 F/S Warrington Dolphins 1.36.17 5th 
Mark Robson 46 F/S BLDSA 1.37.47 6th 
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Kevin Saunders 52 F/S Warrington Dolphins 1.43.53 7th 
Bryn Dymott 51 Bst 3 Rivers OSS 1.44.45 8th (1st Breaststroke) 
Garry Jackson 44 F/s Belper 1.45.02 9th 
Mark Sheridan 40 F/s Nemes Nutters 1.45.30 10th 
Patrick Smith 40 F/s BLDSA 1.53.57 11th 
Francis Zielinski 39 F/s BLDSA 1.55.35 12th 
Robert Haylock 54 F/s BLDSA 1.55.50 13th 
Geoff O Grady 50 F/s BLDSA 2.03.48 14th 
Philip Yorke 41 Bst BLDSA 2.08.58 15th (2nd Breaststroke) 
Peter Ingham 70 F/s Langold Pikes 2.13.11 16th 
Anthony Smith 39 F/s Leeds DNS   

FEMALE 
Nicola Fraser 21 F/S Stocksbridge Pentaqua 1.21.03 1st 
Dee Llewellyn 36 F/S City of Bradford 1.25.44 2nd 
Michelle Hardy 46 F/S Langold Pikes 1.46.40 3rd 
Bev Thomas 55 F/S Barrow LDSC 2.00.56 4th 
Karen White Purdy 49 F/s BLDSA Retired  
Annie Stafford 60 F/S Pennine Swimmers Retired  
Helen Brindle 44 F/s Pennine Swimmers DNS  
Wendy Figures 48 F/S Langold Pikes DNS  

 

1000 METERS 
NAME STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

FEMALE 
Erin Hope F/S Filey and Dist 19.33 1st 
Michelle Hardy F/S Langold Pikes 20.59 2nd 
Jean Wilkin Oxley F/S BLDSA 30.27 3rd 

FEMALE WETSUIT 
Sophia Sheridan F/S  20.05 1st 

MALE 
Owen Robson F/S  19.27 1st 
Mark Sheridan F/S Nemes Nutters 20.39 2nd 
Patrick Smith F/s BLDSA 21.56 3rd 
David Junior Morgan  F/S Scarborough 22.43 4th 
Francis Zielinski F/s BLDSA 23.40 5th 

 

Liane Llewellyn 
Wykeham Swim Secretary 
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Champion of Champions  
 

 

BLDSA Champion of Champions event was held at Dover Harbour on Saturday 21st June 2014  

The annual BLDSA Champion of Champions in Dover Harbour was blessed with wall-to-wall sunshine and water above 
seasonal norms of 15 degrees which was a significant improvement on the 12 degrees of the year before! The format of 
swimming 5, 3 then 1 mile races to determine an overall ‘Champion of Champions’ attracted a supremely talented group 
of 26 male and 28 female swimmers from all over the country hoping to challenge themselves without a wetsuit to 
complete the relentlessly gruelling event. Traditionally, completions run at the 60% mark but given the conditions it was 
going to be a relief to see this number come in much higher. 
  
A terrifyingly relentless pace at the front of the course was set by Warrington Dolphin, Thomas Roberts, who in his first 
senior year showed maturity beyond his years to stay out in front  whilst chased from start to finish by Loch Lomond 
record holder and super resilient Loch Ness soloist, James Leitch, who had driven all the way from Glasgow!! In the 
end, ‘Tom Robbo’ as he is more affectionately known, completed the entire 3 events in an eye-watering grand time of 
3hrs 25 with James Leitch at 3hours 27 with Trafford Metro’s Niki Williams 3rd in 3 hours 39minutes. 23 Men 
completed all 3 events (many getting lapped multiple times by the leaders in the process!) with Philip Yorke underlining 
his credentials as one of the nation’s great open water breastrokers being only the 3rd person ever to complete the course 
in breaststroke format with an aggregate time of 6 hours 27 mins. Well done Phil. 
  
The ladies race was dominated by Vicky Miller who many of us have witnessed blasting across Dover harbour most 
weekends since May training with the Channel Swimming aspirants for her forthcoming solo attempt. She was closely 
followed round the course by 23 year old Hannah Bennett and BLDSA Grand Prix Winner for the last few years, Nicola 
Fraser. Pauline Barker completed a significant feat of stamina enduring the conditions for longer than anyone else at 6 ½ 
hours but was beaming from ear-to-ear enjoying an immense feeling of accomplishment in receiving her certificate. 
  
Special mention must be made for Channel Swimming legend Michael Read who at the young age of 73 made many 
seasoned swimmers (including yours truly) look pedestrian coming 17th in the Men’s event. We hope he continues to try 
and reach his full potential and come back next year to make many more of us question how hard we were really training 
during the winter! 
  
Despite conditions not far short of ideal there were still 4 retirements illustrating how important effortless stroke and 
adaptation to the cold actually are, however, they will be reminded  that the harbour will not move and will still be there 
for them to have another go next year. 
  
Open water swimming is not necessarily about celebrating the fastest times per se and it was particularly exciting to 
congratulate many successful event completions, some of which were having their 3rd crack at the whip. The elation on 
those faces & feeling of accomplishment is really hard to describe for those able to say ‘I did it’. This will then stand 
them in good stead and increase confidence with further competitions during the season. 
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Some competitors were training for Channel Solo attempts, Loch Lomond, Windermere, Lake Zurich, North Channel 
etc and this event still stands out for those wishing to put more intensity into their training agenda rather than bobbing 
around procrastinating. 
  
Again without the effort and dedication of BLDSA volunteers, friends and family, this event would never be able to take 
place & annual membership of £36.25 (online) allowing anyone to enter any swim in the BLDSA calendar still 
represents outstanding value as the organisation is run on a non-profit making basis. The next events on the calendar 
(and a must for any Channel aspirant) are the Torquay 8miler (which is a swim in proper channel conditions outside of a 
harbour) followed by the Bala weekend (which offers a 6-mile 2-way on the Saturday and 3-mile 1 way on the Sunday) 
  
The event takes place again around the 3rd weekend in June 2015. Please see http://www.bldsa.org.uk/ for more details 
of all our swims and we look forward to seeing you there to challenge yourself next year.  
  

 Results    

 NAME  AGE CLUB / TOWN  5 Mile  3 Mile 1 Mile  Total Time  Place  
JUNIOR BOYS 

      
    1st  

JUNIOR GIRLS 

     
  

 
    

  
1st 

SENIOR MEN 
Thomas Roberts 16 Warrington Dolphins 1.51.36 1.10.34 23.35 3.25.45 1st 
James Leitch 39 City of Glasgow Swim Team 1.51.40 1.11.28 23.52 3.27.00 2nd 
Niki Williams 35 Trafford Metro 1.58.07 1.15.18 25.44 3.39.09 3rd 
Howard James 35 Deal Tri Masters Swim Club 2.15.54 1.26.29 27.11 4.09.34 4th 
Andre Roberts 19 Devon and Cornwall Wild 

 
2.15.25 1.29.47 29.12 4.14.24 5th 

Christopher 
 

38 BLDSA 2.20.12 1.26.11 29.06 4.15.29 6th 
Robert Dunnett 51 BLDSA 2.24.28 1.30.33 29.32 4.24.33 7th 
David Randall 59 Trafford Metro 2.25.47 1.31.31 29.47 4.27.05 8th 
Simon Lee 
 

29 Solent S.C. 2.25.03 1.32.53 31.32 4.29.28 9th 
Nick Young 
 

43 BLDSA 2.24.06 1.40.01 32.12 4.36.19 10th 
Adrian Rotchell 
 

39 BLDSA 2.30.28 1.34.53 31.06 4.36.37 11th 
James Boucher 
 

53 Guildford Lido Legends 2.36.41 1.37.54 33.24 4.47.59 12th 
Nick Hunt 58 Chelmsford S.C. 2.32.02 1.44.08 34.10  4.50.20 13th 
Paul Harris 
 

35 BLDSA 2.38.20 1.39.27 33.58 4.51.45 14th 
Kevin Welsh 
 

51 Spondon Masters 2.42.44 1.45.53 35.06 5.03.43 15th 
Philip Hodges 
 

44 BLDSA 2.45.17 1.43.52 35.25 5.04.34 16th 
Michael Read 
 

73 Brighton S.C. 2.51.24 1.46.50 35.24 5.13.38 17th 
Mark Sheridan 40 Nemes Nutters 2.52.39 1.47.42 35.54 5.16.15 18th  
Adrian Brown 47 BLDSA 2.57.37 1.51.22 36.19 5.25.18 19th 
Garry Jackson 
 

44 Belper 10/20 3.00.33 1.59.29 38.26 5.38.28 20th 
Robert Haylock 
 

54 West Suffolk Swimming 
 

3.05.06 1.59.25 40.35 5.45.06 21st 
Jim Wilson 26 Spondon Masters 3.19.11 2.02.39 41.37 6.03.27 

  
22nd 

Philip Yorke 42 BLDSA 3.50.56 2.13.33 43.15 6.27.44 
  

23rd (1st 
 Christopher Murray 42 Horwich Leisure Centre 2.30.14 DNS 27.41   

Guy Moar 46 Red Top Swim 2.21.25 DNS DNS     
Charlie Chute 34 BLDSA Retired DNS DNS     

SENIOR LADIES 
Vicky Miller 28 Spencer Swim Team 2.05.21 1.17.37 26.43 3.49.41 1st 
Hannah Bennett 23 BLDSA 2.08.49 1.20.54 27.08 3.56.51 2nd 
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Nicola Fraser 
 

21 Stocksbridge Pentaqua 2.10.21 1.21.45 27.16 3.59.22 3rd 
Harriet Tuck 21 Devenport Royal 2.11.25 1.22.40 28.12 4.02.17 4th 
Alexandra Christie 
 

26 Reading S.C. 2.13.45 1.23.15 27.22 4.04.22 5th 
Lucinda Byliss 
 

27 BLDSA 2.17.35 1.22.22 28.00 4.07.57 6th 
Dee Llewellyn 36 City of Bradford S.C. 2.17.25 1.26.16 28.46 4.12.27 7th 
Georgina Halford 
 

19 Flitwick Dolphins 2.20.11 1.26.10 28.31 4.14.52 8th  
Hazel Killingbeck 
 

16 Manchester Tri 2.37.35 1.37.33 31.21 4.46.29 9th  
Lesley Cook 55 Chalkwell Redcaps 2.40.49 1.37.20 32.47 4.50.56 10th  
Sara Marley 45 Red Top Swim 2.39.29 1.41.20 35.18 4.56.07 11th  
Emily Chong 32 Serpentine S.C. 2.50.12 1.45.37 34.22 5.10.11 12th  
Sarah Kenyon 45 BLDSA 2.52.06 1.46.50 35.37 5.14.33 13th  
Kate Todd 43 BLDSA 2.53.49 1.47.51 36.10 5.17.50 14th 
Juliette Bigley 36 BLDSA 2.52.04 1.52.37 38.58 5.23.39 15th 
Michelle Hardy 46 Langold Pikes 2.58.36 1.54.27 38.13 5.31.16 16th 
Luise Rasche 46 BLDSA 3.03.35 1.53.25 40.50 5.37.50 17th 
Christine Addison 52 BLDSA 3.04.33 1.55.03 38.45 5.38.21 18th 
Rebecca Halsey 45 BLDSA 3.04.33  1.55.03 38.45 5.38.21 19th 
Debbie Taylor 35 Pennine Swimmers 3.05.09 1.57.40 38.20 5.41.09 20th 
Sam Plum 46 Pennine swimmers 3.10.00 2.04.10 40.43 5.54.53 21st 
Jane Bell 40 Chalkwell Redcaps 3.23.07 2.04.28 44.06 6.11.41 22nd 
Kathryn Ayre 41 BLDSA 3.21.39 2.05.32 45.08 6.12.19 23rd 
Pauline Barker 50 Devon & Cornwall Wild 

 
3.35.20 2.10.34 44.59 6.30.25 24th 

Vicki Thompson 45 Barrow LDSC 3.29.32 DNS DNS     
Suzanne Nottage 38 Tino Rangatiratanga Taniwhas Retired DNS DNS     
Georgia Amison 17 Leicester Penguins Retired DNS DNS     
Alison Brisby 35 BLDSA Retired DNS DNS     
Nicola Barnes 42 BLDSA DNS DNS DNS     
Amanda Bell 42 BLDSA DNS DNS DNS     
Victoria Hamilton 31 BLDSA DNS DNS DNS     
Kate Long 29 Absolute Triathlon Club DNS DNS DNS     
Kate Robarts 52 BLDSA DNS DNS DNS     

  
   INDIVIDUAL SWIMS SENIOR 

NAME CLUB / TOWN 5 Mile 3 Mile 1 Mile 
Robert Drysdale BLDSA  1.40.07 34.23 
Don Perrott Spencer Swim Team   1.44.56 34.23 
Barry Marshall BLDSA   1.44.58 38.30 
Angela Paterson Sivota Sharks   1.59.58 39.04 
Marylyn Dickinson Uswim/Stockport   1.58.11 41.23 
Ursula Richards-Cairns Uswim   1.58.12 43.10 
Annie Stafford Pennine Swimmers   2.00.53 43.34 
Heidi Sweetman BLDSA   1.59.54 45.16 
Tony Cherrington Gloucester Masters    DNS 

 
INDIVIDUAL SWIMS JUNIOR 

NAME CLUB / TOWN 5 Mile 3 Mile 1 Mile 
          

 
Mark Sheridan 
On behalf of Champion of Champions Swim Secretary, Leslie Du Cane 
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Torbay 

 

 BLDSA Torbay Championship was held on Saturday 5tht July 2014  

 

From the forecasts on the Thur/Fri it looked unlikely that we would be able to do the full course. The team met at 
Meadfoot on the Saturday at 07:00, although there was a westerly breeze the sea conditions looked ok, the forecast was 
for the wind to reduce during the day. The Harbour Master was very positive about the conditions so the decision was 
made to proceed with the full course. 

The registration started at 08:00 and by 09:00 all the swimmers had been allocated a kayaker and we had 4 spare, a 
perfect start to the day. At the briefing meeting it was announced that Lesley Ferguson would be wearing a top which 
did not comply with the BLDSA regulations. The reason for this was that during the week before the swim Lesley had 
been advised by her doctor to wear the top to protect her from the sun. Lesley requested that she be allowed to swim 
even if it meant not counting in the championship. This was accepted by the BLDSA Emergency Committee. 

The race started at 11:00. All 17 starters got to the turn, lead by Pawel Nowak in the Gents and Alex Christie in the 
Ladies. It was clear from the times to the turn that the cross wind was slowing the swimmers. Unfortunately on the way 
back Simon Lee got stung on the face and chest by a jelly fish and had to retire. 
Most swimmers got back quicker than they went across. The lead did not change with Pawel Nowak taking the Gents 
trophy and Alex Christie the Ladies. The veteran trophies went to Guy Moar for the Gents and Sara Marley for the 
Ladies. A special mention must be given to Pauline Barker who completed the course in 07:08:26, great achievement for 
her and her kayaker Lucy O'Malley. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following; Pat Llewellyn, Jean Wilkin-Oxley, Liane Hickling, Chris 
Hickling, Andy Wright, Brian Ferrand, John Lee, Mick Blackburn, Jo Blackburn, Lindsey Herbert (Torbay Resort 
Officer), Kevin Mowat (Torquay Harbour Master), Laura Fudge, Robin Meads , Tim Corbett, Mike Lakey and David 
Tomlinson (Brixham YC) All the Kayakers in particular Craig Kelly (Teignbridge Canoe Club) and Tim Durrant 
(Paignton Canoe Club) , and all the swimmers. 

I look forward to seeing you all again next year. 
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Results 

NAME AGE STROKE CLUB 
TIME 

4 
Miles 

TIME 
8 

Miles 
PLACE 

MALE 
Pawel Novak 35 F/S BLDSA 1.51.40 3.37.49 1st 

Guy Moar 46 F/S Red Top Swim 1.55.30 3.54.44 2nd 
Andre Roberts 19 F/S Devenport RSA 2.02.05 4.02.44 3rd 

Nick Hunt 58 F/S Chelmsford SC 2.14.06 4.19.44  4th 
Stephen Price 52 F/S Clevedon ASC 2.25.20 4.42.36 5th 
Kevin Welsh 51 F/S Sponden Masters 2.20.38 4.46.28 6th 

Mark Sheridan 40 F/S BLDSA 2.32.09 4.53.32 7th 
FEMALE 

Alex Christie 26 F/S Reading S.C. 2.00.28 3.45.17  1st 
Marisa Schubert 21 F/S Oxford University 2.05.05 4.12.54 2nd 

Sarah Poplar 38 F/S BLDSA 2.12.50 4.34.58 3rd 
Sara Marley 45 F/S Red Top Swim 2.20.50 4.35.32 4th 

Helen Beveridge 46 F/S Inverness 2.40.41 5.30.36 5th 
Pauline Barker 50 F/S DCWS 3.37.10 7.08.26 over time limit 
Kate Robarts 52 F/S BLDSA DNS     

 

VETERAN 4 MILES 
NAME AGE STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

MALE 
Guy Moar 46 F/S Red Top Swim 1.55.30 1st 
Simon Lee 49 F/S Solent SC 2.08.30 2nd 
Nick Hunt 58 F/S Chelmsford SC 2.14.06 3rd 
Kevin Welsh 51 F/S Sponden Masters 2.20.38 4th 
Stephen Price 52 F/S Clevedon ASC 2.25.20 5th 

FEMALE 
Sara Marley 45 F/S Red Top Swim 2.20.50 1st 
Michelle Hardy 45 F/S Langold Pikes 2.41.53 2nd 
Helen Beveridge 46 F/S Inverness 2.46.41 3rd 
Alison Russell 56 F/S Truro City 3.20.18 4th 
Pauline Barker 50 F/S DCWS 3.37.10 5th 
Lesley Fergusson 51 F/S BLDSA 2.57.37 Time Only 

 
Peter Larrad  
Torbay Swim Secretary 
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Llyn Tegid (Bala) 
 

BLDSA Llyn Tegid Championship was held on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th  July 2014  

 
The 2nd weekend in July and it must be Bala 
weekend and a very pleasant weekend it turned out 
to be.  Probably the best in the 12 years I’ve been 
running the swim.  As has occurred for the last few 
years a number of the swimmers and officials met 
in the White Lion on Friday evening for a friendly 
chat and catch up with old friends and to meet new 
ones.  It was the start of what turned out to be a 
very friendly weekend.  Well not quite the start 
because I’d already been down to the lake and put 
the RIB in the water, where it was great to be met 
and be helped by our fantastically helpful past 
Presidents Vince and Jacky Classen.  What would I 
do without them, they are truly so dependable. 
The usual thoughts cross my mind on Friday evening which are, how do I fit the setting up around my breakfast which 
the B&B excels at, so I once again opted for the early start method.  Having left the RIB in the middle of the lake the 
night before, I arrived at 6:10 for a very pleasant swim back to the RIB to retrieve her.  It was a brilliant swim in 
beautifully warm calm water.  With the gazebo erected and the parking cones out on the grass I left for that great 
breakfast.  When I returned an hour later the usual BLDSA officials were eagerly waiting to help finish the setting up 
and start the registration.  This year we had a total entry of 102 for all the swims.  

This year I had truly professional time keeping.  Steve Walsh provided the electronic timing as he has done for many 
years.  This as I have been told by a number of swimmers, makes the swim so professional and modern.  I also had three 
very keen, friendly and proficient manual timekeepers. 

With the registration of the 1km and 3km completed and the briefing held we got the first swim underway on time at 
10am.  This year the water temperature was a little cooler than last year’s at 18C but once again the water level was 
quite low probably one of the lowest I’ve seen.  We had a good entry of 42 swimmers.  Quite a few of them being new 
comers to Bala.  Again it was a great sight to see all the swimmers in the water with paddlers waiting for the start.  I was 
delighted to be able to hand over the start to the Mayor of Bala.  First home was Heather Lawson in a costume in a time 
of 13:13 with the first wetsuit swimmer Olivia Jay finishing in 14:41.  In the 3km race the senior gents race was won by 
Morgan Metcalfe in a time of 45:29 with the senior lady’s race won by Amy Mellor in 51:02.  First junior lady home 
was Sarah Robert who retained her title in a time of 52:44.  Young Ellie Jane Knight was the second junior to finish 
swimming breaststroke after she had carried Henry Lowther and Chris Carter swimming freestyle all the way until the 
last 200m when she swam off and left them to find their own way to the finish. 

With the 1km and 3km races, the 2way registration and briefings completed we prepared for the start of the 2way swim.  
As the 22 competitors started the wind had noticeable 
picked up and was blowing towards the start.  With the 
race started by our President Pat Llewellyn all swimmers 
picked up their paddlers and headed off.  Young Tom 
Roberts pulled ahead and lead the field at the turn. He 
maintained his lead to be first home and winning the 
senior gents title in a time of 2:33:45.  First lady home and 
winning the senior lady’s championship was Nicola Fraser 
finishing in a time of 2:46:45.  Times this year were on the 
slow side and this was enforced by Darron Corden who 
has now swum it 15 times said that it was his slowest time 
he’d ever done.  There was only one retirement. 

During the 2way swim Pat Llewellyn received some great 
news that Mark Sherridan had just crossed the English 
Channel.  Well done Mark.  Mark was on his way to Bala 
when he got the call from his pilot so he turned around and 
headed for Dover. 
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With the last swimmer finishing we quickly moved on to the Presentation of trophies, certificates and that prestigious 
BLDSA swim cap.  The team then tidied up for the evening and once again both RIB were left anchored in the middle of 
the lake.  This was my third swim and brilliant way to finish off a great days swimming. 

Sunday morning was a more leisurely start to the 1-way swim.  I was delighted to have someone to swim with me to 
recover the RIB.  As I entered the water memories came flooding back as daughter Nicola and I swam together just like 
we have done so many times before.  It made my weekend. 

As soon as the RIBs were against the jetty the safety team took over making ready both RIBs for the swim and with all 
the bits and bobs sorted out at the finish we moved over to Llangower for the registration and briefing.   

With all the proceeding of registration and briefing completed we got the 27 starters underway a couple of minutes after 
12:00.  It’s a splendid sight to watch all the swimmers leaving the start.  Amongst the swimmers was that special veteran 
of many a year, Margaret Smith who after swimming the 3km the day before and completed a channel relay a couple of 
weeks previously took on the 1way swim.  Also quietly donning a costume was our Treasurer Jean Wilkin-Oxley 
escorted by Past President Liane Llewellyn.  In fact the swim is quite unique as once again we had swimmers taking part 
who had swum to the start namely Kevin Welsh and Jo Blackburn.  Then there were several newcomers who had the 
usual feelings of uncertainty.  I believe it is this mix of old experience, new comers, organisation and the friendly 
atmosphere that makes the 1way swim what it is. 

With the race started the swim secretary, race controller and timekeepers quickly left for the finish with Janet Wilson 
and Pat Llewellyn manning the beach until all the swimmers had turned around the buoy.  As Niki Williams who set a 
record last year was again swimming it meant that we had around an hour to be back at the finish.  With a speedy return 
completed it was only a short time later that the first swimmer came into sight.  Niki Williams was first home winning 
the senior gents championship in a time 1:07:38.  After getting his breath back he said he trained much more for this 
year and was 5 minutes slower than last year.  It just goes to show how unpredictable long distance swimming can be.  
Next home was Nicola Fraser winning the senior ladies championship in a time of 1:15:00.  Following next was 16 year 
old Morgan Metcalfe.  What was so pleasing to see was that he swam last year as a junior in a wetsuit for time only.  He 
returned this year swimming in a costume and deservedly came second in the senior gent’s race.  A very pleasing 
success in the BLDSA’s policy of encouragement. 

 

Thanks to Margaret Smith who had tracked down the 
Mayor of Bala prior to the swim and had arranged for her 
to attend.  The only problem was that Margaret hadn’t quite 
predicted correctly how long it was going to take her to 
finish the swim.  However, the Mayor said she was quite 
happy to watch the closing part of the swim prior to her 
performing the presentations. 

I always like to introduce to the report a little something 
that occurred during the weekend.  It was Saturday 
afternoon, the 2-way swim was underway and as I turned 
around I just catch sight of the Gazebo.  It was obviously 
bored with sitting in its usual place as it has for 10 years, so 
with a slight gust of wind which crept in just like the 
‘wicked witches of the west’ it up sticks and blow away.  

Within a minute there must have been 10 people around it pulling, straighten and pegging it down.  This team of helpers 
who want to help swimmers and support the swim they are the BLDSA.    

The Association for years has prided itself on safety and in fact our rules require this.  This year once again we had 
excellent safety cover with Chris, Mick, Martyn, Vince and Jacky all taking turns skippering the 2 RIBs.  Andy Walter’s 
and Claire, 2 canoe lifeguards, were on the water, each swimmer in the 2way and 1way had their own paddlers.  For the 
1km and 3km swims a number of 2way swimmers and officials provided kayak safety cover.  A spectator approached 
me during the day saying that those 2 RIBs make the swim look like you take safety seriously and yes we do and should.  
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Now to the most important part of the report thanking 
all who helped.   This event is what it is because of the 
helpers who love the sport and want it to succeed.  I 
was once again very fortunate to have help from a 
group of truly great friends who help to put on a 
wonderful swimming weekend.  This year I felt that the 
atmosphere was the best ever with a group of helpers 
and swimmers all out to enjoy in a spirit of 
encouragement.  No hidden agendas, no unpleasant 
comments, no pre-madonna’s, no nastiness just a great 
atmosphere for the love for our truly great sport.  Those 
of you who weren’t there ask yourselves what on earth 
was in my head to fail to take part and how could I 
have missed out of such an experience? 

I’ll finish the report by reiterating my thanks to everyone who were there as an official, helpers and supporters.  But 
finally I’ll make a special point of thanking the swimmers all of you, you all swam well and I hope you all enjoyed it.   
 
The provisional date of next year’s swim is the 11th and 12th July 2015. 
 

Please note the 1k has a wetsuit and non wetsuit category 

1km Short Race 
Place Swimmers Name Club Category Time 

1 Heather Lawson Swim Trafford Team SC C 00:13:13 
2 Gethin Jones Swim Conwy C 00:14:03 
3 Samuel Johnson Swim Conwy C 00:14:31 
4 Olivia Jay Wyre Forest SC WS 00:14:41 
5 Esme Hughes Wrekin College Triathlon Club WS 00:14:42 
6 Louise Fielding Hazel grove A S C C 00:15:15 
7 Lucy Grainge Flixton SC C 00:15:19 
8 Ellie-jo Hughes Warrington Dolphins L.D. C 00:16:03 
9 Emily Oldfield Swim Conwy WS 00:16:05 

10 Aneira Jones Swim Conwy C 00:16:56 
11 Dyfanwen Ellison Carmarthen and District S W C 00:17:26 
12 Nik Kavanagh Not defined WS 00:17:42 
13 Kay Gorzko Warrington Dolphins C 00:17:54 
14 Gareth Jones University of Chester C 00:18:32 
15 Amelia Grass Not defined C 00:18:36 
16 Samuel Holt Tristars Conwy WS 00:18:44 
17 Molly Cressey-rodgers Not defined C 00:19:27 
18 Michael Hughes SYtri WS 00:20:59 
19 Alison Lamputt BASCTriathlon Club WS 00:21:25 
20 Tracey Williams Not defined WS 00:23:06 
21 Nigel Shackleton Not defined C 00:23:15 
22 Steve Walsh Not defined C 00:27:26 
23 Nicolette Harley Not defined C 00:27:49 
24 Richard Ellison Independent C 00:29:28 
25 Kev Brady Not defined WS 00:29:46 
26 Deb James Not defined C 00:34:58 
27 Milly Jay Wyre Forest SC  DNS 
28 Peter Connor Not defined  DNS 
29 Tristan Carter TOWAs  DNS 

 
BLDSA 3km Race 

Place Swimmers Name Club Stroke Category Time 
Senior Gents 

1 Morgan Metcalfe Swim conwy FS Costume 00:45:29 
2 Ian Murray (Vet) Warrington Dolphins L.D. FS Costume 00:45:41 
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3 Simon Lee (Vet) Solent SC FS Costume 00:51:29 
4 Frank Kilgannon (Vet) Halton SC FS Costume 00:55:36 
5 Kevin Saunders (Vet) Warrington Dolphins LDSC FS Costume 00:59:13 
6 Christopher Carter (Vet) Warrington Dolphins LDSC FS Costume 01:08:50 
7 Henry Lowther (Vet) Warrington Dolphins LDSC FS Costume 01:09:11 
8 James Inglis Not Defined BS Costume Nochip 

Junior Ladies 
1 Sarah Roberts Warrington Dolphins LDSC FS Costume 00:52:44 
2 Ellie Jane Knight Warrington Dolphins LDSC BS Costume 01:07:54 

Senior Ladies 
1 Amy Mellor Oundle SC FS Costume 00:51:02 
2 Tricia Ward Not Defined FS Wetsuit 00:57:29 
3 Helen Isaacs (Vet) Not Defined FS Costume 01:02:59 
4 Helen Beveridge Wild Highlanders FS Costume 01:05:37 
5 Margaret Smith (Vet) Warrington Dolphins LDSC BS Costume 01:51:00 
6 Nicolette Harley Not Defined FS Costume DNS 

 
2 Way (6mile) Race 

Place Swimmers Name Club Stroke Time 
Senior Gents 

1 Thomas Roberts Warrington Dolphins L.D. FS 02:33:45 
2 Darron Corden Redditch FS 02:44:20 
3 Stephen Jones Swinton ASC FS 02:50:20 
4 Simon Lee Solent sc FS 03:15:57 
5 Ryan Morrison BLDSA FS 03:27:58 
6 Kevin Welsh Spondon Masters FS 03:40:10 
7 Yves Bouvy BLDSA FS 03:44:32 
8 John Coote BLDSA FS 03:48:57 
9 Mark Westaway Exmouth SC BS 03:51:01 

10 Robert Haylock WSSA FS 04:00:02 
11 Garry Jackson Belper 20/10 FS 04:15:13 
12 Jim Wilson Spondon masters FS 04:27:42 
13 Geoff OGrady BLDSA FS 04:41:11 
14 Philip Yorke BLDSA BS 04:49:22 
15 Wayne Carter TOWAs FS DNF 
16 Anthony Mellett BLDSA FS DNS 
17 Mark Sheridan Nemes Nutters FS DNS 
18 Steve Marshall Pennine Swimmers FS DNS 
19 Hugh Yarrow BLDSA FS DNS 

Senior Ladies 
1 Nicola Fraser BLDSA FS 02:46:45 
2 Jenny Zwijnen Chester Triathlon Club FS 03:00:01 
3 Dee Llewellyn City of Bradford FS 03:09:00 
4 Tara Dudley ES&LSS FS 03:14:39 
5 Liane Hickling City of Bradford FS 03:19:40 
6 Claire Wilson Red Top FS 03:34:42 
7 Jane Bell BLDSA/Chalkwell Redcaps FS 04:22:20 
8 Lesley Ferguson BLDSA FS 04:38:58 
9 Rhian Andrews BLDSA FS DNS 

10 Karen White Purdy BLDSA FS DNS 
11 Kate Long Absolute Triathlon Club FS DNS 
12 Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes FS DNS 

 
1 Way (3mile) Race 

Place Swimmers Name Club Stroke Time 
Senior Gents 

1 Niki Williams Trafford Metro FS 01:07:38 
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2 Morgan Metcalfe Swim conwy FS 01:15:36 
3 David Randall Trafford Metro FS 01:25:01 
4 Simon Lee Solent SC FS 01:29:53 
5 Philip Morrey Seawolf Swimming Academy FS 01:31:20 
6 Craig Skinner Telford Open Water 

Adventurers 
FS 01:37:11 

7 Kevin Welsh Spondon Masters FS 01:46:59 
8 Garry Jackson belper 20/10 FS 01:50:07 
9 James Benting TOWAs FS 02:07:27 

10 John Willis Chalkwell Redcaps FS 02:08:59 
11 Chris Carter Warrington Dolphins LD FS 02:11:05 
12 Philip Yorke BLDSA BS 02:20:00 
13 Jim Garnett BLDSA BS 02:22:22 
14 Tony Doyle BLDSA FS 02:27:38 
15 Steven Kirkham Alsager ASC FS 02:31:11 
16 David Bowker Warrington Dolphins L.D. FS 03:16:17 
17 Mark Sheridan Nemes Nutters FS DNS 
18 Thomas Roberts Warrington Dolphins L.D. FS DNS 
19 Hugh Yarrow BLDSA FS DNS 

Senior Ladies 
1 Nicola Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua SC FS 01:15:00 
2 Dee Llewellyn City of Bradford FS 01:22:00 
3 Helen Beveridge Inverness FS 01:56:45 
4 Jo Blackburn Warrington Dolphins LDSC FS 02:17:19 
5 Jean Wilkin-Oxley BLDSA FS 02:53:44 
6 Jane Yardley BLDSA FS 03:02:57 
7 Susan Edmondson B.L.D.S.A. BS 03:35:15 
8 Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins LDSC BS 03:39:00 

 
 

Andy Wright 
Llyn Tegid Swim Secretary 
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Coniston Water Senior and Junior  

 

The Coniston Water Championship was held on Sunday 20th July 2014 

During the week before this year's Coniston race, the Met office repeatedly warned of high winds for the weekend - the 
normally high stress levels of organisation rose off the scale!! However, during the day on Saturday the forecast changed 
in our favour and by early on Sunday morning I was grateful for the easing wind. So the reports by swimmers and crews 
that the lake was a 'bit lumpy' in the middle came as a relief! The water was still really warm - around the 20 degree 
mark - and everyone who started at the start finished at the finish! 

Thomas Roberts came close the the championship record, continuing his amazing season of success and Wendy Figures 
led the ladies' field home. Kiera Jordan put in a fantastic swim, being placed well among the seniors as well as winning 
the girls' race. DJ Morgan, at the tender age of 12, was awarded the Arthur Ayres Dolphin Trophy for endeavour (once 
again we were pleased that Percy Bull of Warwickshire Long Distance SC, the club that started the Coniston 
Championship, was able to be with us to present this trophy) he also won the Trevor Morgan trophy for the last junior 
home.  

Thank you to all the people who worked so hard on the day to put the event on and if you were one of the swimmers, I 
hope you had a great day, if you couldn't make it this year I hope you'll be able to join us next year. 

Results 

 SENIOR 5 .5 MILES 
NAME CLUB TIME PLACE 

 MALE 
Thomas Roberts Warrington Dolphins 1.58.02 1st 
Stephen Jones Swinton ASC 2.08.21 2nd 

Simon Griffiths H2Open 2.13.11 3rd 
Callum Chivers Hitchin S.c. 2.19.30 4th 

Simon Lee Solent SC 2.28.50 5th 
Edward Crisp Coniston 2.37.48 6th 
Mark Robson Stockton 2.41.21 7th 
Gavin Wild Cannock 2.42.01 8th  

Daniel Whittington Barnstable 2.43.36 9th 
John Coote Redditch 2.53.43 10th  
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Bryn Dymott BLDSA 3.01.02 11th (1st Breaststroke) 
Robert Haylock West Suffolk S.C. 3.01.50 12th 
Garry Jackson Belper 20/10 3.02.54 13th 

Scott Arbuthnot Cross Hills 3.07.28 14th 
Richard Kemsley Oxford 3.09.55 15th 
Robert Mitchell YEAABA 3.14.38 16th 

Patrick Smith BLDSA 3.18.44 17th 
Thomas Holt Two Two Two 3.21.24 18th 
Francis Zielinski Lancaster 3.23.49 19th 
Philip Yorke BLDSA 3.44.24 20th (2nd Bst) 
Chris Green Barrow LDSC 3.53.56 21st 
Gary Parker BLDSA 4.16.44 22nd 

 FEMALE 
Wendy Figures Rotherham Metro 2.29.00 1st  
Lesley Cooke Otter SC 2.36.02 2nd  
Claire Wilson Red Top 2.38.15 3rd  
Laura Bagley Barrow SC 2.41.01 4th 

Elaine Henderson London 3.05.32 5th  
Jane Murphy St Albans 3.12.58 6th  

Sue Croft South London SC 3.16.39 7th 
Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 3.26.52 8th 
Jessica Hepburn Serpentine SC 3.54.49 9th 

Katharine Anzuino Honiton 4.03.18 10th(1st Breaststroke) 
 

JUNIOR 5.5 MILES 
NAME CLUB TIME PLACE 

MALE 
David Junior Morgan Scarborough Kingfishers 4.02.55 1st 

FEMALE 
Kiera Jordan Exmouth 2.29.04 1st 
Erin Hope Scarborough Kingfishers 2.54.43 2nd 

 
 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley 
Coniston Senior and Junior Swim Secretary 
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Coniston Veterans 

 

46th Coniston Veterans Championship was held on Sunday 3rd August 2014  

The day started at ridiculous o’clock in Murton, Durham with glorious sunshine, I wonder how long this will last I 
wondered? Well it lasted until we reached Kirkby Steven when a wonderful double rainbow shepherded in the rain. So 
the second half of the journey was intermittent showers, some light and some heavy but fairly constant.  

Arriving at Coniston at 08:30 to meet Martyn and Sue Coates with Swim Safe prepped and ready to be launched just the 
gate keys not in attendance. With the help of some of the early arrival swimmers and crews we pitched and prepped the 
“hospital tent” and Jacky started booking everyone in. Adam the duty manager of the Bluebird Café opened the patio 
area as a very welcomed covered working area for her.  

The keys arrived and the Rib was launched and a steady stream of swimmers, crews and helpers passed through the 
patio. The café opened and was doing brisk business with steaming hot cups of drinks and the odd bacon butty gratefully 
scoffed.  

Have you ever noticed that it is one of those age old mysteries that it is always the ones who live closest are usually the 
last ones to arrive? So now everyone is in attendance apart from one kayaker and unfortunately Geoff O’Grady spent a 
frantic but fruitless 30 minutes looking for a replacement.  

On with the briefing and with all the official briefing out of the way with an air temp of 18oC and a water temp of 19oC 
and all questions answered swimmers and crews headed off by cars to the start, several kayakers headed onto the water 
to paddle to the start.  

I will take a moment now to regale you with a short conversation I had before leaving to take station on Swim Safe. 
“Vince, I am sorry but I will not be able to stay for the presentation, I have a 7 hour drive ahead to get back to 
Inverness”. “That’s Ok I say but what if you are the first lady home?” “I never win anything so that’s not likely to 
happen!” Ok so what if you are the Oldest Lady Finisher?” “No I am sure someone else will be getting that trophy!” Ok 
then I will bring your certificate and commemorative cap to Ullswater next week and have it presented there.” Oh what a 
prophetic conversation that was, more of this later.  

Once all the paperwork was completed the officials headed off too, me and Martyn aboard the Rib with one paddler also 
on board as he was too late to set off paddling, we too set off. Three quarters of the way to the start we came across a 
fairly sorry looking Mick Blackburn who was suffering with a shoulder strain so we hauled him on board (carefully 
avoiding his shoulder) and took him to the start also. The rain had now relented a bit and was patchy in places.  

Once we had established there were still some crews missing who had set off after the Rib had left we headed back to 
collect them and brought them also to the start. Then with a slight delay the 11 o’clock starters got away at 11:30, so 
that’s the first 5 swimmers off. Then its all go again to get the second wave ready. With all the ladies ready on the beach 
there was much cajoling to get the gentlemen down and ready. Finally all swimmers and crews were in the water and off 
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went the second wave. There was the usual jostling to get boats and swimmers together but all went reasonably 
smoothly and they were off in pursuit of the early starter.  

There was a distinct change in the speed as the faster swimmers hunted down the back markers from the early pack and 
soon they were being overhauled. Whilst this was happening the onshore officials and supporters had made their way 
back to the Bluebird Café for another round of drinks. In what seemed like no time at all the report came down the line 
that the first swimmer was home, this was Darron Corden who was from the second pack. He was followed in very 
closely behind by Helen Beveridge from the first pack but as she had left 30 minutes earlier was in effect 39 minutes 
behind him. Finishers came in thick and fast and kept the time keepers busy making sure they were using the correct 
stop watches. All swimmers and crews were coping fine with the slightly blowy and drizzly weather when the call we do 
not want to hear comes through. However, with the rain that was falling, the management radio we were now using had 
become slightly waterlogged so all we heard was “crackle squelch crackle squelch Kayak crackle squelch gone over 
crackle squelch”. Now we knew it must have been near the finish as the radios were all on land at the end so off we shot 
to find the 2 Man Kayak had been blown over just short of the first jetty near the mouth of the stream near the Bluebird 
Cafe. Luckily Jim Wilson was on hand in his kayak as his swimmer had just finished so when we arrived he had one of 
the crew on the front of his Kayak and the other crew had managed to get to shore with the capsized kayak. We 
unceremoniously hauled the crewman out of the water and took him round to the jetty and left him in the capable hands 
of the First Aiders. So it was back to the field and carry on with the cover. The last swimmer home arrived at just after 
3pm and the presentations were prepared.  

A few words from the President Pat Llewellyn started proceedings and we started in time honoured tradition with the 
Ladies, now the prophetic conversation I had earlier in the day is recounted to all as the first lady home actually was 
Helen Beveridge, who had left as mentioned for her 7 hour journey home. The remainder of the certificates and 
commemorative swim hats were presented and the Senior Lady Finisher, Margaret Smith received the John O’Hara 
Trophy. The gentlemen’s presentations started with Darron Corden retaining the Willy Van Rysel Trophy for first home 
for a second year, the remainder of the certificates and hats were handed over and David Randall was called back to 
receive the Eileen Butcher Trophy for the Senior Gentleman Finisher this year again presented by Margaret Smith 
daughter of Eileen Butcher who had originally donated the trophy.  

Now let me thank the swimmers and kayakers without whom the swim would have been a bit boring. Next my Swim 
Committee of Jacky (the good lady wife) and Jean Wilkin Oxley, the days officials Race Controller and Safety Officer 
Jacky, time keepers Pat and Gwyn Llewellyn, Sue Coates and Graham Smith, First Aid team again Pat Llewellyn and 
Sue Coates (there were no reported incidents to deal with), and on the RIB with me Martyn Coates. Last but not least 
once again to Jacky for keeping me on track and helping with everything I had forgotten or put on the back burner “I can 
do that later” never really works does it?  

So with a few minutes to catch my breath and get my second coffee of the day and very welcome bacon butty I can sit 
down and catch up with the day’s officials. Food and drink finished it is time to strike the tent, take down the banners, 
haul out Swim Rescue, prep it for the road, collect all the equipment and check it is all there, hunt for the missing radio, 
check the stopwatches are stopped, track down the loaned flag alphas (one missing wonder who has that?), load the car, 
handshakes hugs and kisses all round, pay the parking fee and set off on the journey home. On arrival at home I sent a 
message to a very surprised Helen Beveridge about her win and arranged to see her the following week at Ullswater to 
present her Trophy.  

Finally it would be nice to have a few more of our Veterans taking part in this auspicious event, 14 out of the 125 
eligible to take part is only 11% of our potential. So why not have a go next year? Suggestions on ways of making the 
event (or any event) more appealing are always welcome, why not let me or any BLDSA Committee member know if 
there is anything specific that could be changed to make them more inviting?  

Results 

VETERAN'S 3.25 MILE  
NAME CLUB TIME PLACE 

MALE 
Darren Cordon Redditch 1.29.07 1st  
David Randall Trafford Metro 1.43.19 2nd (Oldest Man Award) 
Andy Wright Warrington Dolphins 1.49.29 3rd 
Peter Hawksworth BLDSA 2.07.56 4th  
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Geoff O'Grady BLDSA DNS 5th 
FEMALE 

Helen Beveridge Inverness 2.08.23 1st 
Vicki Thompson Barrow LDSC 2.16.27 2nd 
Gillian Ralphs BLDSA 2.18.40 3rd 
Jean Wilkin Oxley BLDSA 2.33.03 4th 
Clair Tosh Halifax SC 2.38.38 5th 
Bev Thomas Barrow LDSC 2.38.38 5th 
Janet Wilson BLDSA 3.00.17 7th 
Rachael Smith Langold Pikes 3.01.56 8th 
Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins 3.34.20 9th (Oldest Lady Award) 

Vince Classen 
Coniston Veterans Swim Secretary 

 

Ullswater 

 

BLDSA Ullswater Championship was held on Saturday 9th  August 2014 

It was lovely to see such a good turnout of swimmers this year, many returning and many new faces coming to conquer 
Ullswater. Originally there were 30 swimmers entered but toward the date of the Championship reduced down to 28. 
Reminiscences of last year loomed with concern during the week of Ex hurricane Bertha heading for our shores and the 
uncertainty of where it may hit. Fortunately she decided to go south giving us a good day overall with some crosswinds, 
but this did not deter the swimmers and as it transpired several people did personal best times. 

Unfortunately the BLDSA President Pat Llewellyn could not attend on the day, so the President Elect Jean Wilkin –
Oxley officiated, sending the swimmers off with a hoot on the horn. Once again this year the swimmers went off in two 
waves, there were 8 in the first group who went off at 0845 and the remainder started at around 10.00. The two groups 
merged at Howtown and came in a steady flow to the finish. There was only one retirement this year, Amber Danks, 
who after around a good 5 mile swim, became too cold to continue and had the sense to realise it was not her day. Well 
done Amber for a sterling effort, and well done for completing Derwentwater the following day, excellent 
determination. 

First home once again for the Ladies freestyle Championship Trophy was Nicola Fraser in 2hr 54min 41sec. The Gents 
freestyle Trophy was won by Olly White in 3hrs 1 min 1 sec. The Gents breaststroke Trophy was once again won by 
Mark Westaway. Mark was determined to beat his own record set in 2012, on that occasion Mark had stopped several 
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times considering getting out but with encouragement from his kayak crew and the safety boats, still went on to break 
the record. This year Mark kept his head down and with grit and determination succeeded in beating his own record by a 
good 35 min 52 sec, in 3hrs 49mins 09 sec, well done Mark.  

Many of the swimmers and crews attending the presentation enjoyed good banter and laughter, food and refreshing 
drinks before leaving for home, or accommodation if staying for Derwentwater the following day. A thoroughly 
enjoyable day. 

My thanks as always goes to the swimmers and crews who without them there would be no championship.  
To My Officials, Jean Wilkin-Oxley, President Elect and Race controller,  
Janet Wilson, First Aid,  
Margaret and Graham Smith, Mystic 1 and Referee,  
Sue Coates and Heather Zielinski, Timekeepers.  
To the Safety Crews, Vince Classen…Safety Officer and Mick Blackburn, Martyn Coates and his son David Coates who 
stood in at the last minute owing to illness of original crew member.  

I look forward to seeing you all next year 

Results 

 GENTS 
NAME  AGE STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

Olly White  f/s Exmouth 3.01.01 1st 
Guy Moar  f/s  Red Top Swim 3.03.49 2nd 
Jai Evans   f/s BLDSA 3.05.26 3rd 
Ian Stringer   f/s City of Liverpool 3.23.05 4th 
David Randall  f/s Trafford Metro 3.39.41 5th 
Kevin Welsh  f/s Spondon Masters 3.44.27 6th 
Stephen O'Brien  ? My Swim 3.48.33 7th 

Mark Westaway  bst Exmouth SC 3.49.09 8th (1st Breaststroke New 
Record) 

Robert Haylock  f/s West Suffolk SC 3.51.30 9th 
Scott Arbuthnott  f/s BLDSA 3.59.57 10th 
Jim Wilson  f/s Spondon Masters 4.06.59 11th 
Garry Jackson  f/s Belper 20/10 4.08.14 12th 
Francis Zeilinski  f/s BLDSA 4.16.19 13th 
Volker Koch  f/s BLDSA 4.18.35 14th 
Philip Yorke  bst BLDSA 4.36.20 15th 

LADIES 
Nicola Fraser  f/s Stocksbridge Pentaqua 2.54.41 1st 
Dee Llewellyn    f/s City of Bradford 3.14.52 2nd 
Wendy Figures   f/s Rotherham Metro 3.18.13  3rd 
Liane Hickling   f/s City of Bradford 3.26.16  4th 
Erin Hope   f/s Kingfishers SC 3.41.50  5th 
Elaine Henderson   f/s BLDSA 3.51.19 6th 
Michelle Hardy   f/s Langold Pikes 4.07.48 7th 
Helen Beveridge   f/s Inverness 4.15.35 8th 
Victoria Hamilton   f/s LDOWS 4.15.45 9th 
Sue Croft   f/s South London SC 4.21.18 10th 
Louise Barber   f/s BLDSA 4.55.02 11th 
Amber Danks   f/s Serpentine Retired   

 
Jackalyn Classen  
Ullswater Swim Secretary 
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Derwentwater 

 

BLDSA Derwentwater Championship was held on Sunday 10th August 2014 

This year the BLDSA was unable to find a championship secretary to run this popular event, so the association's 
committee decided that we would run it between us. However, on the day there was one big challenge before the races 
even started! Her name was Bertha and she was a hurricane! During the few days before the race the forecast was grim 
and we were considering an alternative course. As it turned out, Bertha went east and didn't bother us at all. Thank 
goodness! Due to illness, the team on the day did a fair bit on swapping roles and I am very grateful to all for that. In 
true BLDSA spirit, there was some changing around done by crews too - one swimmer didn't have a crew so David 
Morgan, who had planned to kayak for Erin on the 2 mile race, swapped to the longer race, his partner donned some 
canoeing gear and crewed for Erin and Erin's mother minded their little baby! Isn't that just the sort of gesture that makes 
our association loved by so many? 

Contrary to our fears, the water was described by one swimmer as smooth "like melted chocolate"! So, well done 
everyone, hopefully we will see you all again next year. 

Results 

JUNIOR 2 MILES 
NAME CLUB TIME PLACE 

MALE 

   1st 
 FEMALE 

Ellie Knight Warrington Dolphins 1.07.22 1st 

  
SENIOR 2 MILES  

NAME CLUB TIME PLACE 
MALE 

Niki Williams Trafford Metro 44.00 1st 
Henry Lowther Warrington Dolphins 1.10.07 2nd 
Chris Carter Warrington Dolphins 1.14.56 3rd 
Stuart Ainsworth Warrington Dolphins 1.39.10 4th 

FEMALE 
Erin Hope Scarborough Kingfishers 1.03.58 1st 
Bev Thomas Barrow LDSC 1.20.00 2nd  
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Claire Tosh Halifax 1.20.00 2nd 
Helen Brindle Pennine Swimmers 1.24.07 3rd 
Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins 1.59.01 4th 
Sue Croft South London DNS   

  
JUNIOR 5.25 MILES 

NAME CLUB TIME PLACE 
MALE 

David Junior Morgan Scarborough 3.00.09 1st  
FEMALE 

  None     

  
SENIOR 5.25 MILES  

NAME CLUB TIME PLACE 
MALE 

Adam Tapp Exmouth S.C. 2.06.30 1st 
Jamie Page Exmouth S.C. 2.16.27 2nd 
David Randall Trafford Metro 2.26.15 3rd 
Robert Haylock BLDSA 2.56.48 4th 
Garry Jackson Belper 20/10 3.08.24 5th 
Philip Yorke BLDSA 3.27.12 6th 
Stephen Jones Swinton ASC DNS  

FEMALE 
Nikki Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua 2.05.45 1st 
Wendy Figures Rotherham Metro 2.17.39 2nd 
Keeley Pearce Hinckley SC 2.44.31 3rd 
Helen Beveridge Inverness 2.57.14 4th 
Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 2.58.37 5th 
Amber Danks Serpentine 3.07.26 6th 
Katherine Anzuino BLDSA 3.59.47 7th 

 
Jean Wilkin-Oxley and Pat Llewellyn 
Acting Derwentwater Swim Secretary 
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Loch Lomond 

 

BLDSA  Loch Lomond Championship was held on 23rd – 24th August 2014 

There were 9 entries for this year's swim, all approaching the day with enthusiasm, and entering into the challenge of 
organising a boat and crew, ready to turn up on the day and swim 21.6 miles. The weather had been good and warm 
earlier in the year, but although calm, was not too encouraging just before the swim. 

The water temperature was recorded between 12 and 14 degrees C and the air temperature during the night dropped to 3 
degrees. This took its toll on 7 of the 9 swimmers, who all retired at various stages before reaching Drumkinnon Bay on 
Sunday morning. 

The times of the two successful swimmers, Philip Hodges and Adrian Rotchell, are recorded in the results section of this 
report. 

As to the events of the night, I think they are best treated like those of the office party! If you were there, you know all 
about them, and if you weren't you don't need to know! 

It was good to see almost all swimmers and officials on the beach to welcome the two finishers and eat breakfast 
together before the presentation trophies and certificates. 

There were lots of dedicated officials following the swim in various roles throughout the night as well as individual 
escorts, and thanks must go to them for the diligence and expertise they offered. 

Many would be Loch Lomond swimmers read this report before making an attempt in the next event. The most 
important advice is the same as it has always been. The boat and crew probably contribute 50% to a successful swim and 
needs sorting before making the final decision to swim, and if you have never swum in the dark with an escort boat 
before, not many people will be comfortable with that for the first time on Loch Lomond. 

Thank you again to all who contributed in whatever capacity, and I hope to see some of you again in 2016. 

Results 

NAME CLUB TIME PLACE 
MALE 
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Philip Hodges BLDSA 13.01.07 1st 
Adrian Rotchell BLDSA 13.53.53 2nd 
Kevin Welsh Sponden Masters Retired   
Robert Haylock West Suffolk SC Retired   
David Stewart YsAABA Retired   
Giles Meyer South London SC Retired   
James Leitch Glasgow SC Retired   

FEMALE 
Dee llewellyn City of Bradford Retired  
Sue Croft South London SC Retired   

This event runs every two years, alternating with 2-Way Windermere.  

 
Janet Wilson 
Loch Lomond Swim Secretary 
 

 

Windermere 

 

58th  BLDSA Windermere Championship was held on Saturday 30th August 2014 

It was a dry day which brightened up as the early swimmers approached the finish. However, as usual squally 
wind made it difficult for the swimmers as they passed the islands and entered into the northern basin. This 
coupled with the fall in water temperature due to heavy rain fall the previous week resulted in slower swim 
times.  
 
We continued to allow kayakers to support swimmers this year with the exception of inflatable kayaks and this 
proved popular amongst the swimmers. I think swimmers generally are able to find one person to support 
them at more than one event throughout the season and for a swim of this distance it is important that your 
crew members know you and are able to understand how to help you through that final 3miles when your 
energy is depleted and your body is cold. 
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Young Thomas Roberts (Warrington Dolphins), in his first attempt at this event, set a blistering pace at the 
start with last years winner James Leitch from Glasgow chasing him down. However, James’ experience 
helped him gradually pull away and he finished in a superb time of 4hrs 14mins, blowing the rest of the field 
away in the most arduous section of the race. Thomas finished in a very creditable time of 4hrs 48mins – I am 
sure we will see much greater things in the future from this very talented young man. In third place was Simon 
Griffiths (Teddington) who has made huge strides this year to get out of his wetsuit and increase his distance. 
He again set off at an amazing pace but lack of experience saw his energy levels depleted and the cold affected 
him however through grit and determination he finished 3rd in the gents event in a time of 5hrs 52mins 
narrowly beating the experienced veteran of open water swimming, Simon Lee and for his efforts was 
awarded the “Most Meritous” trophy for his superb attempt. Philip Yorke (University of Leeds) and Robert 
Mitchell (YeAABA) had a nail biting finish with only 7 seconds separating them after 10.5miles! 
 
The first lady home was last years runner up, Nikki Fraser in 5hrs who led the field of women and was third 
overall in the race from start to finish. There was a close battle taking place over the early stages between 
Wendy Figures, Helen Conway and Sarah Poplar. Wendy pulled away from the others at the 3 mile mark and 
by the halfway stage they had all spread out. Outside the top 4 there was a very close battle taking place 
between Victoria Hamilton, Michelle Hardy and Alison Russell with Michelle just clinching it at the end but 
only 3mins separated them. 
 
Out of the 26 swimmers who started we had 24 finishers, well done to you all and to those who did not quite 
make it we hope you will try again next year. 
 
I would like to thank: 

• The Lake Wardens for all their help and support 
• Windermere Lake Cruises for hiring us the boats 
• The staff at the Langdale Chase Hotel for putting on a lovely evening meal and their kind hospitality  
• The staff at Fell Foot Park Café, for providing early morning food and drinks 
• Boat Stewards: Paul Hodgson and Sandra Wright 
• Spotters: Gill Stables, Ruth Bailey, Helen Brindle, Nick Hinde, Susan Taylor and Ian Taylor 
• Timekeepers: Jill Massey, Maureen Jagger, Heather Zielinski and Hannah Norton-Barker 
• Finishing Judge: Graham Smith 
• Commentary Steve: Bedford 
• Safety Boat Crews: Chris Simm, Andy Wright, Chris Hickling, Jimmy Tinsley, Dave Parry, Vince and 

Jacky Classen 
• Janet Wilson and Chris Malpass for First Aid Cover 
• Sandra Wright for being the Child Protection Officer 
• Emily Sheridan for providing transport back to Fellfoot Park for crews 
• My sister Liane who was race controller and also helped selling merchandise. 
• Jean Wilkin-Oxley for registering swimmers and crews. 
• Pat and Gwyn Llewellyn for their help with certificates and trophies and just reminding me of all the 

tasks that needed doing!! 

Results  

NAME CLUB TIME PLACE 
MALE 

James Leitch Glasgow 4.14.26 1st 
Thomas Roberts Warrington Dolphins 4.48.28 2nd 
Simon Griffiths Teddington 5.52.45 3rd (Most Meritous Trophy) 
Simon Lee Solent 5.54.50 4th 
Callum Chivers Hitchin 6.05.59 5th 
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Andre Roberts Devonport RSA 6.14.12 6th 
Mark Sheridan Nemes Nutters 6.28.05 7th  
Samuel Bainbridge Grantham 6.44.00 8th 
Mark Westaway Exmouth 6.46.55 9th(1st Breaststroke) 
Kevin Welsh Spondon Masters 6.57.25 10th 
Stephen O'Brien Wigan 7.21.00 11th 
John Coote Redditch 7.31.59 12th 
Francis Zielinski BLDSA 7.51.26 13th  
Philip Yorke University of Leeds 8.00.05 14th 2nd breaststroke 
Robert Mitchell YeAABA 8.00.12 15th 
Patrick Smith BLDSA 8.10.26 16th 
Owen Mahoney Caistor 8.15.44 17th(Last Man Home Trophy) 
Des Griffiths Barrow Retired   
Paul Tew Cockermouth Retired   

FEMALE 
Nicola Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua 5.00.49 1st 
Wendy Figures Langold Pikes 6.11.11 2nd 
Helen Conway Sea-s the limit 6.20.24 3rd  
Sarah Poplar Plymouth 6.34.08 4th  
Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 7.29.12 5th 
Victoria Hamilton Kendal 7.30.12 6th   
Alison Russell Truro City SC 7.32.41 7th(Last Lady Home Trophy) 

The Pilot Lifesaver Trophy was Awarded to Mick Blackburn 

Dee Llewellyn 
Windermere Swim Secretary 

 
  

Page 41 



St Mary’s Loch 

 

BLDSA St Mary's Loch Championship was held on Saturday 13th September 2014 

There were 16 entries in total for the 3 events held at this unique venue, on what this year was a warm sunny day. The 
results are shown below with 4 completing 1km, 4 completing the 3.25 mile 1 way event and 7 the 6.5 mile two way 
event. 

This year we shared the venue with a triathlon event and there was much mutual admiration from the various 
competitors, us of them running up a near vertical hillside, and them of us spending so long in cold water without wet 
suits! 

Helen Beverige managed to persuade her kayaker, Jo Blackburn, to turn round and do another two lengths of the loch, 
taking 7hrs 35 mins in the cool waters of St. Mary's Loch. An impressive swim. 

This year we also had researchers from the University of Portsmouth conducting a study of the effects of cold water on 
the human body. We were pleased to assist them with this, and swimmers were interested to know their body core 
temperature before and after the swim. The study will extend into next season so more of our members will be able to 
take part in this at some of our swims. 

As usual Alistair at the Tibbie Sheils Inn made us very welcome and allowed us the full use of his facilities on what was 
for him a very busy weekend.  

Thank you to all officials, crews and swimmers for making this event a success. 

Results    

  1 km Event Ladies   
Name Club Time 
Heather Lunt  19.52 
Jo Blackburn BLDSA 23.22 
Janet Wilson BLDSA 32.46 
  1 km Event Mens   
Nicholas Gordon   24.54 

  

1 way 3 mile Event Male 
Name Club Time 
Francis Zielinski BLDSA 1.38.00 (New Record) 
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Lee Smith   1.32.08 (Wetsuit) 
1 way 3 mile Event Female 

Nikki Fraser Stocksbridge Pentaqua 1.13.31 (New Record) 
Helen Brindle Pennine Swimmers 2.00.16 

  

2 way 6 mile Event Mens 
Name Club Time 
Thomas Roberts Warrington Dolphins 2.16.08 (New Record) 
Simon Lee Solent SC 2.56.08 (Oldest Swimmer) 
Philip Yorke BLDSA 4.06.50 (breaststroke) 
Garry Jackson Belper Retired (1.49.00) 1 way 

2 way 6 mile Event Ladies 
Liane Llewellyn City of Bradford  3.02.11 
Elaine Henderson BLDSA 3.25.51 
Helen Beveridge BLDSA 3.33.48 

 

Janet WIlson 
St Mary’s Loch Swim Secretary 
 
 

Lynn Regis 

 

BLDSA Lynn Regis was held on Saturday 20th September 2014 

 It was a fine day with a good turn out and a crop of new swimmers to our swim which is always good news. James 
Dougal in the absence of last years winner Callum took full advantage and raced into an early lead and never let it slip, 
Howard James a triathlete from Deal showed good class in a good second place a multiple winner of this race came in 
3rd after over coming illness through the winter well don Ian Murray, a very close tussle between Angus and Tim 
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develop only being 3 secs apart at the end and with the absence of Bryan Dymott Philip Yorke took first breaststroke 
trophy. In the ladies race Dee showed class again with a newcomer to our race Lesley Cook coming second and also first 
vet with a very good time so Lesley come back again, third lady Michelle Hardy swam very well and last Margaret 
Smith who always supports our swim and great to see her back again. Our junior Emily was streets ahead on her only 
lap so should comeback next year as a serious senior for 3 laps. I must mention Sharon Atkinson a very nervy swimmer 
who braved it again to finish this time after last year’s pull out because of cold well done Sharon. 

A good day was had by all and my heart felt thanks to all of you who swam 

 My thanks go to: 

Vince Classen 
Jackie Classen 
Jean Wilkins oxley 
Dee Llewellyn 
All the kayakers 
Emily for kitchen duties 
St. John's ambulance 

Results  

  

NOVICE   EVENT results to follow 
GENTS 

NAME  AGE  STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 
 None   f/s     1st 

  

JUNIOR BOYS EVENT  
NAME AGE STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

None 12  f/s    1st 
  

JUNIOR GIRLS  EVENT  
NAME AGE STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

Emily Downing 15 f/s BLDSA 19.31 1st 
  

MENS  EVENT  
NAME AGE STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

James Dougal 18 f/s BLDSA 1.07.46 1st 
Howard James 35 f/s BLDSA 1.08.03 2nd 
Ian Murray 57 f/s BLDSA 1.08.17 3rd (1st Veteran) 
Tim Kenddall 51 f/s BLDSA 1.13.47 4th 
Angus Moir 40 f/s BLDSA 1.13.50 5th 
David Randall 51 f/s BLDSA 1.15.22 6th 
Simon Lee 49 f/s Solent SC 1.19.29 7th 
Adrian Rotchell 39 f/s BLDSA 1.22.07 8th 
Philip Hodges 44 f/s BLDSA 1.26.43 9th 
Mark Sheridan 40 f/s Nememes Nutters 1.31.06 10th 
Robert Haylock 55 f/s BLDSA 1.39.03 11th 
Archie Kendall 51 f/s BLDSA 1.49.11 12th 
Peter Ingham 70 Bst BLDSA 1.52.38 13th(Oldest Man) 
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Philip Yorke 42 f/s BLDSA 1.53.48 14th (1st Breaststroke) 
John Willis 47 f/s BLDSA 1.57.45 15th 
Christopher Evans 49 f/s BLDSA 2.11.45 16th 
Sean Sullivan 52 f/s BLDSA 2.40.40 17th 
Peter Hawksworth 57 f/s BLDSA DNS  
Adrian Brown 47 f/s  DNS  
Brynn Dymott 52 bst  DNS  
Jim Wilson 26 f/s  DNS  
Chris Carter 65 f/s  DNS  

  

LADIES  EVENT  
NAME AGE STROKE CLUB TIME PLACE 

Dee Llewellyn 36 f/s City of Bradford 1.13.24 1st 
Lesley Cook 55 f/s BLDSA 1.22.38 2nd (1st Vet) 
Michelle Hardy 46 f/s BLDSA 1.33.52 3rd 
Helen Beveridge 46 f/s BLDSA 1.40.43 4th 
Jo Blackburn 44 f/s BLDSA 1.43.12 5th 
Jane Bell 40 f/s BLDSA 1.35.01 6th 

Sharon Atkinson 46 f/s BLDSA 2.02.44 7th 

Susan Edmunson 60 Bst BLDSA 2.37.22 8th(1st Lady Breaststroke) 

Margaret Smith 69 Bst BLDSA 3.01.05 9th (Last Swimmer home) 
 

Steve Smith 
Lynn Regis Swim Secretary 
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Grand Prix 
 
Junior Grand Prix 
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Grand Prix 2014 - Juniors To
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M P M P M P M P M P M P M P M P
1 MORGAN David Junior 2 7 5.25 10 5.25 7 36.50
2 KNIGHT Ellie Jane 2 9 1.88 9 2 10 33.88
3 ROBERTS Sarah 2 10 1.88 10 23.88
4 HOPE Erin 2 8 5.25 8 23.25
5 JORDAN Kiera 5.25 10 15.25
6 DOWNING Emily 1 10 11.00
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Veteran Grand Prix 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Po
si

tio
n

Grand Prix 2014 - Veterans To
ta

l

M P M P M P M P
1 LEE Simon 4 9 1.88 9 3 10 36.88
2 BEVERIDGE Helen 4 3 1.88 6 3.25 6 24.13
3 HAWKSWORTH Peter 3.25 7 3 9 22.25
4 HARDY Michelle 4 4 3 6 17.00
5 MOAR Guy 4 10 14.00
6 CORDEN Darron 3.25 10 13.25
7 RANDALL  David 3.25 9 12.25
8 HUNT Nick 4 8 12.00
9 MURRAY Ian 1.88 10 11.88

10 WRIGHT Andrew 3.25 8 11.25
11 WELSH Kevin 4 7 11.00
12 DYMOTT Bryn 3 8 11.00
13 MARLEY Sara 4 6 10.00
14 BROWN Adrian 3 7 10.00
15 KILGANNON Frank 1.88 8 9.88
16 PRICE Stephen 4 5 9.00
17 SAUNDERS Kevin 1.88 7 8.88
18 THOMPSON Vicki 3.25 5 8.25
19 SMITH Margaret 1.88 3 3.25 8.13
20 O'GRADY Geoff 3 5 8.00
21 RALPHS Gillian 3.25 4 7.25
22 INGHAM Peter 3 4 7.00
23 CARTER Christopher 1.88 5 6.88
24 WILKIN-OXLEY Jean 3.25 3 6.25
25 MELLETT Anthony 3 3 6.00
26 LOWTHER Henry 1.88 4 5.88
27 EDMONDSON Susan 3 2 5.00
28 TOSH Clare 3.25 1.5 4.75
29 THOMAS Bev 3.25 1.5 4.75
30 WILSON Janet 3.25 0 3.25
31 SMITH Rachel 3.25 0 3.25
32 WEBSTER Martin 0.00
33 RUSSELL Alison 0.00
34 ROBSON Mark 0.00
35 HAYLOCK Robert 0.00
36 BOWKER David 0.00
37 BARKER Pauline 0.00
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Senior Grand Prix 
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Affiliated Club Reports 
 

City of Liverpool 
 

NO REPORT SUBMITTED 

Barrow LDSC 
 
2014 has been a successful year for the club and our membership continues to thrive.  

Our swimmers have, once more, taken part in a varied programme of swimming events throughout the year. Our first 
event of the season was the Warrington Dolphin’s 1500m swim. We had 13 swimmers in the race. Irene Meikle and Rob 
Seton again gained 1st Place in the Breaststroke category. 

Senior Female  Breaststroke  1st Place. Irene Meikle  28.47 

Senior Male Breaststroke  1st Place. Robert Seton 28.58 

Joan Steel was positioned 2nd in the Senior Breaststroke  32.51 

The Warrington swim was followed by our own 1500m club swim. The Ladies Freestyle was won by Becky Lewis 
(Barrow) in a time of 19.28; The Men’s Freestyle was won by Mark Jones (Everton) in 19.01: The First female 
Breaststroker was Irene Meikle in a time of 29.24 and the first Men’s Breaststroker was Rob Seton in a time of 29.26. 
Our club trophy, kindly donated by our good friends from HBM, was awarded to Rob Hitchmore. 

In April a group of us travelled, once again, to Leeds for the Swimathon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many swimmers have taken part in a variety of open water swims this year. Some of them in competitions, but many 
just for the sheer fun of it!! Thanks to the glorious weather this season, we have been able to swim regularly outdoors in 
good company and with good spirits. Rydal, Grasmere, Buttermere, Derwent, Ullswater, Windermere and Wastwater 
have all felt our presence over the season. We have also been introduced to a new little venue at Capernwray!  Which 
was most enjoyable.   
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Capernwray                                                                               Buttermere 

                                                                                    

Rydal                                                                                   Llyn Padarn 

Chris Green completed his 25th Tay swim, his 80th Coniston swim and his 20th Budworth swim! He also swam at Torbay. 
Vicky Thompson swam in the champion of champions and also achieved 2nd place in the Coniston Vets race. Laura 
Bagley came 2nd in the Coniston race and 1st in the Llyn Padarn, 4 mile race. Barrow won the 4 mile Team Trophy at 
Padarn with great swims from Vicky Thompson, Colin Benn and Laura Bagley. Well done to Joan Steel who came 1st in 
the Ladies 2 mile Breaststroke race at Llyn Padarn.  

                     

                                          Derwent                                                                       Ullswater 

Barrow was represented in all this year’s local EPIC swims at Coniston, Derwent and Ullswater. Well done to Marek, 
Garry, John, Russ, Dave, Jimmy, Matthew, Gavin, Dave, Laura, Joan, Irene, Zoe and Sally.  

Well done to all members of Barrow LDSC for making 2014 another successful year!!! 

Many thanks to all the BLDSA officials and volunteers, especially support crews, who work hard to make the swims a 
success. 
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Exmouth Swimming and Life Saving Society 
 
The Fairway swim at Exmouth had to be replaced in 2014 due to the increasing problem of the estuary changes due the 
winter storms, leaving a problem with water depth making kayakers unable to stay safely with swimmers on the swim 
route through the channel called the swash way. A safety briefing with all persons involved with the swim agreed to try 
the new route Alan Franks and Barry Westaway (swim organiser) had devised, this was trailed with 6 Exmouth 
swimmers including a breaststroke swimmer and was a success . 2015 will be an invitation only swim with a limited 
entry, the day of the event will be on a Saturday from 2015 onwards.  2016 will be back to a 32 swimmer entry, with the 
swim organiser the right not to except swimmers they feel are not acceptable for this challenging swim course. The 
swim will be run under BLDSA rules, and ASA category 2 excepted, the new swim will be known as the Exe to Exe. 

 

 

Howe Bridge Marlins LDSC 
 
The club has continued in its change of direction 
from open water swimming to triathlons. Out of 
a total membership of around 30 competitors, 11 
have completed at least one ironman  Successes 
this year have been Kathleen Pearson, Simon 
Ford, and  Jon Hyde, they all achieved fantastic 
times and its great for the club that these athletes 
train with Howe Bridge Marlins.  The event 
which mainly involved Marlin swimmers was 
the annual Llyn Padarn swimming 
championships, This event is now staged in 
circuits with a choice of 1 mile 2 mile or 4 mile 
events plus a wetsuit 1 mile. The unfortunate 
side to the success of our triathletes is the lack of 
swimmers in our own swim. We only had 2 
swimmers this year Lauren Mitchenson, and Bill 
Webster. Lauren was the 2nd in the 1mile and Bill 
was 1st in the 2 mile breaststroke. 
The swim and the presentation was a great success and we hope to build on it next year with lots more swimmers taking 
part. We have high hopes for next season with some new members hopefully competing and all the club are training 
hard for the annual 1500 in November. Please find results for Padarn after this report. 
 
Once again thanks to all swim secretaries, Club helpers, canoeist and rescue boats who Support the club throughout the 
season. 
 
Regards 
Dave Reason 
Howe Bridge Hon sec  

 
 

Llyn Padarn Championship – Results 2014 
 

* = Entry on the day (not included in the Championship) 
 

 
1 Mile Wetsuit Race 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Anna Lord 16 Royton 0:24:07 
2 Myrddin Davis 33 U/A 0:25:16 
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Gents 1 Mile Freestyle 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Tobias Fox 13 City of Salford 0:23:41 
2 Harry Exley-Moore 14 Scarborough 0:26:29 
3 Uriel Lopez* 17 Mexico 0:26:39 
4 Trevor Dilworth* 53 Arfon Masters 0:32:40 
5 Dak Cappleman 12 Scarborough DNF 

 
Ladies 1 Mile Freestyle 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Eleanor Conway 13 Trafford Metro 0:25:34 
2 Lauren Mitchenson 13 HBM 0:25:49 
3 Karen Jones 55 U/A 0:41:36 

 
Junior Girls 2 Mile Breastroke 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Elie Knight (JG B/S) 12 Warrington Dolphins 01:06:14 

 
Junior Girls 2 Mile Freestyle 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Sarah Roberts (JG F/S) 14 Warrington Dolphins 00:53:10 

 
Gents 2 Mile Breastroke 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 William Webster (B/S) 62 (V) HBM 01:46:42 

 
Ladies 2 Mile Breastroke 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Joan Steel (B/S) 57 (V) Barrow 01:11:47 

 
Gents 2 Mile Freestyle 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Sam Broadly 17 Scarborough 00:43:54 
2 Greg Banham 40 Chester Tri 00:47:40 
3 Stuart Taylor 39 Leyland Barracudas 00:49:00 
4 Mike Dilworth 60 (V) Arfon Masters 00:53:43 
5 Timothy Fraser 55 (V) Mid Sussex Marlins 00:54:59 
6 David Cleghorn 53 (V) Barrow 00:56:25 
7 Marek Dynda 38 Barrow 00:56:41 
8 Jonathan Tilt 46 (V) Huddersfield Masters 00:58:15 
9 Andy Sherratt 51 (V) Warrington Dolphins 01:03:58 

10 Andrew Kirkland 43 Manchester Tri 01:07:11 
11 Henry Lowther 55 (V) Warrington Dolphins 01:08:51 
12 Alexander Anderson 64 (V) Barrow 01:15:39 
13 Morgan Metcalfe* 16 Conway 00:47:20 

 
Ladies 2 Mile Freestyle 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Stel Farrar 54 (V) Arfon Masters 00:49:54 
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2 Rosemary Byde 37 Edinburgh Tri 00:53:51 
3 Emma Couch 23 Scarborough 00:55:37 
4 Zoe Dobson 39 Barrow 01:14:06 

 
Gents 4 Mile Freestyle 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Thomas Roberts 16 Warrington Dolphins 01:27:28 
2 Enrique Flores 44 Mexico 01:43:56 
3 Timothy Kendall 55 Otter 01:48:16 
4 David Randall 59 Trafford Metro 01:51:18 
5 Frank Kilgannon 59 Holton 02:00:50 
6 Kevin Saunders 52 Warrington Dolphins 02:04:26 
7 Colin Benn 61 Barrow 02:21:43 
8 Chris Green 64 Barrow 02:29:20 

 
Ladies 4 Mile Freestyle 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Jenny Zwijnen 33 Chester Tri 01:37:22 
2 Laura Bagley 26 Barrow 01:43:43 
3 Vicki Thompson 45 Barrow 02:27:46 
4 Bev Thomas 57 Barrow 02:29:15 
5 Hannah Niblett* 32 U/A 02:04:41 

 
First Veteran Ladies 2 Mile 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Stel Farrar 54 (V) Arfon Masters 00:49:54 

 
First Veteran Gents 2 Mile 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Mike Dilworth 60 (V) Arfon Masters 00:53:43 

 
Senior Team 2 Mile 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Sarah, Ellie, Andy  Warrington Dolphins 03:03:22 

 
Senior Team 4 Mile 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Laura, Colin Vicky  Barrow 6:33:12 

 
First Marlin Home 

No Name Age Club Time 
1 Lauren Mitchenson 13 HBM 0:25:49 
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Isle of Man Open Water Swimming Club 
 
Open Water swimming continues to grow on the Island, with regular weekend swims throughout the year every 
Sunday at Port Erin, and an additional evening session over the summer at Gansey, as well as impromptu swims all 
round the coast and even a lunchtime group through the summer.  
 
In addition to the IOMOWSC and Manx Masters there are now also two adult & open water swimming coaching teams 
on the Island, through Jill Bunyan at Swimtech and Silla Parnell & Heather Mattocks at Cool Water Swimming, all of 
whom are previous English Channel relay swimmers. The high level of coaching on offer has really boosted the skills 
and numbers of swimmers taking part in open water events, whether that 
be swims or triathlons, and all at IOMOWSC wish them well. 
 
Apologies to anyone missed out in the report below, it’s been a great 
hectic year of swimming!  
Canadian Swims from Carole, Silla and Jonathan 
Silla Parnell and Carole Laporte both competed in the Fina Masters 
World Championships in Montral, fantastic swimming from both! 
Carole was also 2nd Woman and Jonathan McNeill 17th Man in the 
amateur 2k La Traverse International du Lac Mempremagog (try saying 
that with a mouthful of water!) 
 

 
 

Silla and Carole flying the flag in Canada (photo by camera-shy 
Jonathan) 
 

Steve’s been there and got the T-shirt 

 

Iron Men & Women 
It’s been a bumper year for our open water swimmers joining the 
ranks of the IronMen and Ironwomen, with Di Parker, Andy 
Page, Karen Shimmin, Jill Bunyan and Steve Kennaugh all 
completing their first Ironman, as well as others coached by Jill 
and Silla. This is in addition to all those competing at sprint and 
Olympic distance in the UK and further afield, including John 
McGowan, Heather Mattocks,  Joseph Ricciardi, Brody Hewison 
and Becci Storrie.  
There must be something about being used to getting thrown 
about by the waves in the Irish Sea to help you when in amongst 
dozens of other triathletes!  
 
Previous bay swim winner Andy Nash did everyone proud in his 
triathlon representing the Isle of Man at the Commonwealth 
games, and sea-swim-stalwart Nick Davies’ son Guy did 
excellently in the Commonwealth pool. 

 
 
 
Queenie Festival 
Brody Hewison came into the event on the back of 
amazingly quick swims in 50m sprint events, but still 
managed a magnificent 1mile to comfortably win 
overall.  Ladies winner Hannah Howitt was hot on 
the heels of second place Sean Maclachlan. Carole 
Laporte was first non-wetsuit in 6th overall, with 
Jonathan Mcneill first mens non-wetsuit in 24th. 
Imogen Skillicorn won the juniors, with male junior 
won by Parnell.   
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Port Erin Regatta  
Overall winner and first ladies-wetsuit was Hannah Howitt, followed 
by 1st mens-wetsuit Joseph Ricciardi. The non-wetsuit and junior 
winners were the same as the Queenie Festival, with first ladies-non-
wetsuit Carole Laporte 3rd overall, and mens non-wetsuit won by 12th 
overall Jonahan Mcneill. 
Imogen Skillicorn won the Juniors, with first male Junior Illiam Parnell 
in 3rd. A fantastic standard of swimming all round.   
Graham Annett was awarded “swimmer of the year”, having started 
into open water only a couple of seasons ago but training hard and 
competing really well, including giving up the day job to become a 
swim lifeguard! 

 
 
 
Middleton-Katz Mooragh Park swim  
The Isle of Man Amateur Swimming Association ran 
its first open water event, held in the Mooragh Park 
and competed for by swimmers from IOMASA, 
IOMOWSC and visitors over for a gala. The event 
went very smoothly, and hopefully will run again next 
year. Thanks to swim development officer Angela 
Katz for putting it all together.   
 

 
Sad loss of Kate  
Tragically one of our regular swimmers was killed while cycle training, Kate Burge was a friend to all who 
met her, and is sadly missed. 
 
Visiting swim friends 
Our regular visitors from Pennine Swimming couldn’t join us this year, as they were waiting for their 
Channel swim slot, and nailed it when they got their boat – well done guys, and see you next year.  
 
 
First Isle of Man reservoir swim event 
IOMOWSC swimmers will be taking part in their first local fresh-water swim as part of the inaugural 
GraniteMann race, raising funds for the Children’s Centre. Recent changes to local reservoirs have meant it 
is the first time swimming has been allowed in one, hopefully this can be developed in the future.  
 
  
Invitation To Join Us 
We’re still keeping going through the winter, swimming in the relative shelter of Port Erin Bay every Sunday morning at 
10:30.  
Keep an eye out in the BLDSA 2015 calendar for the next Queenie Festival Manx Mile and Port Erin Regatta Bay Swim 
in June/July 2015, or come and join us here for a swim anytime of the year! 
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Thanks as ever to all our safety-team supporters 
in kayaks and RIBS, as well as those on the 
stopwatches and clipboards.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thumbs up from “The Chairman” 

 

 
 
 
 
If you’re interested in coming over to join us 
for a swim anytime, either e-mail me directly 
or you can look us up on our  
 
 

 
 
Facebook group: IOM Open Water Swimming Club.  
Yours in swimming, 
Mark Gorry 
Chairman IOMOWSC  markgorry@hotmail.com  
 

 

Chester Tri 
NO REPORT SUBMITTED 

 
  

Page 58 

mailto:markgorry@hotmail.com


Jersey Long Distance Swimming Club 
 
Affiliated to CS&PF; BLDSA; SCASA)   Club President: Sally Minty-Gravett     Tel/Fax +44 (0)1534 853282 
E-mail: sinkorswim@jerseymail.co.uk Club website: www.jerseyseaswims.org 

 
CLUB'S 40th YEAR! 

XMAS Pudding swim in December & breakfast 
NY day swim 
Great pool training swims through the winter 
Feb: postal swim 36 entries  
New Website thanks to Matt Elcock, 
 
March  
Annual charity Swimarathon well attended as always 
CS&PF dinner in Dover to honour our Channel swimmers and many others. 
Jersey Sports council honoured Wendy and Sal for their Channel swims in 2013 
New swim caps designed for the club and new club kit on its way!  
 
The sea warmed up fast and we had a very successful summer with lots of club members turning out for Sunday 
morning and Tuesday evening swims. Many members achieving PB’s throughout the summer.  
 
All swims have been well documented in the media so I will simply list the achievements this summer 
May 
Wendy Trehiou completed her 2nd Round Jersey (RJ) swim, in only 12/13°C in a time of 11hrs 25m in early May  
President Sal travelled to Arizona to swim the SCAR ARIZONA swim challenge. 4 lakes, Sugauro (9.5miles), Canyon 
(9 miles), Apache (17 miles) and Roosevelt (8miles). ThewTer was warm, the air was hot, it was hard work and a 
fantastic experience! Highly recommended and she became the first Briton to complete the challenge. 
June 
Adrian Sarchet became the first Guernseyman to swim around Jersey in 11hrs 29m. Exactly the same time as he took to 
swim around Guernsey (28miles) 
Sal became the First Lady, at last, to swim from Sark to Jersey on June 22 in 8 hrs 42 minutes. 
July 
Michelle Macy arrived in Jersey and stormed across Jersey to France (J2F) in a new ladies record time of 6hrs 42m 
Emma France RJ in 11hrs 46m  
Liz Rycroft RJ in 11hrs 12m 
Michelle Macy RJ in a new record time of 9hrs 29 m 
Christine Addison J2F in 14hrs 24m. a swim full of drama. 
Alice Harvey completed her 2nd RJ in 10 hrs 33m on the same day as the Jersey ROOKEEZ got their RJ relay done, 
thanks to Lady Joan Birt and her rib Coccinelle. It was a great day out and they finished in 11hrs 10m 
August 
Wendy completed her 2nd J2F trying a new northern route in 8hrs 52m 
J2Fswims -3 in one day; Chantelle Le Guilcher completed her 2nd swim in 8hrs 07m 
Lucinda Bayliss in 6hrs 50m (northern route) and Cliff Golding in 9hrs 40m. 
Life member David Coleman from UK swam Alderney to France in 6hrs 27m. 
Sal attained her Power Boat 2 qualification so as to help out on swims in the future. 
September 
Thomas W Kofler (First Italian) J2F in 11hrs 09m and Sarah Pierce J2F in 8hrs 23m (northern route) on the same day. 
Adrian Follain J2F in 9hrs 46m. 
'Go with the Flow' an HSBC Relay completed their RJ relay, after waiting over a month to swim, in 11hrs 02mins 
Charlotte Vernon (Jsy - 15yrs) RJ in 12hrs 20m also after waiting a month to swim.  
 
Our season ended with a fabulous night swim. In perfect conditions, 40 swimmers bedecked with an array of lightsticks, 
enjoyed a final swim before winter training resumes indoors. 
 
Many swims have been blown out this summer, including president Sal who has waited patiently to complete her 2 way 
Channel Swim. The club apologises for this and is committed to getting these swims completed in 2015. 
We are currently waiting to celebrate our 40th Anniversary in November.  
 
Alice Harvey  
JLDSC Committee Member 
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Warrington Dolphins Long Distance Swimming Club 
 
 

Warrington Dolphins Long Distance 
Swimming Club 

 
 

BLDSA Annual Report 2014 
 
This has been a very special year for The Dolphins as we celebrate our 50th Anniversary. Founded by four like- minded 
open water swimmers in September, 1964, it has grown into one of the most successful long distance swimming clubs in 
the UK. With a membership of over 70 and a membership age range from 8 to nearly 80, the Club now embraces 
Masters swimming and the introduction of wetsuit categories within our own championships. We have a growing junior 
membership and look forward to continuing to promote all classes of swimming within the North West for many years 
to come.   
 
In February we ran our third 1500m championship, this year organised by Judy Brown, at the Orford park leisure 
complex, 57 swimmers took part. The special event for the children of competitors again proved to be particularly 
popular and successful. 
 
The mileage swum outdoors by club members has again been high at over 300 miles. Thomas Roberts, no longer a 
junior, heads the mileage chart with 58 miles which includes first places in the Ivan Percival, Budworth, Colwick Park, 
Champion of Champions, Coniston and St Mary’s Loch (in record time). Richard Taylor and Dave Cornwell capped fine 
seasons by successfully completing one-way Windermere swims. 
 
Pride of place, however, must go to the successful 50th Anniversary channel relay team of Marc and Alan Pomfret, 
Margaret Smith, Andy Sherratt, Rob Waterhouse and Stephne Douglas who completed the England to France swim on 
29th June, 2014 in 15 hours 15 minutes. .   
 
The success of our open water swimmers was recognised by the BLDSA when they awarded Michaela Richard the Hans 
Belay Trophy for her outstanding round Jersey swim. Thomas Roberts was awarded the Tom Butcher Trophy as junior 
swimmer of the year and a special award was given to Alan Pomfret in recognition of the funds raised by organising the 
BLDSA Postal Swim for the past 5 years. 
 
Club Championships 
 
Our thanks must go to Adrian Moylan who took over the organising of the Budworth Mere Championship swim and to 
Barbara Harding who took over the organising of the Albert Dock Championship swim, both of which were resounding 
successes. Thanks must also go to the Dolphin members who turned up on the day to act as marshals’ time keepers etc 
and to those who provided the very essential canoe safety cover.  
  
The popular Tuesday evening open water training sessions at Budworth concluded with a 1 mile handicap race followed 
by hot drinks and bacon butties. Our thanks go to Budworth Sailing Club for making us most welcome at the lake and 
for allowing us use of their splendid facilities. 
   
Masters Championships 
 
Dolphins successes this summer have not just been confined to open water events. Our strong Masters section continues 
to compete at the highest national and international level. Judy Brown and Graham Padgett are still both ranked in the 
top 10 in the world (yes, the world) in several of their respective age-group events. The successes of the masters 
swimmers are too many to mention, but congratulations must go as well to Graeme Atherton, Claire Dickinson, Trevor 
Eland, Paul Frith, Gerry Kelleher, Russ Mason and Chris Rix for successfully representing the Dolphins at Masters 
meets throughout the UK. Apologies if I have missed someone off the list!! 
 
 
Club Events 
 
Budworth Handicap  
22 swimmers braved cold conditions to compete in our traditional first open water swim of the year, which was won by 
Karen Hodgkins. The hot chocolate and bacon butties available at the sailing club were welcomed by all.  
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Marbury Handicap 
The Marbury Handicap followed the same successful format as it has done for several years. On a wet and blustery 
evening in July, 14 swimmers took part this year with the Presentation being made by the Club President after a buffet in 
the Antrobus Arms. As usual, many swimmers were very close to their predicted times for the 1 mile race, which was 
won by the club’s oldest competing swimmer, Stuart Ainsworth. 
 
 
Jim Nurse 
President Warrington Dolphins LDSC 
 

 
Warrington Dolphins LDSC Budworth Championships 31st May 2014 Results 

 
Female 3 miles 

Jenny Zwijnen Chester Tri F 01:11:57 1st 
Jane McCormick Trafford Metro F 01:12:26 2nd 
Hazel Killingbeck  F 01:17:27 3rd 

Liane Hickling City of Bradford F 01:19:05 4th 
Debbie Taylor Pennine Swimmers F 01:27:14 5th 
Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes F 01:31:56 6th 

Sam Plum Pennine Swimmers F 01:35:06 7th 
Annie Stafford Pennine Swimmers F 01:41:50 8th 

Vicki Thompson Barrow LDSC F 01:49:39 9th 
Janet Wilson BLDSA F 02:50:43 10th 
Judy Brown Warrington Dolphins LDSC F 43:00 2 miles DNF 

 
Male 3 miles     

Thomas Roberts Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 00:59:34 1st 
Ryan Huckle DOSS M 00:59:59 2nd 
James Orrock DOSS M 01:04:24 3rd 
Stephen Jones Swinton M 01:04:28 4th 
David Randall Trafford Metro M 01:11:53 5th 

Christopher Murray Horwich Leisure Centre M 01:18:27 6th 

Rob Marsden City of Liverpool M 01:19:24 7th 
Kevin Welsh Spondon Masters M 01:19:49 8th 

Frank Kilgannon Halton SC M 01:20:56 9th 
Andrew Wright Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 01:21:16 10th 

Steve Elliot Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 01:23:24 11th 
Kevin Saunders Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 01:24:03 12th 

Billy Taylor City of Liverpool M 01:24:21 13th 
David Dutton  M 01:25:17 14th 
Marc Pomfret Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 01:28:54 15th 
Andy Sherratt Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 01:32:50 16th 

Andrew Cunningham City of Liverpool M 01:34:19 17th 
Robert Waterhouse Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 01:34:47 18th 
Jonathan Bourne  M 01:43:38 19th 

Philip Yorke BLDSA M 01:48:44 20th 
Chris Green Barrow LDSC M 01:49:39 21st 

Henry Lowther Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 1:06:23 2 miles - DNF 
Nicholas Robinson City of Liverpool M 35:43 1 mile DNF 

Joe Coy City of Liverpool M  DNF 
 

Female 3 miles wetsuit 
Fran Lou  F 01:11:44 1st 
Liz Batt High Peak Tri F 01:41:06 2nd 
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Section: Male 3 miles wetsuit 
Benjamin Buckley Crewe Flyers M 00:56:10 1st 

Robert Monk Chester Triathlon M 01:04:31 2nd 
Frazer Lloyd-Jones Knutsford Triathlon M 01:10:52 3rd 

Jonathan Hyde Howe Bridge Marlins LDSC M 01:11:38 4th 
Derek Huffadine Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 01:11:50 5th 
Michael Boyle TMBSC M 01:11:55 6th 

Peter Openshaw Knutsford Triathlon M 01:11:57 7th 
Michael Reason Howe Bridge Marlins LDSC M 01:12:35 8th 

Pete Price Knutsford Triathlon M 01:28:39 9th 
Jon Batt High Peak Tri M 01:30:27 10th 

Maurizio Lucchesi thetrimarket M  DNF 
 

Female 1 mile 
Louise Fielding Hazel Grove and Bramhall F 23:03 1st 

Kelsie Geary Rykneld F 23:12 2nd 
Kate Mansfield Stockport SC F 25:18 3rd 
Claire Antrobus  F 27:24 4th 
Joanne Spittle Warrington Dolphins LDSC F 31:36 5th 
Julie Trevor Warrington Dolphins LDSC F 31:37 6th 

Rebecka Dickens DOSS F 32:01 7th 
Karen Hodgkins Warrington Dolphins LDSC F 39:50 8th 

Mandy Reid Warrington Dolphins LDSC F 50:56 9th 
Margaret Smith Warrington Dolphins LDSC F 51:38 10th 
Eileen Sharman Warrington Dolphins LDSC F 57:47 11th 

 
Section: Male 1 mile 

Ryan Huddart Rykneld M 22:10 1st 
Joshua Pemberton Rykneld M 22:11 2nd 

Greg Banham Chester Triathlon M 22:50 3rd 
Ian Smith Rykneld M 25:26 4th 

Chris Carter Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 35:14 5th 
Stuart Ainsworth Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 35:16 6th 

David Bowker Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 43:03 7th 
Joe Reid Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 50:54 8th 

 
Section: Female 1 mile wetsuit 

Alice Gard DOSS F 28:57 1st 
Rebecca Lillywhite DOSS F 34:28 2nd 

 
Section: Male 1 mile wetsuit 

Billy Dutton Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 25:58 1st 
Neil Hodgson Howe Bridge Marlins LDSC M 26:55 2nd 

David Cornwell Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 27:17 3rd 
Ian Burns Howe Bridge Marlins LDSC M 29:02 4th 

Robert Saile Warrington Dolphins LDSC M 32:56 5th 
 

Female Junior 2 Miles 
Amy Wyatt Alsager F 00:47:18 1st 

Sarah Roberts Warrington Dolphins LDSC F 00:47:21 2nd 
Ellie Jane Knight Warrington Dolphins LDSC F 01:05:56 3rd 

 
Male Junior 2 Miles     

Tobias Fox City of Salford M 47:19 1st 
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29th Albert Dock Championships, 2 August 2014 Results – Finish Positions 
 

2mile Female Club Position Category Position Time 
Junior Freestyle 

Megan Chub Wirral Metro SC 1st  39:58 
Amy Wyatt Alsager Bridgestone ASC 2nd  42:01 

Amy Compton Wirral Metro SC 3rd  43:14 
Ellie-Jo Hughes Warrington Dolphins LDSC 4th  44:17 

Junior Breaststroke 
Alexandra Williams Wirral Metro SC 1st  51:29 

Ellie Knight Warrington Dolphins LDSC 2nd  57:24 
Senior Freestyle 

Louise Fielding Hazel Grove ASC 1st  43.22 
Ellie Moore Wirral Metro SC 2nd  44:43 

Kate Mansfield Stockport SC 3rd 1st V40 48:09 
Lucy Lloyd-Roach Trafford Metro SC 4th  51:14 

Anna Pope Chester Triathlon Club 5th  52:15 
Gaynor Imrie Unattached 6th 2nd V40 1:04:06 
Amanda Reid Warrington Dolphins LDSC 7th 3rd V40 1:24:04 

Senior Wetsuit 
Sue Porter Unattached 1st 1st V40 55:53 

Chris Mantin Unattached 2nd 2nd V40 1:15:17 
 

2 mile Male 
Junior Freestyle 

Tobias Fox City of Salford SC 1st  41:57 
Senior Freestyle 

Greg Banham Chester Triathlon Club 1st 1st V40 43:23 
Steve Connor Warrington Dolphins LDSC 2nd 2nd V40 43:43 
John Dedman Beau Sejour Barracudas SC 3rd 3rd V40 46:17 
Jonathan Tilt Unattached 4th 4th V40 51:10 
Simon Stoker Langold Pikes 5th 5th V40 56:27 

Henry Lowther Warrington Dolphins LDSC 6th 6th V40 57:09 
Keith Godbehere Langold Pikes 7th 1st V60 57:47 
Rob Waterhouse Warrington Dolphins LDSC 8th  57:52 
Stuart Ainsworth Warrington Dolphins LDSC 9th 2nd V60 1:06:56 
William Taylor Liverpool Open Water SC 10th 7th V40 1:08:42 
Alistair Bloore Unattached 11th 8th V40 1:17:40 

Senior Wetsuit 
Paul Harbidge Warrington Triathlon Club 1st 1st V40 44:33 
Paul Hamilton Warrington Triathlon Club 2nd  53:33 

 
4 Mile Female 

Senior Freestyle 
Judy Brown Warrington Dolphins LDSC 1st 1st V40 1:24:00 

Jane McCormack Trafford Metro 2nd  1:27:27 
Jane Bloore Unattached 3rd 2nd V40 1:47:22 

Michelle Hardy Langold Pikes 4th 3rd V40 1:54:03 
Julie Trevor Warrington Dolphins LDSC 5th 4th V40 2:08:40 

Senior Wetsuit 
Alison Wilson Unattached 1st 1st V60 2:01:15 

 
4 Mile Male 

Senior Freestyle 
Richard Taylor Warrington Dolphins LDSC 1st 1st V40 1:27:18 

Ian Stringer City of Liverpool 2nd 2nd V40 1:32:58 
Gary Ridgeway Langold Pikes 3rd 3rd V40 1:34:26 
Kevin Saunders Warrington Dolphins LDSC 4th 4th V40 1:51:55 
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Robert Haylock WSSA 5th 5th V40 1:52:04 
Andy Sherratt Warrington Dolphins LDSC 6th 6th V40 1:53:07 
Alex White Leeds Bradford Triathlon Club 7th  1:58:10 

Peter Goodman Unattached 8th 1st V60 2:02:22 
Nicholas Robinson City of Liverpool 9th  2:13:45 

Joe Coy Unattached 10th 7th V40 2:29:55 
Senior Breaststroke 

Nicholas White Blackpool Lifeboat 1st 1st V40 2:04:48 
Senior Wetsuit 

Max Cumming Wetnosers 1st 1st V40 1:40:09 
Robert Bood Unattached 2nd 2nd V40 1:44:22 

David Cornwell Warrington Dolphins LDSC 3rd 3rd V40 1:45:13 
 

 

Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club 
 

Sandown to Shanklin “Pier to Pier” Swim 2013 
 

 

Sandown to Shanklin “Pier to Pier” Race 2014 Report 

The event this year was held on a Saturday. This proved very popular with the entrants, many requesting we hold it next 
year on a Saturday. It appears a lot spent the weekend on the Island. 

The preparation for this years event was also ‘under new management’ with Llyndsey Shenton taking on the 
administration duties, and Bob Cooper being Safety Officer. Llyndsey changed the system and this has proved itself in 
the clarity of information available at the press of a button. It also assisted in the results all being ready and printed by 
the 2.30p.m. when the Mayor of Shanklin Cllr John Gilbey attended and made the presentations. 

The threat of stormy weather made the preceding days nervous ones for the organisers, but we were extremely fortunate 
that, although blowing a Force 6 in the Solent, Mark Birch, coxswain of the Inshore Lifeboat was able to confirm on the 
morning that we could undertake the swim. 

A total of 123 swimmers turned up at the start. With a large crowd of onlookers the race started at 12.30p.m. in 
absolutely superb sea conditions. We actually caught the tide just right and this produced some superb personal times for 
the swimmers. The fastest time was 33.19. 

Due to a request in the County Press and a radio plea on IOW Radio, Aidrian Brown was able to supply a total of 34 
safety canoes and kayaks (including Duncan Heenan) and they were excellent. 

6 Shanklin Deep Sea Fishing Club members broke off their fishing in the bay to come and provide powered boat 
assistance and these all supplemented and were under the control of Mark Birch in the Inshore Lifeboat. 

One swimmer retired during the swim and he was duly taken safely from the water and then brought to the finishing 
point by the Lifeboat. Cold and tiredness were the cause and after some warming attention from the Red Cross staff and 
a soup from the Rowing Club staff he was soon feeling fine. 

Unfortunately Tom Rooney, aged 86, who had completed the swim in a time of 1hr 2mins suffered from the cold and 
although given treatment by the Red Cross staff, they were concerned that his ‘stats’ were in poor condition and, after 
consulting with the Doctor at St Mary’s Hospital, took Tom there for observation. I am pleased to report that Tom being 
Tom, he was rehydrated and warmed up and discharged after about 45mins. His family were contacted later by Llyndsey 
and myself and were grateful for our concern. 

All other swimmers completed the swim and received a chocolate bar and then soup and a roll provided by the Rowing 
Club staff. 
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The P.A. system was again sourced by myself, at a reduced cost of £25, and was very successfully used at Sandown and 
Shanklin. On returning it, I provisionally reserved it for next year. 

This year we also had an entrant who has a disability in being unable to use his legs. He had his helpers and he 
completed the swim safely, even managing to ‘walk’ over the finishing line. I believe he collected a good sum in a 
bucket collection at the start, for his charity, the Elen McCarther Trust. He had not asked our permission to make this 
collection. 

This year, as last, I only had one set of timekeepers and recorders at the finish and, except for one or two queries, all 
times were swiftly collected and collated by the stalwart team of ladies and gentlemen in the office.  

Many swimmers want us to get the details of next year’s event published as soon as possible, and on a Saturday, so they 
can book accommodation. (So we must be doing something right) 

That last statement is not true – it is obvious we are doing everything right. 

I wish to offer a sincere ‘thank you’ to all members of IOW Marlins for their help, however little it may have been. 

With the results being on the web site by Sunday, thanks to Fiona Seymour, this finished the weekend off nicely. 

Bob Cooper (Safety Officer) 

 

East Dorset Open Water Swimming Club 
 

Seahorse Challenge Swim 2014 
 

East Dorset Open Water Swimming Club held its fifth annual Seahorse Challenge open water swimming race on Sunday 
22nd. June attracting 207 swimmers from all over the country.  The swim from Knoll Beach, Studlands was held by kind 
permission of the National Trust and in support of the Seahorse Trust and was blessed with fabulous weather and a sea 
temperature of 16C.  
 
Club chairman Bob Holman said that there had been a number of challenges in previous years but this year the event 
was held in near perfect conditions. He said that the club was very grateful for the help and support from RLSS Poole 
and associated surf lifesaving clubs for providing fantastic safety cover. Bob said that his committee had worked 
extremely hard and had been supported by a fantastic group of volunteers on the day. 
 
There had also been a very positive feedback from the swimmers. Jim Boucher commented   ”You set yourselves a high 
standard because the previous year was so good and yet today was even better. You had more swimmers, better trophies 
and what a marvellous atmosphere- smiling swimmers and great banter too before the start”. 
 
Seahorse Challenge Swim Results 
Gents wetsuit 3.8kms: 1st. Guy Giles 47.26 2nd. Andy Blow 3rd. Chip Rimmer 
Ladies wetsuit 3.8kms: 1st. Jane Austin 1.01.54 2nd. Helen Dickens 3rd. Shelly Broomfield 
Gents non-wetsuit 3.8kms: Steven Hurley 55.01 2nd. Christopher Hopton 3rd. Brian Daly 
Ladies non-wetsuit 3.8kms: Lauren Pascoe1.00.15 2nd. Emma Baird 3rd. Lowa Gardner 
Gents wetsuit 2kms: 1st. Paul Bacon 29.13.11 2nd. Mark Straw 3rd. Dave Doust 
Ladies wetsuit 2kms: 1st. Louise Kathro 34.59.24 2nd. Elaine Sanderson 3rd. Siw Thomas 
Gents non-wetsuit 2kms: no entries 
Ladies non-wetsuit 2kms: 1st. Susan Rentol 40.56.02 2nd. Pip Tunstill   3rd. Valerie Pearce 
Roy Harding Memorial Trophy for first local male non-wetsuit over 40: Stuart Purcell 59.08.40 
Roy Harding Memorial Trophy for first local lady non-wetsuit over 40: Kath Steels-Fryatt 1.04.40 
Oldest gentleman to complete the 3.8kms course: Peter Jolly 1.07.38 
Oldest lady to complete the course: Ellery McGowan  
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Ye Amphibious Ancient Bathing Association 
 
 

Ye Amphibious Ancients Bathing 
Association 
The Open Water Season has now 
finished for the year. It has been a very 
busy time with all swims well attended 
except for Woodhaven and the full loch 
earn. The season started with harbour 
training at Broughty Ferry in April and 
has went really well with 15-20 
swimmers attending each session. 
 
Club Only Single Tay 
The first swim of the season, the club 
only single Tay was on Saturday 7 June 
starting at Tayport Harbour across the 
tide ways to Broughty Ferry harbour. 
The event attracted a good entry. This 
year's winner was Joe Taylor in 26:56. 

A really impressive swim considering this is his first venture into open water. 
Senior Men: 1st Joe Taylor 26.56, 2nd David Stewart 29:26, 3rd Robert Mitchell 31:51. 
Senior Women: Trish Taylor 31:56, 2nd Claire Moodie 33:12. 
Junior Men: 1st Matthew Michie 28:05. 
Junior Women: 1st Louise Dunnin 51:30. 
 
Kirkton of Balmerino 
The first long distance swim of the season attracted a field of 7 Swimmers. The swim from Balmerino to Broughty 
Ferry Harbour is 8 Miles long. A special mention goes to one of our new member Alison Anderson who chose this 
event for her inaugural swim.  
Senior Men: 1st Robert Mitchell 2:02:26, 2nd Grant Small 2:04:55, 3rd Graeme Ramage 2:05:40. 
Senior Women: Claire Murray 1:43:48, 2nd Alison Anderson 2:02:48, 3rd Janet Wilson 2:44:32. 
 
Tayport Cup 
This was a very popular event with a respectable entry of 12 swimmers. This caused a huge headache for the organiser 
with not enough boats and crew to cover. For the first time we used kayaks to help with cover this proved to be an 
excellent move.  
Senior Men: 1st Andy Olejnik 24:10, 2nd Kenneth Alison 25:47, 3rd Mark Sales (B/S) 26:00 N/R.  
Senior Women: Claire Murray 19:39. 2nd Emma Dalton 28:48, 3rd Janet Wilson 47:34. 
Junior Men: 1st Matthew Michie 20:54 2nd Scott Spalding 47:34. 
Junior Women: Louise Dunnin 36:23. 
 
Monifieth  
This event only attracted 3 swimmers but was also filmed by the Dundee Television Channel as a practice run for the 
Discovery Mile. We will need to keep an eye out for the broadcast. 
Senior Men: 1st Joe Taylor 52:40, 2nd Robert Mitchell 1:02:31. 
Senior Women: 1st Claire Moodie 1:08:42. 
 
Midland District Half Loch Earn 
This event attracted a very competitive field with 3 juniors and 8 seniors for each swim.   
Junior Women: 1st Sally Mair 1:21:17, 2nd Cara Mullen 1:22:10, 3rd Keanna MacInnes 1:28:14.  
Senior Men: 1st Nathan Kennedy 1:31:37, 2nd Ryan Kaczmarek 1:33:19, 3rd Robert Mitchell 2:08:09. 
Senior Women: 1st Rebecca Smith 1:16:06 (N/R), 2nd Claire Murray 1:38:56, 3rd Jessica Philip 1:47:49.  
This year the Midland Champions are Senior Men Robert Mitchell (YeAABA) and Senior Women Claire Murray 
(DCA).   
 
Double Tay 
This event only attracted 4 swimmers of which one was an international swimmer.  
Senior Men: 1st Javier Lara Hidalgo 0:50:28, 2nd Kenneth Allison 1:06:32.  
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Senior Women: 1st Vicky Taylor 1:00:00, 2nd Lynsey Coupland 01:20:22.  
  
Woodhaven 
This year Woodhaven our second longest swim only attracted one swimmer. Vicky Taylor completed the swim in a 
time of 1:05:52. 
 
 
Veterans  
Unfortunately this event was cancelled due to inclement weather. There was a heavy haar was over the Tay for almost 
an hour before the event started. It did clear but some of the boat people and swimmers had left. The rescheduled date 
is Saturday 6 September 13.00hrs. Even though this entry attracted a large entry, for the rescheduled date only 8 
swimmers swan. 
The overall winner was Claire Murray 0:23:50.(NR) 
Senior Men: 1st Stewart Halliday 33:35, 2nd Graham Matthew 33:45, 3rd Philip Levack 34:02. 
Senior Women; 1st Claire Murray 23:50 (NR), 2nd Vicky Taylor31:01, 3rd Valerie Lindsay 46:29.  
 
Discovery Mile 
This was a great event this year with a very competitive field of 38 swimmers. On the day only 36 swam. The river 
was running fast and there was a westerly wind behind the swimmers. All the four categories had new records. The 
overall winner was Heather Mulvany 0:20:47. 
Senior Men: 1st Joe Taylor 21:46, 2nd Gary Hurr 23.04, 3rd Stewart Maxwell 23.53 
Senior Women; 1st Janet McLean 22:00, 2nd Claire Murray 22:08, 3rd Rachel Donald 23:44 
Junior Men: 1st Matthew Michie 22:51, 2nd Greg Roberts 23:41, 3rd Niholas Mappin 30.37 
Junior Women: Heathr Mulvany 20:47, 2nd Keanna MacInnes 22:30, 3rd Emily McLean 27:09 
Wetsuite category: 1st KennyTaylor 23:53, 2nd Rob Huhges 26:55. 
 
Midland District Senior and Junior Stannergate 
This swim did not attract many swimmers. The senior event attracted one swimmer Claire Moodie who completed the 
course in a time of 1:09:32.  
The Junior Stannergate attracted two young people who are relatively new to open water Louise Dunnin who 
completed the course in 46:16 and Scott Spalding who finished in 50:00. 
 
Loch Earn  
This event attracted 2 swimmers one from England and the other from Orkney.  
Senior Men: 1st Alex White 3:41:34 
Senior Veteran Men: 1st Graeme Ramage 3:50:45. 
 
Crannog Mile 13 
This swim attracted 13 swimmers. But with the Water Sports Centre still closed from the fire at the start of the year 
gave the organisers some logistics problems. All the swimmers were ferried to the start by boat.  It turned out to be a 
beautiful day and all preparations went like clockwork. We also had three new records for the course. 
Senior Men: 1st Joseph Taylor 27:16 NR, 2nd Stewart Halliday 35:04, 3rd Robert Mitchell 37:47. 
Senior Women: 1st Claire Murray 27:18, 2nd Claire Moodie 38:37. 
Junior Men: 1st Matthew Michie 30:38 NR, 2nd Scott Spalding 53:50. 
Junior Women: 1st Amy Robertson 26:42 NR, 2nd Erica Mappin 35:07, 3rd Louise Dunnin 47:37. 
 
Club Only Senior Championship 
The last swim of the season only attracted 5 club simmmers. The overall winner was Joseph Taylor. 
Senior Men: 1st Joseph Taylor 1:22:31, 2nd Steven McEwan 1:27:26, 3rd Graham Foley 1:47:56. 
Senior Women: 1st Claire Moodie 1:29:13, 2nd Heather Miller 1:53:57. 
 
STO’S 
As a district we now have a total of seven open water level 1 officials, three are working towards level 2. We also 
have four waiting for level 2 training and one new volunteer who is willing to start level 1.   
 
Personal Achievement 
Robert Mitchell from Yeaaba has completed Lake Windermere on Saturday 30 August in a time of 8:00:12 and 
Coniston on the 19 July in  a time of 3:14:00. 
 
Sandra Westgate 
YeAABA Swim Co-Ordinator 

Page 67 



Minutes of the 57th Annual General Meeting 
 

Minutes of the 57th Annual General Meeting of the British Long Distance Swimming Association, held at the 
Hydro Hotel, Windermere on Sunday 9th March 2014 

In memoriam: a minute’s silence was held in memory of Tom Clarke-Nolan & Rear Admiral Francis Golden. 
 
1. Presidential Address:  the President presented his report as on pages 3 – 5 in the Annual Report.  He added his 
sincere thanks to members of the Dinner & Trophies’ Sub-Committees for their work in making such an enjoyable 
annual dinner possible.  He also thanked all the volunteer members of the Executive, who ran swims, worked as boat 
crews & generally helped out during the season.  He thanked Marguerite Pike for bringing a Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary card for John & Mary Bedford, to be signed by members. 
 
2. Apologies: Peter Hawksworth, Chris Carter, Mark Westaby, Mike Read, Carl Walker, Daniel Thomas, Matthew 
Thomas, Ollie White, Joe Wilkin-Oxley, Jo & Mick Blackburn, Brian Ferrand, Graham McIntyre. 
 
3. Minutes of the 56th Annual General Meeting held at Broughty Ferry on 10/03/2013:   
Proposal: The Minutes as printed on page 61 to 66 of the 2013 Annual Report having been previously circulated are 
accepted as a true record.     
Proposed G J Smith  Seconded A Dormon In favour: 28  Abstentions: 1 
 
4. Matters Arising:  There were no matters arising 
 
5. Secretary’s Report: The Secretary presented his report as on pages 6 -0 7 of the Annual Report.   
Proposed: P Yorke   Seconded:  M Sheridan In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer offered thanks to the Internal Examiners, Paul Tew & Leslie Du Cane.  She 
confirmed that a large expenditure protocol is being prepared which will be in place shortly.  It will aim to develop a 
planning system for future large expenditure, of which the new web-site and advertising with the H2Open magazine will 
be part.  The increased communication & promotion will improve communications & help to match the competition in 
the open water swimming community.  G J Smith noted with delight the refining of the allocation of boat costs to 
swims.  Since it is now possible to get the number of entries per swim & therefore the total number of swim entries per 
year, it should be a simple exercise to divide the total relevant BLDSA safety boat costs by the number of entries.  Then, 
this derived figure times the number of entries per swim should give an even more accurate boat cost per swim.  P Tew 
commented that if that system is put in the Association might as well go back to the former system of allocation.  G J 
Smith asked for it to be referred to the Executive for review.    Action Point 
 
L L Hickling asked for it to be noted that the loss shown on the Wykeham Swim related to the request for a late payment 
for the 2012 had been included.  The 2013 swim made a profit.    Action Point 
 
M Pike commented on the potential for non-consultation with the Executive for large expenditure & felt that the 
Executive are not being respected by those incurring the expenditure.  The President referred M Pike to the forthcoming 
Protocols for Large Expenditure.  P Tew asked for documents related to the purchase of the new boat.  He said he had 
written several emails but feels the answers are not correct.  He commented that the purchase was not reported at the 
AGM in Dundee.  G Stables reminded members that the issues under discussion had been addressed by the development 
& introduction of the ‘Large Expenditure Protocols.  She enquired on the progress.  The Treasurer hopes that they will 
be in place before the season.  L Du Cane agreed that the it is essential to have Financial procedures in place & 
acknowledged that there had been a mistake.  The Draft procedures will be reviewed by the Executive & once approved, 
will be reviewed annually.  P Morgan commented that the large legacy from Willy Van Rysel & the smaller legacy from 
Bill Keeting were not generally known & what are they being used for.  The Treasurer explained that the Bill Keeting 
legacy was current & a specific donation for Windermere trophies & would be used to recognise individual swims in 
future.  P Tew said that the Willy Van Rysel legacy is in the Association’s funds, & shown in the Profit & Loss Account 
but, as yet the Bill Keeting legacy is not shown as it came after the Accounts closed. 
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Substantial discussion followed in respect of potential investment prospects. P Tew confirmed that the poor interest rates 
& the lack of urgent access to funds currently earns that the money is better in direct bank accounts.  He confirmed that 
ISA’s are not available to the Association.  L Du Cane felt that the appropriate use of the legacy should be discussed at 
the Executive & affirmed that it must be used for specific purposes, not to prop up the Association.  H Beveridge 
suggested the cost of the web-site development should be considered.  Action Point 
 
Pike said that she knew of 6 people who have not received copies of the Accounts.  P Morgan promised to raise this 
again later as she wished to know why it is happening.  P Tew queried the situation regarding Advanced Membership 
Single Swim, as he felt it was currently unclear.  The President confirmed that as it had not proved cost effective so the 
Executive had abandoned it at the last meeting.  D Llewellyn was asked to ensure it is in the next Newsletter. 
         Action Point 
 
B Thomas asked that Advanced Membership Single Swim be removed from Entry Central: Action Point 
 
The Treasurer concluded her report by announcing that £63.02 had been raised for UNICEF in the Enoch Tarder Trophy 
game after the Dinner. 
The Treasurer’s Report was proposed for acceptance: 
Proposed: P Yorke  Seconded: L L Hickling  In favour 27  Abstentions  2 
 
7. Fund Raising & Insignia Officer’s Report:   She presented her reports on pages 12 & 13. 
The 200 Club was drawn:  March: £10 winners were E Simister (60) & M J Smith (  ), & £5 – B Metcalfe (3) 
AGM Draw: £20 – N J & D Hunt (35) & G J Smith (28). 
She thanked members for supporting the Dinner raffle with the donation of prizes & which raised £260. 
She reported that Insignia has sold well this year with postal orders & direct sales.  Online & other purchasing methods 
are being considered with the advent of the new web-site.  She will take demonstration items to events.  Swim hats have 
been purchased for all events as a publicity drive (logo/web-site & event name).  There will be the possibility of adding 
‘personal’ branding to BLDSA items of clothing.  The safety items sell very well. 
Proposed: L Du Cane  Seconded: D Llewellyn  In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
8. Hon Membership Secretary’s Report:  The report  is on pages 7 & 8 of the report.  He wished to update the current 
situation 
At the AGM’s in 2012 and 2013 it was reported: 
2012    2013      2014 so far 
238 of which:  160 of which:     110 of which: 
169 Senior’s  97 Seniors of which:    97 Seniors of which: 
39 are new this year 35 are new this year (16 Veterans)  47 are new this year (21 Veterans) 
125 Veterans  87 Veterans     65 Veterans 
6 Junior’s   7 Junior’s      1 Junior  
3 are new this year 3 are new this year    (she is a returner)  
10 Social  10 Social     10 Social  
10 Affiliate  7 Affiliate      10 Affiliate 
 
So it is clear to see figures are well down on this time last year.  However, the demographics would suggest that we are 
getting almost as many new to the BLDSA Seniors and Veterans than returners.  But we are desperately short of 
Junior’s, if anyone has any ideas on how to attract them to the BLDSA please feel free to pass your ideas to me or 
anyone on the committee. 
I did mention in my report of the downturn in numbers and as I said the executive would discuss this during the closed 
season.  At the executive meeting in January, it was agreed the Advance Membership Single Swim was an experiment 
and we have decided not to continue this.   
Information submitted to the meeting: 
 
P Morgan wished to know how her non-computer user grandson can renew his membership.  The Membership Secretary 
promised to send a paper renewal form to Mrs Morgan.  Action Point 
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L L Hickling noted that the compilation of a list of members needing to receive items by post had been agreed 
previously.  A Dormon commented that she has difficulties with accessing the internet in Spain.  BLDSA will check its 
despatches.         Action Point 
 
P Morgan expressed concern that considerable time had been spent on this issue in 2012 & that she never received the 
2012 accounts, update papers, or information in the post which would only cost 60p.  The Membership secretary pointed 
out that there are other attributable costs & as the Government expecting everyone to access their services on line, the 
BLDSA must follow that need.  However, he acknowledged there will be a transition period.  P Morgan said she is 
annoyed about this matter & that Carl Walker had not received his papers.  The Hon Gen Sec said that he had definitely 
mailed items to Carl but cannot guarantee delivery.  H Beveridge suggested that membership renewal forms could be 
included in the Annual Report/Dinner mailings M Pike concurred, adding that in her experience, written mailshots 
garnered entries.        Action Point 
 
J Wilkin-Oxley volunteered to act as a central point of contact for off-line members & will remind the Officer concerned 
when items are raised.  She will help with entries etc. G Stables offered to support. Both offers were accepted gratefully 
by the meeting.          Action Point 
 
P Morgan then asked why entry forms are not brought to the AGM as she is sure this will increase swim entries.  The 
Membership Secretary felt he might be at fault in this but M Pike was certain it is the fault of the Executive.  G Jackson 
suggested an email reminder for membership renewal should be sent & wondered whether once a member, could an 
individual retain the same number as it can be confusing when there are regular changes.  The Membership Secretary 
agreed to review these points.       Action Point 
Proposal:  The meeting accepts that the Executive Committee will handle this matter & move progress. 
Proposed: G J Smith  Seconded: J Classen In favour: 28 Against: 1 
 
Proposal: to accept the Annual Report & updates of the Membership Secretary. 
Proposed: G J Smith  Seconded:  P Yorke  In favour: 26  Against:  2   
Abstentions:  1 
 
9. Hon Safety Officer’s Report: In the absence of the Safety Officer, D Llewellyn submitted his report as circulated on 
page 10 of the Annual Report.  
Proposed: D Llewellyn  Seconded: P Yorke  In favour: 26 Against: 2   
Abstentions:  1 
 
A summary of the discussions & concerns is below: 
D Llewellyn asked for Insurances to be a separate item at all future meetings (Annual & Executive)  
          Action Point  
 
She reported on a meeting run by the Insurance Brokers which she & J Wilson (Safety Officer) had attended.  It was a 
mock court case used as training in the scope of Civil Liability Insurance. She outlined the scenario & the implications.  
This re-inforces the need for the BLDSA to hold Employer’s Liability Insurance, to provide full cover its volunteers.  
The existing insurers (Royal Sun Alliance) have withdrawn from this market, so there is an increase in premiums to 
£3,200 + £625 for an increase in liability indemnity level to £10 million.  Employer’s Liability will include cover for 
death or injury to volunteers & Management Liability to protect our volunteer officers & the Executive Committee.  
(This includes affiliated clubs).  Personal Accident Insurance no longer covers events not run under BLDSA rules & 
there is no cover overseas.  An additional insurance will cover member to member liability.  It is of concern that Abuse 
cover is not currently in force as stricter parameters must be operated, including the obtaining of references for all 
volunteers.  This information will be circulated to all affiliated clubs. 
Clarification was sought on the following points: 
 
Whether Personal Liability is swimmer to swimmer (G Jackson) – yes 
 
Individual swims – do they need to provide a Risk Assessment? (M J Smith).  To be clarified.   
          Action Point. 
 
In view of increasing costs, participants in many extreme sports carry personal insurance (S Smith).  Can this please be 
investigated?  D Llewellyn commented that the PA Insurance is a minimal amount of £3 per head.  She will clarify with 
the insurers, that every swimmer in an event must be a BLDSA member.  Action Point 
 
Can a generic Risk Assessment format be provided if needed for individual swims (H Beveridge). To be provided as 
appropriate.          Action Point   
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G Stables said that many boat hirers already require a Risk Assessment before agreeing to hire a boat out. 
 
P Morgan raised her concern about the Risk Assessment of the timekeepers’ jetty at Windermere as more boats are 
mooring there and ropes snake across the jetty.  It is also of concern that the surface is slippery when wet.  Last year one 
timekeeper operated from the shore & this worked well.  D Llewellyn has noted this.    
          Action Point 
 
C Hickling pointed out that the generic Risk Assessment includes jetties, so the organisers are aware. of relevant issues. 
Does member to member insurance only apply to swimmers? (B Thomas). Response: no, it applies to all volunteers who 
have signed in (noting any medical needs) on the day so it covers boat crews, officials & helpers who have logged in for 
the event. 
 
Was there an incident at Dover?  (M Pike) C Hickling said that this could be addressed in his Boat Coordinator’s report 
if raised. 
 
Does every swimmer have a medical? (A Dormon).  Several officers & members responded – J Wilkin Oxley reminded 
members that it had been taken off entries due to the legal implications & M Pike confirmed that a former Medical 
Officer, Dr D Hunt had recommended removal many years ago.  C Hickling confirmed the matter had been discussed at 
both the Executive & Safety Committees & supported its removal.  D Llewellyn had checked the situation with our 
insurers & they say it is a ‘can of worms’ as the BLDSA would need to supervise the medicals.  H Beveridge was 
content with ‘self-declaration’. 
Proposal: A vote of thanks is given to the Safety Committee who worked very well, as a team, during the time that the 
Safety Officer was unavoidably unavailable due to work commitments. 
Proposed: L Llewellyn Hickling  Seconded: A Dormon  In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
10. Hon Child Protection & Vulnerable Adult Protection Officer’s Report: Submitted as per Annual Report pages 
11 & 12, by S Wright. 
Proposal: Accept the report & record a vote of thanks to S Wright for her work, as she is stepping down from this post 
at this meeting but will serve on the Executive Committee. 
Proposed:  L Llewellyn Hickling  Seconded: G Stables  In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1
  
 
11. Hon Trophy Secretary’s Report: A Dormon asked for the location of the original Avril & Alan Mitchell Trophy 
which she had asked to be re-furbished & passed to the Lynn Regis Championships.  The Trophy is currently 
undergoing refurbishment & will go Lynn Regis, as requested. 
Proposal: The Trophy Secretary’s report be accepted; 
Proposed:  M Sheridan  Seconded: P Llewellyn  In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
12. Hon Recorder’s Report: submitted as on page 8.  There are 3 additions, submitted too late for inclusion but they 
will be in the 2014 report. (2W Windermere by Zoe Sadler & Amanda Bell, and a Coniston by Steve Smith). 
H Beveridge queried how involvement in a relay (eg in the Channel) can be included in the BLDSA Report.  G Stables 
asked members to let her have this information so that it can be included in the future. 
Proposal: That the Insignia Officer’s Report be accepted. 
Proposed: P Yorke   Seconded:  L Du Cane In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
13. Hon Sport & Recreation Alliance Officer’s Report: submitted as written on Page 14 of Annual Report. 
Proposal: That the report on page 14 is accepted. 
Proposed: G J Smith  Seconded: D Llewellyn In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
14. Hon Rescue Boat Coordinator’s Report: submitted as written on page 7. There were no questions raised. 
Proposal: That the Hon Rescue Boat coordinator’s report be accepted as written on page 14. 
Proposed: L L Hickling  Seconded: L Du Cane In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
15. Hon Publicity Officer’s report: submitted as written on page 10, with the following updates.    
 
15a. Sincere apologies offered for the omission of two reports (Lynn Regis & Derwentwater) due to a computer glitch.  
Copies were available at the meeting but will also be attached to the AGM Minutes.    
          Action Point  
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15b. Web-site – this is a massive redevelopment to make it more user-friendly & informative.  There will be restricted 
access areas for Officers.  During this phase some areas may not be accessible so Facebook will be used for messages.  It 
is hoped that the changes will be in operation around July.   
 
15c. A Dormon raised the query whether the BLDSA will be advertising in the Swimming Times as this might attract 
junior swimmers.  The PRO responded that there have been substantial changes in promotion over recent years.  Our 
events’ list go on European listings & internationally via H20pen but there is little uptake.  It is felt that the Swimming 
Times tends to concentrate on the elite group information.   
Proposal: That a small advert is placed in the Swimming Times to attract members. 
Proposed: A Dorman Seconded: P Morgan  In favour: 26 Against: 2 Abstentions: 1  
              J Wilkin Oxley reminded members that the BLDSA is currently in process of 12 months’ advertising in 
H20pen but A Dorman re-iterated that the Swimming Times is published everywhere. The PRO felt that the point was 
valid as the 2 magazines targeted different markets so an early season advert could be beneficial.  L L Hickling added 
that flyers to attract juniors are being developed.   
 
15d. P Morgan raised the North Eastern Open Water Group which is doing swims all over North Yorkshire & she is 
aware that some BLDSA members appear to have joined it.  It was clarified that this is a Facebook Group, not a club.  It 
is a group of like- minded individuals, swimming at their own risk & has no insurance.  Well known swimmer, Amanda 
Bell is involved.  G Jackson asked if they could be attracted into the BLDSA & the PRO offered to invite them. 
          Action Point  
M Sheridan offered to email a copy of the H20pen advert to people to distribute.     
          Action Point  
H Beveridge wished to check that St Mary’s Loch wetsuit option applied to the one way course.  Swim Secretary 
confirmed it fit into the 3 or so miles category! 
Proposal: To move progress 
Proposed: L L Hickling  Seconded: G J Smith  In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
16. Dinner Committee report:  presented as written on Page 16 of the Annual report.  This item incorporates item 27 
now 16a on the agenda, Venue of Annual Dinner & AGM- 2015 & 2016. 
There were sincere thanks offered to everyone at the hotel for a lovely meal & for making everyone so welcome. 
 
16a. 2015 –Location will be Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, to support the Warrington dolphins LDSC for their 50th 
Anniversary. 
2016 – open to suggestions but must have banqueting facilities & parking available.  A Dormon suggested the Days Inn 
in Manchester city centre.  P Llewellyn will investigate. 
Proposal: The report be accepted as submitted. 
Proposed: P Yorke   Seconded: A Dormon  In favour. 29 
One member left the meeting at 11.50  (P. Tew) 
 
17. Championship Honorary Secretaries’ Reports: 
 
17a. Champion of Champions: L Du Cane submitted his report as on pages 21 – 23 of the Annual report.  He added his 
very sincere thanks to everyone who helped before, during & after the event. 
Proposed: L Du Cane  Seconded: G J Smith  In favour: 28 Abstentions:  1 
 
17b. Colwick Park: submitted as written on page 15 of the Annual Report. 
Proposed: L L Hickling  Seconded G J Smith  In favour: 28 Abstentions:  1 
 
17c. Coniston Senior & Junior Championships: The Secretary reported on the changed format of the 2013 events 
which was positive for swimmers as the Senior & Junior events were run concurrently.  As there were only 2 Juniors it 
was encouraging for them to have other swimmers around.  S Smith wished to congratulate the Secretary & thank her 
for running the joint event. 
Proposed: P Llewellyn  Seconded: P Yorke  In favour: 27 Against: 1   
Abstentions. 1 
 
17d. Coniston Veterans’ Championships: Submitted as written on pages 27/28 & 29 in the Annual Report.  G J Smith 
offered the Secretary congratulations & thanks to the new Secretary for a job well done. 
Proposed: L L Hickling  Seconded: M Sheridan In favour: 27 Abstentions: 2 
 
17e. Derwentwater: copies were circulated at the meeting & will be attached to the Minutes of the AGM.  P Morgan 
congratulated the Secretary for a well organised event in which her grandson had competed. 
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Proposed: P Yorke   Seconded: G J Smith In favour: 27 Abstentions: 2 
 
17f. Llyn Tegid: submitted as written on pages 16 – 20 of the Annual Report. 
Proposed: A Wright   Seconded: S Wright  In favour: 27 Against: 1
 Abstentions: 1 
 
The following comments were made: P Morgan noted that one timekeeper withdrew part way through as she had not 
been told that wetsuit users were swimming in the 3 mile race.  C Hickling responded that the BLDSA rules have been 
published & no transgression has occurred.  G Jackson said that the aim is to introduce more people to the sport.  If 
wetsuits are not allowed as an introductory option, the traditional sport will dwindle.  It is essential to encourage people, 
many of them who will move from wetsuit to traditional swimming.  L L Hickling pointed out that wet suit usage had 
been discussed at length in the Executive, when P Morgan was a member & the Executive had agreed an introduction of 
wet suits up to the distance of approximately 3 miles.  Wet suit competitors are swimming for a certificate, not as part of 
the Championship & this is a Unique Selling Point. 
S Smith moved that this discussion was outside the parameters of the item & wished to move progress, which was 
accepted by the President. 
 
17g. Loch Lomond Championships: not run during 2013. 
 
17h. Lynn Regis Championships: the report was circulated at the meeting.  The Secretary reported on a great day with 
a super 1km event.  He was very appreciative of the Canoe Club support.  He publicly thanked Avril Dormon for the 
generous donation of £100 to help fund the event.  He is considering extending the distance of the novice event & will 
discuss it with his Swim Committee.  He expressed thanks to all his helpers. 
Proposed: P Morgan   Seconded: J Classen In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
17i. River Dee: submitted as written on page 35 of the Annual Report. 
Proposed: A Wright   Seconded: J Wilkin Oxley In favour: 27 Abstentions: 2 
 
17j. St Mary’s Loch: submitted as written on page 34 of the Annual report.  The Secretary wished to encourage people 
to support the event set in the most beautiful surroundings.  H Beveridge commented that last year, the wetsuit option 
was not shown for Online Entries.  A Wight is dealing with this as it is accepted that the wetsuit category is for 3 miles 
or thereabouts.  P Morgan stated that she is against wetsuits.  The Secretary reminded the meeting that wet suited 
swimmers are not part of the championship but receive a certificate for their time.  G J Smith told members that the 
precedent of ‘differences’ was set in the first Windermere Championship when Jenny James, a professional swimmer, 
was allowed to swim, starting a short time after the main event, for a time but not as part of the championship.  G 
Stables said that a wet suit swim was not an individual swim but permitted in conjunction with the Championships 
event. 
Proposed: C Hickling  Seconded: H Beveridge In favour: 28  Abstentions: 1 
 
17k. Torbay Championship’s: did not run n 2013 as Rosie Jordan, the Secretary had to withdraw very late due to 
domestic circumstances but P Larrad stepped in to help out.  Due to the cold early season entries were very low & on 
review, P Larrad wanted to cancel the even before the closing date.  The Emergency Committee decided to maintain the 
event until true viability could be assessed at the closing date. It was then scheduled to make a minimum £1300 loss on 
the number of entries.  M Pike said she had swum in the 3rd Torbay championships with only 12 entrants & in her view 
needed a minimum of power boat cover.  C Hickling reminded her that this is not the 1960s as now the insurers require 
power boat details in advance & even if sourced locally the costs would be very substantial.  All appropriate procedures 
had been followed.  M Sheridan applauded the Emergency committee for the early cancellation as it had not cost him a 
loss, as a swimmer. B Thomas reminded members that it is a BLDSA rule that at least one BLDSA boat must be at 
every swim.  G Jackson, a recent recruit to the BLDSA, queried distances which can be swum as variations can attract 
people & was told there is an open, 8 mile two way senior swim & a veteran 4 mile one way swim which are considered 
safe option.  G Stables pointed out that there is no secretary at present, who would be responsible for local negotiations.  
B Thomas expressed concern that the cost of entering the Veterans’ One Way was the same as the Senior 2 Way.  This 
was noted.  A Wright informed members that whilst P Larrad does not choose to be secretary this year but will continue 
if asked & has started organising the process.  The President offered his own & the Association’s thanks to Peter for 
that. 
Proposed: J Classen  Seconded: P Morgan  In favour: 28 Abstentions. 1 
 
17l. Ullswater: Submitted as written on Page 3 which recorded that it was abandoned.  P Morgan challenged the 
Abandonment Rule which states ‘one out all out’.  C Hickling explained:- Abandonment is a dynamic, on the day 
decision following the paper plan procedures.  The Race controller makes the call from when the boat-crew must take 
make a dynamic Risk Assessment on how to remove the swimmers & kayaker. The race leaders (2) were left swimming 
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in calm waters (but aware of the abandonment) whilst other swimmers/kayakers were rescued & removed to the 
evacuation point.  The two swam on to safety but did not complete the swim.  All procedures were followed.  The 
President clarified that he was on the lead boat, which was in front of the very bad weather.  He went back to help with 
the rescue.  When he returned to the front, for the same purpose, one swimmer had left the water & the other swam 
through to the scheduled finish beach but had not been credited with a finish as the race was abandoned.  P Morgan 
protested but the President re-iterated that there was not the safe capacity to lift all swimmers/kayakers from the water at 
once.  M Pike asked for the numbers involved as she had heard that one kayaker was in the water for 40 minutes.  There 
were 12 swimmers & 12 kayakers & C Hickling stated categorically that the report was incorrect. M Sheridan applauded 
the safety boat crews for their professional method of abandonment in winds Force 6 gusting to Force 7, which had not 
been forecast.  L L Hickling concluded that after talking to many swimmers the previous evening, they are all coming 
back in 2014. 
Proposed: P Yorke   Seconded: C Hickling In favour: 25 Against: 1
 Abstentions: 3  
 
17m. Wykeham: submitted as written on page 23 of the Annual report, with thanks to all helpers. 
Proposed:  L Du Cane  Seconded: C Blair  In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
17n. Windermere: submitted as written on page 23 of the Annual report. 
Proposed: D Llewellyn  Seconded: S Wright  In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
17o. Windermere 2 Way: submitted as written on page 30 in the Annual report with thanks to all who helped this year 
& over the last 18 years, as Secretary (Gill Stables) is stepping down with good wishes for the future. 
The President wished to record the thanks of the Association for all the work over the last 18 years. 
Proposed: G Stables  Seconded: L L Hickling In favour: 28 Abstentions: 1 
 
17p. Grand Prix: submitted as written on page 37 in the Annual Report with thanks for the assistance of D Llewellyn 
for her help.  G Stables now has a new computer!  She urged secretaries to send race information, preferably in Excel 
format, & to identify veterans as soon as possible after the race completion so that tables can be compiled.  D Llewellyn 
confirmed that the new web-site will use Excel format.  H Beveridge suggested a standardised format & also pointed out 
that St Mary’s Loch showed the 2 Way as 6 miles when it should be 6.5 miles. Action point 
Proposed: G Stables  Seconded: L Du Cane In favour: 26 Abstentions: 2 
 
17q. Postal Swim:  this was reported on by A Wright who noted that Dr Alan Pomfret has stepped down as organiser, 
after 5 years & has been replaced by Mandy Reid.  No written report has been included.  Noted. 
 
18. Submitted query:  P Morgan had written to query why some swims have On-line entries only as no one in her 
family has access to a computer to complete entries for her 12 year old grandson.  She feels it is discrimination.  Jean 
Wilkin Oxley offered to act as a central point for non IT members to assist them with entries etc. G Stables offered to 
support.  P Morgan accepted with pleasure.  C Hickling reminded members that the BLDSA is run by volunteers & 
some of them have decided to move to On Line entries as it is swifter & takes up less of their volunteer working time.  
M Pike commented that she runs 2 swims with written entries only as parents have sign for juniors. Action Point 
 
19. Special Awards:   J Classen read out the list of special awards given at the Awards Ceremony: James Brennan – C 
Hickling, Harry Moffatt – Pete Fellows, Hans Belay – Michaela Richard, Fred Slater – Mark Sheridan, Breaststroke 
trophy – Phil Yorke, Tom Butcher – Tom Roberts, Elise Brook – Joseph Newton, Avril & Alan Mitchell – Ray Ash, 
Brierley Law – Margaret Smith, Special Awards – Dr Alan Pomfret for his work with the Postal Swim & Alex Weir for 
his help in the Ullswater abandonment.   The Enoch Tarder Trophy was won by Martyn Coates, after the Annual Dinner 
& raised £63.02.  The Keeting Trophies will acknowledge individual attempts at the single Windermere & ratified by the 
Recorder (one male & one female), as from 2014. 
 
20. Long Service Awards:  The President was delighted to award long service shields to Dee Llewellyn & Jacky 
Classen for 15 years’ service each to the BLDSA Executive. 
 
21. Alteration to Rules:  The Executive wished to amend the Constitutional Rules: 
Current Rule: 2 - OBJECTIVES 2.2 To ensure adequate safety standards and the promotion of a Pilot Life-Saver 
scheme. 
Delete the second part of the sentence so that rule becomes 2.2 to ensure adequate safety standards. 
Proposed:             The Executive  Seconded: L L Hickling In favour: 26 Against: 2
 Abstentions: 1 
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22. Subscriptions:  
Proposal:  That annual subscriptions for 2015 be increased, after many years of no changes.  It was proposed to increase 
Senior Annual Membership to £35, Junior Annual Membership to £12, Non- Swimming Membership to £12.   
Proposed:              The Executive  Seconded: P Yorke  In favour: 26 Against: 2
 Abstentions: 1 
 
Affiliated Clubs: Insurance renewal this year has been lengthy & challenging. The Agents transferred the insurances to 
Hiscox after Royal Sun Alliance withdrew.  The result is that insurance for affiliated clubs has increased to £1465.  
There were 12 affiliated clubs in 2013.  
Proposal:  That Club Affiliation Fees increase from £65 to £125 in the 2015 season. 
Proposed:                A Wright  Seconded: P Llewellyn In favour: 26 Against: 2 Abstentions: 1 
 
23. Declared Items:  
23a. P Morgan had written with queries.  She agreed that most had mainly been addressed, although she was not happy 
with the results.  However, she wished to raise the non-receipt of handbook updates annual information in late spring.  
She uses her Handbook regularly. & as a result did not know who the Officers were or details of the new President.  M 
Pike added that she has 3 copies of the handbook & 3 years ago she received one set of updates & nothing since.  V 
Classen said that items are posted but the BLDSA is not be responsible for delivery/non-delivery.  He did apologise for 
the late despatch & thanked Mrs Morgan for bringing it to his attention.  He will send out further copies on his return 
home.        Action Point 
M Pike urged that items should not be put in post boxes but taken to a Post Office counter which V Classen confirmed is 
the his method of choice.  P Morgan reiterated that if a member is not On Line they are not getting information 
Proposal: D Llewellyn will put approximate time lines for the despatch of documents on line & that those needing it in 
writing will need to let the Association know.  (Approximate timings are: Annual report – Nov/Dec, AGM papers – Jan, 
Updates – April/May)  
Proposed:              D Llewellyn  Seconded: J Wilkin Oxley All in favour  
 
23b. AOB will not be on next year’s agenda.  If people wish to raise an item it must be submitted in writing, in advance.                  
Action Point       
 
24. Installation of new President:   The current President, Vince Classen installed his successor Pat Llewellyn & 
wished her well in the coming year.  The President’s first duty was to invest the Immediate Past President with his jewel.  
Pat Llewellyn thanked members for their confidence in her & also thanked all Officer’s & Committee Members, 
especially those not standing for re-election. 
 
Two members left the meeting at 12.45 (A Dormon & S Smith). 
 
25. Election of Officers:  
25a. Proposed: that all existing officers, apart from the Hon Child & Vulnerable Protection Officer be re-elected en 
bloc:- 
Hon Gen Sec:                Andy Wright  Hon Treasurer:  Jean Wilkin Oxley Hon Min Sec:
 Margaret Smith 
Hon Publicity Officer:     Dee Llewellyn Hon Membership Officer: Vince Classen Hon Safety Officer: 
John Wilson 
Hon Recorder:               Gill Stables  Hon Trophies’ Sec  Jacky Classen Hon Insignia Officer: 
Liane L Hickling 
Hon Sports & Recreation Alliance:  Leslie Du Cane  Hon Rescue Boat Co-ordinator: Chris 
Hickling 
The position of Child & Vulnerable Adult Protection Officer remained vacant.     
        Action Point 
Proposed:               Pat Llewellyn  Seconded: A Wright/M J Smith  All in favour 
 
25b. Past Presidents who serve as of right: Vince Classen & Liane Llewellyn Hickling 
 
25c. Election of Executive Committee Members: the following were offered en bloc: Graham McIntyre, Paul Tew, 
Janet Wilson, Joe Wilkin Oxley, Thomas Noblett, Philip Yorke, Mark Sheridan, Jo Blackburn, Mick Blackburn.  The 
Membership Secretary pointed out that as Thomas Noblett is not a member he cannot be elected during this voting 
round, but could be co-opted if he renews his membership & is still willing to serve.  This was accepted by the President 
& the list amended as stated. 
Proposed:                Margaret Smith  Seconded: Andy Wright  All in favour 
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25d. The following new Executive member, Garry Jackson, was proposed for election, having been nominated & a pen 
picture circulated.  
Proposed:                 Mark Sheridan  Seconded: Andy Wright  All in favour 
 
25e. Championship Honorary Secretaries: 
Champion of Champions: Leslie Du Cane  Colwick Park:  Peter Hawksworth 
Coniston Seniors & Juniors: Jean Wilkin Oxley  Coniston Veterans: Vince Classen 
Dee Bridge to Bridge: Steve Brearey  Derwentwater:  Jo Blackburn 
Llyn Tegid: Andy Wright  Loch Lomond:  Janet Wilson 
Lynn Regis: Steve Smith  St Mary’s Loch:  Janet Wilson 
Torbay: Peter Larrad  Windermere:  Dee Llewellyn 
Windermere 2 Way: Mark Sheridan  Wykeham Lake:  Liane Llewellyn Hickling 
Ullswater: Jacky Classen  Postal Swim:  Warrington Dolphins (Mandy Reid) 
Proposed:                   Andy Wright  Seconded: Margaret Smith  All in favour 
 
One member left the meeting at 13.04 (M Sheridan) 
 
25f. Appointment of Honorary Internal Examiners: Paul Tew & Leslie Du Cane were proposed. 
Proposed:                   Andy Wright  Seconded: Margaret Smith:  All in favour 
 
26. The President thanked members for their attendance & closed the meeting at 13.10. 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 
 
Those members in attendance were: Helen Beveridge, Colleen Blair, Percy Bull, Vince Classen, Jacky Classen, 
Martyn Coates, Sue Coates, Avril Dormon, Leslie Du Cane, Greta Gall, Chris Hickling, Garry Jackson, Dee Llewellyn, 
Pat Llewellyn, Liane Llewellyn Hickling, Pam Morgan, Marguerite Pike, Mark Sheridan, Margaret Smith, Graham 
Smith, Steve Smith, Gill Stables, Paul Tew, Beverley Thomas, Jean Wilkin Oxley, Janet Wilson, Andrew Wright, 
Sandra Wright, Philip Yorke. 
Visitors in attendance were: Ray Ash, Alan Spalding, Rob Sherburn.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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