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President’s Report for 2025 
 
It has been another proud year, being your President. 
 
I have really enjoyed seeing you all at the swims. I managed to get wet myself as well as 
covering first aid and timekeeping roles. 
 
It was, again, good to see a variety of nationalities at our swims and completing swim 
recognition. 
 
I would like to give a big thank you for all your support and understanding throughout the year. 
My appreciation goes to all the volunteers, swimmer’s friends and family who support on shore 
and sometimes on the water, we couldn’t do this without you. A sterling effort was put in by the 
swim secretaries and their teams, giving up any number of hours to get swims put on. 
 
It is always amazing the amount of work that gets done behind the scenes by our entirely 
volunteer committee and others. This includes things like finances, health and safety, the safety 
boats and member communications. 
 
Following are a few of my highlights from the season: 
 
It was great to see the success of the Natural Spring Water Challenge, 12-hour swim event at 
The New Bath Hotel. A well organised event, at a great venue. There was a wonderful and 
friendly atmosphere and people achieving things they thought they couldn’t. 
 
I was really pleased to see BLDSA member Paul Leonard return to complete his Kaiwi Channel 
swim, a real feat of mental toughness. Along with still having the energy having swum Loch 
Lomond with us in late August. 
 
Felipe Irvine, doing a great time as a junior skins’ swimmer on Windermere. Also, taking 
inspiration from Hector Pardoe’s Windermere record, we had a trio of, new to the BLDSA, 
younger senior swimmers take on the event this year, Billy Trapp putting a great time of 4:01:52, 
closely followed by Owen Williams in 4:10:06. 
 
There are opportunities for those wanting to help, both at swims and helping with admin.  Drop 
us an e-mail or a DM on Facebook if you are interested or want more info. 
 
Finally, thank you to those stepping down from roles after this season and welcome to those 
taking on roles in 2026. 
 
I’ll sign off now, thanks again for a great 2025 and looking forward to 2026. 
 
Philip Yorke 
BLDSA President 
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Event Reports 
 
Natural Spring Water Challenge – Matlock Bath 
12 April 2025 
 
Well, what an amazing day! 
 
When it was suggested in 2024, we try a 24 or 12 hour pool swim I offered to start the ball rolling 
as I live reasonably close to the venue. 
 
One year later I’m writing this report about the wonderful day that we had!  As it was the first 
time we had hosted anything like this, we opted for a 12 hour day version.  We only needed a 
small team of volunteers to run it as the lifeguarding aspect of the pool was included in the hire 
of the venue.  The volunteers were there mainly to promote the BLDSA, deal with any issues 
and serve lots of tea and coffee! 
 
Everything worked like a dream – the sun shone and even when it dipped behind the clouds, 
the air temperature was still around 17 degrees with a similar water temperature.  We had 
provided a heated marquee to huddle in if low spring temperatures were the order of the day 
but this was mainly used to hang up swimwear to dry as everyone sat on the grass enjoying the 
views.  We also hired 3 hot tubs which although well used, certainly would have been more 
popular had it been a cold, dull day! 
 
Just imagine swimming in a natural geo-thermal spring fed pool on a beautiful English spring 
day with blossom on the trees and buzzards flying overhead and you will begin to get a feel of 
why everyone had a smile on their faces ALL DAY LONG! 
 
We had 18 soloists doing the entire 12 miles.  All of them completed it in its entirely apart from 
one.  A rising superstar, Alexandra Jasper entered the water with no goggles and completed a 
half mile head-up breast-stroke on her first try.  She then managed a full mile followed by another 
half and then had a break for the next mile.  She returned after being given a pair of goggles 
from lost property which helped her out and, taking almost an hour for each subsequent mile, 
she entered the water time and time again.  Overall, she completed 9 out of the 12 miles.  Now 
if I mention that she had never swum more than 1 mile before, you will understand why I am 
calling her a superstar!  Her (un)usual sport is deadlifting which I am sure is where her mental 
stamina came from. 
 
Most of the soloists wore traditional swimwear with a couple wearing wetsuits.  Comically, Alan 
Yeoman started in a full suit and during the day changed from full to shortie to trunks for his 
final mile.  Steve Conway powered through mile after mile in his suit. Lady soloists outnumbered 
the men entering the water in colourful different swimsuits each time providing a very visual 
colourful display and if that sounds as though they were just there for decoration, they certainly 
were not!  Vicky Middlemast, Jessie Campbell and Hannah Litchfield swam each mile in less 
than 30 minutes in Lane 1 as did Julia Maguire in Lane 2. 
 
We had 15 relay teams of pairs or groups of 3.  A couple of the teams became soloists as their 
team members couldn’t make it after all, so they simply swam their element as though they were 
still in a team.  They were Louise Ensoll and Sarah Spicer so a big well done to them for 
persevering.  Kate Lee and Sian Evans completed 10 out of the 12 miles. 
 
It was good to see Wendy Figures and her team mate Helen Reader taking on a 2 person relay 
although if you look at the photos on social media, it may appear as though Wendy spent a lot 
of time in the hot tub!  Warrington Dolphins brought 2 teams.  Caroline Baldwin had teamed up 
with Jane Mulderrig and Susie Bourne for a team of 3 and local ladies, Rachel Hart, Angie 
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Clarke and Wendy Smedley also had a team of 3.  These ladies swim very regularly at the Lido 
but said it was the best swim they had ever seen there which was lovely to hear. 
 
It was lovely to meet up with old friends and to meet new.  This is such a lovely thing at swims.  
We had teams from Scotland, Wales, Devon, Norfolk, 2 teams from affiliate club Warrington 
Dolphins and plenty of local swimmers.  Andrew Wells, Helen Beveridge and Jane Sedman as 
you will know, are regular BLDSA swimmers and it was great that they could come and swim. 
 
At the Lido, there is a small lane that they call the hard shoulder.  This was not going to be used 
for the swim so we allowed one entrant, Alex White to have it all to himself.  Alex is planning to 
swim the English Channel in June and therefore completed 30km continuously (with just 2 small 
breaks).  Although this is totally different to what is coming, it gave him the opportunity to have 
a long swim but with temperatures lower than those in his local leisure centre!  Well done Alex 
and best of luck for June! 
 
Hot soup was served to swimmers at lunch time and I had made cake for a morning and 
afternoon snack which was all very well received.  Swimmers received a BLDSA branded mug 
in their “goody bag” which entitled them to free tea and coffee all day.  Anyone else purchasing 
a mug on the day received the same. 
 
As this was a totally different event than normal, the volunteers didn’t have their usual jobs – 
there was no need for Race Control or Timekeepers in the traditional sense.  We had a small 
team of President, Philip Yorke, First Aid, Janet Wilson who together with David and Nikki 
Kershaw, Robert and Louise Orgill, Tom and Celia Hardwick spent the day promoting the 
BLDSA, running the “pop-up café”, selling merchandise and generally talking to the swimmers 
and spectators leaving me to check the swimmers in and out of the water and Richard Hardy 
the runner – checking the hot tubs, making sure the heater in the marquee was in full working 
order, organising supplies and of course, drinking lots of tea! 
 
Everything worked like clockwork, the lifeguards were very impressed, we had lots of positive 
comments from the swimmers -many asking if it was going to be held next year and the hotel 
commented that other hotel guests were interested and watching the swim from their hotel 
balconies. 
 
Michelle Hardy 
Natural Spring Water Challenge Secretary 
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Soloists

Alan Yeoman Julia Maguire

Andrew  Wells Katie Hope

Archie Prentice Kim Riddoch-Redpath

Ben Anscombe Laura Sharpe

Daniel Whitaker Lee Johnson

Hannah Litchfield Lisa Marie Smith

Helen Beveridge Peter Cogings

Jane Sedman Steve Conw ay

Jessie Campbell Vicky Middlemast

2 Person Relay

Jacqui Mann/Helen Rolle Claire Bustin/Michelle Leach

Emily Seals/Jane Mintoft Marie Cow ie/Janet Briggs

Wendy Figures/Helen Reader Maria Adams/Mig Arbide

Caroline Lew is/Rachel Giles Sam Wyton/Lou Mayer

Mike Oxford/Justin Chacksfield

3 Person Relay

Andrew  Wright/Julie Trevor/Michaela Richard

Mike Garnock-Jones/Chrissie G-J/Mike Curtis

Rachel Hart/Angie Clark/Wendy Smedley

Caroline Baldw in/Jane Mulderrig/Susie Bourne
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Thrybergh Country Park 
18th May 2025 
 
It was great to see so many keen swimmers of varying ages, speeds and abilities turning up for 
the first proper BLDSA event of the season. Thrybergh is a great swim because it is what any 
individual swimmer wants to make it. For the experienced it is an early training swim for a longer 
event later in the summer. For those new to open water swimming, it gives a brilliant opportunity 
to test the water, whether with a buoyancy bag or in a wetsuit. And it is great to see, on 
completing the swim, the satisfaction it provides and the enthusiasm swimmers now have for 
their next event. 
 
Another good thing about Thyrbergh is you don’t normally need factor 50; veterans will know 
that our event, on the cusp of spring and summer, is often grey and overcast.  Swimmers are 
often preoccupied with the weather and water temperature. This year we were blessed with a 
warmer and drier than average early May. For me, it was especially pleasing to be officiating 
with a fantastic team of competent and capable safety and support crew on a gloriously bright 
and cheerfully sunny day - to be stood on the shore in the wind and rain is the last place any of 
us want to be. 
 
Remember that everyone who gets in the water is a star and everyone is a winner, and this year 
we had a well-attended event with a selection of ages and abilities, in traditional costume or 
wet-suit (but no fancy dress - Safety Officer -’Why did you say that?’ “Don’t mention fancy dress. 
We are not runners!’) 
 
Five different distances so a lot of winners, but not sadly in the relay. For me, winning at a 
BLDSA event can be determined by making a showing in one of or a combination of three 
categories; speed, doggedness and/or novelty. I hope you can recognise your personal ratio of 
these qualities in the following explanation. The full results are listed below so I will just give a 
shout out to some of the stars of the show. 
 
Speed is obvious, we’ve all got speed but some more than others, those with the most come 
first or make the podium - so hats off to Jane Nunn, Wendy Figures and Daniel Whitaker and 
Jim Lafferty - who all put in admirable performances in the 5k. In the 1k Gary Ridgeway and 
Amelia Isaacson both put in quick swims. On the day the fastest swimmer over all was arguably 
Emma Sharpe in the 5k non-traditional costume category in 01:22:55, or potentially Isla Yates 
doing the 3k in 00:43:17. All rapid athletes. Doggedness is for anyone who comes and does it, 
no matter the distance or the speed. Who knows what problems, obstacles or ailments people 
have to contend with but they just get on with it. I know a few swimmers in the open 1k who 
achieved something massive and personal in successfully completing one lap of the lake, but 
first prize for doggedness must go to Janet Myers who completed the 5k in 02:24:29. Novelty is 
for anyone who is new to this game, it might be youth or inexperience at any age, but they are 
challenging themselves, doing something new or in a different way to achieve a personal goal. 
The standout performers in this category could be Jessica Lewis in the 4k non-traditional 
costume event or Matilda Price in the 2k version being chased home in a time of 00:31:07, by 
a pod of Binks. Nobody ever said - ‘a family that swims together…’, but failing getting any 
entrants for my pet favourite the relay, the Binks all coming home in a 36 second time period is 
my highlight of the day. Well done to the Binks and everybody at Thrybergh 2025, the kayakers, 
first aiders, time-keepers and officials, Martin Fisher the Head Ranger and his staff at Thrybergh 
Country Park, and most importantly thank you, the swimmers, for your participation. I hope to 
see you all there next year, but in the meantime I’m off to find my tutu and hobnail boots. 
 
Kevin Welsh 
Thrybergh Swim Secretary 
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Results 

 
 
 

5k Mens 1st Daniel Whitaker 01:33:06 f/s

5k Mens 2nd Jim Lafferty 01:35:53 f/s

5k Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 01:46:04 f/s

5k Ladies 1st Jane Nunn 01:33:40 f/s

5k Ladies 2nd Wendy Figures 01:37:43 f/s

5k Ladies 3rd Louise Orgill 01:47:04 f/s

5k Ladies 4th Cecilia Hazelrigg 02:15:49 f/s

5k Ladies 5th Jane Sedman 02:20:56 Bst

5k Non Members Janet Myers 02:24:29 f/s

5k Non Traditional Costume Emma Sharpe 01:22:55 f/s

4k Non Traditional Costume 1st Jessica Lewis 01:02:43 f/s

3k Mens 1st Matthew Wright 01:01:43 f/s

3k Non Members Catriona Fraser 00:57:58 f/s

3k Non Traditional Costume Isla Yates 00:43:17 f/s

3k Non Traditional Costume Greg Banham 00:48:15 f/s

3k Non Traditional Costume Susan Harrison 01:05:35 f/s

2k Non Traditional Costume Matilda Price 00:31:07 f/s

2k Non Traditional Costume Charlie Binks 00:31:35 f/s

2k Non Traditional Costume Hettie Binks 00:31:50 f/s

2k Non Traditional Costume Darren Binks 00:32:11 f/s

2k Non Traditional Costume Thomas Lewis 00:35:12 f/s

2k Non Traditional Costume Antonia Isaacson 00:35:31 f/s

2k Non Traditional Costume Jesse Fielding 00:36:59 f/s

2k Non Traditional Costume Andrew Price 00:37:24 f/s

1k Open 1st Gary Ridgeway 00:18:51 f/s

1k Open 2nd Amelia Isaacson 00:19:14 f/s

1k Open 3rd Liz Cain 00:25:24 f/s

1k Open 4th Kalliopi Raissi-Sinclair 00:26:51 f/s

1k Open 5th Maggie Holdsworth 00:28:04 f/s

1k Open 6th Mandy Reid 00:30:06 f/s

1k Open 7th Rachel Crabbe 00:31:45 f/s

1k Open 8th Peter Hawksworth 00:34:08 f/s

1k Open 9th Rachel Smith 00:34:53 f/s

1k Open 10th Laura Hadgett 00:37:56 f/s
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Champion of Champions Dover 
21st June 2025 
 
After weather issues resulted in last year’s Champion of Champions cancellation; this year we 
were greeted with heat wave conditions in Dover. Early in the morning on the 21st of June the 
amazing team of volunteers started to assemble ahead of the first swimmers arriving at 
registration. In the end 48 swimmers arrived on the day with 36 competing in all three distances. 
Unfortunately, there were also quite a large number of no-shows, but this number was probably 
elevated due to the large number of entries rolled over from the previous year. 
 
Judging by the heat on the beach I was surprised to hear that the water temperature was only 
15° but I did not hear any complaints about it being too cold. Overall, the hot sun, cool water 
seemed very popular; especially when combined with the relatively flat sea conditions. 
 
With the half mile course in place the swimmers assembled on the stony beech ahead of the 
first swim the day; the 5-mile, scheduled for a 9:15 start. As we were just past high tide the 
section of beach next to the boat ramp was looking particularly small and the swimmers had to 
move a good distance out to reach the start buoy. 
 
After a quick countdown they were off, starting in a tightly packed bunch but soon spreading 
first into an elongated line then fragmenting. First to leave the water was Mattew Brekon in an 
incredible time of 1h 48 followed by Egor Tropeano and James Leitch. Kathryn Perry was first 
lady in 2h 15 closely followed by Bengisu Avci with Hannah Gillespie in third. Over the next 
couple of hours, the rest of the swimmers received their times with every swimmer completing 
the full 5 miles. 
 
The three-mile swim started at 13:30 and included an on the day entry. By this point the size of 
the beach had noticeably increased and we were much closer to the turn buoy. The beach had 
also started to fill up with beachgoers enjoying the sun and the water, they mostly stayed clear 
of the main circuit, but swimmers did need to weave through the gaps a bit as they completed 
their swim. Again, all swimmers starting the 3 mile event completed the distance with times 
ranging from 1h04:54 to 1h59:55. I saw a good number of happy swimmers across the speed 
range. 
 
The 1-mile event followed at 16:30 resulting in a lot of satisfied swimmers as they completed 
their days swimming. 
 
Amongst the speedsters, Matthew Breckon set a new Champion of Champions record of 
3h14:48 followed by James Leitch in 3h36:36 and Nils Young in 3h46:09. Kathryn Perry was 
first lady and only other swimmer under four hours in 3h57:38 followed by Bengisu Avci just 18 
seconds over the four-hour mark; Hannah Gillespie came in third. We had a good turnout for 
the presentation ceremony despite this being the only point in the day when the wind picked up 
and it even looked like it may rain. 
 
By 18:30 everything was packed away and the event was over. 
 
A massive thank you to the kayakers and the BLDSA volunteer officials and boat crews: Chris, 
Helen, Janet, Karen, Martyn, Michelle, Mick, Richard, and Sue; without you this event would not 
have been possible. 
 
Andrew Wells 
Champion of Champions Swim Secretary 
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Full Championship Results 
 

 

Senior Ladies 1st Kathryn Perry 03:57:38 f/s

Senior Ladies 2nd Bengisu Avci 04:00:18 f/s

Senior Ladies 3rd Hannah Gillespie 04:25:15 f/s

Senior Ladies 4th Laura Hardy 04:25:43 f/s

Senior Ladies 5th Jennifer Laffan 04:39:15 f/s

Senior Ladies 6th Laura Sharpe 04:53:24 f/s

Senior Ladies 7th Juliette Bigley 04:54:03 f/s

Senior Ladies 8th Lucy Ashdown-Parkes 04:57:49 f/s

Senior Ladies 9th Sharon Bellamy 05:01:49 f/s

Senior Ladies 10th Clair Harris 05:03:03 f/s

Senior Ladies 11th Holly Manktelow 05:16:23 f/s

Senior Ladies 12th Ingrid Chow 05:22:20 f/s

Senior Ladies 13th Anel Sytdykova 05:44:00 f/s

Senior Ladies 14th Helena Kicinski 05:45:37 f/s

Non Traditional Costume Andrea Crisp 05:34:59 f/s

Senior Mens 1st Matthew Breckon 03:14:48 f/s

Senior Mens 2nd James Leitch 03:36:36 f/s

Senior Mens 3rd Nils Young 03:46:09 f/s

Senior Mens 4th David Roche 04:00:08 f/s

Senior Mens 5th Quentin Lau 04:08:29 f/s

Senior Mens 6th Jeffrey Orenstein 04:10:54 f/s

Senior Mens 7th Peter Frost 04:14:17 f/s

Senior Mens 8th Tomas Meca 04:18:04 f/s

Senior Mens 9th Gareth Leachman 04:18:25 f/s

Senior Mens 10th Daniel Whitaker 04:24:34 f/s

Senior Mens 11th James Kemp 04:25:23 f/s

Senior Mens 12th Sacha Hickinbotham 04:28:48 f/s

Senior Mens 13th Chris Murray 04:34:22 f/s

Senior Mens 14th Steven Millard 04:41:42 f/s

Senior Mens 15th Stephen Maloney 04:45:06 f/s

Senior Mens 16th Andrew Short 04:54:13 f/s

Senior Mens 17th Luke Venables 05:01:51 f/s

Senior Mens 18th Premal Pattani 05:06:32 f/s

Senior Mens 19th Kenji Jesse 05:09:29 f/s

Senior Mens 20th Paul Layng 05:11:11 f/s

Senior Mens 21st Jon Southey 05:30:47 f/s
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Coniston Swim to the Sunset 
28th June 2025 
 
29 individual swimmers, 4 relay teams. 
 
Well, what can we say….? 
 
This is our second Swim to the Sunset and the weather to say the least was appalling. The wind 
and rain proved challenging with a rolling swell travelling up and slightly across the top end of 
the lake. With this in mind we still managed to start at 9am with 7 swimmers swimming around 
a 1.5k route for 12 hours. The weather did not improve during the day, but all swimmers clocked 
up the mileage. 
 
The 1 hour swims starting at various times throughout the day were just as challenging, some 
swimmers deciding to swim to the start buoy and then turning around to swim back to land. Hats 
off to this swimmer as they returned back to the lake to successfully swim the 500m course.  
At 2pm the 6 hour swimmers entered the water.  There were 5 in this category.  Again, all 
swimmers clocking up big distances.  The 4 relay teams had all chosen to swim the 6 hours. 
 
At 4pm 10 swimmers entered the water for the 3 hour event.  More good distances were clocked 
up. The only thing not to go as planned due to the lack of signal was Paul’s communication 
device although with his kayaker, Jo Blackburn they soon had a plan B. 
 
All swimmers exited the water with smiles and laughter. (What else could you do in the weather 
and water conditions?) 
 
Our thanks must go to all the volunteers without whom the event would not take place. The 
kayaking teams who worked shifts throughout the day, alternating with tea, bacon butties and 
trying to get dry before their next shift on the water. The 2 safety ribs kept everyone smiling, 
although they were wetter than if they had been swimming. All the water-based volunteers felt 
as if they had been on a roller coaster ride for the whole day. We would also like to thank the 
land-based volunteers who kept everyone in order. And of course, not forgetting all the fabulous 
swimmers for turning up and keeping us entertained all day! 
 
We will try and book better weather for next year.  
 
Karen Purdy and Helen Liddle 
Swim Secretaries 
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Torbay 
12th July 2025 
 
This is the 6th time Helen and I have run this event. 
 
Over those 6 years we have used the constructive feedback to try and implement improvements 
and we are constantly looking to improve going forward. 
 
It takes a great deal of work to run this swim in trying to pull together all the pieces of the puzzle 
to keep everyone safe out on the water and off the water and at the same time enjoying 
ourselves. 
 
The weather this year was absolutely perfect, we could not have wished for better conditions 
with a sunny day and a sea state flat and calm. 
 
This year we had 28 swimmers taking part with a Kayaker dedicated to each swimmer and 4 
ribs manned by safety crews on the water.  Two of our own boats manned by BLDSA crew and 
2 from Northern Exposure, manned with their own safety crew. 
 
To run this swim, we rely on a large number of volunteers who assist with the signing in process, 
numbering of swimmers and kayakers, briefing of competitors and swimmers, First Aid cover, 
turn judges.  Without all of these wonderful volunteers the swim would not go ahead.  Helen 
and I would like to say a MASSIVE big thank you to everyone that helps on the day.  We are 
also thankful to the Torbay and Paignton Harbour Master team. 
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The swim takes place on the regular course from Meadfoot Beach across to Fishcombe Cove 
(just next to Brixham harbour) and back to Meadfoot Beach. Our swimmers are a mixture of 
experienced Channel swimmers, swimmers planning to attempt the Channel and swimmers 
new to distance swimming.  The Torbay swim represents a tough challenge to experienced 
swimmers and non-experienced swimmers and we enjoy welcoming swimmers of all abilities to 
the event and encourage and share our knowledge to help them complete the challenge. 
 
We welcomed back a few swimmers this year who didn’t quite complete the challenge the 
previous year and we are delighted to say they completed this year.  Well done to all swimmers. 
 
The biggest challenge to this swim is finding Kayak support for our swimmers, if you are 
planning to come back and swim in 2026 and can bring your own Kayak support (must be a 
competent sea kayaker) this would be very helpful.  We have to acknowledge our regular 
kayakers for without their support this event could not go ahead, a massive Thank You to 
everyone involved in this swim. 
 
We look forward to welcoming back swimmers to our event. 
 
The swim next year is Saturday 11th July 2026 starting at 11am at Meadfoot Beach. 
See you next year.   Stay safe and enjoy swimming. 
 
Steve & Helen Price 
Swim Secretaries 
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Results 
 

 

8 mile Ladies 1st Julia Pritchard 04:29:17 f/s

8 mile Ladies 2nd Juliette Bigley 04:44:04 f/s

8 mile Ladies 3rd Mabel Naisbitt 04:46:12 f/s

8 mile Ladies 4th Laura Lopez Bonilla 04:46:18 f/s

8 mile Ladies 5th Halani Moss-Veta 04:48:56 f/s

8 mile Ladies 6th Kate Robarts 05:05:57 f/s

8 mile Ladies 7th Serena Strickland 05:16:46 f/s

4 mile Veteran Ladies 1st Julia Pritchard 02:03:00 f/s

4 mile Veteran Ladies 2nd Halani Moss-Veta 02:09:14 f/s

4 mile Veteran Ladies 3rd Kate Robarts 02:11:13 f/s

8 mile Mens 1st Nils Young 03:15:11 f/s

8 mile Mens 2nd David Roche 03:37:42 f/s

8 mile Mens 3rd Tomas Meca 03:46:58 f/s

8 mile Mens 4th Peter Frost 03:54:02 f/s

8 mile Mens 5th Carlton Chislett 04:09:59 f/s

8 mile Mens 6th Christopher Murray 04:25:20 f/s

8 mile Mens 7th Premal Pattani 04:35:36 f/s

8 mile Mens 8th Ian Down 04:47:13 f/s

8 mile Mens 9th Andrew Wells 04:53:09 f/s

8 mile Mens 10th Ken Williams 04:58:02 f/s

4 mile Veteran Mens 1st Nils Young 01:32:15 f/s

4 mile Veteran Mens 2nd Carlton Chislett 01:56:08 f/s

4 mile Veteran Mens 3rd Chris Murray 01:57:19 f/s

4 mile Veteran Mens 4th Andrew Wells 02:10:20 f/s

4 mile Veteran Mens 5th Ken Williams 02:16:03 f/s

4 mile Veteran Mens 6th Ian Down 02:17:13 f/s

8 mile Non Traditional Costume Kerry Friend 05:01:26 f/s

8 mile Non Traditional Costume Rachel Hunt 05:28:31 f/s

8 mile Non Members Alex Carter 03:57:18 f/s

8 mile Non Members Steven Millard 04:09:46 f/s

8 mile Non Members Rachael Carter 04:14:20 f/s

8 mile Non Members Anouska Roger-Smith 04:30:10 f/s

8 mile Non Members Sacha Houghton 04:31:35 f/s

8 mile Non Members Eamon Wright 04:38:42 f/s

8 mile Non Members Rosie Cardale 05:07:29 f/s

4 mile Non Traditional Costume Kerry Friend 02:14:20 f/s

4 mile Non Members Paul Young 01:33:20 f/s

4 mile Non Members Sam Cottingham 02:31:32 f/s

4 mile Non Members Judith Coker 02:58:30 f/s
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Coniston 
19th/20th July 2025 
 
I’m going to start with a thank you to my volunteers.  This is the 4th time that I have organised 
the Coniston weekend and I have had broadly the same team of volunteers and kayakers each 
time so a big thank you to all of you for supporting me again this year. 
 
Safety Boat Crew – Mick Blackburn, Richard Hardy, David Kershaw, Nikki Kershaw 
Race Controller – Karen Purdy, Robert Orgill 
First Aid Marshalls – Janet Wilson, Jean Wilkin-Oxley 
Time Keepers – Lois McCray, Louise Orgill, Robert Orgill 
 
BLDSA sourced kayakers – Jo Blackburn, Gayle Moore, Michael Moore, Alex Roots, Darren 
Thompson and Peter Ellwood 
 
Slightly higher numbers this year for both swims – 12 entered the full length and 8 for the shorter 
course.  One person on each day was unable to attend but everyone who entered the water 
completed their swim.  No incidents were recorded and the first aid team simply had to enjoy 
the scenery which is always good. 
 
We crossed the lake back to the original starting place for the full-length swim.  We are no longer 
able to use the Lakeland Adventure Centre for the start of the swim.  The swimmers, however, 
were still in the same place as they line up between the headland of the Adventure Centre and 
the Jetty, it was just the officials that were “on the wrong side” at Lake Bank Pier. 
 
On Saturday, our regular member swimmers Louise Orgill and Helen Beveridge returned to 
Coniston for another length.  It was a similar story in the men’s category.  Andrew Wells and 
Philip Yorke being regular swimmers here.  Matthew Breckon fresh from Champion of 
Champions came in first in a storming time of 1 hour 54 minutes 51 seconds.  He was followed 
by non-member Patrick Welsh (accompanied by his dad, BLDSA regular swimmer Kevin, in his 
kayak).  The most notable swim of the day though has to be Paul Davis.  Paul has been blind 
since birth and using a communications system with Jo Blackburn (kayaker) he completed the 
full length in a very respectable time of 4 hours 17 minutes 41 seconds.  Well done Paul. 
 
We had a staggered start on both days which meant that swimmers all finished reasonably close 
together and the safety team were easily able to monitor them as they were grouped closely in 
the water without spreading out too far. 
 
On Sunday, we had one junior swimmer, Matilda Critchley.  This was her longest swim to date 
and her first with BLDSA.  We hope to see her at some of our other events.  Philip Yorke had 
company with Ian Murphy also swimming breaststroke.  Ian’s last swim with BLDSA was in 2010 
and he returned with his daughter providing kayak support and his grandson waiting on the 
shore to welcome him after his swim.  We were also joined by 2 members of Warrington 
Dolphins – Julie Trevor and Kalliopi Raissi-Sinclair.  They were both really bubbling with 
excitement at the start and were very happy to finish with respectable finish times.  Again, this 
was Kalliopi’s longest swim to date. 
 
We had 3 swimmers completing swims on both days, so a huge congratulations to them – Helen 
Beveridge, Andrew Wells and Philip Yorke. 
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The water temperature was a pleasant 19 degrees on both days.  The weather probably turned 
out better than expected.  We had a few rain showers on the Saturday but probably most 
annoying was the rain coming down on Sunday when everyone had finished and it was time to 
pack up.  Sorting the boats in the rain and packing up the first aid tent is not great when it’s 
pouring down! 
 
Michelle Hardy 
Swim Secretary 
 
Results 
 

3.85 miles Mens 1st Andrew Wells 02:22:16 f/s 

3.85 miles Mens 2nd Philip Yorke 03:45:35 Bst 

3.85 miles Ladies 1st Helen Beveridge 02:49:03 f/s 

3.85 miles Non Members   Matilda Critchley 02:20:08 f/s 

3.85 miles Non Members   Julie Trevor 02:30:02 f/s 

3.85 miles Non Members   Ian Murphy 02:44:29 Bst 

3.85 miles Non Members   Kalliopi Raissi-Sinclair 03:07:54 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 1st Louise Orgill 03:25:19 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 2nd Helen Beveridge 04:03:22 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 1st Matthew Breckon 01:54:51 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 2nd Chris Murray 03:01:15 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 03:15:21 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 4th Davin Foster 03:35:44 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 5th Kevin McCalden 03:47:11 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 6th Paul Davis 04:17:41 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 7th Philip Yorke 05:05:05 Bst 

5.25 miles Non Members   Patrick Welsh 02:55:05 f/s 
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Ullswater 
9th August 2025 
 
With just 5 swimmers on the entry list, Ullswater seems to have fallen in popularity and new 
ideas need to be formulated to promote it.  By the time the day of the event arrived, just 3 
swimmers entered the water. 
 
On top of that, the weather was poor again this year and therefore a decision was made to 
reduce the swim to laps of a circuit instead of the full length.  Even the Steamers had decided 
not to sail! 
 
A circuit of 2 miles in total was set up by the safety team.  This went from the shore of the beach 
rather than the edge of the Steamer jetty and went up to Norfolk Island.  A buoy was positioned 
for the turn point.  Jane Sedman, swimming breaststroke decided that 1 lap was enough for her 
but the 2 remaining swimmers – Chris Murray and Andrew Wells completed 3 laps.  All 
swimmers noted how challenging the conditions were and we thank them for their understanding 
of the altered course. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped out on the day particularly to Jean Wilkin-Oxley for 
taking on my duties as I was unable to attend and to Jo Blackburn for offering to be part of the 
safety team as Martyn Coates was unwell.  I understand that the sun did eventually arrive when 
everyone was packing up to leave for the day! 
 
Safety Team – Mick Blackburn, Jo Blackburn, Richard Hardy, David Kershaw 
First Aid – Karen Purdy, Celia Hardwick 
Timekeepers – Nikki Kershaw, Louise Orgill, Robert Orgill 
Extra support kayakers – Michael Moore, Ryan Nobbs 
 
Michelle Hardy 
Ullswater Swim Secretary 
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Results 
 

7 miles in circuits Mens 1st Chris Murray 03:48:41 f/s 

7 miles in circuits Mens 2nd Andrew Wells 04:05:38 f/s 

2 miles in circuits Ladies 1st Jane Sedman 01:53:30 Bst 
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Derwentwater Triangle Championship 
10th August 2025  
 
The annual Derwentwater Swim takes place the day after our Ullswater event. This year the 
very wet and windy weather forced us to complete an adapted Ullswater course and so we were 
desperately hoping for a change in weather overnight. Thankfully we were not disappointed and 
started the day with blue skies and sunshine! The full 5 mile course of the swim could go ahead 
as planned. 
 
It was lovely to see some new faces join this year as well as familiar faces returning. We 
unfortunately had a couple of swimmers unable to join at the last minute due to unforeseen 
circumstances which left 5 entrants on the day. All swimmers started their challenge together 
at 9.30 AM. We welcomed swimmers in both traditional swimsuits and wetsuits and I'm very 
happy to report that all 5 swimmers completed their swim successfully. 
 
We had 3 ladies complete the event, first to finish was Louise Orgill in a time of 02:47:47. The 
second lady to finish was Shirley Keeton in a time of 03:02:51 and the third lady to complete the 
5 mile course was Alex Sedman in a time of 04:50:30. Alex was also accompanied by 
Jane Sedman in the kayak who swam in the Ullswater event the day before whilst Alex kayaked. 
It’s lovely for us to see pairs take it in turns swimming and kayaking for each other at these 
events. 
 
We had two gentlemen also complete their swims. First home in a time of 02:35:21 was 
Chris Murray, followed by Andrew Wells in a time of 02:44:40. Both men also completed the 
7 mile Ullswater swim just 24 hours before and so successfully completed our North Lakes 
Challenge. Well done Chris and Andrew! 
 
I would just like to finish with a massive well done to the kayakers that accompanied the 
swimmers and the volunteers that came to help out on the day! Especially to those who were 
flexible in the face of illness and stepped in to help last minute and to those who happily switched 
job roles to allow the swim to go ahead. Thank you so much for the support as without the 
volunteers and safety crews the swims wouldn't be able to take place. 
 
Nikki Kershaw 
Swim Secretary 
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Results 
 

5.25 miles Mens 1st Chris Murray 02:35:21 f/s 

5.25 miles Mens 2nd Andrew Wells 02:44:40 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 1st Louise Orgill 02:47:47 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 2nd Shirley Keeton 03:02:51 f/s 

5.25 miles Ladies 3rd Alex Sedman 04:50:30 f/s 

5.25 miles Non Traditional Costume   Chris Blake 03:12:56 f/s 
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Loch Lomond 
23rd August 2025 
 
This year we resurrected our 1km event before the main event to swim the 21.6 miles length of 
Loch Lomond. 8 people put themselves forward to swim 1km in the bay at Ardlui, and were 
pleasantly surprised to find the water temperature at 17 degrees C. 6 were veterans of the 
game, one who had dipped toes in before and one completely new convert. 
 

 
 
Once this was over the serious swimmers began to arrive for the staggered start of the full-
length event. The staggered start is done with the aim of everyone finishing around 8am next 
morning. This year all 7 entrants were veterans, 3 men and 4 women, all choosing to swim in 
traditional costumes. 
 
Helen, Cora and Alison all started at 2pm, Scott at 4pm, Halani and Andrew at 5pm and Paul at 
8pm. It was a perfect night with no wind and water temperature between 17 and 18 degrees.  
There were 12 officials following the swimmers all night including boat crew, first aiders, time 
keepers, breakfast cooks and an event controller. Each swimmer also had an escort craft and 
crew, and there were other supporters following the swim on land. 
 
The traditional breakfast was enjoyed by all on the beach at Balloch around 8 am on Sunday 
morning, followed by a presentation of 5 very well earned certificates to the following people: 
 

 
 
This is an extremely tough swim, and very much a team effort by all concerned, so 
congratulations and thank you to all. 
 
Janet Wilson 
Loch Lomond Swim Secretary 

1k 1st Nikki Kershaw 00:19:09 f/s

1k 2nd Michelle Hardy 00:20:25 f/s

1k 3rd Andrew Wright 00:20:53 f/s

1k 4th Fiona MacIntosh 00:24:30 f/s

1k 5th Jo Blackburn 00:27:53 f/s

1k 6th Jean Wilkin-Oxley 00:29:49 f/s

1k 7th Tally Beveridge 00:30:47 f/s

1k 8th Janet Wilson 00:39:01 f/s

21.6 miles Mens 1st Paul Leonard 11:58:03 f/s

21.6 miles Mens 2nd Andrew Wells 14:05:09 f/s

21.6 miles Mens 3rd Scott Watson 17:32:17 f/s

21.6 miles Ladies 1st Halani Foulsham 15:47:08 f/s

21.6 miles Ladies 2nd Cora Graham 19:19:44 f/s
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Windermere 
30th August 2025  
 
Massive THANK YOU to Swimmers, Volunteers, kayakers alike, as the weather was not looking 
good, with the threat of force 6/7 coming up the lake, we made the decision to move the start 
times forward to allow the swim to go ahead and like the troopers you all are you made the 
event happen. 
 
What a lovely morning, this was truly the day of two halves! all swimmers set off in great 
conditions. 
 
This year we had three Juniors one traditional 15yrs and two non-traditional 14yrs and 16yrs. 
All super swimmers and ones to watch out for in the future, 2 with Channel swims booked for 
next year, please keep us informed! 
 
I also want to mention one other swimmer who has only just turned 18yrs Barnaby, who did 
retire due to shoulder issues, but who completed his channel swim in June in under 10hrs and 
was on course for a great swim, good luck for the future. 
 
And what to say about the rest of the swimmers, we had swimmers who have completed Loch 
Lomond numerous times, to several first time 10.5 milers and you were all brilliant, some 
smashing their expected times!! Peter Morris, swimming his best swim!  He is no longer a 50min 
miler. 
 
So, for inspiration, today the eldest swimmer was 73yrs old and finished in 8hrs+.  I for one look 
forward to the challenge of hoping I can complete Windermere at 73yrs. congratulations 
Stephen Smith for an awesome swim. 
 
For all of you, I hope you achieved your own swimming goal. For me you were all amazing and 
thank you again for attending this BLDSA event. Today we had Swimmers attending from the 
south coast of England, West coast of Ireland and North Wales, Volunteers from the South 
coast to Scotland. 
 
This was my first Windermere end to end swim event as Swim Secretary, I have thoroughly 
enjoyed speaking to you and meeting you all finally in person today. 
 
Many thanks to all involved this is a massive team event that cannot run without any one of the 
team, I thank you all, as I felt very supported each time I reached out for your knowledge or 
guidance. 
 
I also would like to acknowledge, National Trust at Fell foot, the Lake wardens and rangers, who 
have been very supportive in my first year. 
 
Good look on your next swim adventures, Post on the social media we like to follow your 
journeys. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all next year! 
 
Karen Purdy 
Windermere Swim Secretary 
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Results 
 

 
 
  

10.5 miles Ladies 1st Laura Hardy 05:07:43 f/s

10.5 miles Ladies 2nd Michelle Hardy 06:25:55 f/s

10.5 miles Ladies 3rd Fionnuala Walsh 06:34:38 f/s

10.5 miles Mens 1st Peter Frost 05:30:50 f/s

10.5 miles Mens 2nd Chris Murray 05:51:00 f/s

10.5 miles Mens 3rd Andrew Wells 05:58:56 f/s

10.5 miles Mens 4th Peter Morris 06:45:32 f/s

10.5 miles Mens 5th Simon Lee 06:50:05 f/s

10.5 miles Mens 6th Ian Down 06:51:01 f/s

10.5 miles Mens 7th Stephen Smith 08:57:47 f/s

10.5 miles Mens 8th Stuart Clinton 09:24:33 f/s

10.5 miles Junior Boys 1st Felipe Irvine 04:51:12 f/s

10.5 miles Non Traditional Costume Billy Trapp 04:01:52 f/s

10.5 miles Non Traditional Costume Owen Williams 04:10:06 f/s

10.5 miles Non Traditional Costume Taylor Manning 05:24:09 f/s

10.5 miles Non Members DNF Barnaby Ryder DNF
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St Mary’s Loch Report 
7th September 2025 
 
St. Mary’s is a beautiful place and has become a firm favourite on the BLDSA calendar for 
swimmers, officials and support crew alike. This year was no different. It is remote, often cold, 
and devoid of the trappings of modern life such as phone signals, Wi-Fi, shops and coffee 
machines. And yet it attracts swimmers of all abilities, good camaraderie and a true altruistic 
spirit where everyone strives to help someone else achieve their goal. 
 
This year there was a shift in the type of swimmer it attracted with 25 people opting for the circuit 
events and only 4 for the full-length swims. Some of those in the circuit events were returning 
from previous years, and there was a good number of people entering for the first time. All had 
their personal reasons for being there whether it be to raise money for charity, a personal 
challenge, to get round the course in the fastest time, or just simply to get round the course. 
 
The results are split into categories of traditional and non-traditional costumes and distances of 
between 1 and 5 km and recorded separately, but no one seemed to mind who had come first 
or last, or what they were wearing.  It’s a good indication of how inclusive this event is when the 
1km times range from 18 mins to 2hours and 1 minute! 
 
The water temperature was around 14 degrees C, a drop of 4 degrees compared to Loch 
Lomond only 2 weeks before.  4 of our regular swimmers, all in traditional costumes, set out on 
one and two way swims, with 2 successful one-way swims and 2 successful two-way swims. 
 
The camping experience at Tibbie Sheils campsite didn’t disappoint either, with our hosts 
Alastair and Eleanor Moody going out of their way, as always, to make us welcome. The usual 
impromptu gathering of musicians and other performers came together in the evening, again 
hosted by Alastair and Eleanor. 
 
Thank you to all of those who came to the event, including officials, boat crew, the families who 
made a camping weekend of it, and those who came to make music and meet with old friends. 
 
Janet Wilson 
St Mary’s Loch Swim Secretary 
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Results 
 

2 Way Ladies 1st Michelle Hardy 03:40:54 f/s 

2 Way Ladies 2nd Helen Beveridge 03:57:21 f/s 

1 Way Ladies 1st Alex Sedman 02:51:21 f/s 

1 km trad   1st Hazel Killingbeck 00:18:59 f/s 

1 km trad   2nd Andrew Bolton 00:18:59 f/s 

1 km trad   3rd Karen Purdy 00:22:07 f/s 

1 km trad   4th Sharon MacPherson 00:24:33   

1 km trad   5th Taisho Ramcharan 00:25:31   

1 km trad   6th Jo Blackburn 00:26:32 f/s 

1 km trad   7th Fern Fraser 00:28:17   

1 km trad   8th Alison Ramcharan 00:32:54   

1 km trad   9th Genevieve Rich 00:36:41   

1 km trad   10th Helena Belcher 00:49:47   

2 km trad   1st Michelle Hardy 00:41:53 f/s 

3 km trad   1st Jane Sedman 01:27:49 Bst 

4 km trad   1st Izzy Hutchinson 02:18:45   

1 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Lucy Anderson 00:26:06   

1 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Gillian Pearlman 02:01:21   

2 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Charlotte Kelley 00:45:53   

2 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Amy Craig 00:46:49   

2 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Tineke Kikke 01:26:42   

3 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Vamsi Krishna Viswanaduni 01:48:58   

4 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Archie Prentice 01:26:02   

5 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Alison Proctor 03:03:17   

5 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Gillian Parry 03:26:20   

5 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Fiona Penny 04:01:16   

5 km 
Non Traditional 
Costume   Liz Biggs 04:20:35   
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One Hour Swim Challenge & 30 Minute Swim Challenge 2025 
 
Congratulations to all entrants on another successful swim.  
 
To those of you who compete with us regularly, I hope you were happy with your entry into this 
year’s event and to those of you who joined us for the first time – welcome and we hope you 
enjoyed the experience. 
 
The two events offer different challenges to participants and a number of swimmers enter both. 
Numbers were much the same as last year, however we welcomed some new clubs this year, 
as well as larger entries from clubs who have entered the swim in previous years. This was very 
positive and adds to the competitive element of the event, for those who want to compete with 
their peers, or with themselves. 
 
As ever, I would like to express my thanks to all those who work behind the scenes to make the 
swim possible – club administrators and coaches, parents, carers and the BLDSA committee.  
 
We hope to see you all again in 2026. 
 
Caroline Lewis 
One Hour Swim Challenge Secretary 
 
  



Page 30 

Grand Prix 2025 
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Total
1 Halani Moss-Veta V 8 21 29
2 Cora Graham V 21 21
2 Michelle Hardy V 4 10 7 21
4 Laura Hardy S 9 10 19
5 Juliette Bigley S 9 8 17
6 Helen Beveridge V 5 3 6 14
7 Louise Orgill V 3 5 5 13
8 Laura Lopez-Bonilla V 4 8 12
9 Fionnuala Walsh V 10 10

10 Kathryn Perry S 9 9
10 Bengisu Avcı S 9 9
10 Hannah Gillespie S 9 9
10 Jennifer Laffan S 9 9
10 Laura Sharpe V 9 9
10 Lucy Ashdown-Parkes V 9 9
10 Sharon Bellamy V 9 9
10 Clair Harris M 9 9
10 Holly Manktelow V 9 9
10 Ingrid Chow S 9 9
10 Anel Sytdykova V 9 9
10 Helena Kicinski V 9 9
22 Julie Pritchard V 8 8
22 Mabel Naisbitt S 8 8
22 Serena Strickland S 8 8
22 Kate Robarts V 8 8
22 Alex Sedman S 5 3 8
27 Shirley Keeton V 5 5
28 Aletta Syfret V 4 4
28 Nikki Lau V 4 4
28 Jane Sedman  (B) V 3 1 4
31 Jane Nunn V 3 3
31 Wendy Figures V 3 3
31 Cecilia Hazlerigg S 3 3
34 Julie Kim S 1 1
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1 Andrew Wells V 3 8 5 3 7 5 21 10 62
2 Chris Murray V 9 8 5 7 5 10 44
3 Peter Frost S 9 8 10 27
4 Paul Leonard V 21 21
4 Scott Wilson V 21 21
6 Ian Down M 8 10 18
7 Nils Young V 9 8 17
7 David Roche V 9 8 17
7 Tomas Meca S 9 8 17
7 Premal Pattani S 9 8 17

11 Matthew Breckon S 9 5 14
11 Stephen Smith M 4 10 14
13 Daniel Whitaker V 3 9 12
14 Peter Morris S 10 10
14 Simon Lee M 10 10
14 Stuart  Clinton V 10 10
14 Felipe Irvine J 10 10
18 James Leitch V 9 9
18 Quentin Lau S 9 9
18 Jeffrey Orenstein V 9 9
18 Gareth Leachman V 9 9
18 James Kemp S 9 9
18 Sacha Hickinbotham S 9 9
18 Steven Millard S 9 9
18 Stephen Maloney V 9 9
18 Andrew Short V 9 9
18 Luke Venables V 9 9
18 Kenji Jesse V 9 9
18 Paul Layng V 9 9
18 Jon Southey V 9 9
31 Carlton Chislett M 8 8
31 Ken Williams V 8 8
31 Philip Yorke V 5 3 8
34 Davin Foster V 5 5
34 Kevin McCalden V 5 5
34 Paul Davis V 5 5
34 Egor Tropeano S 5 5
34 Daniel Bateman V 5 5
34 Riccardo Iacono V 5 5
34 Simon Kettle S 5 5
41 Jim Lafferty V 3 3
41 Daryl Cygler V 3 3
43 Alex White S 1 1
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Successful Swims by BLDSA Members 2025 – Well Done To All! 
 
English Channel Solo Swims 
 

Alex White 18/06/25 13 hrs 10 mins 
Hannah Gillespie 
BLDSA Swimmer of the Year 

23/07/25 15 hrs 22 mins 

David Roche 06/08/25 11 hrs 10 mins 
Mabel Naisbitt 09/08/25 13 hrs 28 mins 
Quentin Lau 29/09/25 12 hrs 26 mins 
Sharon Bellamy 29/09/25 15 hrs 14 mins 
Premal Pattani 30/09/25 13 hrs 08 mins 
Julia Pritchard 01/10/25 13 hrs 43 mins 
Luke Venables 09/10/25 14 hrs 45 mins 

 
Catalina Channel Solo Swims 
 

David Roche 06/10/25 10 hrs 31 mins 
Jeffrey Orenstein 01/10/25 10 hrs 49 mins 

 
20 Bridges Manhattan Swim 
 

Laura Sharpe 10/10/25 9 hrs 29 min 
Tomas Meca 14/09/25 8 hrs 44 mins 
Jeffrey Orenstein 20/07/25 8 hrs 30 mins 

 
Molokai Channel 
 

Paul Leonard 08/10/25 13 hrs 50 mins 
 
Triple Crown Swimmers 
 

Jeffrey Orenstein 01/10/25 
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Officers’ Reports 
 
Recorder’s Report 
2025 Swim Recognition 
 
Individual  
Loch Ness (Loch End – Fort Augustus) 
Amy Ennion 
21 July 2025. 11 hours 15 minutes 31 seconds 
 
Loch Ness (Fort Augustus – Loch End) 
Caroline Block 
11 August 2025. 15 hours 56 minutes 28 seconds 
Isabella Weatherall 
02 September 2025. 13 hours 18 minutes 00 seconds 
 
Loch Tay (Killin, beach at River Lochay – Kenmore, beach below Waterfront 
Restaurant) 
Helen Beveridge 
14 August 2025. 9 hours 03 minutes 42 seconds. 23.4 km 
 
Loch Shiel (Acharacle Slipway – Beach at Glenfinnan) 
Helen Beveridge 
26 August 2025. 11hours 32 minutes 48 seconds. 27 km 
 
Loch Lomond (Ardlui – Balloch) 
Alexandra Tooley 
24 August 2025. 14 hours 03 minutes 00 seconds 
 
Dounam Bay – Lady Bay 
Gavin Lee 
16 June 2025. 3 hours, 14 minutes, 18 seconds. 11.6km 
 
3 Lakes Challenge (Lake District) 
Kathryn Perry 22 July 2025. 
Total challenge time: 14 hours 10 minutes 00 seconds. 
Total swim time: 11 hours 38 minutes 00 seconds. 
(Ullswater: Glenridding to Pooley Bridge, 3:26:05, Windermere: Fellfoot to Waterhead, 
5:25:19, Coniston: Lake Bank Pier to Monk Coniston, 2:43:36) 
 
3 Lakes Challenge (UK) 
Helen Hislop 1 & 2 September 2025. 
Total swim time: 10 hours 35 minutes 00 seconds. 
(Coniston: Lake Bank Pier to Monk Coniston, 2:28:04; Ullswater: Glenridding to Pooley 
Bridge, 3:15:59; Windermere: Waterhead to Fellfoot, 4:50:57) 
 
Relay 
Eddystone Lighthouse (Eddystone Lighthouse – Plymouth Hoe) 
Turnchapel Mermaids (Louisa Duggan, Philippa Hall, Sian Lane, Lucy Allison) 
18 June 2025. 8 hours 58 minutes 28 seconds 
 
Philip Yorke 
Recorder 
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Safety Officer’s Report 
 
This year has been a bit of a blur, it’s just sped by, but the good news is once again we have 
had no safety issues to report. 
 
The boats and crews have worked hard and battled a few not-so-great days in the wet weather, 
but as usual got to the end of the event and still had a smile on their faces, (yes even the boats 
were smiling). 
 
A huge thankyou to the safety crews and committee members who make the BLDSA a joy to 
be involved with and to all the new and regular swimmers. See you all in the New Year. 
 
Richard Hardy 
Safety Officer 
 
Rescue Boat Coordinator’s Report 
 
As we close out another season, it’s once again time to reflect on what has been a year filled 
with dedication, teamwork, and remarkable achievements. Each event has showcased the very 
best of what the BLDSA is about and has to offer. None of this, however, would be possible 
without the tireless efforts of our volunteers and safety crews. 
 
Our safety boat team have once again gone above and beyond, travelling across the country to 
ensure that every swim is conducted safely. Their commitment often involving early starts, long 
days, and significant personal sacrifice forms the backbone of everything we do. On behalf of 
the Association and all our swimmers, we extend our sincere gratitude to every member of the 
team who has supported events this year. 
 
Special thanks are due to Richard, Mick, Martyn, Nikki, Chris, Andy, and Helen, whose 
continued dedication has been instrumental in keeping our swimmers safe. Thanks also have 
to go out to Northern Exposure Rescue for once again supporting our Torbay swim. 
 
The 2025 season has been a quiet season with no major incidents and the safety boats have 
performed well in various conditions. We have had one or two issues with our fixed VHF Radios 
which have on occasion made communication during events challenging, however for the most 
part this has been well managed. We will be looking to get these issues ironed out prior to the 
start of the 2026 season. 
 
This off season we will once again take stock of equipment and safety gear with a view to 
repairing or replacing anything that is worn or tired. The priority this year will be to have all dry 
suits pressure tested to ensure there are no leaks. 
 
Thank you again to every volunteer, swimmer and supporter for your contributions to a 
successful, enjoyable and rewarding 2025 swimming season. If anyone is interested in 
becoming part of the team, we always appreciate the extra help so please do get in touch. 
 
David Kershaw 
Safety Boat Co-Ordinator 
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Dinner Secretary’s Report 
 
Dinner Report 15th March 2025 
 
Held at The Last Post Memorial Bar 
 
AGM and Presentations followed by informal dinner 
 
This year’s venue was suggested by Martyn and Sue Coates.  Many of you will have seen 
Martyn’s vehicle at most swims promoting veterans from the armed forces and know that he 
served in the Army.  There are very few swims that Martyn and Sue do not attend so it was 
important to us to follow through on his suggestion. 
 
At the Last Post Memorial Bar, there is also The Don War Memorial museum and hub which 
contains memorabilia from all military conflicts and events.  We were met by a veteran who gave 
us all a tour of the museum and explained about how the Bar came into existence and continues 
to help veterans.  This was a very different venue to our usual places as it had nothing to do at 
all with swimming but everyone was very interested in the exhibits and found the Bar very 
informative. 
 
At the AGM, we welcomed Joyce McIntosh and Alan Spalding from YeAABA, one of our 
affiliated clubs.  They also stayed for the dinner afterwards.  Joyce has kindly offered to arrange 
and host the 2026 AGM. 
 
We all enjoyed the dinner cooked by Julie and her team, so a big thank you to them.  There 
followed karaoke in the bar – who knew what hidden talent we had among swimmers! 
 
Michelle Hardy 
 
BLDSA 200 Club  
 
Congratulations to the 2025 winners.  There are currently 108 tickets in the draw so 92 are 
available to you today, at £6 per number per year.  They are all in every draw during the season 
so potentially 38 chances of your number being drawn during the year.  You will see from the 
winners list some are very lucky but they may have multiple numbers in the draw.   
 
Please consider giving that additional little support to your association and there is always the 
potential to win your money back during the year. 
 
Please contact Michelle Hardy if you wish to purchase a number and be ready for the first draw 
for 2026. 
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BLDSA 200 Club winners 2025 
 

 
 
Michelle Hardy 
200 Club Administrator 

Month Amount No Name Amount No Name Amount No Name 

Jan £10 110 Andrew Wells £10 86 Steve Smith £5 61 Richard Hardy 

Feb £10 21 Margaret Smith £10 79 Paul Taylor £5 74 Richard Hardy 

March £10 50 Gill Stables £10 76 Leslie Du Cane £5 8 Vince Classen 

AGM 
 

£20 86 Steve Smith £20 103 Paul Tew N/A   

April 
 

£10 93 Leslie Du Cane £10 9 Tony Espin £5 120 Leslie Du Cane

May 
 

£10 34 Leslie Du Cane £10 20 Stephen Price £5 73 Keith Coleman 

June 
 

£10 9 Tony Espin £10 53 Amanda Bell £5 111 Martyn Coates 

July £10 97 Stephen Price £10 81 Duncan Heenan £5 60 Enid Simister 

Aug 
 

£10 106 Sue Coates £10 45 Amanda Bell £5 111 Martyn Coates 

Sept £10 84 Steve Smith £10 37 Graham McIntyre £5 9 Tony Espin 

Oct £10 52 Shona Beveridge £10 74 Richard Hardy £5 94 Paul Taylor 

Nov £10 68 Jackalyn Classen £10 55 Andrew Butler £5 89 Stephen Lawson 

Dec £10 8 Vince Classen £10 22 Helen Beveridge £5 26 M Perry 
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Affiliated Club Reports 
 
Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club 
 
Pier2Pier Sea Swim Isle of Wight 2025.  
 
The sun was shining and the wind blowing in the right direction on Saturday 9th August, enabling 
Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club to hold the 71st Pier2Pier Sea Swim from Sandown Pier to the 
site of the old Shanklin Pier. 
 
At 2pm 174 swimmers, 87 of these from the Island, entered the water and swam across the 1.8 
miles of the Bay. The fastest male swimmer was Benjamin van De Helstraete (Seaclose S.C) 
in 34:52 minutes and the fastest lady was Nikki Chapman (Black Lion SC) in 36:39 minutes. 
Benjamin was the fastest Island Male and Rosie Brooman (Seaclose S.C) the fastest Island 
Lady in 40:11. As the rest of the swimmers came up the beach to the finish line there were 
plenty of smiles of success. Huge congratulations to everyone! 
 
There was a large crowd to see the start and the finish, where they were entertained by the Fat 
Samba Band as the swimmers came in. The Trophies were presented by Chamber of 
Commerce CEO and Pier2Pier swimmer – Rob Johnson. 
 
We are so grateful to everyone who volunteered to help with the swim – both on land and at 
sea. Making sure we knew just who entered the water at Sandown and that all 174 swimmers 
arrived safely at Shanklin requires a lot of people to work together. Every year the crew of the 
Sandown and Shanklin Independent Lifeboat coordinate the flotilla of safety craft and private 
kayakers who accompany the swimmers. This year they were supported by Ryde Inshore 
Rescue and Bembridge RNLI Lifeboat. Ryde Beach Lifeguards once again played a vital role in 
guiding the swimmers to the Shanklin Sandown Rowing Club finish point, where they were 
provided with hot soup and other refreshments.  
 
Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club is able to contribute to the fundraising of all these 
organisations from the swimmers’ entry fees.  
 
Save the Dates for 2026 - 
Swim Meet - Saturday 7th February 
Pier2Pier Sea Swim Isle of Wight– Saturday 18th July, back-up Saturday 1st August 
Event details: tbc 
 
Fiona Claxton 
on behalf of Isle of Wight Marlins Swim Club 
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Warrington Dolphins Long Distance Swimming Club 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What an enjoyable and great year’s swimming we have experienced in this year. 
 
BLDSA 1HC & 30MC (Postal Swim) – We had 20 swimmers entering the event this year. From 
these swimmers we also entered 3 teams.  Most of the swims were undertaken on Monday 
evenings in February and March. Michaela was 1st in her age group in the 1hour challenge. 
While in the 30 minute challenge Chris Carter, Helen Taylor & Dave Bowker were all 1st in their 
respective age groups.  Our teams in the 1HC were a Ladies team in the 30+ age group who 
were 1st and a Gents in the 40+ age group who were 2nd. We also had a Ladies team in the 
30MC and they finished 2nd.  In total members swam a total of 43.4km. Thanks to Kalliopi for 
organising, collating results together.  We also need to thank Caroline Lewis (an ex-treasurer 
of the club who ran this national event on behalf of the club). 
 
1500m Championship - In early February we again held our 1500m event at Warrington’s 
Jubilee Hub, with 23 swimmers entered.  Once again Kalliopi organised a great event.  The 
fastest ladies and gents were Jess Burke and Matt Barnes. This year we also gave a certificate 
to the swimmer whose swim time was nearest their submitted time. James Coy-Cox was only 1 
second out.  The format was the same as last year, we hired a room in the building where we 
put on a buffet prior to the presentation.  This enabled us to have a more sociable element to 
the swim. Special thanks to Fiona for designing the event certificates, she did a fantastic job 
capturing the image of the pool. And many thanks to the timekeepers and helpers on the day, 
we could not have run the event without your help. 
 
Membership – Our membership has slightly increased on last year’s total which is very 
pleasing.  

 
 

 
 

BLDSA Matlock Natural Spa 12 miles 
in 12 hours – In April we had 5 
swimmers taking part.  The challenge 
was to swim 12 miles in 12 hours, either 
as a solo or team.  Teams could be either 
2 or 3 persons.  Our swimmers 
completed the challenge as one team of 
2 (Caroline & Rachel) and a team of 3 
(Michaela, Julie T & Andy W).  The water 
temperature was a comfortable 18C.  We 
all considered it to be a great event.  
Recently it has been announced that the 
event will be held again next year and 
entries open in November.  There has 
been much talk amongst members about 
next year’s event and a number have 
expressed their desire to undertake solo 
swim.  Others have expressed interest in 
swimming as a team 
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Budworth Tuesday Summer Sessions – We have had a great summer season of swimming 
this year (15th April until 16th September) with 23 planned sessions.  We had to cancel 2 sessions 
due to poor water quality.  Throughout the year there was a lovely camaraderie amongst 
everyone present, with the usual excellent encouraging attitude.  Simon was his usual 
encouraging self via his jovial self.  Water temperatures have been consistently high once the 
water warmed in late April, with a maximum 21C in June.  This meant the Andy’s phrase its 16C 
wasn’t heard too much.  We had a maximum of 24 swimmers in the water at one of the sessions. 
Thanks to all who helped, particular thanks to Fraser Dodd and Mike Rotherham who provided 
kayak safety cover.  Also needing to be thanked is Alison who provided her usual friendly and 
encouraging lake side support. 
 
Training - We continue to hold training sessions at Broomfields Leisure Centre (8pm to 9pm) 
on Monday nights. Numbers attending have been varied with a hard core of swimmers 
attending.     Our ‘Social lane’ has been very successful most of them have been swimming 
both in the pool and Budworth.  The session’s swim sets have included the usual variety. As 
preparation to Nick Morray’s Windermere swim, Nick came down to train. The most interesting 
comment Nick made the Monday before his swim was that he was suffering from a painful back. 
He thne reported that he was going back to the doctors to get stronger pain killers, but he would 
forget to say he was about to swim 10.5mile in a few days time! 
 
Budworth Challenge – In May we held the event which involved either a 1 mile or 2 miles swim 
around the mere.  We had a brilliant entry, and it was a great success. In the 1 mile swim first 
home were Sophie Breman in 22:33 and Andy Henderson in 29:27.  In the 2 mile swim 
Stuart Burch finished in 46:02 and Emma Sharpe in 47:58  Thanks, must be given to all who 
helped whether on the land or on the water.  A special thanks must be made to Budworth Sailing 
Club for the use of their facilities and their help.  Kalliopi helped lay out the course the evening 
before the swim.  The wind was a little strong and to put the large yellow buoys out on the other 
side of the lake took 40minutes to tow the 2 buoys across the lake.  When the task was finished 
putting the buoys out Kalliopi said we need a boat for next year! 
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Anderson Trophy - This year the committee decided to 
acknowledge Fiona Osbourne for her efforts 
associated with redesigning the Club badge, 
producing Posters and certificates. Fiona was 
awarded the Anderson Trophy at Budworth Sailing 
Club during our summer social evening in June.  Well 
done Fiona. 
 
BLDSA Coniston ‘Swim into the sunset’ – At the 
end of June the club dominated this event, when we 
had four teams and an individual entry, 18 in total.  The 
teams all entered the 6-hour slot and Nick Morray 
entered the 3-hour slot as an individual, swimming 
9km.  The teams were: 
A team of 6: Alison, Dave B, Kalliopi, Mandy, Karen 
and Helen R, 10.2km 
A team of 5: Mathew, Simon, Alexandra, Ellie & Andy 
W, 14.4km 
A team of 3: Julie T, Caroline & Michaela, 15.5km 
A team of 3: Jess, James & Rachel 20.8km 

 
The weather was not the best, but all enjoyed the event.  In total we swam 69.9km. 
Despite the wind, waves and rain everyone enjoyed the day.  Alison made a ‘schoolboy error’ 
when she got in the water and swam out to a guy who she thought was Dave Bowker only to 
find it wasn’t.  Later upon completing her second swim Alison looked up to see who from her 
team was coming in to take over from her, only to be told that no one was prepared to swim, so 
Alison swam off and completed another 500m. 
 

 
 
Individual Swims – It’s great once again to see the number of individuals entering swims.  I’m 
sure it can’t be the ‘Mileage Chart’ that is inspiring swims but there has been much talk and 
numerous messages about their latest swim be added to the chart.  Congratulations to Nick 
Morray who swam his first Windermere, this being the longest swim completed by a member 
for quite a few years.  Ellie Thomas is toping the mileage chart, with swims in Coniston and a 
couple of cold swims in Loch Ken. Well done all of you no matter the swim length, let’s improve 
our total next year. 
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Mileage Chart – For years we have recorded all the known miles swum by our members in 
events and this year we have had a pleasing increase in total mileage after a number of years 
of decline.  This year we swam 144miles in total, which is on its way back to our 2019 total.  
 
It was noticeable that Chris Carter lacked significant miles this season, a combination of 
grandchildren minding, dog minding or entertaining medical personnel caused the deficiency. 
However, he was part of a senior relay team who were aiming to become the oldest team to 
cross the Chanel. To Chris’s dislike things didn’t go to plan and the team was let down by one 
of the members whose lack of preparation resulted in the crossing being abandoned around a 
third of the way across. 
 
Budworth Handicap – We reintroduced this old event which we hadn’t been held for a number 
of years. It was very well attended.  So that the swim was inclusive, the ‘Nominal Distance’ was 
set as 400m.  The traditional idea was repeated where you submitted your time prior to the 
swim.  The winner being the closest to their submitted time.  James did a blistering swim but 
couldn’t beat Julie T’s 3 second difference.  We gave out prizes for the nearest, furthest out and 
2 spot prizes. It turned out to be a very enjoyable evening. The swim was finished by Anita 
producing Bacon Butties for everyone, thanks Anita.  After the swim Alexandra Miron shared a 
picture of her swim route, downloaded from her watch.  She commented that she perhaps 
should be disqualified as it appeared she swam the wrong course.  Nick Morray replied 
presenting his swim route and commented that he appeared to have swam up the hill and across 
the field!!!  Good old Garmin. 



Page 42 

 

 
 
Socials – In mid-June we held our annual summer social inside the Budworth Sailing Club 
house.  We had another great turnout with a buffet provided by members.  Thanks to Julie T for 
organising the event and everyone who brought food to make the buffet a success. 
 
After our last Tuesday Budworth session of the season we reassembled at the Cock O’Budworth 
for a social gathering.  At the social we made a presentation to Alison who returns home to 
south Wales after spending 4 years in Cheshire. Although you wouldn’t now believe it but when 
Alison joined us she was suffering badly from Long Covid and struggled to walk from the car to 
the mere slipway. Thankfully she is recovering well and has swim for the last 2 years in the 
Coniston Relay and other swims. She has been to nearly every Tuesday evening session since 
we restarted them after Covid. Alison has managed the slipway monitored swimmers entering 
and leaving the mere, handing over stroke tips, advice and generally encouraging swimmers 
new or old. Her shoe organisation will be long 
remembered. She’ll always associate with 
Penguin Biscuits she would offer to swimmers 
after their swim and the associated penguin 
wrapper jokes! 
 
Finally, I thank our hard-working committee 
and our members, their partners, spouses 
and parents who have supported and helped 
out at Club events.  This has helped make our 
Club and our events successful and the great 
club it is. 
 
See you all soon. 
 
Dave Bowker 
President 
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YeAABA - 2025 Season Report 
 
All of our championships this year went ahead with just a couple of initial 
call offs due to poor weather conditions - our enemy, the wind! We had 
to re-runs the Vets and it was third time lucky for Discovery Mile. 
 
Numbers were low in the championships but a lot of positives were taken 

out of that as we have recruited some new swimmers who were just getting acclimatised and 
hopefully will be entering next season.  
 
Our Boatmen list is increasing, with several new recruits from RTYC who have specifically asked 
to remain on our list for the foreseeable future.  Benefits here of us being HUB members.  We 
are looking at healthier boat handling numbers, who have both powerboat and small boat 
experience which will be beneficial to the club. We will be adding next year, Vincent and 
Paul Postis, Lindsay Rennie, Julie Murdoch, Stewart Coupland, Doug Allstaff, Hamish Winter, 
Ian Reid and Rob Smith to the permanent boatman list. 
 
Networking has played a huge part in the club this season with Menzieshill and DCA, both being 
supportive.  St Thomas are setting up their own open water section and I am sure Stephan will 
keep us abreast of their progress and play a huge part in encouraging them to link in to YeAABA 
championships next season. 
 
To give value for money I think in seasons to come we need to offer more training swims out on 
the river to swimmers and also training sessions on the river for all boat handlers and lifesavers. 
We need a properly constructed training plan with goals and outcomes. 
 
During the close season, starting soon after the AGM the swim team will convene and look 
again at roles and responsibilities of the team and address any outstanding issues. The team 
has worked well this year and I truly believe it is a way of working together to be further 
developed. 
 
Last but not least before a summary of how each swim went there are thank yous to the following 
people: 
 
To our President for taking on the role to navigate us through the 2025 season and be on the 
water with us. 
 
Neil Valentine STO making himself available at so many of our swims, including staying over 
for Loch Earn and to all our technical officials. 
 
Our wonderful caterers in Wendy and her friend Lorraine who I believe have signed up already 
for next season to be our Bake-off Kids, for all our hospitality needs. Well done and thank you. 
 
All boat crews’, lifesavers, and volunteers including the swim team. Not forgetting all our boat 
sponsors. 
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Championship summary: 
 
Club Single Good start for the four swimmers braving it out on the day. Weather was kind. No 
male representation! 
 
Harbour Relay- Began in a bit of disarray, lessons to be learnt here with pre -preparation laying 
of the course. To many cooks spoiling the broth!  However, swim went well, weather held up.  
More teams required to upscale the event.  Well done to all. 
 
Monifieth Three swimmers entered the water at Monifieth on an absolutely gorgeous day. Boats 
crews arrive smartly and swim started a bit early. All finished to compliment a cracking day all 
round. 
 
Double Tay – Excellent swim from both swimmers Lynsey Coupland and Mhairi Murdoch. 
Although we declared on the day Mhairi had broken the record this has been contested by a life 
member who has asked to look through the records. Mhairi is aware. No outcome to this at 
present. All records being checked. 
 
Tayport Cup - four swimmers. Excellent crossing right on the button. Presentation was held in 
the Harbour Cafe. Weather was perfect. 
 
Balmerino - 4 swimmers for this one, commiserations to Richie who finished on the beach.  
Well done to Val, Lynsey and Kris. 
 
Woodhaven - Beautiful day good conditions, wonderful reception from Wormit Boating Club. 
Drawn to our attention was they have a swimming membership and there is a small squad of 
swimmers who are all registered independently with SASA and train there, obviously for 
insurance purposes, who may come to join us next season. A copy of our potential swim dates 
once passed by the club/SASA will be sent over to Wormit Boating Club for save the date 
information. 
 
Re-run of the veterans - Two seasoned swimmers and two novices all did extremely well.  
Although point to note the evening did draw in pretty quickly as we were late starting due to 
tides.  Both ribs need to have navigating lights on. Great following for all the swimmers at the 
finish, leaves us with a sense of good feeling around the club with compliments that came forth 
on the organisation. 
 
Loch Earn weekend - Loch Earn numbers were encouraging and it was great to see a real 
buzz during the weekend.  Undoubtedly the best Loch Earn weekends we have had in a long 
time. Swimmers in all of the Championships and no retirals. Weather was magnificent. Four 
swimmers in the full loch, one a junior - superb performances. Six in the half with one withdrawal 
and four in Crannog which was disappointing as we had double figures last year. 
 
All round a great week end and many thanks to all the volunteers and boat personnel who made 
it happen. 
 
Discovery Mile - Eleven swimmers took part on the day three less than had actually signed up 
due to the date being changed three times. Good swim with near ideal conditions although the 
wind did whip up a bit near the end. Poignant moment before the swim remembering the late 
Barbara Johnston with flowers, and donator of the Discovery salvers. 
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Training evening - Three swimmers took part and all successful crossed the river in very 
credible times for their first attempt.  Well done to them and to all the crews that night. 
 
More of this please in 2026. 
 
On behalf of the swim team 
Joyce McIntosh 
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BLDSA Annual Report 2025 
 
Hello from North East Lincolnshire. 2025 has been a bit of an up and down year for us. We have 
had another successful year with club membership, which is now over 250 members and a few 
regular groups doing almost daily dips/swims in the docks. 
 
Our 2024 December Dip-A-Day raised over £2500 for Harbour Place, a local charity supporting 
homeless people in our area for over 25 years. We also raised over £100 again for the RNLI on 
our Christmas Day Dip. Our summer 24 hour team swim had 5 teams from the club involved 
this year and raised almost £4000 for the Grimsby Food Kitchen a local community organisation 
running regular meals and support for local homeless and less well-off members of our 
community. Other events have included some full moon swims, summer social and we have 
even got coming up a wreath making event at the end of November. We didn’t get enough 
support to organise our Great Grimsby Dock Challenge Event this year but have not given up 
yet and will keep looking at ways to run it in the coming years. We have had members doing 
lots of other swimming events including an attempted solo English Channel crossing, which 
unfortunately ended up being just a ride on the Dovercoaster due to a major storm hitting the 
UK during his tidal window. He has rescheduled for next year and we also have two relay team 
crossing attempts for next year as well. 
 
New additions to the club site this year include a new safety boat and a flat pack 8 foot by 10 
foot storage container to allow us to decant things from our clubhouse and use this for a meeting 
place for members. We had the privilege of hosting a BLDSA committee meeting on October 
12th and hope they enjoyed seeing our site and despite all the building works going on, the rustic 
atmosphere our docks provide us for swimming. 
 
Unfortunately, the evening after their meeting things came tumbling down, literally. The 
dockside of the marina has been slowly eroding and the collapse extended to our gantry and 
gangway. We are currently without a safe access point, so members are trying to do their 
dipping in other places. But we are, if nothing, a resilient bunch of people and are trying to work 
out ways to get a temporary access point while looking at long term solutions. 
 
Tim Fletcher 
Treasurer 
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The recipients for the Association’s Annual Trophies for the 2024 Season 
 
The James Brennan Trophy – Celia Hardwick 
This trophy is presented for services to the Association.  The trophy was donated to recognise 
the members of the BLDSA who have given noteworthy service to the Executive Committee, or 
other administrative functions so essential to the smooth running of a growing executive. 
 
The Harry Moffatt Memorial Trophy – Gayle Moore, Michael Moore, Alex Roots, Darren 
Thompson 
This trophy is presented for outstanding services on the water throughout the season. 
 
Hans Belay Trophy – Felicity Carnell 
This trophy is presented to recognise an outstanding swim by a BLDSA member during the year 
as an individual effort or within a championship without receiving an award from that 
championship. 
 
Fred Slater Trophy – Andrew Wells 
Presented to the Swimmer of the year in BLDSA events who has demonstrated outstanding 
effort throughout the season. 
 
Tom Butcher Trophy – Felipe Irvine 
This trophy is presented to the Junior Swimmer of the year in BLDSA events who has 
demonstrated outstanding effort throughout the season. 
 
Elise Brook Encouragement and Perseverance Trophy – Not Awarded for 2024 
The trophy is presented to recognise an outstanding swim by a BLDSA member as a junior 
during the year as an individual effort or within a championship without receiving an award from 
that championship. 
 
The Breaststroke Trophy – Philip Yorke 
This trophy is presented to recognise the ability and dedication of any Breaststroke swimmer 
during the season. 
 
The Avril & Alan Mitchell Trophy – Paul Leonard 
This trophy was presented to recognise the ability and dedication of a Veteran swimmer during 
the season. 
 
The William Keating Trophy – Matthew Breckon 
This trophy is Awarded for an outstanding swim on Windermere in the season (minimum single 
length course), solo or relay by a member or members of the BLDSA. 
 
The Captain Webb Centenary Relay Trophy – Team Awe-some 
This trophy is Awarded for a relay by members of the BLDSA. 
 
Ladies Masters, Brierley Law Cup – Judith O’Driscoll 
Presented to the BLDSA Ladies Master who swam the most miles throughout the season. 
 
Gent’s Masters, Willy van Rysel IMSHOF Trophy – Not Awarded for 2024 
Presented to the BLDSA Male Master who swam the most miles throughout the season. 
 
Some awards were presented during the 67th AGM by the 2025 President Philip Yorke.  Each 
recipient received the Award to keep for one year, a signed certificate with the criteria for the 
award and a keepsake.  Unfortunately, not all recipients attended the AGM and some Awards 
were therefore presented during the 2025 season 
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AGM Minutes 
 
67th Annual General Meeting held at The Last Post Memorial Bar - 15th March 2025 
 
The President, Philip Yorke welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
In attendance: Philip Yorke, Vince Classen, Michelle Hardy, Richard Hardy, Karen Purdy, 
Andrew Wells, David Kershaw, Nikki Kershaw, Janet Wilson, Martyn Coates, Sue Coates, 
Mick Blackburn. 
 
Non-voting attendees; Joyce McIntosh, Alan Spalding. 
 
1. Apologies: Jean Wilkin-Oxley, Margaret Smith, Graham Smith, Jacky Classen, Steve Price, 
Helen Price, Robert Orgill, Louise Orgill, Kevin Welsh. 
 
In Memoriam: members stood in memory of: 
Avril Mitchell 
Marguerite Pike 
David (Dave) Reason 
Elaine Blower 
William (Billy) Dutton 
Richard (Dick) Garnish 
 
Janet Wilson had recently taken a phone call from Marion Slater (who sent her best wishes for 
the meeting) and had been informed of the deaths of both Avril and Marguerite.  Janet gave us 
a few stories about each of these Formidable Ladies. 
 
2. Minutes of the 66th AGM held on 16/03/2024.  Pages 47-50 in the 2024 Annual Report. 
There were no comments on the minutes. 
 
3. Amendments/Matters Arising: there were no amendments required or matters arising. 
 
4.  President’s address: Opening remarks: The President Philip Yorke welcomed everyone 
and thanked them for attending, this, the 67th Annual General Meeting.   
 
Philip noted that due to the number of attendees being below the required 15, the meeting would 
not be quorate. As such no substantive votes could be taken. 
 
Philip also welcomed Joyce McIntosh and Alan Spalding from YeAABA.   
 
Philip informed the meeting that he had the honour of being invited by YeAABA to a dinner to 
celebrate the 140th Anniversary of their Club.  The dinner was on 21 September 2024 and was 
held at Forbes of Kingennie, close to Dundee. It was great to listen to the stories of old and new 
members of this excellent group who are long standing friends of the BLDSA.  
 
Philip thanked everyone for a great season and the efforts put in by the committee, volunteers 
and friends and families to ensure a great season for the swimmers. He also commented on 
how nice it was to see people through the season, including people new to the BLDSA and 
enjoyed seeing some great achievements however big or small. 
 
5. Hon Treasurer’s Report for the 2024 season: Michelle Hardy, Treasurer reported: 
Accounts have been circulated. 
 
The President asked if anyone had any questions for the Treasurer regarding the finances and 
accounts.  There were none. 
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6.  Safety Officer’s Report: The Safety Officer, Richard Hardy presented his report as 
published on page 30 of the Annual Report. 
 
7.  Safeguarding Officer’s Report:  The Safeguarding Officer’s report is on page 32 of the 
Annual Report.  Nothing further to add.  Philip thanked Celia for her work during 2024 and 
advised that we will be looking for a new Safeguarding Officer for the 2025 season. 
 
8.  Rescue Boat Co-ordinator’s Report: David Kershaw presented his report which is on page 
31/32 of the Annual Report. 
 
9.  Membership:  Vince Classen advised those present with the current figures for 2025: 
 
167 Members. 
112 Seniors 
88 are Veterans 
31 are Masters 
12 social members 
There are 3 Affiliate Clubs, Warrington Dolphins, YeAABA and Marlins Swim Club Isle of Wight. 
 
10:  Recorder’s Report: The Recorder, Philip Yorke, submitted his report as per pages 27-28 
of the Annual report. 
 
11:  Dinner and 200 Club Reports: Michelle Hardy submitted these as on pages 32/33 of the 
Annual Report.  The 200 Club numbers for the AGM, March and April were drawn. 
 
12.  Swim Secretaries Reports: Vince Classen provided numbers of entrants for each event 
as it was announced. 
 
Mick Blackburn commented that the Coniston Swim to the Sunset swim was very well received 
and the kayakers were superb.  Karen Purdy advised that there has been a change of landlord 
at the venue but that he is still very keen to be involved.  It was noted that BLDSA has a good 
relationship with the commercial boat companies on the lake. 
 
Vince Classen has heard from Steve Price that arrangements for Torbay are progressing well. 
 
David Kershaw commented that for future Two-Way Windermere, the boats that accompany 
swimmers should have better lights.  It was noted that some boats “disappeared” in the dark 
when they turned.  Waterproof red lights are good together with spare batteries. 
 
Vince Classen made a handover to Karen Purdy who will be running the 2025 swim. 
 
a. One Hour and 30 minute Swim challenge:  Caroline Lewis reported on page 24 of the 
Annual Report. 
b. Thrybergh Park: Kevin Welsh submitted his report on pages 3-4 of the Annual Report. 
c. Champion of Champions South (Dover): The 2024 event was cancelled by Dover Harbour 
Master due to bad weather. 
d Coniston Swim to the Sunset:  Karen Purdy’s report is on pages 6-7. 
e. Torbay: Steve Price’s report is on pages 10-13 of the Annual Report. 
f. Llyn Tegid/Bala: Philip Yorke’s report is on pages 9-10. 
g. Coniston: Event not held in 2024. 
h. Two Way Windermere:  Janet Wilson, the report is on pages 19, the event will next be held 
in 2026. 
i. Ullswater:  Michelle Hardy’s report is on pages 13-17 of the Annual Report. 
j. Derwentwater: Anne Stafford, the report is on pages 17-19 of the Annual Report. 
k. St Mary’s Loch: Janet Wilson, pages 20 of the Annual Report. 
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l. Windermere:  Secretary, Vince Classen report on pages 21-24 of the Annual Report. 
m. Grand Prix: Andrew Wells report on pages 25-26. 
 
13.  Affiliated Club Reports:  The reports received from the affiliated clubs are on pages 34-
45 of the Annual Report. 
 
All reports were proposed for acceptance by: 
Proposed:  Martyn Coates  Seconded:  Karen Purdy  All in favour 
 
14.  Special Awards: Richard Hardy for Life Membership.  Richard has been on the committee 
and has held the role of Safety Officer since 2014.  The Proposal was agreed by all at the 
January Executive Meeting with one abstention (Richard Hardy) and was gratefully accepted 
by Richard who was attending the meeting. 
 
15.  Alteration to Rules:  Philip Yorke summarised some alterations to the rules that had been 
agreed by the Committee.   
 
On the topic of swimwear, Philip showed a diagram of the new allowances (which can be found 
on the website under championship rules). This updates the ‘traditional swimwear’ to: 
 

Swimmers shall not use any aids to swimming other than one costume, one cap and 
goggles.   
 
The costume will be sleeveless (not extending beyond the end of the shoulder onto 
the upper arm) and must not extend onto or below the knees.   
 
No neoprene or other insulating/buoyancy enhancing material may be used for any 
purpose, including caps.   

 
On the topic of the pricing of the swim recognition fees. 
 

Individual recognition:  
The all-inclusive swim recognition fee is £100.00.  This includes swimmers’ 
membership, swim recognition fee and 1 witness 
BLDSA Members will receive a £40 discount 
Relay swim recognition: 
 
The all-inclusive swim recognition fee for a Relay team is: 
£150.00 for up to 3 members; £200.00 for up to 6 members 
 
This fee includes membership, swim recognition fee and 1 witness  

 
16. Subscriptions: There will be no change to the membership fee for the 2026 season. 
 
17.  Election of Officers: Many of the Officers, both Executive and Swim Secretaries, are 
remaining in place for this season, and the President thanked them on behalf of the membership 
for their continuing support of the Association. 
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Officers for Election 
 

OFFICERS 
President Philip Yorke 
President Elect Steve Price 
Hon. Treasurer Michelle Hardy 
General Committee 
Safety Officer Richard Hardy 
Safeguarding Officer No nominee 
Minute Administrator Margaret Smith 
Rescue Boat Co-ordinator David Kershaw 
Recorder Philip Yorke 
Rules & Development Philip Yorke 
Publicity A Sub committee 
Committee Janet Wilson 
 Nikki Kershaw 
 Karen Purdy 
Immediate Past President Vince Classen 

 
2025 Swim Secretaries 
 

Event Secretary 
One Hour & 30 Minute Challenge Warrington Dolphins - Caroline Lewis 
Thrybergh Country Park Kevin Welsh 
Champion of Champions (South) Dover Andrew Wells 
Coniston Swim to the Sunset Karen Purdy 
Lynn Tegid (Bala) Philip Yorke 
Torbay Steve Price 
Coniston Weekend Michelle Hardy 
Ullswater Michelle Hardy 
Derwentwater Nikki Kershaw 
Loch Lomond Janet Wilson 
St Mary’s Loch Janet Wilson 
Windermere Karen Purdy 

 
With the exception of the Immediate Past President which is “a by right position” by being the 
outgoing President and the Executive Committee were accepted en-bloc. 
Proposed Vince Classen  Seconded Andrew Wells  All in favour 
 
The Swim Secretaries were also accepted en-bloc. 
Proposed Vince Classen  Seconded Nikki Kershaw  All in favour 
 
Steve Price was unable to attend the AGM but he will be installed as President Elect during the 
2025 season and presented with his chain of office. 
 
18.  AGM/Dinner 2025 and 2026 Season:  The President stated that normally, the Executive 
do try to organise the next but one at the AGM.  The Executive will discuss this matter to make 
a decision on the way forward.  The members from YeAABA suggested Dundee where a 
previous AGM/Dinner had been held. 
 
19.  General Discussions:  Although not a specific Agenda Item the President opened the 
meeting to the floor for any input not already covered. 
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Karen Purdy asked for permission to buy a whiteboard to help her with her organisation on the 
day of the Sunset swim – this was agreed.  There was a small discussion regarding 
matting/table for swimmers feed and a marquee/gazebo. 
 
Vince Classen said that he had been asked by a member if it was still cost effective to produce 
a printed annual report.  It was confirmed that this would continue as per previous (recent) 
discussions. PY would note if members had any further feedback. 
 
David Kershaw questioned the benefits for affiliated club members and wondered if BLDSA 
could offer something to encourage members of affiliated clubs to enter our own swims.  PY 
said that this would be made a main agenda item at the next committee meeting with any ideas 
implemented for the 2026 season. 
 
21. The President offered a vote of thanks to everyone who attended the meeting and all the 
contributions to the discussions which were positive and welcome. 
 
There being no other pertinent business, the meeting closed at 1423hrs. 
 
Signed  
Philip Yorke  
BLDSA 2025 President 
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